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[Shri Jawaharlal Nehru]
Nutritional Research Institute at 
Coonoor. I was much struck by the 
very fine work done there. The 
Pasteur Institute I refer to not so much 
because of rabies and dog-bites but 
because they are doing extra-ordinari- 
ly  good work in regard to iniiuenza and 
the new influenza epidemic which 
spread—the new influenza.. . .

Shri C. D. Pande:..........Bacillus.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru:..............not
bacillus but virus. Very soon after 
the thing arrived they produced enor-
mous quantities of vaccine and check-
ed this disease in India. The Nutri-
tional Research Institute there is also 
doing remarkably good work in that 
field. I do not say that other institu-
tions could not do better work.

I would just refer to one thing. An 
eminent scientist who works in
Almora—Dr. Boshi Sen—showed me 
the other day a very fine variety of 
irradiated wheat which really is some-
thing surprising: how the use of little 
isotopes had improved that wheat and 
how that would increase wheat pro-
duction tremendously.

There are many things, Sir. The 
subject interests me. I am glad that 
it Interests the House. I could speak 
about the other aspects but I do not 
wish to take up the time of the House 
any further except to say that I appre-
ciate all that has been said in praise 
or appreciation of this Resolution and 
I earnestly hope that the Government 
will be able to live up to this Resolu-
tion and will have the support of the 
House.

•SURATGARH MECHANISED FARM
Mr. Speaker: Now, we will take up 

half-an-hour discussion. Shri Yajnik 
will have ten minutes and the hon. 
Minister will have ten minutes and 
any other hon. Member may put a 
question.

Shri Yajnik (Ahmedabad): Sir, 1
am happy to get this opportunity a t 
opening a discussion on the progress 
o f the Suratgarh Mechanised Farm 
which began ita operations in August, 
1956. It all began with the visit o f 
the Russian leaders, Khrushchev and 
Bulganin. Going round the country, 
they felt like giving a gift of some 
Russian agricultural machinery. When 
the matter was brought to the notice 
of the Central Government, they 
appointed a committee to look for a 
suitable site where an ideal agricul-
tural mechanised farm might be open-
ed. Now, during these two years that 
have elapsed 30,000 acres or about 
that area has been acquired by the 
Government. All the Soviet machinery 
that was promised is already on the 
site. The unfortunate part of it is that 
only 3,000 acres or about that area had 
been sown and used. A  good bit of 
the Soviet machinery is still lying in 
crates, almost exposed to the weather, 
without any shed. And when I saw 
photographs of this machinery I felt 
profoundly concerned.

According to the information avail-
able to us—it is a very good thing—in 
the very first year, 1956 rabi, Govern-
ment was able to sow 2991 acres. The 
kharif crop, of course, was much 
lower— 1865 acres. But what is more 
surprising is that the 1957 rabi crop 
or rabi sowing instead of increasing 
decreased to 2,484 acres— that is, 500 
acres less. So far as the expenses are 
concerned, we find that while Rs. 9' 11 
lakhs were spent in 1956-57, Rs. 11’ 73 
lakhs were spent in 1957-58 and 
Rs. 14-31 lakhs are to be spent in
1958-59. That is revenue expenditure. 
What is all the more surprising is that 
under the head of capital expenditure 
nothing was spent in the year 1956-57, 
only a small sum of Rs. 7 lakhs was 
spent in 1957-58 and Rs. 13 lakhs are 
to be spent in the year 1858-59.

Why are w e not making any prog-
ress that we should have made with 
all the machinery available, with all
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this land available to us? I find that

f  while the Second Five Year Plan 
began in the year 1956, ho plan seeihs 
to have been liiade for development of 
this farm. When you take on this farm, 
you have to clean the farin, make 
roads, level the land, build buildiiigs 
for the people who are to work there, 
for the technicians, the agronomists, 
the agricultural experts— b̂ecause we 
are going to rear pedigree cattle 
there—and so on. Therefore, plans 
should be made in the very first 

J instance for housing the people who
i are to Work ther?. But it seems that

there was nothing done at all prac-
tically, because we have spent nothing 
in the first year of operations— 
1956-57.

