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S a i l  M U rtw w * Ib n k ta :  No; not ***• D«P»tr-Sfe»lwr: Yet; that hat
at an. defined.

tft V«9 T O  : S  |  :

Where after distributing mains have 
bean laid down under the provisions of 
clause IV or clause V, when any con* 
sumer applies, he will have to  give an 
undertaking—"within fourteen days 
after the service on him by the licen-
see of a notice in writing in this behalf, 
he tenders to the licensee a  written 
contract, in  a  form approved by the 
S tate Government, duly executed and 
w ith sufficient security, binding him- 
aelf to take a  supply of energy for 
not less than two years to such amount 
as will produce, a t current rates charg-
ed by the licensee^ a reasonable 
return—now 15 per cent.

W  % v n x  frrfr «*nr % *wrRif |- 
q f a r r  «QT t  «P !T  T O F f *  t i t *  \  *

qfarr t ,
w rn f  i^ fiR fR rn r 

% #  «fr dKrT *  #  f r o m  |  jw ranfr 
q f a r  *T ftps $  t 3  w n  * qy 

W  f  :
Clause 5

“Where, after the expiration of 
two years and six months from the 
commencement of the licence, a 
requisition is made by six or more 
owners or occupiers of premises in 
or upon any street or part of a 
street within the area of supply—

Not area of compulsory supply. It i* 
only “within the area of supply”

W  3  «*ft *fr w**rs*r#t trfrcn fa *
* I

Mr. Depaty-8peaker: Area of sup-
ply is interpreted by th f Ministoi likt* 
that

Shri Hathi: The difficulty is, rule 
IS (d) mentions what is compulsor> 
The rules made under the Act deal 
with it

- * 7 * % * * tttarl M w U r  B haneha: 'Area of 
supply' has been defined '

i  shall now pu t all the amendments 
to the vote of the Hflbse.
Affiendments Not. 25, 28, IS, 14 and S2 

were pv t and negatived.

JKr. Depaty>8peaker: The question
u :

“That clause 40 stand part of the
BiU”

The motion teas adopted.
(House 40 was added to the Bill. 
(Clause 41 was added to the Bill. 
jkfr. Depaty-Speaker: The question

Sjv .

’T ha t clause 1, the Enacting 
form ula and the Title stand part 

the Bill."
The motion was adopted.

Clause 1, Enacting Formula and the 
Title were added to the Bill

0hrl Hathl: I move-
'T h a t the Bill, as amended, be 

parsed ”
■f/lt. Deputy-Speaker: The question

is*
“That the Bill, as amended, be 

passed ”
The motion was adopted.

1515 hre.

DOWRY PROHIBITION BILL

fh c  Minister of Law (Shri A. K.
Se0): Mr Deputy-Speaker Sir. I

to move
“That the Bill to prohibit the 

giving or taking of dowry, b r  re-
ferred to a Joint Committee of the 
Rouses consisting of 45 members; 
3# from this House, namely:—Shri 
j ,  M Mbhamed Imam, Dr. K. 
>tchamamba, Shn Nibaran Chan- 

Laskar, Shri Oukwr 14* Shri* 
uMrti Jayabew VaJubhai Shah* Shn



709 Dowry SRAVANA 14, 1881 (SAKA)  Prohibition fiiU 770

Balkm hn* Waanik, Shri Ram 
Kriahan Gupta, Shri Mahendra 
Nath Singh, Shrimati Satyabhama 
Devi, Shri Sbihaaan Singh, Shri- 
mati Uma Nehru, Shri J. B. S. Bist, 
Shri Hilzur Rahman, Shrimati 
Ranuka Ray, Shri Tekur Subraiv- 
manyam, Dr. M. V. Gangadhara 
Siva, Shri V. Eacharan, Shrimati 
Sahodra Bai Rai, Pandit Babu Lai 
Tiwari, Shri S. R. Arumugham, 
Shri Radha Charon Sharma, Shri 
R. M. Hajamavis, Shrimati Renu 
Chakravartty, Shri P. T. Punnoose, 
Shri Subiman Ghose, Shri Uttara- 
rao L. Patil, Shri Braj Raj Singh, 
Shri Ignace Beck, Shrimati Khuah- 
waqt Rai—I am sorry—

Shri Braj Raj Singh (Ferozabad): 
la i t  a Committee of Shrimatis?

Shri A. K. Sen: I am very sorry

Shri Khushwaqt Rai and Shn 
Aaoka K. Sen, and 15 members from 
Rajya Sabha;

that in order to constitute a sit-
ting of the Joint Committee, the 
quorum shall be one-third of the 
total number of Members of the 
Joint Committee;

that the Committee shall make a 
report to  this House by the end of 
the first week of the next session;

that in other respects the Rules 
of Procedure of this House relating 
to Parliamentary Committees will 
apply with such variations and 
modifications as the Speaker may 
make; and

that this House recommends to 
Rajya Sabha that Rajya Sabha do 
join the said Joint Committee and 
communicate to this House the 
names of Members to be appointed 
by Rajya Sabh.i to the Joint Com-
mittee ”

Thu Bill was introduced m the last 
session. Hon. Members arc well 
aware at the circumstances under 
iHiieh 'this ‘Bill has beett introduced 

''tn d  fought ‘to  &e passed Apart 
- M u  vaarioW atifturancetr givfcn b r  the

Government from time to  time, pub-
lic opinion, by and large, has been 
insisting for many, many years that a 
Bill of this nature be a t least intro-
duced and passed, that the law of 
this country condemns a practice 
which is not only antequated, but 
may be described as pernicious, a 
system which has caused untold 
suffering in the past and still conti-
nues to subject to suffering a  large 
number of impoverished people who 
find it impossible to  m any  their 
daughters to suitable bridegrooms 
unless the proper price may be paid 
by them

It is not necessary to deal with the 
history or try  to  analyse the causes 
which have led to  this pernicious 
social evil. I t is enough to take note 
of it as an evil which needs complete 
eradication. I do not claim at all that 
a law passed by this Parliament 
would completely eradicate this ev il 
In fact, law never does • eradicate 
evils. I t is the social conscience of 
the people which ultimately sanctums 
the prevention of crimes and evils. 
H ie law only expresses that social 
conscience. Wfe are only taking the 
first step, namely, express In no 
equivocal terms the conscience of the 
people which regards this practice as 
pernicious and which regards i t  as an 
evil. I can tell you. Sir, that *h*9» 
the introduction of this Bill, X do not 
remember how many hundreds of 
letters of congratulation I  have pet* 
sonally received apparently from peo-
ple who have been feeling the oppres-
sion of this system. Coming from the 
part of the country where I come 
from, I can testify myself hbw espe» 
dally the poorer sections and the 
middle class have suffered in the past 
and are still suffering when their 
girls come of age and they have to 
find suitable bridegrooms for them

It is true that a system which pro-
vides for parents’ finding out bride-
grooms for their daughters naturally 
supplies the cause for such a  system- 

, B\ft I cannot see in the near ^ tv ^ e  .a 
substantial relaxation of that, PJ$$- 
tice 't  am not very much enamoured
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f  Shri A. X. Sea] 
my self of a  Jarge-scale freedom to 
daughters to  find bridegrooms for 
themselves, but whatever my per-
sonal feelings may be, taking into 
account all the social circumstances 
which confront us, w a oan foresee 
quite a long period tof time to elapse 
before this obligation of parents to 
find bridegrooms for their daughters 
can see an end.

Therefore, so long as this obligation 
lasts, the price that this obligation 
necessarily involves becomes felt by 
those people from whom the price is 
demanded, and it is for those that 
this Bill is meant, to relieve their 
suffering, a suffering from •  system 
which I  do no t think anybody here or 
outside would be prepared to support.

As I  said, we do nt>t claim, 1 do not 
think anybody would claim either 
here or outside, that this law alone 
would bring about an end of the 
dowry system. I s  ftoe^ when Shrimati 
Rena Chakxavaxtty came a t the head 
of a  large number of ladies and saw 
me, I  told her myself that the diffi-
culty which was. really being felt by 
the Government was in the enforce-
ment of such ^  legislation.

All of us kntow that child marriage 
a s  such has been prohibited a  long, 
long time ago, and yet, unfortunately, 
they take place every day.

Shri Kaghabir Saba! (Budaun) In 
villages.

Shri A. K. Sea: In towns too Let 
us not be so proud of our towns. I 
have seen child marriage* being per-
formed in towns myself, in cities like 
Calcutta. After all, tour social systems 
do not vary very much in towns and 
villages. We carry our rural bias 
when we migrate to  cities. There is 
b o  doubt about that.

