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the urban areas but to certain parts 
in m ajor cities w c h e n  all the votes* 
happen to be  h ighly educated people, 
conscious o f  their liberties as w ell as 
their rights and privileges. There
fore, I request the Minister o f  Law  
to see that all necessary precautions 
are provided so as to see that no abuae 
is made o f the new  legislation.

Shri T a n y a m a n i  (M adurai) : rose—
Mr. Speaker: Enough has been said 

about it.
Shri Tangamanl: There was an ex 

periment in Madras State. I think, we 
should—

Mr. Speaker: It is 5.30 p.m. now.
There is a half-an-hour discussion.

An Hon. M ember: W e have saved 
som e time.

Mr. Speaker: He may conti nu to
m orrow.

Som e Hon. M embers: Yes.
Shri Harish Chandra Mathur (P ali): 

W ill you  kindly perm it me to m ove 
m y amendment?

Mr. Speaker: The hon Member was 
not here when I called him.

Shri Harish Chandra Mathur: 1 apo
logise to you and to the House for m y 
absence.

Mr. Speaker: 1 am not prepared to 
accept it. Hon. Members must be in 
their seats when I call them.

Shri Ranga: Tom orrow  you can 
take it up.

SUSPENSION OF TRAIN  SERVICES 
— CHUPRA— VARAN ASI LINE

Mr. Speaker: The House w ill now  
take up the half-an-hour discussion.

Shri Bndhamohan Singh: (B allia): 
Mr. Speaker, I want to raise a h a lf- 
an-hour discussion on the answer 
given by  the hon. Deputy Railw ay 
Minister on the 22nd August to  a 
short notice question that I put on 
the suspension o f trains on the Chupra- 
Varanasi line. I asked fo r  this dis
cussion and I am thankful to you  fo r  
allowing It, because the matter is so 
urgent and Im portant It affects the 
life, property and com forts o f  lacs

of people and also the inter-State 
Communication between UJP. and 
Bihar. In v iew  o f the danger to this
line due to erosion by  the river G o- 
ghra, I wanted to know  from  the M i
nister what steps the Governm ent 
w ere taking. The answer he gave 
was, “Everything that is possible Is 
being done” . This answer was so 
vague and indefinite.

But nothing was done. No arrange
ments w ere made to take care o f  the 
stranded passengers— I saw men, w o
men and children going w ith bag and 
baggage. The railw ay authorities 
w ere so careless and so regardless o f 
the com forts o f  the people that it ap
peared that it was not the people’s 
Governm ent in charge o f the railways, 
but the old com pany regim e w hich had 
again com e into being. W hen I read 
in the papers that when there w as a 
breach in som e railway line in Assam 
the passengers w ho w ere stranded 
w ere fed  by  the railway authorities, 
1 wondered whether it was the same 
Governm ent in Assam which was in 
charge of railways in U.P.

Trains w ere cancelled, but no ar
rangement was made for the passen
gers going from  Chupra to Varanasi. 
The communications from  Banaras to 
Bhatm w ere also suspended and the 
trains from  Ballia to Shahganj w ere 
also cancelled. W ithout any rhyme 
or reason this was done, without any 
regard fo r  the com fort of the passen
gers.

The other point was that w e did 
not know what the experts’ opinion 
was, but on the question o f saving 
the line, there was utter disregard o f  
public opinion. The river was two 
miles to the north o f  the line in 1955 
and the people raised a hue and cry  
that the line must be  saved, and there 
was danger to it. But the authorities 
sat tight over it and craid, “w e have 
got no regard for  that. If the river 
comes near the line, w e  shall say to 
it like king Cam ete, “G o back”  and 
it w ill go back. A t last the river 
cam e in June, 1957 and when it was 
on ly 200 feet from  the track, then 
only they began to  think o f saving 
the line.
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[M r. D eputy-Speaker in the Chair]
W e w ere inform ed that som e e x 

pert from  Delhi was sent there. He 
gave the opinion that the line could 
on ly be saved i f  a spur w ere put 
up at the place w here the river took 
a turn towards the south. That was 
tw o miles up the river. Coznmonsense 
also said that it was not otherwise 
possible to save the line. But, the 
authorities in charge o f the Railway 
thought that w e could only save the 
line if w e put the spur in  front o f  the 
luie and the station. As things hap
pened the river took a turn and the 
spur is standing in the m iddle o f  the 
river, the river having turned towards 
the west cutting the line at tw o 
points.

