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DISCUSSION RE RISE IN FOOD- 
GRAIN PRICES—contd

Mr. Depaiy-Speaker: We may now 
take up further discussion on the 
situation arising out of rue  in food- 
grains prices m the country with 
special reference to West Bengal 
where levy and price control on nee 
has been withdrawn, raised by D> 
Ram Subhag Singh on the 21st 
August, 1959 Shri Barman was in 
possession of the House

Shri Barman (Cooch-Bihar—Reser 
ved—Sch Castes) Sir, yesterday 1 
briefly mentioned that so far as the 
policy tof food administration in the 
State of West Bengal m the year 1959 
is concerned, the State Government 
did not take upon itself the whole 
responsibility, but they, in an advi-
sory character had constituted a 
State Advisory Board This Board 
was constituted taking in it all the 
important political parties in that 
State Not only that In the sub- 
divisional level, they constituted 
committees In those committees 
also, all the political parties were 
associated I may state, at the same 
time, that functions of these com-
mittees and this Board were not con-
fined simply to advisory nature They 
were also entrusted with supervisory 
powers It will take a long time if I 
want to mention the powers that 
have been entrusted to the Board and 
the Committees

Mr Deputy-Speaker* I would 
advise him not to go into a detailed 
examination because the time would 
not be so much

Sbri Barman I am not doing that 
One or two points need to be men-
tioned because of the fact that the 
State Government has been accused 
by the opposition of mismanaging 
purposely the functioning of the food 
and levy policy, and the motive that 
has been ascribed to it is that it has 
done so with a pro-hoarder, pro-pro-
fiteer policy In that connection, 1 
have to mention that I shall not

mention many, but one or two func-
tions that have been entrusted to this 
Committee These powers are not 
only advisory but are also of a super-
visory character The first is mvigi- 
lation of execution of Government 
policies regarding food and relief 
The next I will omit The third is 
very important Checking up of anti-
social practices like smuggling, 
hoarding, etc Besides, they will also 
advise

The whole object in my mentioning 
the constitution of this Board and cf 
the committees end of their mam 
functions is because, not m the main 
resolution, but mainly in the accusa-
tion made on the floor of the House 
by Shnmatj Renu Chakravartty, the 
State Government has been accused 
by her of a pro-hoarder, pro-prefiteer 
policy My whole submission in this 
respect is to place before the House 
the fact that the policy which was 
adopted, that is, the Levy and Price 
control policy that was decided upon, 
was decided upon, not by the State 
Government alone not by Central 
Governments approval alone, but by 
all the political parties in Bengal If 
that policy had failed through the 
mal-administration of the State, cer-
tainly they must fairly and squarely 
take upon themselves the whole dis-
credit for that If that policy itself 
was such as could not be workable, 
in that case, they also must share the 
blame for the failure of this policy» 
Therefore, I have mentioned about 
the constitution of this Board, the 
committees and their functions

I should briefly mention only one 
matter that the House heard yester-
day Regardmg the Pnce control 
policy and this levy policy that was 
formulated and adopted by the Gov-
ernment, a question was asked by 
the hon Food Minister here The 
question was put to Shri Tndib 
Kumar Chaudhuri and it was “whe-
ther the hon Member objected to the 
principle of imposing controls on 
prices and levy Did he or did he not 
object” To that Shri Tridlb Kumar 
Chaudhuri straightforwardly said 
"It is not a question of our objecting
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to  the principle because, as Socialists, 
-we accept that principle. The ques-
tion is of the whole set-up, what you 
ate going to db, and how you are 
going to  do it. To that extent, I ac-
cuse this Government in that they 
permitted this even knowing that it 
would fail. They either impelled 
the West Bengal Government or com-
pelled it or were persuaded by it to 
take up that policy” What I want 
to say is that Shn Tridib Kumar 
Chaudhurl has steadfastly accepted 
responsibility for the introduction of 
that policy, but he has not fully ac-
cepted responsibility for accepting a 
policy which he knew to be not work-
able. a

I  shall presently come to that 
matter. I presume—that has been 
my information; but as I was not 
associated with the Board at that 
time, I cannot vouchsafe for that— 
th a t it is a t the instance of the oppo-
sition that the West Bengal Govern-
ment has been persuaded to accept 
this price control and levy policy 
Whatever that may be..........

t r «  r m
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I want now to express my own view 

upon the workability or feasibility of 
this policy. I want to submit to this 
House that this policy was formulat-
ed in such a way that it could not be 
worked for a long time, and ultimate-
ly if that policy had to be withdrawn 
in the month of June, it was not 
through mismanagement or due to 
fctflufe on the part t>f the West Ben- 
0*1 Government; the policy was such 
that it toss bound to fail.