That really brings into relief the 
problem of enforcement of every 
type of social legislation. As 1 said, 
law  cannot ensure the enforcement Mt 
•he law. I t hi the social conscience of

the people which must ultimately 
sanction th e  sanctity of every law. 
After all, the Penal Code has not 
stopped thefts or robberies. I t  punish* 
es and the people see that thieves and 
robbers are not encouraged, and that 
is the real enforcement, the real 
sanction behind the Penal Cods. 
Same here as in other brandies of 
our legal system. The people must 
determine for themselves that an evil 
which the law has prohibited should 
not be perpetrated and those who 
seek to perpetrate it are punished ac-
cording to the provisions laid down 
in the law.

It is our duty, therefore, as I said, 
bur paramount duty, to express 
through ourselves the social cons-
cience of the country Which frowns 
upon this evil, and we are actually 
doing it now in proposing to pass this 
law. About the enforcement of it, we 
must build up solid public opintao 
against this system, a  public opinion 
which will come forward to see that 
the law is obeyed and that those who 
infringe it are punished.

I am aware myself, and 1 have also 
expressed it here and outside, that a  
long time will elapse before this evil 
is completely eradicated by this law, 
but this law will at least bring to the 
forefront the rising public opinion of 
this country agaiqst all evils, in this 
particular case the evil of dowry. I 
am therefore proposing that the 
House should pass this Bill as an ex-
pression of a  solemn duty we have to 
perform in the m atter of social re-
forms, in expressing the vtoice a t  the 
people in unmistakable term s against 
evils which afflict our society today. 
One of the evils we are trying to 
tackle today. Others we have tried 
to tackle in the past, and there will 
be more which we will be called upon 
to tackle in the future

I do not want to add very much. I 
think the BiU recommends itself. The 
recommendations fbr the Bill e ra  
w rit large not only on tbe face a t th*



Dowry SRAVANA H, 1581(5AKA) Prohibition B ill 77 4 .

Bill, but on the history of our society 
of the  last few decades, especially 
After early British education and the 
creation of a class of people which 
became desirable in the eyes of prba- 
pective parents-in-law. It is only 
because or that class of people was 
eagerly sought after by prospective 
parenta-in-law that prices started 
being demanded. That privileged 
class is fast disappearing. It will take 
some more time for all such privi-
leges being destroyed, but so long as 
they last, so long as other privileges 
• re  attached to prospective bride-
grooms, this evil will continue unless 
the law makes it illegal. Therefore, as 
I said, the recommendation for the 
MUJ if  writ large cti the Bill itself, 
in our society, in our history and in 
the needs which have impelled us to 
bring this legislation. I therefore 
submit that this motion may be pass-
ed.

Shri Narayanankntty Meson
(Mufcandapuram): May I point out 
to the hbn. Law Minister that when 
the Bill is passed and when it is noti-
fied that it comes into force, it will 
affect certain communities in the 
State of Kerala unless some conse-
quential Bills are introduced and
passed? Now that Parliament has
got Jurisdiction over Kerala, may I 
know whether the Government will 
introduce those consequential Bills?

Mr. Depnty-Speaker: That can be
raised when we discuss the Bill.

Shri Narayanankatty Menon
1 am just putting it to him.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Motion made:

‘T ha t the Bill to prohibit the
giving or taking of dowry, be refer-
red to a Joint Committee of the 
Houses consisting of 45 members: 
SO frtwi this House, namely, Shri J. 
M. Mohamed Imam, Dr. K. Atcha- 
mamba. Shri Nibaran Chandra 
Laakar, Shri Onkar Lai, Shrimati 
Jayaben Vajubhai Shah, Shri Bal- 
kriahna Wasnik, Shri Ram Krishan 
Gupta, Shri Mahendra Nath Singh,

Shrimati Satyabhama Devi, Shri
Sinbasan Singh, Shrimati Uma
Nehru, Shri J. B. S. Bist, Shri
Hifzur Rahman, Shrimati Remit* 
Ray, Shri Tekur Subrahamanyan, 
Dr. M. V. Gangadhara Siva, Shri V. 
Xacharan, Shrimati Sahodra Bai 
Rqi, Pandit Babu Lai Tiwari, Shri 
S. R. Arumugham, Shri Radha 
Charan Sharma, Shri R. M. Hajar- 
navis, Shrimati Renu Chakravartty, 
Shri P. T. Punnoose, Shri Subiman 
Ghose, Shri Uttamrao L. Pa til,
Shri Braj Raj Singh, Shri Ignace 
Beck, Shri Khushwaqt Rai and 
Shri Asoka K. Sen, and 15 members 
from Rajya Sabha;

that in  order to  constitute a  s it-
ting of the Joint Committee the 
quorum shall be one-third of the 
total number of Members of tha 
Joint Committee;

that the Committee shall make a  
report to this House by the end of 
the first week of the next session;

that in other respects the Hules 
of Procedure of this House relat-
ing to Parliamentary Committees 
will apply with such variations 
and modifications as the Speaker 
may make; and

that this House recommends tty 
Rajya Sabha that Rajya Shabha 
do join the said Joint Committee 
and communicate to this House 
the names of Members to be 
appointed by Rajya Sabha to the 
Joint Committee.”

Shrimati Parvathi Krishnan.

Shri Vajpayee (Balrampur): There 
i« an amendment

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: He may move
it.

Shri Vajpayee: I beg to move:

<1 ) “That the Bill be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion theretaa by the first day of 
the next session.”



775 DwerW • AUCRWT 9. *Mt ProMMlkm JM)> 776

Mr. Depoty-Bpeakear: Both the
-motion and the amendment will be 
4iscusaed together. 2 will n il him 
after Shrimati Parvathi Krishnan.

Shrimati Parvathi Crbftaaa 
(Coimbatore): I welcome this Bill 
And I extend full support to i t  The 
only disappointing aspect that Z felt 
when the hon. Minister was speaking 
was that he starts off with a sense of 
defeatism, he talks of the great diffi-
culties that are going to be there, he 
talks of how it is going to take a 
very long time to educate public 
opinion and ao on.

As long ago as 1953, a Private 
Member's Bill was introduced in this 
House by my hon. friend Shrimati 
Uma Nehru, and at that time what 

did the Government say? They said: 
give us time, we should not be too 
hasty, we will bring a comprehensive 
measure. Six y ean  later, with great 
diffidence our Law Minister puts this 
measure before us for discussion.

This is a most disappointing thing 
because when he is there represent-
ing the Government to bring forward 
a  measure which is for jolting the 
social conscience of our country, at 
tha t time one would think that his 
very speech should give the initial 
jolt, rather than that he should start 
off by throwing cold water, in the 
manner in which he did. We know 
and he himself A id to begin with 
that he had received hundreds of 
letters of congratulations, messages 
and so on, and having given us this 
very happy information, he goes on to 
be so gloomy about it.
1 1  h » .

We are all aware of the fact that 
there is going to be'm uch opposition 
to this BiU, or to this Art when it is 
passed, in this country, and equally 
those of ua on this side of the House 
are aware that much of the solid 
opposition will be inspired from 
among the ranks of the ruling party. 
We have had the experience of that 
OMW itiflp ill' Kerala, Where it was 
thoar ftrwm amongst <the (tanks o t the 
Congress that oppaaed the- dowry.

<*Htsrruptio») I  did not say, ‘ruling 
£**ty*. I am careful enough to 
dl*ferentiate, and I know that the** 

many amongst the  ruling party 
wAo are as keen on this measure as 

are. But we cannot forget the 
«perienee in Kerala where it was 
fn>m tiie Congress ranks that the 
opposition to the Dowry Prohibitioa 

was voiced.

_  Shri C. K. fthattaeharya <Weet
^ h a jp u r) : May 1 make a  submis- 
"°n? Should Kerala be dragged In 
ev*n in the Dowry Prohibition Bill?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Because the
“°Vry question was also there.

Shrimati Parvathi Krlahaan: It is
always very uncomfortable to be 
reihinded of one’s misdeeds, and 
therefore, no wonder we find the hon. 
Member so sensitive even on a  ques- 
tio,i like prohibition of dowry. So, 
y°M see that the opposition has started 
very early.

What are the points that the oppo-
sition usually wields? One is that we 
must give our daughters someth’ng 
to tall back upon, that dowry is what 
we give to the daughters so that they 
t °  into the new household that they 
enter, the father-in-law's household, 
wMh the social and economic status 
that will enable them and help them 
t0 be respected there This is tbe 
ar*ument that is advanced, but what 
«*aally happens in practice? In 
practice, once a girl with her dowry 
goes there, the dowry Is snatched 
aw%y from her, and she really has 
Absolutely no claim to it at aU. There 
are hundreds of cases or rather 
thousands of cases which one can 
SUQte, where when a girl is widowed 
■t a very early age. she is thrown 
out on the streets, because there is no 
one there to support her, and because 
once the dowry which she brought has 
*one into the hands of the father-in- 
,aw*s people, they have no further use 
*o r hc&’Thctoe'&afMi'feeen’ cases . w « n  
**4n.'-thr .parent* baveM td to  taicue 

wfdowM * daughters' > 1 from
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mattteatment, and have had to take 
back into th rir  houaca. and 

then, these widowed daughters in 
many familiet have become drudge* 
even in their own houses, once their 
mothers and their elders have died 
•Such cates are there in plenty.