An attempt was made to make 
another line. That line was also cut 
A  third line is going to be made. I 
w ould  request the Railw ay Minister 
to kindly look  into the things. It 
concerns the lives o f  lakhs o f people 
and also public property. In m y 
opinion, there was great disregard of 
public property. Thousands o f 
wagons o f  kankar and boulders are 
being throw n into the river. For 
what purpose, God knows It is 
being thrown even today. If only 
Rs. 10 lakhs had been spent at the 
right mom ent and the right place, 
the line could  have been saved.

There is very grave danger. I 
and like m yself, many people o f 
Ballia think that if  tim ely action is 
not taken, w e w ill have to abandon 
all construction there. N o line w ill 
be possible, because at that particular 
point, Ganga happens only fou r miles 
away and Gagra is just near the line, 
Ganga is going north and Gagra is 
com ing from  the north to  the south. 
This is the position. Another danger 
is also there. Just on ly tw o furlongs 
w est o f  the breach, an old  bed of 
Gagra w hich  joined the Ganga, one 
m ile  south. I f  tim ely action is not 
taken to  prevent the river from  going 
went, there is the fear o f  the current 
flow ing in to  the o ld  bed  and chang
ing course and join ing the Ganga as

it did 300 years ago. I w ill beg  at 
you  and through you. the hon. M in
ister fo r  Railw ays to look  to  this great 
danger and take tim ely action.

No money spent now  w ill be o f any 
avail. It w ill be o f  use i f  tim ely 
action is taken after the floods. In 
this twentieth century, w hen science 
has so much advanced, you  think that 
the river can be trained and the line 
can be saved and the people can also 
be saved. Only 20 miles west, 
tow n was threatened by  Ganga. We 
approached the U.P. G overnm ent in 
1946. In 1950, spurs w ere made -and 
still the town is unsafe. Gagra is not 
greater than Ganga. W e think that if  
tim ely action is taken w ith proper 
advice, the river can be trained and 
turned and the line could be  saved.

The third point w hich I want to raise 
is the money that is being wasted just 
now. I put a question a few  days 
ago to know  what amount has been 
spent by the Railw ay authorities on 
the tw o spurs and the amount spent 
in this flood season. W e want that 
there should not be waste o f  public 
money. The figures have not been 
given to me. If not today, I w ould  
expect the Railw ay M inister to  find 
out the figure and let the House know 
the amount spent. I consider there is 
a colossal waste of public money. P eo
ple say that m oney is raining and that 
the boulders are not o f  stone but o f  
gold. This thing is there. It 
requires enquiry and probe into the 
thing, as so much public m oney is 
being spent I w ould like the hon. 
Railway Minister to in form  the Houes 
now  or later how  he is going to  save 
this line, what steps are being de
finitely taken by  the Railw ay Board to 
save it and stop this waste o f  public 
money.

it  Is rum oured that the authorities 
w ant to construct the new  lime one 
or tw o  miles further to the south. I 
pointed out ju st now  that it is not 
possible to  go further south. W e 
have to  m ake up our mind to  atop the 
river here and to  have a line here. 
Aa I told  you, the Ganga is coining 
from  the south and there are tw o  o ld
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river beds Just to the south o f  it. 
It w ill spell devastation and it w ill 
also m ake it impossible fo r  having 
any line through that region i f  w e do 
not stop the river here. So, I w ould  
request the hon. Minister through 
you to  consider this point that it is 
not possible to go back to the south 
further. If there is any such pro
posal, I think it should not be consid
ered unless a  thorough enquiry is 
made o f  the topography o f the place 
to the south and west o f  it.

These are the three points that I 
had in mind and I hope the hon. Min
ister w ould enlighten the House on 
them and tell us o f the proposals 
before him for  the construction oV the 
new  line and stopping o f further 
wosion.

Shri Sinhasaa Singh (G orakhpur): 
■With your permission, I w ould like to  
put one or two questions.