I  shall now place a few facts before 
the House. 2f yon look at the pro-
duction figures ttfcd corresponding 
average price obtaining in previous

years, you will And that i t  waa in the 
year 1958 that the production of rice 
in West Bengal fell heavily. In 1459, 
it has further gone down by two lakh 
tons. Before that, though the pro-
duction was not so much greater, yet 
there were other factors which help-
ed the State to  carry on with a much 
lesser average price. Shri Tridib 
Kumar Chaudhuri wanted to consi-
der the figures for three years; so I 
algo take these three yean* figures, 
because before that the pnce did not 
rise above Rs. 20 a maund. In 1957, 
the production was 43‘M lakh tons 
and the average price was Rs. 22*64. 
In 1958, the production was 4b lakh 
tons, but the price shot up to Rs. 28‘53 
per maund. What I want to say is 
that there is some other factor that 
contributed to this abrupt rise in 
price Before 1958, though West 
Bengal is a permanently chronic de-
ficit State so far as nee is concerned— 
and it does not practically gnrv any 
wheat—the movement of ricd was not 
restricted between State and State. 
Orissa being a neighbouring suiplus 
State, it was through ordinary trade 
channels that movement took ptace. 
the private trade purchased rice in 
Orissa and took it to West Bei.gal. 
Therefore, the price could not rise 
above that But in 1958, that move-
ment was controlled and nobody 
could take rice from one State to an-
other State. So West Bengai «as left 
to fend for herself Of course, the 
Central Government came fo our 
help To what extent? To the extent 
of 2} lakh tons of rice. But as the 
joint statement of Dr. Rty and 
Dr Ghosh has made it clear, lh« re-
quirement of West Bengal is at ireat 
53 lakh tons per year. So there is a 
deficit of 13 lakh tons, but of which 
only 2i  lakh tons could be contribut-
ed by the Centre. I am not all ac-
cusing the Centre to t this feeiau&<> the  
rice market is tight outside India also 
and whatever the Centre could col-
lect, it had to apportion between 
different States. I went with the hon. 
Minister to West Bengal at 'Hal ttttte 
last ywrf* and he categorical** staffed 
that he had to look after otkef Slates
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■Isa Be mentioned U. P., Keraia and 
one other State perhaps; therefore, 
whatever was possible, he would do 
to increase the quota. But so far as 
wheat was concerned, he said that he 
was ready to give as much as was 
required. So it was not possible for 
West Bengal to manage matters in 
such a way, in the face tof this res-
triction of movement of rice from any 
other State, as to keep down the 
price of rice. Hence it went up to 
Bs. 28.53 per maund.

Now, I come to the next point, for 
which I do not accuse anyhody else;
I would rather say that it is a defect 
in us in West Bengal that we have 
not adapted ourselves to wheat. Last 
year 1 distinctly remember the hon. 
Minister saying that he could give as 
much wheat as was required. But 
our people do not want to take wheat; 
they want rice. To fill up our de-
ficit, the hon. Minister cannot supply 
more than 2} lakh tons.—I think it is 
2,58,000 tons.

8hri A. P. la in : It is 4 lakh tons

Shri Barman: That is this year.

Unless the people of West Bengal 
take to wheat, it is very difficult 
either for the State of West Bengal 
or for the Centre in the present con-
text to meet their requirements of 
rice. In this connection, I should say, 
having some personal contact with 
the rural areas, that last year when 
there was difficulty with regard to 
food, I personally toured the rural 
areas. I asked the people ‘Why do 
you not take to wheat? They said: 
‘In our difficulty, we would take 
wheat also; but if the wheat is dis-
tributed from the beginning of the 
year, we can conserve a substantial 
portion of our rice for the rest of the 
year when rice will not be available 
and the price of rice definitely shoots 
up. But in the beginning, we are 
simply left with rice. We consume 
it and when it is exhausted, we are 
not used to carry on simply with 
wheat*.