The hon. Minister when he was 
introducing the Bill, said that this 
Bill was being introduced in order to 
eradicate the suffering of impoverish-
ed people. 1  think these were the 
words he used. Unfortunately, it is 
not the impoverished people who 
suffer because of the dowry system 
It is more those who have got the 
wherewithal, and who are able to give 
the dowTy; and I  think the suffer, 
mgs; as far as the dowry system is 
concerned, and the evils of the 
dowry system are there in every 
section and every stratum of society, 
more so where the dowry entails a 
larger amount

Then, we also have the other 
argument that is always being 
advanced, the argument of religious 
practices, the argument of our old 
Hindu heritage, of our culture and 
so on and so forth. This is one of the 
favourite arguments to point out that 
one should not interfere with the 
sanctity of dowry. They do not care 
at all about the sanctity of marnage; 
it is sanctity of dowry that these 
people usually talk about in season 
and out of season

Always, we find that reactionary 
sections, throughout history, whenever 
they want to hold back the march of 
progress, whenever they want to keep 
up all traditions that help them to 
remain in power, bring forward this 
sort of arguments in trying to side-
track issue*

One cannot forget that a learned 
judge, some years ago, in n ludgment 
in a case about dowry, said iiesf' 
words:

.“When tha bridegroom is being
»ff«nd aa> »- marketable commo-

dity, the high standards of the 
scriptural marriages is ccntami- 
nated by sordid considerations of 
immediate monetary gain”.

No more effective reply could be 
given to those who talk in terms of 
the sanctity of dowry than these 
telling words of a judge

Now, coming to the Bill itself, the 
flist thing that I  would like to draw 
the attention of the Hoase, and the 
attention of those Members who are 
going into the Joint Committee, is 
with regard to the definition. Not 
being a lawyer myself, I am not sure 
how far this definition will really 
cover dowry or how far this defini-
tion will be such as to  prevent the 
misuse or prevent the contravention 
of the giving of dowry by soma 
means or the other.

The definition reads thus:
“In this Act, ‘dowry* • means 

any property or valuable security 
given or agreed to be given to 
one party to a marriage or to any 
other person on behalf of such 
party by the other party to the 
marriage or by any other person 
on behalf of such other party 
either at the marriage or before 
or after the marriage.”.

But I wonder whether this defini-
tion would cover whatever the fattier 
wishes to give to his daughter, or 
whatever a father is called upon to 
give to his daughter at the time of 
marriage by private agreement 
between the parties, that is, the bride-
groom’s family and the bride’s 
family For, here, he talks of one 
party to the marriage giving to 
another party to the marriage; I am 
apprehensive whether there might not 
be the danger of an understanding 
that a certain amount should be 
settled on the bride and later, 
knowing as we do what the social 
statu.-, of our women is today, know-
ing as we do the difficulties that  
women haVe «o ffcer 1 In  lite  f&laT, 
whether th a tw lll ‘n tf ta fteJwM&  15* 
goti.away: from -heir fey 'iftet!tiM& {T'l k
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bullying Is this * water-tight 
definition or not? Or should the 
definition be something more; should 
the definition be more precise, and 
more detailed in order to cover also 
the possibility of gifts being given by 
the father to the bride at the time of 
marriage9

Then, m the same clause, the limit 
that is set upon the dowry is Rs 2000 
I feel that this is much too large a 
figure, because in these days, we 
know what a great deal of indebted-
ness is arising because of this system 
of giving dowry People have to 
borrow, they have to mortgage what-
ever little property they have, and 
once the marriage is over, they find 
that it takes years and yean  for 
them to pay off these loans that they 
took in order to pay the dowry

That is why in our country the 
minute a daughti r  is born, there is no 
jubilation m a house, she is con-
sidered to be a liability whereas a 
son is considered to be an asset Only 
two days ago, 1 met a friend of mine 
who happens to be the third child in 
the family, and she is a daughter, 
she is a girl She was telling me how 
from her childhood onwards, one 
story was being repeated to her all 
the time by her mother, how when her 
brother was bom,—the first child,—
the grand-mother came with
scales and had the child 
weighed in gold and presented her 
mother with all that gold, when the 
second child was bom, it was a 
daughter, and they received some 
silver ornaments and so on When she 
was boro, as the third child, the 
grand-parents were so disappointed 
tha t they just sent a postcard, not even 
a greetings telegram Now, this is
a very telling instance

Mr. Depaty-8peaker: By that time, 
they might have lost that gold and 
silver

Shrimati Parraih i Krisluian: No,
Sir, they had no dauhgter to give in 
■Mtrrlag* The first was only a  son

Be that as It may, the point Is that 
when a daughter is born, the first 
thing that strikes the parents is: what 
are we going to do about the dowry’ 
Therefore, I think this limit should be 
brought down. I would suggest to the 
Members of the Joint Committee that 
Bs 500 would be a far more reason-
able amount If parents do wish to  
give their daughters ornaments,, 
because they like to see them dressed 
up at the tune of the marirage and 
so on, there are all the years preced-
ing the marriage and they can certain-
ly give their daughter these gifts even 
after their marriage, but as part of 
the marriage expenses, the jewellery, 
clothing and so on at the time of the 
marriage, the figure should be kept a® 
low as possible; because only then 
will it be possible to educate public 
opinion and to see to it that people 
do become conscious of the fact that 
marriage expenses should be restricted 
to the minimum

With regard to clause 3, I feel that 
the fine of Rs 5,000 which has been 
put down is rather exorbitant This 
might be considered strange, opposing 
the institution of dowry as I do, but 
1 feel that it is not by these monetary 
penalties that you are going to rouse 
social conscience in this country, 
much more are you going to rouse It 
by sending them to jail, by seeing 
that they are pointed out to society as 
enemies of society because they 
contribute to a custom and an insti-
tution that an evil m society I t 
i s  not money penalty that i s  going to 
rouse them, because those who have 
money will say, ‘All right We pay the 
fine and, at the same time, we do 
this* You may even have an agree-
ment, an inner understanding, 
whereby the fine will be covered by 
the amount that i s  decided upon for 
dowry

Therefore, it is a social penalty that 
has to be inflicted on those who are 
enemies of society and that is why I  
do not think that this fine is going to 
help in any significant way, on the
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other hand, it is the imprisonment that 
is fur more important and that is what 
we should concentrate upon.

Now, I come to clauses S and 8. 
Clause 0 says that any agreement for 
the giving or taking of dowry shall 
be void. Then clause 6 goes on to 
create a loophole for contravention. 
What are they told? They are told 
that they should not receive dowry 
•hove, as the Bill stands today, 
Ha. 2,000. Then they are told: "if you 
receive a dowry above R*. 2,000, you 
have to go to jail, you have to pay a  
fine; and make sure that that dowry 
is finally transferred to the bride.” 
This is the loophole thaf you are 
providing.

1«.IS hrs.

[ S h r i  B a r m a n  in  t h e  Chair]

In clause 5, you say that the agree- 
ment will be null and void. I think 
according to section 65 of the Contract 
Act, when an agreement is null and 
void, whatever is paid according to 
the agreement has to be paid back to 
the person who paid i t  I am not 
clear about this. I would like the Law 
Minister to clarify this point.

Shri A. K. Sen: The hon lady
Member is perfect on that point.

Shrimati Parvathl Krlshnan: I thank 
him. But there is something that 
really alarms me in regard to this 
particular clause. As is usual with 
many of the measures, particularly 
social reform measures, thaf are 
brought forward by Government, my 
experience has been that there are 
always these loopholes which enable 
people to contravene the law and get 
off very lightly. Therefore, I feel that 
this penalty should be much more. 
This provision for contravention, this 
loophole, must be looked irfto by the 
Joint Committee. They should make 
provision for avoiding any such 
contingency.

Coming to the last point, in elause 
8, the offence is made non-cognisable

This means that Government are 
expecting the initiative for action to 
coma either from the aggrieved 
parties or social reformers. They do 
not want to take any responsibility on 
themselves. They want to say: *We 
have brought a social reform measure. 
We are a very progressive Govern, 
ment. See what we have done. We 
have bowed down to public opinion'. 
But they do not want to go that one 
step further and take on executive 
responsibility for seeing that the law 
is finally implemented. If it is left to 
the aggrieved parties, if it is left to 
social reformers, I do not think it is 
going to be quite so successful as it 
would be if the executive authority 
itself had to take cognisance of 
breaches of this law. Therefore, I feel 
that this offence should be made 
cognisable and not left non-cogni- 
sable.