What is the area that the G overn
ment has now  acquired for the re
building o f the new line to con
nect the tw o stations, and what money 
has been spent by the Governm ent in 
rebuilding the new line and also in 
trying to avert the recrossing o f tha 
river o f the new line? Is there any 
possibility o f  the river approaching 
the new ly constructed line? W hat 
w ould have been the cost o f  the spurs 
w hich could have been built tw o 
miles ahead, as stated b y  the hon. 
M ember, which could have led to the 
saving o f the line as it is.

There is another question.
Mr. D eputy-Speaker: Not many

questions.
Jsfr wtjj; r t i  (r trrr ) :

arr v r r o r  ssttt s n r r  
t t  t o  t  ftr# tt
j t  ^nff *n r grt
HTpT T T  STfiT fft *TTT T t  *T£ *TTSJ*r 
?W r ft? ^  T t f  tn rr

|  1 $  3  TTfirff % ftsff
*  *n$t ^ r r  t  fa ^  ^ * T f  t t

«rnft ftraw  *t*tt *r T t f  
**n«inr $  ’ f wt tt  t1£
zr**r t  1

t£T *rrsr w  t t  *rr?t $  1 frtft
f f r t t r  n#r $  1

• aft T t i  : 4" ^TT *Tflf
**TT fapr T t H»TT JTTt *njfc7T 'TPT 
W, ?ft ^*T oTt̂ ft T t  '*TRTT
tfrnr $«t sftrf t t  ?r?r t t  * t p c t  * te t 
mrrn t t s t  $  i

Ho * 0  WTjfl (T P r jT ) : «nt 
^  ^  VT%’ ^  I

TH1WTW : «T̂  5TRT «T*t «TB#
£ f T  »pft 3*r wvtfi T t  ainr *r,
Srfr^ k  cfr ^ s r  T t j t t t  JT^ftir w t  
**ft firm *>t  i

*ft «rti : jjw  Trepr g*rr ft? 
ftresst fo tf  srgt 'rr t t t  i jw n r  
w  *rr m f r  ^  f r  ^ h ^ - c t t  
gsr t t t  s r i^t  i ^=nr *nvr
TT  «<5̂ T TSĴ T *TT I craT gH TT
ginar w r  «tt, %fT*r t o  t t  qrrm^ 
s ^ f T t n t  1 sttsh s r  »rf aw t t  
TTm mfiFTf Tt <ftnrr *t x ^ t t  T t 
urtr t o  % «nsr sftanr fipn t t t  1
^THlfT TTT ?^15T %• qrsfpjr
^  t t  ’r t  «r? ft «ft 1 5T?ft5rr *r?
5*u f r  % ^ itP b t  « ^ fH  jtr  1 

jrarm $ Tt f^ r  *rf*r
TT tTTS WT5  3T H'n-jfTT TT^

t^  1 trnx w tt arjft t t  =5itt, ?ft *rrr T t  
wfsr sErrrt 1 ^  ^trnrr »r«n

#f3R52- ^  •irT'fHd T t  firwr 
«1T—W TFT Tt Jftfew H WRT ̂ T f <ft—
f r  t n r  ^r? ^  ^  *r t S srnmt,
? jt  2 7  *PTT ^9ftf*T*ri' H
TW T? sr T t  itftT ^  p iT  fts
?mpT *i(, f^Q%* TTT<T 
T t  T T t » f  v r t  5̂t JT1*WW T T  •J4HK 
jw r 1 aw  anr# snft—
^  t o  %  * ra w tr ?t t  t t t  «jt *rtr 

W T  ?TTT ^  f r — TT tJT s p
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the Goghra has been hurt year and
[  « ft  « r r * « r t#  3 

*rrt g f  ft, v t f  * tot ft i
?na| *$?r n̂=qrf¥r ^  t t  t t t k  
«(£t T jrt 1 1 s r  srW f ^  *pfr ^ rrn rf fir: 

T t  * *  f«W*T 
«et ftm TTff # s f f  i vaT ?T^f 
H i m *  ^  w  t t  w r  v n r m ft  «pt, 
%f«p* snr ft f a  ?mpr z z  air# %■
ifro t •jw ih ’ pxrr ft *ftr war *ft % 
T̂t*I *fpT ^TKT ^  f  I 3Tfr