But the greatest impediment to the 
development of this faim is the nMi- 
avaUability of water. Now, at the first 
thought, I felt that this land was no 
good at all. But on further enquiry, 
I find that the land really consists 
very largely of the bed of a river with 
its good fertile depth. It should be 
very fertile and might prove to be an 
ideal site for developing an exemplary 
mechanised farm in this country. The 
greatest difficulty or, probably, the 
greatest headache with Govemmeet is 
the supply of water. We are told that 
only a small amount of water has 
now been drawn from the Ganga Canal 
at the moment, more will be available 
from the Bhakra Canal and still more 
will be available when the Rajasthan 
Canal is completed or makes any 
substantial progress.

I feel, Sir, that if the Ministry had 
taken up this matter in serious earnest 
with all the money that is available, 
TOth all the machinery that is avail-
able, with all the land that is available 
and with the personnel that they 
can get from the whole country, I 
think this question of water should not 
have proved an impediment. Ganga 
C ^ a l—I am speaking subject to cor-
rection—could, perhaps, have given a 
little more. The Bhakra Canal is 
going to be tapped. Perhaps, with 
better perseverance more tubewells 
might have been dug and more water

might have been available. Anyhow, I 
cannot understand why the acreage in 
the third season has been reduced by 
500 instead of it increasing in propor-
tion to the greater cOst that we are 
incurring on it.

Sir, I feel that this farm is being run 
in a haphazard manner. No serious 
plans appear to have been made; no 
phased programme for building build-
ings, levelling the land, constructing 
roads—all the roads could have been 
built while the water is comings—and 
so on. Even the buUdings could have 
been built. I am told that there are 
not enough buildings for the personnel 
today. How are people to live and 
woi*k to their maximum capacity if 
they have hot got good buildings to 
live comfoi:tably in this, what is ptac- 
tically, desert land?

We want to rear fruit orchards. We 
want to make this land green and 
lush. We want to make it the ideal 
farm. Far be it from me to indulge 
in any carping criticism, I am not one 
of those who look askance at any 
co-operative or collective. f a ^ .
16.35 hrs.

[Mr . Dep u ty -Spea ker  in the Chair] 
t look at Suratgarh as one of the 
greatest hopes of the country. The 
Agriculture Ministry is asking 
every farmer and every agricul-
tural co-operative to gird up their 
loins, to work 24 hours, to pro-
duce more food and still more so 
that the coimtry may be self-support-
ing, so that we should be able to rear 
the finest orchards in the driest land 
by tapping the water resources. All 
this sounds very nice from the Agri-
culture Ministers and Agriculture Min-
istry. They are never tired of extort-
ing people to do their very best with 
the opportimities that are available to 
them. But I ask the Agrjcultture Min-
istry, what they have done, why they 
have not girded up their loins, why 
they have not worked to the maximtmi 
capacity, why they have been back-
ward in spending a little more money 
on capital works in building the neces-
sary sheds for the machinery that has
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ISbrl YmjrvJk] 
been lying ter two week* at tbs mercy 
at the element*. If you ne tike photo-
graphs you will feel ashamed that 
costly machinery worth some crores 
ha* been allowed to lie in the open. 
They were given as a gift and a great 
hope has been created in the whole 
country that now at least we are going 
to have an ideal farm, and the biggest 
Government in the country—The 
Central Government—js in charge with 
all the personnel and all the crores of 
rupees that they can command. Yet, 
at the end of two years we see that 
only a paltry 8,000 acres were being 
sown.

Then, Sir, I am concerned about the 
changes in the personnel. After all, 
When you are going to work a farm of 
this kind you must have first-class 
people to manage it. What do you 
find? I am told that now it is in 
charge of a military officer. A  military 
officer may be very nice in the battle 
field where you have to fight the 
enemy, but here you have to fight a 
different enemy, here you have to 
fight the elements, fight with the land, 
work the land and get the best out of 
it. You want agricultural experts for 
that. I am told—I am speaking sub-
ject to correction—by a reliable source 
that a flrst-class agronomist was on 
the site—Shri Srivastava—and, for 
whatever reasons there might be, he 
has been shifted to some other work. 
You have not got the best personnel, 
the best agronomists, the best experts 
in cattle rearing, the best mechanical 
staff for working this farm to the very 
best advantage and with the best pos-
sible result.