These are really the points to 
which I would like to draw the
attention of the House as far as this 
Bill goes. In conclusion, I would 
like to say that while the measure is 
a very important one and will give a  
fillip to the social reform
movement in this country—a 
fillip to the eradication of one of the 
worst social evils that has grown up 
in our country—at the same time, 
unless the women of our country are 
given basically equal status with
men in every sphere of life, you are 
not going to be able to eradicate this 
evil. It is no good being complacent 
and saying, *Now we are having our 
civil code. We have introduced one 
measure after another’. We Tiave on 
the statute-book today the Marriage 
Act, the Succession Act and so on. 
We have to go much faster than that. 
Side by side with the social measures 
that are undertaken, we will also have 
to see that economically women are 
enabled to have an independent 
existence and not continue as they 
are today, in the dependence that 
they have been forced into.

As 1 said, the ruling Party haa a 
particular responsibility la  this
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[ Shrimati Parvathi Krishnan]
because to every measure 

of this type that ia being brought 
forward, opposition has come much 
b o n  tram the side of the C o a p u i  
Benches than from the side of the 
Opposition (Interruption*). Tbat Is 
why I  would say that we should be 
awar» of this fact that the fight is 
there not only outside Parliament, 
not only against certain parties or 
certain communal groups who may be 
shouting in an organised manner, but 
even inside the Congress Party itself. 
In the name of old customs which aie 
a festering sore in our country, we 
ate told that we should go very 
slow. But it is very necessary, when 
there is a  festering sore, to have a 
vary quick and major sorgtari opera-
tion. In this case, the surgical 
operation needs the cooperation of all 
parties and all sections The law 
should operate in such a manner that 
this co-operation can be mobilised and 
this evil can be eradicated.

The Minister himself has admitted 
that it is not the Act that is going to 
eradicate the custom but it is the 
building up of solid public opinion 
that is going to root out this custom

Therefore, I hope that this Bill 
when it emerges from the Joint Com-
mittee, will be a much improved 
measure, particularly these loopholes 
will be removed, and it w ilt pave the 
way for tbe eradication of the dowry 
system

ft fpjsnfrrcr $  * *  ^  fa ta -r  <TtT-*nn
% 3,;rfc«RT fvqrT TOT A 3TOT
*WT*m *T?TT f  * q jtf *ft fw w flw
•rffe r snrr m  v t

w n  f * n *  m?wfirontr * *  i t f
w n s ft*r «n iia r # s r r A iit fw s frtffrs rc n  
| ,  ffn rr |  1 q w  f a r f t

Sr 5ft?r f t  v r  * n r  t o t  1 1
i i  f T ^  tftawr ^  1 H T vrfw v

m  vrfww* |
% w m  fa  ** % « w -fro r

u*rr t  w  f
f > » T  * T f f #  I

f t ? * j  j w * t  * i f  $  ft?  jjfa e r * w r

i r r ,  v r e p w  %  f * r r f t  « r c ff? r  #  * *
fir*fir *rf % fircwrcw
v r  3#  w t  | ? fVf«r *nft n  in #  

w i  t  v i  ^  Fftan: t a r  I  ft?
^ T n f * T f  % « n r  ^

^  f t  frvff, * r n p f f  ^
t o  % f a t  «nft a *  aft vp^ t f , 

* f k  f j r  & r  *  %  s r v « r  <r ^ s r
?ft «rc ft? «rftr
tptct sf t̂ arsnm % arm or «rr 
^ V i Y f r w  st§ t  j * tt * V  s w if i w ? % a * n  

J i f t  * r f  eft *n » n fs t « F  ^ r r  %
f?ro s pt pt  »r?m f?*ft t ff  t ffa r

f, st ot * *  sr% * ftwr *pr
v t  t o  % fcw ?sr sRCTsfhr if 

i f f  % i{**r rfh  fnft v r  i t#  t

q  ftf*r n* t # *nr 
trfirfjnm t t  ftwr 1 1 ftnr

|  f«B ftWTf %
v t  an t  t o  p .

^  t a f t i n p r  q«fm , 
aw c t t  «mrt ^  ^  finvmff
st f t n r ,  q ?  A a f U H T
^ rrf'T T  j? 1 t f t r  * m  ^  ^ t  
*rr ^ t t  ^ T fe r r  |  t f t  ft iv r ir a r  *r$ r v t n r  1 
*rft ?fara « iftn  «s^n

f t w  *n r r ?  ? j ? r t  ^  wfr 
m m  f t  a r m ^ t  1 ?ft t ? t  w r t  v t  ( W  
< w * n r  f t f  w  « F r  q m  $  

sgnqpfw  «p fe *m p rr < r t t  f W t ,  
^ w t  ftrrm rrw r A r t

8hri Tyagl (Dehra Dun): Boys will 
go into black-market.
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flsrfr wrrfor % ? 
^  fliww f  fo  wrsrtf w  tps wh 
| f a r ?  a r f f q w r  q r * r  &  w f * w  f ,  

fvnrni ^  % far* ***<& v> 
*$ar * if f  fcrr q? err, aft |  * r  *r*%  
#T f*rar $ u  33VT fkwry 5TFT W
99% s?% vr fiwnr $  <*pt  

w f l r  «nfr «*t $3 «fw«rr fcn $ i
ttttwft ^  vwwf (arttajnr)

*1* ft* ?ft 3 ft tft WT fr̂ IT I 
« ft  f H R i f t  : f t f t  unqfa *r& $ f%  

^  5«rqT frpj; ^itt %Ppt qforw
«T? $t»TT f r  WfcT f t  5W %  fa m  a r t  * 1  

i

aftmft « f t m  m f rm  (^rpre-tTsra 
s r r f ^ T T )  :  f 3R %  q r * T q >

q rsrtift: « m  fsr *nm fa  *r? 
f t p  ?>rr ?r> fa*  $«r v p^ t

wrcrwf $  v^mes %wsr fa®n? % *nro 
TOR-stott *̂p an*, m *  *rk- 
? w ?  ft »f £ *?t snrr ^  5M  1
V j t  irni v  ft *  «pf ert P u t aw wnft 
4 t  * r $ ' f t  a t m  * « r r  zm n r  f a r  ? r r * t  
wfc ^  tfercT wn I ,  * k  s^sr *  jtptt
ww *pr *..........

41 w rit: armr fa «tt faa?ft
I t  h  vrtm  1

*!£$*&  sn v ft 
^Sr^fWTWTOTfasff fwwqft 
«rofif tpjh mt w* ^ m . *ft froin^t 
^t *rtr ^  tiU *n*rf?r q>r ittch 
W R  *ra?n ^  1 fa ^ j ^  v t  vA  
*K *  em trr fa  #  ??sr s w  *r 
*nrfa $ j # ̂  «rre ft qs% M ft fwr 
Pb iv  w  it ft^isr ft?n ?affT. 
f r *3 f tw  ^  sfn̂ jsr w  fr*r?w 
^ ,< r m r f j f v  ^  art f̂ar w w w -
w  ^ 1 hxj ^  vrr>» f  ft? *>
^  «r̂ r ^  firar ir # |  # f»q#

«nrrftw  - f m  «f «nfi?n roi; «ft*nr *  
w v f t « n w r » ?  VTfr^W fnw w Bt 

W  *sr <r«FW #  iftsr T |#  
f  1 «Tct nfhftrffjrt

»  f m  iruewflH «frc t r m f iw n f  I
# VTW T**t % ftw 3?5*> | %fm* 
art v<flr ^ t-w tt  ^  « rm fir<p

STR ^TfT ^«n t ,  t *  i g w i f w

f* rrd  wt
ir? tit mer f  i %rr M?*r |  fv ̂ mTftrv 

% ftr? ^tr flf # ht  iRTnrm w h  
wwrsrlf^ffrcgwvT ?nf*R*rww?nft 

w f <rc, 3pw t  % gfdfH f^ 
q t  |  «ftr «r«irR «rc ^fr | ,  «rt 
^ % r 4 t m  qm?r vtff ftnrr «rqr 1

S*rm w^Rrr *m5nr ^  srqr % f«re? 
^  fqw»r #*rn: qrr «qr«rr «rr, aft « ftr
4T-HTVrf|- ?fiT55T t ,  « <«FTT >  ^fWRIT 
«tt% | ,  wror %̂ qt I, ^qqt <nnar 
^ m f%?nftrqt ^  rfemf t- 

ift ?«FgT «pt% %̂  * m  % 
faw after f«prr arr*nrc»r |  % 
t  w ^r swr % fire j ^  w p sj^ r wrcwr 
w* 1 ^ftsr *w ?*»# «î f ^*it «ftr 
f«r <otjt % «n# 1 * tt IMs* $ fir i f  