5 ?t anrrtr s t r  *?r f t  r$ t  f t , ^  r̂
*& ,-. vT Wl <. <pt ’t p R ^ T H T ^ ^ r r t
Wl<fl ft, 'FIT ^<51*^ ft I *THJH 
fo>T S2^fr fo>T <J5Rf ^cnT I

fcpr, ^ r  ftr trPT^fw s r fw  «fr 
t t o t  -* fr^ r ?t ip ^ r ft, * n r  »f*rr 
% * f r t a n r m ,  ?nft ? r  

s»fr w r  f t  ft i w w  f r
*>t 15*1 am < ^TTT^T ^ t  VPfit
w t r  jR r  * f r r  ?rr^T t t  *rfr^r 
<iWH ~̂r I T^?fr ^TffpT I
% w f m  =Ft'd«FT% fH 4'’ rfT5iT^«FTpfr 
^Tfsq 5^ns;rr <pr ^  si^mr «pr—
^ rf f i  *pt w t  sstjt Tt^r srr i

The Minister o f  Railways (Shri Jag- 
jivan R a m ): That is a very difficult
area. A s M embers m ight b e  aware, 
it is between the Ganges and the 
Goghra. The hon. M ember has given 
m e  exam ple o f  Ballia town being 
saved from  the ravages o f Gangas. 
But he forgets that Gogra is not so 
elegant, as the Ganges, and its behavi
our has been quite erratic.

Pandit K . C. Sharma (H apur): He
should worship both.

Shri Jagjivan Rani: It is a very
difficult area. It is between the 
Ganges and the Goghra. The dist
ance between the tw o rivers is 6 to 
8 miles. So the railway line has to 
be som ewhere in between in this 
area. It is not very easy to shift it 
further south because the ravages of 
CNmges w ill be there. It is not pos
sible to continue it where it is, because

this year very  erratic in certain parts.
It is not very correct to  say that 

no steps have been taken in  this mat
ter. On Chupra-Varanasi section, 
the river Goghra is crossed at m ile 11 
(from  Chupra between Manjhi and 
Bekulha stations. On the right 
approach, the railway line lies close to 
the river for  about 8 m iles length. 
In 1925, embayments o f  the river 
appeared close to the railw ay align
ment between miles 15 & 17. Earth
w ork for a retired alignment was got 
ready by  1926, starting from  mile 13- 
and rejoining the existing alignment 
near m ile 19 beyond Suraimanpur, 
which is at mile 17/12 The diver
sion was newer used as the river cur
rent shifted back. In 1948, the river 
attacked the same point again but 
receded in subsequent years.

In 1956, river embayments form ed 
again on the right bank, but this time 
some three miles upstream o f the pre
vious location. In July, 1956, the 
embayment had reached within 500' o f 
the railway line and protective action 
was started by laying permeable 
screens and building some solid bould- 
der spurs in wire crates. In spite 
o f  these measures, the nearest point 
o f  the embayment had com e up to 
350’ from  the track, before the 1956 
flood season was over. In November
1956, the Chief Engineer o f  the Rail
way sought the advice of the D irector 
Central W ater and Pow er Research 
Station, Poona, about the protective 
measures for keeping the river at a 
safe distance.

M y hon. friend m ay be feeling that 
perhaps the railway ignored the 
advice o f the experts. W e did not. 
The information sought by the D irec
tor was supplied to him as far as 
available, and he inspected the site on 
11-1-57. In his report sent on 22-1-57, 
the Director, Central W ater and 
Pow er Research Station, advised that 
six stone-arm oured ‘repelling* spurs 
should be built at 2000/ intervals— the 
first downstream one 700” long, four 
intermediate ones 400' long each and 
the last cme upstream 600' long, before
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the n est m onsoon season. He added 
that i f  all the purs could not be 
built, perm eable screens 100 '  Iona may 
be interposed.

A s the large quantity o f  stone 
required fo r  building six  spurs could 
not be brought to the site within the 
five month’s period available, the 
railw ay administration decided to 
build spurs Nos. 1 and 4, the latter one 
just 100 ft. long. Here again, I 
m ay mention that the stones have to 
be  carried from  a distance o f  200 
miles.