So I would suggest, both to the 
Centre here as well as to the State 
Government, that instead of coming 
to subsidse or supplement the rice 
ration with wheat towards the end 
of the year or towards the latter part 
of the year—the crisis comes every 
year at that time—they should 
manage things in such a way that 
the poorer section who are the most 
hardly hit in the rural areas should 
be able to purchase wheat also from 
the beginning of the year and supple-
ment their daily rations.

Next, I want to mention about 
growers resistance also. It is not 
simply because the Centre could not 
give enough rice, but we have to re-
member that there was also growers’ 
resistance. Why was this resistance 
there? In my view, it was due to  an 
unreal price policy. So far as the 
growers are concerned, we should 
have to change certain notions which 
we had formerly.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon
Member's time is up.

Shri Barman: I must have some 
more time to meet the charge that 
has been made from the other side.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: My difficulty 
is that I have to reduce the time to 
10 minutes each. I did not interrupt 
tiie hon. Member because I promised 
him time yesterday. He took 8 
minutes yesterday and has taken 19 
minutes today.

Shri Barman: If one single Opposi-
tion Member takes three quartets of 
an hour, am I expected to reply to 
him in 10 minutes?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: If he also 
represents one single Group, I  would 
be glad to give him more time. Any-
way, he might have another five 
minutes and not more. The difficulty 
is that the discussion is on a subject 
in which all States are concerned. 
SO far we have accommodated 4 
Members from West Bengal. Now 
there is a demand from every side 
that at least one Member from each
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S tate should be given a chance
because this problem is common to 
every State It I begin to call one 
Member from each State, there 
vould hardly be any tune left 
Therefore, immediately after he con-
cludes, I shall have to reduce the 
time-limit for speeches to 10 minutes 
He might take that also into consi-
deration

Shri Barman Anyhow, I shall try 
What I want to say is that the policy 
itself was defective and it could not 
be worked The result was that 
even from the very beginning when 
this control was imposed, nee was 
selling in that State at a much higher 
price than the control price So, 
theic is no question of control at all 
from the very beginning The order 
was violated before the ink was dry 
on the paper on which it was written 
The price prevailing at the end of
1958 was more than Rs 28 end with 
what imagination could this policy 
be laid down that on the 1st of 
January the price of nee will come 
down to Rs 17 87 Was that feasible 
at all7 If that was ntot feasible, it 
was not a correct policy that was laid 
down Therefore, if the West Bengal 
Government could not carry out the 
policy with any degree of success, it 
was not their fault, it was the fault 
of all including the Opposition parties 
who just lay the blame on the Gov-
ernment and with that as an excuse 
are trying to launch direct action in 
my poor State

There is another charge that this 
Government failed because of its pro-
hoarder and pro-profiteer policies 
For want of time I won't dilate on it 
But I want to point out just one thing 
tto this House When nee was selling 
at a much higher pnee than the con-
trolled price who is the hoarder or 
profiteer who will purchase rice with 
the expectation that he can sell it at 
a profit’ I do not think the hoarders 
a re  so many fools When the Gov-
ernment itself could not procure rice 
a t the controlled price, how could the 
ordinary people, <he hoarders, pur-

chase rice from the agriculturists 
who were resisting to sell at a lower 
price so that they could sail it subse-
quently at higher prices? That is not 
practical So this charge that the 
West Bengal Government failed to 
carry out the policy because it was a 
friend of the hoarders and profiteers 
is nothing but fantastic

Shri Sinhasan Singh (Gorakhpur) 
Does he think that the cultivators 
kept the grains with themselves?

Shri Barman At the end of the 
year that is in December, the price 
that was ruling was its 28 How can 
it be suddenly possible to reduce tne 
price to Rs 17 8 in the beginning of 
thi«! year’

Formerly there were big cultiva-
tors from whom Government could 
easilv procure nee Now, because of 
this imposition of ceiling, there are 
very few surplus growers, save and 
except in the canal areas Those peo-
ple who formerly had to carry on 
with half rations—for six month* in 
the year they had to take only one 
meal—are certainly taking two meals 
a day now Therefore, the statistics 
that were drawn up on the supposi-
tion that so much of population 
would require so much have to be 
changed as they hold good no longer 
They have to remodel their policy 
because the half-starved people are 
consuming a little more than they 
did formerly

Acharya Kripalani (Sitamarhi) 
And the food problem is created by 
that'

Shri Barman* I do not say 
that the food problem is created by 
that It is created because those peo-
ple who had no land before are now 
m possession of land Formerly they 
had to deliver the whole produce to a 
single landlord Now they are not 
delivering to the landlord but are 
taking the produce themselves and
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they take two meals « day. I do not 
mean all; but many of the people 
who have got lands in their posses-
sion db so.