% m»f >n<t afta^ % * r r  |  1 
wppr 'i*n# % <?v «frt w r m  
ft?ft |  1 f  Up $*rro n&m
<jrr gt *mr, ^  nf, «pr
fS W K f€t «T$f VTW 11 

w m ^ r % ^  «ct f ira#  % aft

H  qngw * r  arrr ft q^ft fsr «nn*r #  
«i*nr *  an^fir 4«t w &  m  sniw  ^ i t  
wr w r «n? i^ rr «ftt w n f a *  vri> 
«9f fpm d i 'P F W « i t  * 1 3 7  t o  t o  

qnf^iarw  a f t ^ i  $, j f w  
qrt*fV,f^ «nr q ^  1 1 R r t  «r*n^ 
M :  %*rcr % g ro P w  ^ r n  %
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(«ft tTCfWV)
* d r  |  tft *  fm nfiw f g * ir  % 
m wrf 9  ft# wn  urit 1 1 aft qw w  
•y irc A  ^  W i w w  W’Bmrtfr
f  f e  5»ntT fTPT ^TT (fr «TJ|T, qrpj* f n  
«un( « n  w f t  f  1 *  inrom  
£  Rf n f  fW er qstf ?*rr  ̂ tar % f*r* 

1 s f t  w j * * *  tft «w r«t 
lift 3 * *  t o  % fW  aw a v  fraw  
iftr  f r  m? wrfar anm w  *!$ ft»ir ?w
W  W  fT 7 m  SOW * $ f l  $  tft
«mprr wr ft? f3rf«r »Ht t*r wtw qr jrqtnr
«PWf f t f i W t i t  STRff 3  q$* SWT % 

fa %3 *T^T * *  $  * ? t «FT qTFPT

ftar ?rc$ % prc, q* «f j*w  far | » 
ft$ re  A  i f k  w tn  $f * 3  3 , * w
n r  % t o  r r  % vre #
>FT̂ T f r m  WZ 3 fm  I A 3TR5TT 
w prr 'jf ftr f t  ?> srreff ^ t *rT*nr w t  
%, WT «PTfT % «^3T s«rr 3
W R  «nf |  ! *r>rc «pr5t *mt t? t  

^  «r* ^  ^ at
swr *?t *r?Rft x£t eft $  mmarr ^ f% ^  
* t f  ssnpqr <nvm  ^  t  1 ?pim § * tt  
*5t «Rftft 5pTJ!ft Vt *?<& f f  3JCTT 
| t  «qsrt % §*r q^sr j r t  qr* *r*ra fa  
y n rr  ^nrnr snrfa * r  Tfr |  1
fH7 5ETWR ^ t  «fk *TOFR ift $T°TT
% awrnfr * t snrarqfcr
|> rr  1

?w ft *tct M s *  |  fa  
f*r$*rv qtt ^  srppm 
W t f R r  fta n  art’T 1 5*r qit 
JR?TT !Rf ^  3n§, *fl£t f a  ?*T
«m *RTT SPTFTT *TT  ̂ ^ ft* 9FF9T W  % 
<W 3  $  *TT ?fl?t, «lftg 8*f*W fa  Tjqf ^pr 
an  f r s w  >PT̂ pr 3TR ?ft 3R?IT ?«%
swrt  flf *nj«fta % < m  ^  *ns 
ftwff t  *®| t t ^ t  ?nr snp ft »nff 
^»*tt «w w f fa? *ft*r « * f * im  wr w p r

% s f tw w  % w w ^ w  ^  t 
A  wwptt wnptr il flit nw iftw r an*lftr 
i f t t ^ w n f l w w f ^ ^ f W f r w  
« t k t c  Ir m nr 98T t |  1 1

tdtt nowio v x z n v i  -. % «mr9fm 
i > n f  1

* f r w n w if t : w f t  q v  i?f^rr w w r  
^  fip V » «  ? •  T * w  ait T #  
«rf |  «r$ f f t r  « r f w  1 1  i i |  qw  qnc 

*m  A' «h irtt jf fv ^ f>rR ¥ t 
’w w  « m  f R f t  ^  ftn$ «rf%wr |  (ft p R lt 
% ftro; « F *n lt  ?t iw ^ t 1 1 ^
^  wwr q r  «r^f ^  ftf <s»n » t  « r t  f e n  
arrm |  1 im  Prtt itwt v^mmr 
% ¥»r h  «rnft qwn % ^ r a r  ^r % 

j b ;  ^ rr f  ?ft t»q» anr w*nr 
A  wr fnpm ^  <mrT9T f^nnf % 
?s»T«r 3?rc % aft ^p? ^  |  « m  ^ t  
veJWt % f ^  v t t  snre?r * iff  $t?rr ?ft 
A  «*TB?rT
HOT *n*r ^f STTJPfV I *TTT?T H f*P?T%
»r^RT <nt ’ «nrc »rrr ^ ^  ?r
frt^sp !T q r ?ft Ttqr 5PTT § *WT ^
WT2T ^ t «S£ ? t f t  ? n ra  ^  5(00 ft «rfwr

wt *Ttr «ftr ^  ^sr *rrft m  
fr^rf f e n  arw, \o , ?» ^  ^cfk 
«tftr»rr % fiw  arw «ftr ?ra# gir ^  *  

q̂> xjqi 59TMT ’fir ferr ^ t r  ?ft ^  fnrn?rr 
P fq> h(m>) 'Ti'T q*r P r w
a n ^ n  « r r m  qn^^r < ^ r  *r^f ^  
<A*rr 1 v s fe R  *r^ «rnr ^nsr «r^f
|  f^RRT ft? s«qit v t t  qrc ^  ^ |r
f  1 « tt% t inrrsr % g « m  qsr srw 1 1 
« w r *  % ir%  ^  srfejRmt f  «ftr ^ r  
sift n a w t  qrr ajft «qt ^  wrorm $ v f  
^sifpT w p m  r f t  qirmr, ^ w t  *fte 
v o t t  1 *rg ?ft 3?tt < t fftqnttlt q»rm 
|  1 t o  w kvpc m  v r f T  w*tt nrr 

vpn w vn  ’•rr^eft t  f T
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*ram % gwrt **TTt
{  g o *  « | y  * * r  « w « w !p r q w  i *  
fircr t Srtr ffctor |  flr it c t t  w  
n w f f t  mmt * t  % tim  v s r r  $  
• f t r  swNfl' s w f h H i  v t  j f t  a n  « m  
»nflf w |  1 m*. f * r  w q s w r  3  % * *  
w r it  %  I m r e  <jt f t *  «ffc  M  a n *  * r *  

*fcar tc fm smnfc |  « f k  m rit %  wrc
WWW JWFT Ŵ PIT $  ?it f l  'T̂ V VFfRTT 
ft? W  V T ^ T  f T  V l f  « p r  « « r
^ p ft*T  f t  «W»<II f

w f t  qjfT »nrr f v  g f a *
*  » ifr  V FR^fT qtftsr TT fiWT «mr I
* P T  JTT9R- ffeft t  *r*FT A
w  « * < - v  *  « < v t < v t  is fo n s ift  v t  
«m S r ?rcf ?m»raT jf i ?req?rc*PT7 * f t

* *ftr 3 % *itf *rarif H^t f t #  «fk 3 *-
wiftar f t  arrcr <w w r  7 **ft- 

fat* 3" 3TFRT ^T?3T £ ft? S?T <?t TI3*ft 
% «n$»W w  SWF* t  >RT I  ? 
fmft fafa *rft h >imai t o
•m ^ n  f e n  f  i v T ^ R m t  Ir f * r

f  f r  q f  w>t jpniT f*rft 
%  * n *  <tt t r *  ^ n i?  t  mx s t o r  ?»t * f
f t m  t  f r  Ji? qrer* f a t m  ’  * * r  
fa$qv  *5t mrrrr \  *  t o *  m  •$% ?ref 
%  f f p j w  fl^ t *FT HVcft $  1

q *  » n * f t a  « i w : «rt«T vr nwrft
t  1

w t w n w i f t :  «fhTT V* « * t f t  I
3  « f J M  g *T*rc JfTT M<W I  

f V  «n rr  a t t  « f t t  «ft + w h  v t t  ?ft 
* r f t T *  « r 3  *  filfireRIT f i r W t  < f k  f i r  
w i  ftp %n f #  J 3  h r #  v t  * r t t  *njt 
i  1 Jm  |  ftf w  W Nw
qst 'H*i««i SlM lRd fV V T
s n * r « ^ 4 t ^ 3  9 x v t t  xffc ĥc-M'w O  

ifrc w  t t  «*nt«r
3ft Trsr^filPF « «  a  t  

«5W*r afSRTT % 3 T P R  w  P r ^ T f  ^  
142 LSD—9

flifin r mrrrflf v t  w s r if  i flpftw *f k  
4 ^  *  w w  i r r t  ft*T*w # #  
w arrvr w  Pr#»r^ ^  «n<wt v t  arorr 

v t «nnn9 iftr  «iWt #  «ntor %  r̂ lit 
q *  *$* ?ft ^  <^ar irt * m  ^ r c

i< r t t  qfi»F «rnr «r% y r  % fiw if 
v r ^nra wt^ ?ft fv  A ?ft <far 
i#«n w  f*rr v r  *mnr
iTHm *rr v r  s tr t  m *m , t  