Shri Sinahasan Singh (G orakhpur): 
Y ou  have stated 0 months.

Shri Jagjivan B u n ; Bescause 10 
lakhs eft. o f stone has to be collected 
from  a distance o f  nearly 200 miles 
near Allahabad.

Shri Sinhasan Singh: For the rainy 
season it was being collected.

Shri Jagjivan Ram : I am going
to read what w ork  was done. Those 
w ho have visited the place may have 
some idea o f how the w ork  was car
ried out. The w ork on tw o spurs 
had been started and one was com 
pleted and the other could not be.

B y the time the monsoon reason 
started, the spur No. 4 had been com - 
p le 'ed  as planned and the spur No. 1 
fo r  340 ft. length properly armoured. 
This year the river attack started on 
12'h July, 1957— the w orst affected 
portion being upstream o f spur No. 4 
There was no erosion between the two 
spurs built. T o  meet the situation 
upstream o f spur No. 4, it w as decid
ed to provide a stone apron 
1500'x25'x3', parallel to  the bank— 50' 
away from  the toe. The attack of 
the river continued on the spurs, and 
the apron and on 4.8.57, the rear por
tion o f spur No. 4 was washed away, 
making an embayment very near the 
railway track, rendering running o f 
trains unsafe. The train running 
was stopped from  11 hours on  4.8.67. 
The river embayment actually breach
ed the railway 11ns on 8fh August, 
1957, just dew n stream o f spur No. 4. 
Protective measures continued after 
this date w ith a view  to prevent fur

ther extension o f  damage to  the 
railw ay bank.

This was the position. NoW the 
complaint is that adequate steps 
w ere not taken fo r  alternative facili
ties to  the passengers. As far a* 
possible, steps w ere taken. The 
Administration started linking track 
on the retired alignment prepared in 
1926. Unfortunately, the damage to 
the existing alignment had occurred 
this year at the western junction 
point o f the retired alignment w ith 
the existing bank. It became neces
sary, therefore, to construct about a 
mile long diversion opposite this 
point. The entire new  diversion link 
was com pleted and brought into use 
on the forenoon o f  29th August, w hen  
through communications w ere  restor
ed.

The norm al train service on the 
Ballia-Chupra section is five passenger 
trains each way. On the occurrence 
of the breach at 11 hours on 4.8.57 
train services on this section were 
suspended. The 321 Up and 322 
Down Katihar-Allahabad City fast 
passenger trains w ere diverted to 
run uia Bhatni. Against the remain
ing four trains running each way on 
the section, three trains were run 
daily between Chupra and Suraiman- 
pur on the one side an between Ballia 
and Reoti station on the other. Out 
o f these three trains each way, tran
shipment o f  passengers was arranged 
at the site from  only one with effect 
from  7.8.57 and the approximate num
ber o f  passengers transhipped varied 
from  the lowest 350 to  the highest 500, 
on the various dates, from  7th to  the 
10th August.

Transhipment was not possible on 
the 5th and 6th due to incessant rains 
on the 3th and a safe passage not 
being available fo r  passengers to  go 
across on the 6th.

Keeping in view  the num ber a t  
passengers w ho offered fo r  tranship
m ent and the desirability o f giving 
m axim um  time fo r  engineering works 
fo r  restoration, transhipment o f more 
trains was not arranged. The tran
shipment was supervised by  an officer 
and adequate arrangement made for



In such emergencies, the expendi
ture increase* to  n a e  extent. W & w  
there is immediate danger, the w ork 
has to  be  undertaken immediately. 
A t that tim e labour a lio  demands 
higher wages. Sometimes, w e do  not 
get w orkers and contractors. W e 
have to rush materials from  distant 
places. It m ay b e  that the expendi
ture may be slightly higher than the 
norm al expenditure for  the same 
work.

It is very difficult to  get an accu
rate figure o f expenditure which was 
incurred only in July and August. I 
have tentatively got the figures o f 
approxim ate ' expenditure incurred on 
protection w ork
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labour to carry the passengers’ lug
gage.