I will finish after mentioning only 
one point. Is there any justification 
for the Opposition parties to launch 
direct action? Dr. Roy in giving a 
reply to the charges has asked: Is
that going to grow a single grain 
more? They have already launched 
upon the picketing of law courts— 
the Howrah Court and the Sealdah 
court. They want to make the func-
tioning of the judiciary impossible. 
They want to take it upon themselves 
to And out where the grain is hoard-
ed (Interruptions). It is my idea 
that it is because of Kerala that this 
movement has been started in West 
Bengal; but it is for the West Ben-
gal State to see.........

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The two
should be kept separate as they are 
geographically so.

Shri Barman: I have kept them 
separate. I did not deal with that; 
but the hon. Member has raised it 
(Interruptions) . The effect of this 
would be that there will be no law 
courts. Everybody will take the law 
in his own hands and there will be 
no court to judge which is right or 
which is wrong. That will bring 
chaos in the State. The even situa-
tion in the country will be disturbed 
by this and it will bring in more 
misery than there is now.

Lastly, the West Bengal Govern-
ment has stated that with the coming 
in of the auz crop the situation has 
alreay eased. Moreover, even at this 
time of the year the prices have not 
gone higher than they ruled last 
year. If there was no justification 
last year for launching this direct 
action, there is absolutely no justifi-
cation for launching upon it today. 
I appeal to the Opposition parlies 
who have launched upon this direct 
action to reconsider It.

Mr. Depaty-Speaker: Shri Patel, I 
must repeat my request that non.

Members would try to finish their re-
marks within 10 minutes. I should 
not have the need to ring the bell 
again and again.

Shri P. R. Patel (Mehsana): Mr. 
Deputy-Speaker, Sir, the food prob-
lem has been a difficult problem. It 
has given headache to the Food 
Ministry for the last 12 years—after 
independence and before that also* 
during war time. As I understand, 
except Shri Kidwai nobody had left 
the Ministry unscathed. (Inter-
ruptions). The Food Ministry becomes 
generally the graveyard even of intel-
ligent persons.

Shri Tyagi (Dehradun): Of politi-
cians.

Shri P. R. Patel: Sir, as the prob-
lem 13 difficult, so also, to handle it 
there should be patience. But, what 
do we find here? Tn tour country we 
find food tnorcha* by political parties; 
we find looting of the mandts. We 
find stopping of the trains and loot-
ing too. And every attempt is made 
to gain more political power through 
the food problem. So, the food prob-
lem becomes more complicated than 
it is.

I have heard so many political 
workers. They speak two things at a 
time. When they go to the farmers, 
they say: You do not get fair o r 
reasonable prices and you do not get 
oven the value of the labour put In. 
In the urban areas, they say that the 
prices must go down. I hope my 
communist friends should not adopt 
these tactics. That is what I would 
say. The food problem has become sr 
political problem in our country and 
so long as it remains so, it is not going 
to be solved. Because of these move-
ments, many times a psychological 
scarcity is created. Once there is a 
morcha and picketing, a feeling wiH 
be created in the minds of the people 
that food will not be available. What 
is the result? If every family goes to- 
the market and buys, let us say, one 
maund, one crore of maunds would 
be bought away in a day if we take
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a w  population of M crores into 
account, because psychologically a 
scarcity is created The first thing 
that should be done to solve the pro. 
biem is to put it above politics and 
to create no psychological scarcity in 
th e  country.