JfBT *T flf*RTT f  ?ft %$ ?Rf <Nr #
nr*rr jt pt t  «jt  « fk  efar #  faq r
9rw«n \ ^  < sm  "ft
ffTMT u r f  eft <i*4)^i % mv f*r 
&r  fft ^ t r t  1 fth ftt: ir f t
$  f ^ - 7  «F^m *If Itftf *RTTC «(Et

«t?r *r^ t  1 ^ r  «*v«r 3<tpu-
u f r t ^ r q 4  v r  i r m  ^<fc, s w i i  
v t ’trpsnr ^fr 3  ^ t f  ^  ^ s r  j r i  

^nrt?r sr^t v *  1 ir f t  v u g i& t
wff*T % f t  T fl ?Tf 9IPTT w rfcw  TfT fa
gf?| f* n t iftr  qrw Ti v r  j t r  «nfl-
I  I 3^3T JPTT q»T fTtphr v t f  5f^f VTffr
* j t r  ^ t  f t  ^  $ ? n  ^  f iw w  g lw r

I  I 3T<r V* *  3TSIPT HTOt #3t f t  «ffc
wrr % f e r  «rc < w r r m  ffterr 

t  <ffc a n r ^ v t firJTT ? ^ r  fiw  v t f  

rft-w  «rR t f*nrar |
?ft m r v *  3*t *!?* ^ t  q u it |  
sfirtfa $ $  f t  $  OTvt wt %rnft 

^  ? w  qt«T •p tt ^sft % ^ t

^  fcn ^rft ^TfrTT 1 ih  *nar«fft

Vt ^ 1 ? f  "PT o#> ifWT
■Tfti VT% ?55T n^l tt+o t HTRTI5T 
^ T  spt VT?RT g'-W  ^  wpr-
?«nrar |  1 5m  |  %  v r f t  «^ht

* m  w w rfa^  %c r t  w k  an^fir 

% <IK ffFtl ’TT^, <Tf# ?n? I 

q ^ r f*r tR w  #  ^  fqpc

f *  w f j *  «rr «jf* i w i t »
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' p f r  *T*r*t]

Sfrr f t t w  'I ftp wo t  w  <f<it-
*»r «t t  nmftoTT fr f ^ r r t  «rtt tfffft

a n ^  % ^  sw ifts fipiT «rnr «ftr 
«pmr f t  tr*  *t t  f r  Sr ?rt *r*r# 

«rr^r *?t
*ntT TO# $ I W  *Hr t  OT 3HrR f t
ftrftrcr f r 3  t i t r t t  i

Shri Tya«l: I am opposed to this
Bill

Some BM. Members: Why?

Shri Tyafi: For the simple iea&on 
that these small measures .

<n*far from : i

«ft ww'f . A f a r  fT fartlv 
w f t w  f T 3T 9  f f  *i? g t f t  $ tit  *ffc* 

3f t  f f  q y f r t e  w w t  t o  • J i m  % f? R  

w i j r $  t  f t i  wg?r 3r»r? <tt
*re*r fra

*?t % T^t t  » «i w c t  % *  #
H1#q7 % V% T̂fTT «TT f r  % 
^*TT % f a t  *3 f t f  »*ra fT*T im  tfT*T 
q zsrv*ft «#k sr? f t  smreft i 
1*1 Bjt£t «St€t *  f r  53* *TcT '<> 
*$ar nn  5fr, ctt ^  gf^t ejtzt T̂cfr 
*  w r r  w  rTTR % t o  *if $ f r  

fam*r wr ?mer 4  «?£  ̂ *ra g f r  
f̂*» f t  ssra % f?w v tf ** fra  

w  $  i

tm  m ra f  f r  gr *fmTset fT 
q f  TWT £ffiT & aft f r  3Ft W tv ;  
fr wrorc ^arrfp » m  fa f t^ T  

ai$ <7f tfcn fsnr m<i $ aft f r  
^ ly ftiw  $ s*t 5if?r *  *ft s*ra 
*3i  *ft a n fw  t , arĝ r *rt f*nrtfan 
t  i f t r  fsR T T  ftp f r o  5*m Y  * f ^ r  

«ft*?ft nr^hft f«»r^ * fr*T i frtft 
ftnftfort w S  1 1  * t f*  f  *s

ifr w *  ? t t  ?flff <fWr |  » f r r  <*fr *rr 
fWfNer mtpr *  * v  *ft w r i t  ^ h i r t  
fUan f% t^htrftw % t tm .  ^  
jfftfr ifr^t xnf^ t f>p *r? ^?t  f t  «ftr 

?ftmr^t f t  n«r^ »rw arr *% «flr
fffTPTT fT  I

^  ^  « f t  %  f t  v ^  i n  
% f ? r  f t  w  m s  n*A%z f i  »s#

3ft tft 9̂T % W?5JT sftiTfiw  t ,
% sftrr f r i t  «r^rr *r<R 

^ f f T  W W W  * T T  I  * f t r  J T f '3f  V B f t p f r  t f 1 
t  5XII5T 7« ? t  ^ UT f t f
W f? I  ftsr ^  g?T% M  *w

*11$ t  i #Mifir. *r? ^  »r W5pr 
t [ f  V T f t  T ^ t t f t T ^ T T

n w s m ; «ft ^  ?ft ^ft A  »m»mT p 
fsp *r?rf^Fret eftrdenr *jra t  
■ ^ ^ T f T  §55 * T t * f t  l T C  5P T X  ^  I w t  * r ^ t  
^  «mr ^ t  ^ h h  f t ^  ?®t ^ rs t 
# f t  f ft ft im  f t  fT  f 7 %  if ? <?«17<1f 
imft n  ^ fty R t « t r  5nr^-? f r c  >m t 
% fjro ?r fes f r  W  tffc « »r|w  
aft f% g fr ^ ft  % « r a  ?Tf # >1 <ra?* 
^ ft  v»%  *m ft ^ t  % s w w  ?r *r$nq
f f T S F f t  %  « r a  *b  f T  I S T H T  « T H  ? T * T .  
j f f c n f t  %  H T « I  #5 f T  « T ^ f t  < M  S T » r  I

v*T5mpft % m « f̂r «tht «ft5rr 
5T*- f r  f̂ trr i «m m  «ftr ffrsR  
» n « ?  #5 f r  ^ t a r  f T M  ^ n t  i  J h T  
s n f t  9RT$m fT *rsn m  |  f r  ^  
i J J U f l z  f t  %  f T O  f T ^ P T  ^  7 F V T  
^t<m<r t o i  «r?w ^ t  
<IT %(WK «TTOT ^ I W < I? VK«!T 
f r  ^ 3 r  »m *ft, v »p  saw <t ?ft % *r 

w t  { f W t ,  * t i t  ? p p n  t  f v  w f  t r * * r t ^ f t  
#  m  «rf |  ifik  « t  ^ r t  w p r  t « t t  
t  * f t a r  f t f  m f w  * r  f i t ,  t r f t w  * r  
t ( t  ^  ^ t r  » t f  « w r  • t  t ^ t  ^  I  ^ 8T
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«*rro v w r  fa  ^  vk  
w r | % $srr a * w r  r, ^ r f t  
tffcnvft *ft  *nrr * t  s n r  #srarwt 

* r  ft *3»rr *ft* w  ipr^ ftftrFft- 
n r  s jp  f o r  a t ^prra s nnfiup s r t

VfPTT^R f t  an̂ *IT, W  ?TT? ft SnTTST 
jR^n *rt forc *rr^*r ^ t  $ ifhrr fW t 
j f t  nrrcpft v f  m T  fftsr n i  i t  
«flr s ir  a w *  v t  *pt? anr? «r *rm

f a t  I XTR ?ft frfft« <  «T?* aPT

*11 f<R »TPTT f % 5*ft 3 7 5  SRT *n*p
Sm |  1 fft* p  »pt?
VT^t WITT ^RT 5fai •T̂ t I eft ^
«Hjft ? r  *T5T5r«r $  ftr stm ^ jt * t  

tW s t t  ft *rt »5fftt 1 «nft * io
w r it $  * 7  « t#  %, f f^ r r  % * z  > nr f t  

*nr fru it f a  w r  gwr ^  *?rt §<rc 1 
fttaTS# ft, ft p j  *rsftftt ^
ert WTO ?T *PT f?t 3TPRT *n?ft t  
fa  w r fon, *raT *3t  f e n  1 ft ^ c n  j? 
fa  «ftr ?tts ft tft s*r «tt *itr v th R  1

S *rrft*ltf 5ft fa  «#•* ft ^ F t 5—  

*m *m> — ^ t  v r x  ^n% fw?rr?>
$ 1 er*mft s*tt ■*mft ^  *rV q ^ rffrvr

<F*tft f ,  ftftR  * *j? ft $,
«nr ?h t > v t Vfadt & »

