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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I have ■ to
make one announcement I just want 
to give this information. Tomorrow 
the Prime Minister will reply to this 
debate at 3-SO. After the question 
hour there will be some statements 
—one from the ex-Finance Minister 
also. A ll this would take us up to
2 p .m . Perhaps at that time some hon. 
Members might be having their 
lunch. That is why I  want to say 
this We will have the reply from 
the Prime Minister at 3-30 p .m .

MOTION ON ADDRESS BY THE 
PRESIDENT—contd.

Shri N. R. Munbamy (Vellore): I 
also join other friends in offering 
hearty congratulations and thanks to 
the President for this illuminating 
Address to both the Houses. The 
President was pleased to give .out a 
detailed account in a searching

manner of the activities of the Gov
ernment of India in the past and what 
is likely to be done hereafter. I  will 
only say that we should not be satis
fied very much about our advance. We 
have made some progress in this 
period but much thought has not been 
given to what ought to have been 
achieved in this period. We should 
not be happy over what we have 
achieved.

This Address deals with several 
aspects. I  would like to concentrate 
on two points: foodgrains and our 
relations with Pakistan over Kashmir 
and also with regard to certain reports 
that have been given by some Com
missions. My friends have offered 
various criticisms in respect of several 
aspects of the Government’s policy.

So far as the food problem is 
concerned, even this morning we 
heard about the difficulty of supply of 
food grains from region to region. In 
Madras and Kerala, there is no 
adequate supply of food. We should 
see that foodgrains are rushed to theae 
scarcity areas. Not only that We 
must also see that foodgrains are 
produced in that area. We are having 
some minor irrigation projects. There 
are other ways to bring about this. 
There are many tanks in South India; 
they can be renovated and de-silted. 
The capacity of the catchment area 
can be increased so that during the 
rainy season more water can be utilis
ed. There are certain rivers which do 
not have water even during the rainy 
season. There are no proper schemes 
to exploit sub-soil water.

Take for instance the river Palar. 
At one time it was having perennial 
flow of water. Bunds and anaicuts 
had been constructed in the upper 
regions so that there is now no flow 
of water. Even now Palar river is 
fully possessed of sub-soil water. 
With the help of a number of tube 
wells, lands in the nearby area could 
be irrigated. That has not been pro
perly exploited by the State Govern
ment for want of funds. It is not 
always good to depend upon the import 
of foodgrains from Orissa and Andhra 
Pradesh . . .