Therefore, I say that we should, have 
a complete plan. I am sorry that we 
have not yet got a good folder, a good 
pamphlet to hold out before the coun-
try: “Lo and behold! Here is a great 
orchard that is going to be worked as 
a model for the whole country to see.”  
It should be the Mecca of all agri-
culturists in the country and they 
should be amazed to see that a veri-
table desert is now- converted into a 
gteen farm. It should be the place

also for giving agricultural experience 
to graduates o f  agricultural call eg a*. 
There might also be installed and 
equipped an agricultural training 
school or perhaps a college in the near 
or distant future. If we are genuine-
ly  enthusiastic about it, w e can u*e 
this opportunity to the best advantage.

We know that we are asked every 
•time to work in a missionary spirit. 
The missionary spirit is to be instilled 
among all our farmers and all our 
workers who are Working in the farm* 
and factories. But let the Ministry set 
an example of the missionary seal, o f 
crusading zeal and fervour. Let them 
not waste a single minute. Why are 
not any folders, any pamphlets, giving 
the whole map of the place and giving 
the water resources available? Appa-
rently this has been taken as a routine 
matter. This has been tied up in red- 
tape to a considerable extent. Officers 
have been shunted off according to the 
Civil Service Rules and according to 
their prospects of promotion. Well, 
even apart from the ordinary promo-
tion that would accrue to the officer*, 
some special increments could be 
given to properly qualified people, 
agricultural experts, so that they might 
remain there and not float about from 
one department to anoher as happens 
to most of our civil servants.

If you can get, as I request the 
Agriculture Minister to get, the bast 
water resources in the nearest possible 
future, man it with the most suitable 
experts, publicise whatever results 
have been obtained and hold out the 
hope of developing a genuine, 
exemplary farm, mechanised farm, in 
the whole country, I think it will set 
at rest many doubts, bscause people 
are wondering whether any farm at 
this size could be worked at all 
properly. There are people who are 
doubting; there are people who are 
doubting Thomases, who aay nothing 
of this kind can ever succeed in the 
land of India. These doubts may be 
set at rest. Doubting Thomases can 
be answered and the peasants who
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are working In their small fields could 
also be imbued with a new hope and 
iitftMHim when they see a big 
model (arm being run by the Ministry 
of Agriculture.

I  hope that the Minister o f Agricul-
ture will give a full explanation and 
give any details o f the plan that he 
has with him and show us the ways 
and means by which he wants to take 
the fullest advantage of the resources 
and the land and machinery that have 
been made available and show us also 
how and when we can hope to see an 
exemplary mechanised agricultural 
fftftn amongst us.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Only ques-
tions may be put now. The hon. 
Minister will have to reply.

Shri Kami Singhji (Bikaner): Is
it a fact that the administration of the 
farm is too top-heavy and that it 
consists of inexperienced officers who 
are too keen to return to Delhi on the 
slightest pretext and thereby wasting 
public funds?

Shri Kasllwal (Kotah): I wanted to 
know why, instead of this farm 
progressing in the very second year, 
the position has gone down, secondly, 
why no irrigation facility for water- 
supply has been made and thirdly, 
whether there are any chances of 
power being given to this farm.

The Deputy Minister of Agriculture 
(Shri M. V. Krishnappa): Shri
Yajnik has given a brief history of 
this farm. As he has stated, the farm 
started when our friends from Russia, 
Mr. Bulganin and Mr. Khrushchev, 
went round our country and visited 
the Tarai farm at Rudrapur and also 
■aw the dedry farm at Aarey colony In 
Bombay. They were very much 
impressed upon seeing these two 
farms and they openly expressed that 
the Aarey farm is the biggest farm in 
Asia that they have ever seen. Even 
in Russia, Mr. Khrushchev admitted, 
there was not such a big farm as the 
Tarai farm at Rudrapur or the Aarey 
colony. After the visit they expressed 
a wish that they would donate or give 
us a gift of machinery just quite suit-

able for a compact unit of 80,000 seres- 
so as to see that it would be the 
biggest farm in the world as It were. 
So, our Prime Minister readiljr 
accepted it and that was in the end o f  
1055. By the beginning of 1056, wc 
were told that five steamers had 
arrived in Bombay, and we were not 
informed when they started from  
Russia. Further, those five steamer* 
brought machinery that was sufficient 
to run a compact farm of 30,000 acre* 
or more.