Secondly, we have tried to solve the 
food problem from the wrong angle 
by levy, control, ration and import 
We shall never be able to solve this 
problem in this way for years to come 
Levy or control or ration will not 
increase food production On the 
contrary, whatever we do on that side 
makes the farmer feel that he must 
go  to money crops rather than food 
crops I see this in my constituency 
because I give more of my time to 
rural areas with the farmers The 
tendency is to shift to money crop 
Sometimes, the hon Ministers of the 
States speak out that they shall be 
taxing more the land if people 
grow money crops on them Nobody 
can do it because that is not the pro-
per way. The proper way is that we 
should approach the cultivators I 
have spoken to the hon Minister and 
I ask him sometimes in this House 
whether he sees the cultivators when 
h e  goes to the district

Shri A. P  Jain: I do

Shri P R. Patel: Does the cultivator 
feel that he is one of us9 So long 
*s the cultivators do not feel like that, 
there will not be enthusiasm in them 
to grow more food We are talking 
of so many things for the cultivators 
In reality, we do not implement the 
promises given to them If you want 
more production, you must make the 
fanners politically conscious and try  
to make them understand that the 
nation is theirs and it is for the nation 
that they must work and double the 
food production We do not do it 
W e encourage so many labour unions, 
we encourage the Government 
Servants’ Union because they come 
with a weapon of strike while we 
-discourage the farmers' unions and 
farm ers’ organisations The hon

Minister has not taken care till now 
invite the leaders of the Saamsnt 

unions and talk to them how the 
Question could be solved. Will the 
question be solved on the floor ot this 
House? Will it be solved by having 
resort to processions, demonstrations 
and morchas in urban areas9 If you 
want to solve the problem, it could be 
done only by trusting the fanners and 
getting their confidence and making 
them politically conscious Today we 
are only bribing the farmers. When 
Persons who support a group get 
something—that is by way of 
bribery—the impression is created 
that the political parties come to them 
&nd they give certaih concessions and 
loans and subsidy because they want 
their votes Such a feeling is bad 
for any country I would request h<w> 
to approach the food problem from 
the right angle and not from tfie 
wrong angle

Eerytime we discuss it hers, so 
many hon Members have spoken that 
the prices must go down and must be 
brought down I say let the prices 
go up, do not care Instead of con-
trolling the wheat price at Rs 12, do 
not control it By controlling it, did 
We get wheat at Rs 12v In my con-
stituency, it is sold at Rs 24 or Rs 25 
a maund Let it be sold a t Rs. 24 or 
Rs 25 and if this time the farmer 
gets Rb 25 per maund, naturally, 
he will go to wheat production and 
Produce more instead of going to 
the production of other money 
crops That is the proper way 
But what do we do7 We import food- 
grams and go begging to the foreign 
countries and get the worst quality 
and pay high prices and then bring 
it here and then subsidise The result 
is that the type of grain imported Is 
sold at a lower price and the fanner 
naturally gets a lower price for his 
Produce in the market. I do not And 
any fault with any individual. Any-
body in place of Shri A. P. Jain  would 
have become discredited as lie hat 
become today Shri Munshi was here;



*o many other* also were there and 
9u0r flBi diacreditad. The prablem 
jtyrold be handled from the right aide. 
H ie  fault la there because the thinking 
v tm  on the wrong lines. I  think our 
T,'MPrt creating same psychological 
feelings, co-operative farming, State 
trading without proper machinery— 
all have done harm. Z would only say 
this touch.

jftjy  PiwiMtlrti T #  SRATASAtt, H»1

S hri l.lladhar Kotokl (Nowgong): 
Sir, the food problem has been 
engaging the attention of the House 
for the last several years. Heaven 
only knows how long we will have to 
deal with this problem. It is not the 
question of mere fixing of price policy 
The question raises more vital issues: 
production of adequate food in the 
country. The Planning Commission 
has more than once laid great 
emphasis on this aspect but the pity 
is that we have not been able to 
accelerate the progress of agricultural 
production in the country. Only last 
year, when we discussed the progress 
of the Second Plan, this aspect of the 
question came before us and various 
suggestions were put forward as to 
how best we could increase our food 
production But from our experience 
We find that the results so far achiev-
ed fall far short of the demands 
of the country. Our target was to 
produce 80 million tons by the end of 
the Second Plan but production Is 
rather on the downward trend. There-
fore, I  do not know how we are 
going to meet this target. By the end 
of 1866, I do not know how we are 
going to meet the target of 110 million 
tons. The solution that has been 
suggested in the Plan is that we must 
go to fhe villages, organise the people 
in co-operatives so that the various 
helps that are advanced by the Gov-
ernment from the Centre and the 
States could actually benefit them, 
and result in actual increased produe- 
iie a  of foodgrains.