«ft»rat * *  w w i : xm  ft ^ % t  
vft* ^HTt % ffts «P?ft |  1

: «rrr ift ft * * t |  i
ftft * t  T fa  fcrr *i^?ft

$ 1

wr w m  *15 | fa «rt $*r*. ft 
vRntT «ft ararr h  ?(t 1 «nrc v t f  sre^ft 

* * t f t a f tq t f t$ f t s t> f t s t  fr fa  
3*% fft % ** m «pt fft
5t JRTK ft *JTKT ^  I W  5IKt %
wtft z x  m f t  % A 3cht3 ^t»r
fv  « m  «ft |<*R ft WT<tT ?t »w <ft v^t

i n  * t  fir^ K  ^t ^Nr w arr^n ^  1 

<wt ftr * * z  <nft f  f f a  »nft n f t  
^ t f^TTT %  $  *T%  t  I q w  « m  
wre ^ t f t t e  *nr s j t c t  « i f €  

b f t t  «Jt %jtt w r l  ?ft *nSt ^  a v r
?ft 53HTft 9URT 

RT srT^TT fft ^JT^t P tW P  ft^TT "I^H- 
«ftr frsn v»RPft fWt 1

«tfiw STfTTi« <nw  (1& m ) : 
*rg g ? w t  z w  *rf\ t o t  1

Wt fm n r : o t t  u f  z *
?T$t fPRTT fft 5Trtt ft «rcr ?arrt % f t fe  
fk$  3CT ««pft I  »

tw  *m  t c  *ftr *rtr sOfsnf 1 

?rr T?r ^  ftr 5nr% ^ r t t  w m  w t 
£ 1 m t  *rr win * f k r  f t  T^r ^  1 
*r *8f ? ts %  ^  fft?rft 1 f t n  % 

flWTT 5=r?f̂ flff Tt Ht ?nr% 
*rra^ft ft fanr ^rft i  1 ftfipr v*rr 
aK ti ? t ^ p t  l i f t *  «rnr*ft % 1 
<TSVt v t  <fjt ^  ^ y v t  TT
a r m  4 f s ift  f i p f t  % 1 ^ t  f r

? ftr  ^ t  =njpT *(t <nr ^ r f t  f  1 ^  ^ g f t  
£ f v  sw art m  W3«FT

^ r  ^  1 f«<R w *  % wrsr ft 
y r  *»r?t *n fo r r  ^ t  ^  r f t  f  i 
^  A  v?  n r  ft . * p t t  f W t  » r ^ r  
jfft 5=rwft £  sft %  t t t t t  *f& F &  ^  |  
^ ^ j t  j f j  w r r  fa ?  ar*r? f«rT

1 1

spr r̂ f ^ ;  ? t ?  ^ r r  fiprr f
JJrTTf^^ 5TSSFT « t  «TFT %  * R ^  TT ^ « F t  
arnr<T?r *r fffar f*r=r ^  1 ft
s^ m  g fa  * m  s&r -ft erlr ftfar* 1 

f t r t  «ft * if  ?> |  f r  t o  arer
?mnft- ?!a 7T f^nnf m i  fv  %b 
w n n f t  %  T n a  9 r n R R  t ,  aiw  ^
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^ r r  tft f i r *  *  « r i?  % f|^ r r  
f tf r r r  i ? |s r  *  wwff *
IW W  flW I IPTT WTT
w j»r w*r S' f% x p f t  I t  ar *$* fMtorr 
t f r  *r v*pfr w r  *ft ■xmitt A  % ^ p b t

?W ?ft ^  QHW HVflT f  ft? >Tf
«nw 1 1  fcftR «nr * t  wrr 
*ft  i r n n  A  f f w r  flrar iw a T |  w  
f a r  w  fim  * t  *rrrr *torr #  w?*r f t  
*K»T t  I *r*% W WIT *ff TTRTT HRrT 

w p  f l f f *  v r  w n  *rt 
ff^a r ftrfc i w  warf Ir 

H>p ^ * v t *ft smft wrnrr 
aprf f t  arrWt i eft w  e n f  * f  'fo r
•fiff W  fl«Rft I ?ft pRT W W  WH73T
w r  |  ? A  v f m  jr f a  atarftft v t  
w 5r r 3 w r 3 3 n r r * w f a * f  w  o r f  v r  
ftPT JFTHT ^  U*WT arw I art IfflT 

rnrw  if a n v t  *ft*ft f trn f  *t ^ r r  
* w  i ? R f % qnsj?r w»tt wrr eft 
«rtwf<A *fri ^ n r  q f f  flirarr arr w o t  i 
w w f a *  f r a  *rer % f W  v t t 5 r r m  i

aiger tft fsRrcfaff *  ?ft*r i*p  ^  
w  ap r p m  <ftfr f  i 5JSSPJT5T sft*

f  i w ^ r s a f lf w  $ i
fr v r h r  ffrcnr A  *%  v m  T f f
*rrff$ i f8?W H  ?ft*r aft ^  s w w r c  
«rc As  v *  ra rfV  *  It r̂r-rr i t  %et 
f  *»f  tF ftfi ftQ jv  % i w  m t  f*TT^ 

* i f * r  * n f  <fr w *  fiw  wi^-r 
v n  w w r f f r  «nrc v t f  frr ft  w  ^5 t
fTHT <nVIT VT 'TT'ft fw*TT »jt j w r
<ft$*rr «ft Hir^t \  *r^t# «ift w ^ t ift 
um ift i «rrr w  « T f  ^  ^ftviX^t v r  
fpR p f v #  «RT ITOT ? f t l t  rft
vjft w t t  t  %  tftaroft v t  f t o r  
arm ^ftn ir*»# ftf ^rf * m  * v n

<tw 1 1  w r  titetxH  y u l r *  f t  
%tr w n M t  ift aw ? t n f t  » * f t  t 

w r w w rw n r^ t% # w n ^ % » t It

Ŵf nrfW vHt jt  t  fv ^rif<t 
f r  wflff’ift f c r  w in f t  |  r r  wnff 

 ̂vrsf wnrl t̂̂ #iTv?sft| i v s tx  
Srtftir’r t f j f t f i s a r r t f * *  # wt»r 
^  ^  VZ t  « firftw  w r  
sfc* »t Mt It vbr wt tft wfrr **  
w *£  f  w f f t r  «if wrif»? f r  i f t W t  

\xt mn>«ft i %pt* «m 
5Tf vr wf?r f*rr?ir rft ŝ ftarr qf ftm 
ftp tftar*<t  ̂ wrftnrf f̂t *rrcfc? 
#' n r  a m f tt  i

^  w rr firtf ^rfarf «n: 
*frc ^ t M  i «nft * f * r  *n#eft aft ^  
w m r  fa  aft * h r  <r* q-tff 
v t  ^  h w t
5rw*rT i n r #  *rnft »r$ f a  m u  4  
qrpft fr r ^ t  v t  «rrtt in : T f  r j  eft art A 
« m  sm rv v t  ^*rr ^ f  ?fr ?^ar » ih i
*P P T T  ^ftfTiT art A ^TTJft *TCT?t V t  
s  nr )Tf <far ^  *n*n t o t t  
v f t f a  w f  eft Srtt TT^f ^ft fc I 
v m . A  xn$\ ?r«^t *Ft w  f « r c  ? n  
% f * r r  eft « f a r  ^ f f  JfT^n arr$*rr i

*» fww 5 T J T  m  : | W  I —

qr^far ^  Sfwr farewr »nf?nr |  «TftF«r 
«r ^W t i

«rr f«n«ft : A  Tfirer aft *  tt^t 
•̂(jcT w  v « r r  f  i *trft5fl«sff A  

^  ^ T « r T « r n r ^ f t « w f f  ftw r vTjarrwr» 
wrr eft i*A  wr fawr t  i 

jjff i r r ^ f  ffcrr t  f a  irnr w  v w r  
t  i w*r fawr |  :
“In this Act, ‘dowry’ raeuu any 

property or valuable aecurity given 
or agreed to be given to one party
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to •  marriage or to any other per* 
sen on behalf of such party . .

Therefore, it is either that party or any 
other couirin or anybody on behalf of 
that party. For the sake at distinction 
we may call it ‘party  No. 1’. Then it 
says:

“ to be given to one party 
to a marriage or to any other per-
son on behalf of such party by the 
other party to the marriage or by 
any other person on behalf of such 
other party . .

Therefore, it will be dowry only 
when it is given to this party, say, for 
instance, to  the boy from the side of 
the girl. If anything is given from 
the side of the girl to the boy then 
only it will be considered as dowry.
It must go from one party to the oppo-
site party to be called a dowry.

Pandit Thaknr Das Bhargava: Party 
to the marriage which can only mean 
wife or husband and nobody else.