We were really taken aback. It 
shows that they think in a big way 
and act also in a big way. We 
appreciate that, but we have to act 
within our limitations. When we were- 
told that five steamers have arrived in- 
Bombay on one fine morning, with all 
the necessary machinery, there was 
no phasing of the programme o r  
our part. Had we known it early, w e  
would have given a programme, and 
we would have phased the programme 
properly, and such machinery as we- 
would have required from time to- 
time could have been obtained from- 
Russia. But it was not so. In their 
anxiety to help India and in their 
eagerness to fulfil their promise they 
sent immediately five steamers full o f 
this cargo in quick succession in twa 
or three months. We got the w hole
machinery within that period.

This farm had to be located in a- 
compact area of 30,000 acres. It 
cannot be split into small units,
because the whole machinery was 
meant to run a compact farm of 30,000' 
acres. It was a problem for us to get a 
compact area of 30,000 acres in this 
country. So, we requested all the 
State Governments to go into the 
matter and find out whether they 
could offer us an area of 30,000 acres 
to make use of this machinery very 
efficiently. Nearly nine States
submitted their plans and we appoin-
ted a committee to go into the whole- 
matter. No time was lost in doing 
so. Our officers acted quickly, and 
the whole matter was dealt with 
quickly, They went round nine 
States and inspected all the sites fo r
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{Shri M. V. Krishnappa] 
the proposed farm in the States. 
Finally they selected the present farm 
near Suratgarh.

This farm is a very fine and good 
•one. It is fertile, the soil is alluvial, 
■and the terrain is supposed to be very 
xood. The only thing that is lacking 
there is water. You know. Sir, that 
fOr a farm two or three things are 
■very essential—land, men and machin-
ery and water. Without water, even 
if we have the first two.it is no use. 
But here, this is a case where there is 
no water. The whole area of 30,000 
acres—30,670 acres to be exact—is 
under the command of the Bhakra 
irrigation system. Within the course 
■of three years I am sure that the 
Bhakra system will be completed and 
the 30,000 acres are going to be 
cultivated. Till then, the present 
system of irrigation there is not 
sufficient to irrigate more than three- 
thousand or four-thousand acres. It 
is not perennial irrigation. It is only 
an irrigation of a non-perennial type 
and that too when there is rain-fall 
between July and October, when there 
is some water-supply.

Shri Karni Singhjj knows it, and 
but for his generosity we would not 
have been in a position to handle the 
farm and manage it. He gave us the 
■Shooting Lodge. That was the only 
house there which was vacant. But 
for that lodge even our Russian 
technical experts who were there, five 
of them at a certain time, would have 
found it difficult and it would have 
been very difficult to locate them,— 
leave alone the accommodation for 
■others. Then, there is no drinking 
water there— leave alone water for 
the farm. Shri Yajnik asked me why 
the Government brought only 3,000 
acres under the plough and why not 
all the land or more than that under 
the plough. We are prepared to bring 
all the 30,000 acres under cultivation, 
provided there is water. Last year, 
would you believe me, the rainfall 
■was only 2i  inches for the whole 
year. Though the land is very 
fertile, the rainfall was only 21 inches

and it was spread over five month*. 
There was no occasion when there 
was more than 20 or 30 cents, o f rain. 
So, my friend need not be afraid that 
the machinery Rept outside, the photos 
of which he has seen, will be spoiled 
because of the rainfall, as there is no 
rain there at all.

Shri Karni Singhji: Last year was 
a freak year; it Was a famine year.

.Shri M. V. Krishnappa: Generally
also the rainfall is only 4 to 6 inches. 
There were no rain-ganges there; only 
last month I ordered two rain-gauges 
to be installed there.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: If there is no 
rain, at least gauges should be there.

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: Though there 
is no rain, that area is potential for 
future irrigation when the Bhakra 
dam will be ready. At one end of the 
farm we have the Gang Canal running. 
When we get water, that area will be 
converted into a blooming field and 
we hope that this farm will be a 
model farm not only for the whole 
country, but the whole world, because 
it is a very fertile land.