A s I have said, Mr. Joglekar visited 
the place and he recom m ended the 
construction o f six  spurs. The 

.recommendation o f  Mr. Joglekar w ho 
is an authority on this question was 
accepted. It is not correct to say 
that he recom m ended the construc
tion  o f  any spurs or  bunds 2 miles 
upstream. That m ay be the idea of 
the local people. They are afraid 
that in case the w hole area is inundat
ed, many villages w ill be washed 
away. That should be  the concern 
o f  the U.P. Governm ent also As a 
matter o f fact, the difficulties o f the 
Railw ay have increased by two 
marginal bunds which have been 
constructed b y  Governm ent o f BiHfer 
north o f Gogra and by  the G overn 
ment o f  U.P. in continuation west
w ard o f  the railway line. They should 
have realised that as a result o f these 
bunds the area between these two 
rivers is likely to be greatly affected.

W e have at present accepted the 
recom mendation o f Joglekar w ho is 
an expert on these matters. W e ear
n ed  on some w ork in order to  save 
the line as far as possible during the 
monsoon. I may assure my friends 
that at present no w ork  is being car
ried  on The w ork  has been stopped 
The idea is to rehabilitate the alter
native line— the retired line— if neces
sary. And if the engineering experts 
fee l it is necessary to shift it further 
south, w e w ill have to  do that

I propose to  have a survey o£ the 
area after the m onsoon is over and 
to decide w hether it w ill be possible 
to  divert the main channel o f  th<‘
Gogra eastward from  the point where 
it turns to the south. That, I think, 
should have been prim arily the w ork 
o f  the U.P. Governm ent and not of 
the railways But, i f  th£_U.P. G ov
ernm ent thinks that in order to  pro
tect that vast area— eight miles w ide 
and nearly seventeen miles long—
-they have to  construct and spend 
som e m oney on that bund where 
G ogra turns to  the south the railways 
also m ay consider contributing som e
thing to the U .P Government.

Protection Work before 
the breach

Protection work carried 
out in

Restoration of through 
traffic linking over 
retired alignment 
building a new 
length of diversion 
etc.

Rs. 4,00,000

Rs. 4,00,000

Rs. 6, jo ,000

Again, I may say these are approxi
mate figures. It is very difficult to 
give any accurate figures at the pre
sent moment. The w orks were car
ried out on ly last month

It is a very difficult area in a 
narrow strip, between Ganga and 
Gogra. I propose to  send engineers 
after the m onsoon is over and to see 
whether the present retired line can 
be used by join ing it at R eoti or in 
between Reoti and Suraimanpur at 
the point w here the U.P. Governm ent 
bund starts. I f  it is not possible 
and the engineers feel that, due to  the 
marginal bunds o f the Bihar and U.P. 
Governments, water w ould be so 
much that the alignment w ill have to 
be brought further southwards, w e 
cannot help it. In that case, it w ill 
be the sole responsibility o f  the U.P. 
Governm ent to have such bunds as 
may be necessary to  save the village* 
in that area. Our engineers assure 
that before  the next monsoon starts
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we w ill be able to take steps by 
which we w ill be able to ensure 
through passage at the trains there.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
The Minister of Commerce (8hrl 

Kaimngo): Sir, on behalf o f  the M in
ister o f  Parliamentary affairs, I beg 
to make a  statement. O w ing to  cer
tain adjustments made in the list o f 
business for  today and departure 
from  tftne allocation fo r  som e items, 
I fee l that a special announcement is 
called fo r  in respect o f business for  
tom orrow. The business fo r  tom or
row  w ill consist o f  the follow ing 
items:

(1 ) Unfinished item o f business 
o f today.

(2) Consideration and passing of 
the Indian Succession

(Am endm ent) B ill as passed 
by  Rajya Sabha.

(3 ) Consideration and passing at 
the Repealing and Am ending 
Bill as passed b y  Rajya 
Sabha.

(4) Resolution regarding notifica
tion o f the International Con
vention for  the protection o f 
property and objects o f cul
tural and artistic value.

(8) Discussion on the G overn
ment decision regarding the 
future of non-G ovem m ent 
(L ight) Railways— Shri
Jhulan Sinha’s Motion.

A n y business carried over from  
today’s Order Paper.

18-07 h n .
The L ok  Sabha then adjourned  till 

Eleven o f the  C lock on Tuesday, the 
10th Septem ber, 1957.