Shri Tyagi: Of course, party to the 
marriage; there is no doubt about that. 
It means that either the daughter her-
self must give to the bridegroom or 
anybody on her behalf must give to 
the other party or anybody on behalf 
of that party. There are two parties 
in the marriage. If any person on 
behalf of one party transfers money 
to any person on behalf of the other 
party, that becomes a  dowry. If two 
parties are-not involved in the tran-
saction and a  father gives something to 
his daughter, that will not be a dowry. 
That is what the law says. If you read 
the provisions here you will find it to 
be so. I want the lawyers to contra-
dict me; I am a layman. That is the 
meaning of the provisions here, as far 
as I am able to make out, that dowry 
will only come in when two parties 
are involved. One party is the reci-
pient and the other party is the giver 
of the dowry; either they can directly 
conclude the transaction, the principal 
parties themselves, or anybody on 
behalf of one party can give some-
thing to any other person on behalf of 
the other party, but it must p u s  from 
one side to the other. If the father

J 9 7  D ow ry

gives something to his daughter it will 
not be a dowry.

According to  this, Sir, where are we? 
How is the dowry system going to be 
stopped? Under this provision you 
can give Ra. 5000, but the only condi-
tion is that you should not give i t  to  
your son-in-law, you should give i t  
to your daughter. In that case i t  is 
all righ t I suggest, Sir, for God’s 
sake do not come out with measure* 
which are a laughing-stock before the 
public. What will people think about 
us, when we, Members of Parliament, 
pass such an Act which has no mean-
ing? Even the objective of the Bill ia 
not achieved by this wording.

Then there is something said about 
presents. If the present exceeds 
Rs. 2000, the father or the parents 
concerned will immediately be sent to 
jail for six months. Is that the man-
ner in which such a relationship 
should be controlled? Marriage is the 
only occasion in the country, in India, 
where a house is happy, where every-
body is in his happy mood. It ia on 
that occasion that you want to bring 
the bombshell of this law. What is an 
this?

Then about the security and the 
money. You can give any money to 
anybody. For instance, you can give 
a gift to anybody in the world but not 
to one's own relation! That is what it  
comes to. Then why not stop the gift 
to others also? I can give any amount 
to anybody, gifts to anybody, but not 
to my kith and kin! That is what it 
comes to. I can understand that mar-
riages should not be performed or 
subsist merely on the basis of ex-
change of money. That is objection-
able to me. Wherever there is any 
marriage, any agreement or settlement 
between the two parties on the basis 
of money being exchanged, I  think 
that is criminal. I can understand 
that it should be stopped, but if wil-
ling often are made, for instance, by 
a father to his daughter, what is the 
matter? For instance, I h a w  no aeta. 
If I  have any money, to  w h an  shall I  
give it? Shall I  give tt to  your Mb
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tor nothing? After all, some money 
must go to my daughter. But you 
•end me to jail; because my daughter 
was married and 1 gave her some 
money I must go to jail. There must 
be some limit on passing laws. I sug-
gest and I appeal to the Government 
not to indulge in such small matters 
because they are popular and because 
there is demand for such measures.

Somehow or other, we seem to bo 
feminine-ridden. Somehow or other, 
we have given so much lift to the 
lB d ie s  that whenever any demand 
comes from ladies we surrender to 
them immediately, reason or no reason 
H u t  seems to be the law Whatever 
their demand, that is considered to be 
a reformist demand because the de-
mand is m a d e  by the ladies After all, 
I think it is all right that dowries go 
to the ladies

In the circumstances, I request my 
friends that they should not be impa-
tien t Such things can be brought 
about by means of real education It 
is wrong for the Law Minister to say 
that a penal measure will be an educa-
tive measure. This is something con-
tradictory. I t is a law of penalty and 
a penal law, it is expected, will edu-
cate society, as if education is penal 
and penal actions are educative 
actions. This is something contradic-
tory which I cannot understand

I therefore oppose the Bill. I suggest 
we should not indulge m these 
smaller matters Let us leave this 
matter to  society, and take up some 
other serious affairs for the develop-
ment and progress of the country

1« J I  fan.

{ S h r x m a t i  R n r u  C h a k k a v a r t t y  i n  t h e  
Chair]

M uJ«la  Devi (Goalpara): 
I am very happy to welcome this long- 
awaited Bill and I am happy to see 
that at least an opening is made tor

elicting public opinion and effort in 
eradicating this social eviL Many 
of our women's organisations are 
working it* this field to remove this 
evil from our society. But they find 
it an uphill task. When great 
speakers like our hon friend Shri 
Tyagi are there, I am afraid it is rather 
difficult for us to achieve our aim.

An Hon. Member: He spoke in a
lighter vein

Shrimati Manjola Devi: Yes; now 
I do hope that the House will take 
this matter in a serious way and see 
that the tragedy of our society is 
removed

I shall narrate to you a few unhappy 
events m our society, when we try to 
eradicate this evil from the midst of 
Indians and raise the standards and 
morale of the citizens of India and 
Indian culture There was a marriage 
party that came to perform the marri-
age The father of the daughter was 
unable to meet the demands of the 
bndegi oom'* party As a result the 
daughter, unable to face the insult to 
her parents, put an end to her life by 
committing suicide

There has been another such occur-
rence When the bridegroom's party 
arrived and the relations were assem- 
abled and the priest was waiting to 
perform the ceremony the bridegroom 
refused to arrive because he did not 
get the required amount As a result 
the bridegroom's party returned and 
the bride was left alone According to 
the social custom, after the betrothal 
is over, the bride becomes a vagdatta 
and for her life she could not be 
married

There are many .such occurrences 
that are happening in our society. 
There are also some girls whose stories 
came to our notice, namely, that they 
committed suicide to save the predi-
lection of their father because the 
fathers had to sell the entire property 
to give their daughters in marriage. All



thi*  tragedy of life could be avoided 
1# this social evil eould M  removed 
and the system of dowry could be 
eradicated from our midst

But the measure that we take 
should be effective It should not be 
just like the Sarada Act, a mere scrap 
of paper The people should be rous-
ed to co-operate with us This measure 
should be a sort of opening to get the 
co-operation of the people The prt 
sent situation in India, especially the 
economic situation is such that very 
few can give the required amount 
either for their expenses for the m am  
age or as dowry for their daughters

Next, I come to stndhan Clause 2 
t A  \ ' n f e  i S i V i

In this Act dowry’ means anv 
property or valuable security given 
or agreed to be given to one party 
to a marriage or to any other person 
on behalf of such party by the other 
party to the marriage or by any 
other person on behalf of such 
other party either at the marriage 
before or after the marriage as 
consideration for the betrothal or 
marriage of the said parties but does 
not include’

(0  dower or mahar in the cast 
of persons to whom the Muslim 
Personal Law (Shariat) applies

And then comcs sub-clause (n) 
which says

“any presents made at the time of 
the marriage to either party to the 
marriage m the form of ornaments, 
clothes and other articles not ex-
ceeding two thousand rupees in 
value m the aggregate”

For many people this Rs 2,000 itself 
may be beyond their capacity to pay,
Sad in some cases it may be too little 
This Bill should be made clear There 
is no clarification as it is In the Bihar 
Bill there is a clear definition It says

lfiMdfc0n or anv other religious 
obligations enjoined by the Hindu
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law 6r the personal law applicable
to the parties”

If hrs.

This should be incorporated after item 
(lit in clause 2 I specially stress for 
its inclusion, because under the Hindu 
Succession Act, the daughters are 
supposed to get a part of the property 
of the father It is just an eye-wash 
In actual fact they don’t The father 
ha? the option to give away the 
property to his sons by a will, be- 
caiise in India, there is partiality to-
wards the sons The daughters do 
not actually get any part of the 
father’s property Hence, stndhan 
should not be included m this term 
''dowr^  'ibu "frit -ptn^rtui 'mmi *hn: 
Bi^ar Act which I have quoted should 
t,c added after item (n) m clause 2

I*fr Chairman Docs the hon Mem- 
l,ej have much more to say7

&hrtmati Manjula Devi Yes

jilr Chairman She can continue to- 
morrow

17 02 hrs.

«BOLANI ORES PRIVATE LIMITED
m*r. Chairman: The House will

no4tr take up the half an-hour discus- 
slop on Bolam Ores Private Limited 
I vvill fix the time Who are the 
ot^er Members apart from Shri 
Su}cla who have intimated their inten-
t s  to participate m this discussion9 
X s£<-‘ none How much time does the 
hori Minister want9

f b t  Minister of Steel, Mines and 
Full (Sardar Sw ann Singh) The
tin>e may be divided half and half 
15 minutes may be given for each

gffr Chairman Shn Shukla may 
try to finish in 12 minutes so that 
sortie other Members may be permit-
ted Put questions if they so desire, 
and then the hon Minister can reply

•Half-an-fcour diseussioh