The cultivated area is not 3,000 
acres it is 5,000 acres. We have 
cultivated nearly 5,000 acros and I 
have given the reasons why all the 
machinery is not being used. Mr. 
Yajnik’s question was why the machin-
ery is kept in the open. The ?ect 
is that we are able to make use of 
only 40 per cent of the machinery. 
The rest 60 per cent mostly consists 
of various types of other machinery 
which can be used only when the farm 
is in full swing. For example, they 
have given a big telephone cxchangc 
system. Without houses in the farm, 
what are we to do with the big 
telephone exchange system, which 
they have given for a 30,000 acre 
farm? They have given spray irriga-
tion plants and these cannot be used 
without water. So, also, I can give 
examples of various plants. But 
everything has been done with the 
consent of the Russian technical men
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who are associated with the work at 
every state. All these 1} years, the 
Russian experts have lived there and 
given advice from time to time. As 
regards the machinery kept outside, 
there is no fear of that machinery 
getting out of use, because it is all 
completely waterproof and there is no 
rain also in that area.

We have tried our best to make use 
of the remaining 60 per cent of the 
machinery in other wings of our 
Ministry. »We have given some trac-
tors and combines to our Jammu farm. 
Some of the machinery is used in the
C.T.O. We are likely to give some 
machinery-to the Rajasthan Govern-
ment. But the purpose for which our 
friends have given this machinery as 
a gift should be fulfilled. We cannot 
go on lending this machinery for other 
purposes.

If we are not able to use all the 
machinery, it is not our fault that 
arrivals of the machinery were not 
properly phased. In their anxiety to 
help us and to fulfil their promise, the 
Russians without telling us sent us 5 
shiploads of machinery at a time and 
we found it very difficult even to 
bring it nil the way from Bombay, 
and we have to fit in this machinery 
in a 30,000 acre farm in our demo-
cracy. We have to acquire the land 
and for that it takes time. The owners 
of the land are at liberty to go to the 
court and postpone the acquisition of 
land. In spite of that with the co-
operation of the local people and the 
Rajasthan Government, the entire 
area except 1,000 acres has been 
acquired. Out of these 30,000 acres, 
only 22,000 acres will be available for 
agricultural cultivation.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Probably Mr 
Yajnik is afraid that by the time there 
is water available, the machinery 
might have gone out of use.

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: No; the
Russian experts feel there is nothing 
wrong In keeping the machinery. 
Everything has been greased and 
every care is taken to see that the

machinery will be intact We have 
done It on the advice of the Russian 
experts; not on our own.

Out of 30,000 acres, 22,000 acres will 
be for raising agricultural crops; the 
rest will be for canals, for buildings 
and other things for the composite 
farm. Out of the 22,000 acres, 5,000 
acres are ready for cultivation and 
another 5,000 acres are for farm roads 
buildings, canals and so on. Canals 
have been dug and everything is 
ready. So, out of 22,000 acres, nearly
10,000 acres are ready for cultivation, 
but we have no water. Only by the 
end of this year, we are getting some 
water. We are digging a canal from 
the Gang Canal and there will be 
perennial water-supply from the
Gang Canal. So, by the end of next 
year, we hope at least 70 per cent of 
this area will come under irrigation 
by the partial impounding of water 
from Bhakra.

Mr. Yajnik referred to the buildings. 
There is no water to build the
buildings. That is the problem. We
cannot get contractors, because they
say, “ Where is the water to make use 
of at this place?” We have dug 3 
tubewells to a depth of 300 feet, but 
no water is available. Only one tube- 
well was a success, but even there the 
water supply is uneconomic— 10,000 
gallons per hour. There is no drink-
ing water in that place.

Shri Karni Singhji: In spite of that 
it is a small town with 5,000 people 
and quite a number of houses.

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: Sure; that 
is how the Rajasthan civilisation has 
developed. There have been heroes 
in Rajasthan and they have built forts 
in spite of the lack of water. That is 
how the civilisation of Rajasthan has 
grown.

Shri Tangamani (Madurai): The
Rajasthan Canal will be there.