Sir, time will not permit m e to 
re fe r to all the references m ade by

the Planning Commission and also to 
their appraisal. X will seek your 
permission, Sir, to refer to a  few vital 
problems of my State, namely, Assant

That problem State has got various 
problems, but the main problem has 
been that of floods and drought. 
Only this year we have lOSt 70,000 
tons of paddy in terms of rice due to  
floods in North Kamrup and Caehar 
Districts alone. Loss due to drought 
in other areas has not yet been 
ascertained. That will be, I  <hfair, a 
very considerable quantity. The State 
requires about 17 lakh tons of rice, 
but the production there last year 
was only IS lakh tons. Therefore, 
there is a shortage of about two h i *  
tons. The Central Government i m  
been giving us rice and wheat as 
subsidy to supplement our needs, but 
still the total demand is not met.

Then, the price that obtains in the 
State in various parts is not the one 
which we get from the figures gtfen 
by the cheap gram shops or by the 
Government source The actual 
market price is somewhere near about 
Rs 30 a maund although the control-
led price is about Rs. 20. In  areas 
which are very remote and backward 
in the State, more particularly the 
Hills, some tea garden labour areas 
and the tribal areas where the cost of 
transport is very high, the price is 
somewhere near about Rs. 40 a 
maund. Therefore, to fix an arbitrary 
price will not solve the problem, 
unless and until we take good -care 4o 
supply adequate quantity of rice.

Therefore, as I said before, the price 
policy is not to be taken in an isolated 
way; it will have to be integrated 
with the production of foodgrains in 
the country. So, the measures that 
have been suggested, very rightly, 
have to be actually implemented. I t 
has been stressed over and over agaia 
that in this particular lhatter of 
production of food and other agricul-
tural produce unless and until we 
reach the villagers, every fanner's 
family in the country, nothing muck
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can be achieved, and the only agency
to do that is the panchayats and the
co-operatives. If we cannot do that
the question of meeting the demand
of the country in terms of foodgrains
and other agricultural produce will.
remain simply a dream, it will remain
only in the Plan and it will not bring.
any result.

I would, therefore, urge upon the
Government and also the people in
the country to take up this matter as
a national emergency. It has also
been stressed by the Standing Com-
mittee of the National Development
Council last year that we should
launch a national campaign and that
campaign should be to increase our
foodgrains and other agricultural pro-
duce to the utmost.

In doing so, I will submit that
instead of bringing in too many
theoretical techniques We should rely
on our own ingenuity. The two
factors that are most urgently needed
are: firstly, to prevent excessive floods
in areas which are affected thereby
and, secondly, to supply regulated
water for irrigation purposes i.n areas
which are affected by drought. If
these two things can be provided, r
am quite sure the resultant crops
would sustain us for a couple of years
at least. Then, if we introduce
manures and other scientific methods
of production, I have no doubt in my
mind that we will be surplus in the
matter of foodgrains and we' shall be
able to export.

Sir, I do not want to take much
time of the House. I sincerely believe
that this is a problem which is not as
difficult as it has appeared to be. We'
have made it more and more difficult
by not tackling the problem in the
right way, in the right manner. Once
We do that, this problem will be
solved, solved satisfactorily and in the
best interests of the country.

Shri Rami Reddy (Cuddapah): Mr.
Deputy-Speaker, Sir, I will confine my

r.emarks purely to my State; Andhra.
Pradesh. This is a State which is-
surplus in the south. According to
estimates, there are about six. lakb.
tons of rice surplus, but it is surpris-
ing as to why the prices in. this State
also are rising day by day. To my
mind, Sir, there is only one' reason as
to why these prices are going up.

The four southern States of- Madras,
Andhra, Mysore and Kerala are con-
stituted into one zone called the
Southern Zone. Therefore, the three
other States of Madras, Mysore and
Kerala also come to my State and
purchase rice. In addition to these-
three States, the Centre also is trying
to procure some surplus rice available
there. When so many agencies are
functioning there and are procuring
rice, naturally there is bound to be
friction here and there, complications
here and there and also- competition
here and there. Therefore, even
though the producers part with their
rice .nd paddy at the time of the-
harvest the middle-man is trying to
hoard it here and there.

•

That is why the State Government
has been requesting for the last two
years, I believe, that Andhra Pradesh
State might be constituted' into a
separate zone. It has also promised
to supply four Iakh tons of rice at the
controlled price to the Centre provid-
ed it is constituted into a separate
zone. If Andhra Pradesh is constitut-
ed into a separate zone the borders
could be sealed off. There are allega-
tions that certain amount of rice and
paddy is smuggled into Bombay.
Generally, Sir, people take rice to
Mysore so that they can smuggle it
to Bombay.