Shri ,M. V. Krishnappa: Yes; that 
is also there. Possibly it will go 
through that farm. When Bhakra 
dam is complete and when the entire

73 L S D— 7
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[Shri M. V. Krishnappa]
30,000 acres come under the irrigation 
of the Bhakra-Nangal system, by the 
end of 1959, we hope to get complete 
water supply and everything will be 
all right. We have tried to do our 
best.

Shri Yajnik: After the machinery 
was obtained in 1958 and after you 
acquired the land, which was done 
verj soon—I must congratulate the 
Government for the expedition with 
which they got it—but after that, two 
full years have passed. Have you 
any phased plan for its development?

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: I •Aas
coming to that. One of the complaints 
is that there is no plan. It is not true. 
We have a plan. We have provided 
Rs. 1,20,00,000 for the next three 
vears of the plan, out of which nearly 
Rs. 60 lakhs will be spent for recur-
ring expenditure and the rest for non-
recurring expenditure. We have a 
building DroEramme for  Rs. 22 lakhs. 
For most of the buildings, the lay-outs 
have been completed. Tubewells are 
being dug. The whole scheme for 
almost the whole compact area has 
been completely planned. It is going 
to be a composite farm with poultry, 
pedigree sheep, cattle, and so on. Wo 
are going to have the Hariyana breed 
of cattle. The whole plan is ready. 
It is that which has taken some time. 
Now, when >ou are prepared to 
cultivate, there is no water. So, we 
have a plan of Rs. 1,20,00,000 to be 
spent in three years. There is a plan 
to spend Rs. 22 lakhs on the building 
programme. The C.P.W.D. has a 
division of their own just for the pur-
pose of these buildings. One of their 
Assistant Engineers is there in charge 
of the work. So, we are going ahead 
with the building construction also.

So. I would like to assure hon. 
Members that every effort is made to 
see that, with all the goodwill anil 
good gesture with which our friends 
have donated this machinery to us as 
a gift, their fair name is kept up in this 
country and to see that this becomes 
one ol the biggest farms. This is going 
to be one of the biggest farms in the 
w o r l d ;  there is no doubt about It. The

land is very fertile and there is going 
to be very good watersupply from the 
Bhakra-Nangal system. In addition 
the Rajasthan Canal is going to run 
through that farm. With all these,
I am sure, this farm is going tc be one 
of the biggest farms in the vorld.

17hrs.

Shri Yajnik: What about the fitness 
of the personnel?

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: That is
another thing. It was felt that a 
mechanised farm of this magnitude 
and international character should be 
managed by one of the able Generals 
of our country. Further, that area is 
strategically also very important, 
because it is very near to
Pakistan border. Further, it is 
situated in a place where the hot
winds blow and the temperature goes 
up to 120r F. It is such an extreme 
climate. So, we thought that a
military General with a rural back-
ground should be appointed there. 
Five or six names were suggested and 
the Union Public Service Commission 
finally selected one gentleman, who is 
one of the ablest officers in the Army, 
who had a rural background, who is 
the son of the soil, who loves his work 
more than anything else.

Then, Shri Kami Singhji said that 
the administration is top-heavy and 
the officers come to Delhi very often 
for one reason or another. I can only 
tell Shri Karni Singhji that we cannot 
avoid people coming to Delhi for 
consultation. When the Russian 
experts were here, even they consult-
ed us at every stage when they had to 
olan things. And I am sure that when 
we have enough of houses there, 
people will stick on to their jobs and 
work hard.

One thing more. In Russia where 
they are reclaiming the Siberian 
desert, they honour the pioneers and 
patriots with Lenin star and Stalin 
prize as awards. In India we may not 
be able to give Lenin star or Stalin
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prize. So, let us appreciate their 
difficulties. bet  us sympathise with 
them. They are living in the Rajas-
than desert and doing their job, 
and I must saj that they are doing a 
very good job. Here I must say that 
I am very grateful to Shri Yajnik for 
having brought up this subject for 
discussion.

Reference was also made to publi-
city of the farm. I may say that

we wifi not only prepare a brochure 
but we will also have a film produced 
and will show it to the country so that 
peoplf may know what the farm is 
doing for the country.

17.03 hrs.
The Lok Sabha then adojourned till 

Eleven of the Clock on Friday, the 
2nd. May, 1958.