Shri Sugandhl (Biiapur North):
Why blame Mysore alone? Rice goes
directly to Bombay via Hyderabad.

Shri Rami Reddy: That is exactly
what I am saying. I have no objec-
tion to what the hon. Member is say--
ing. I find no contradiction in that.
I only said' that there are serious

,~. ~--------....••.....--
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allegations that rice and paddy are
being smuggled into Bombay because
Bombay people are not entitled to
take rice from my State without
permission from the Centre. There-
fore, if my State is constituted into a
separate zone the borders could be
sealed off and smuggling prevented.

Moreover, Madras, one of the four
States in the Southern Zone, has also
been pleading that this should be
done. Though it is a little bit deficit,
the people there are confident that
they will be able to manage with the
neighbouring State, Andhra Pradesh,
and they will be able to make up the
deficit from my State. Mysore also,
I understand, has been pleading for
the splitting up of the Southern Zone.
Kerala was not able to procure as
much rice as it wanted. It was also
depending On the Centre for a very
long time. Therefore, Kerala does
not stand to lose anything; if at all,
it may stand to gain, because it will
be able to demand rice from the
Centre. Andhra Pradesh is prepared
to supply whatever surplus quantity
is available there. Therefore, I
humbly request the Centre to serious-
ly consider this aspect, because the
only way of bringing down the prices
is the formation of this State into a
separate zone.

Then, in regard to the real solution
for this crisis, in fact, it is only more
and more production. If you want
the cultivators to produce more I
submit that the Centre should 'be
prepared to supply the cultivators
their essential requirements like
fertilisers, tools and equipments etc.
at reasonable prices. The Centre is
not in a position to supply this. Not
even 50 per cent of the demand made
by the Andhra Pradesh State has
been supplied to that State. I do not
know about the other States, but I
have got the information from my
State that the Centre has not been
able to supply even 50 per cent of the
requirements of chemical fertilisers.
Even the other 50 per cent which the
Centre has allotted is not supplied in

time; it does not reach the cultivator
in time, in the sowing season or in
time to plough the crops. Therefore,
the Andhra Pradesh State is in a very
dissatisfied position with regard to
this matter.

So is the case in regard to iron and
steeL Iron and steel are required
for not only agricultural purposes but
even for irrigation projects, minor,
medium and one or two big projects.
The position in regard to the supply
of iron and steel has been very, very
unsatisfactory during the last two or
three years. For example, the con-
struction or progress in respect of
about 17 projects has not been satis-
factory and is being held up on
account of the shortage of iron and
steel which was promised to be sup-
plied to the State. About 6 1/2 lakh
acres are affected by these projects
and the estimated food production in
these projects is about 3 1/2 lakh tons.
Therefore, on account of the unsatis,
factory supply of iron and steel for
the irrigation projects, the production
of about 3 1/2 Iakh tons of foodgra ins
is affected.

I would therefore, humbly suggest
one thing. The FOOd Ministry may
not be able to look into this matter
pertaining to irrigation and they
might say, "This is not our problem.
This is an irrigation problem". The
major difficulty in regard to food pro-
duction in our country is, there are
several departments looking after
things. For instance, irrigation and
allied things are handled by one
Minister. Food and agriculture are
handled by another Minister. All these
things should be co-ordinated and I
suggest that all these matters should
be handled by a single Minister so
that there could be a better co-ordina;
tion and more production of food
could be secured. Sir, I have nothing
more to add.

•
15fT m~ (011'(14"'1) \3qlE41ft
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f * r o  fcr j m  fc w r *  m *  flw
^pr w  tor % flRf* «r fW t
% % * f TO fT 'BIRT fir TpIT I  I 

*PT 3TTT S ^ T , T O  JttaT, T P F F T H
w i f t  *i t o  ?S%s *rr if tr  % 
* t  f i r e r « r o [ I u r  « n r rs r$ f fc n s t  
ftfrfvjff sf t o  # r t  v t  % irfT
«wr ftw tir % s w  ?nrf *?t «t «p k  *  
f c w n s s W ta s r q p F ^ i t f  i
n f t  ator ?  *ft
shrhFr j u t  <rr tf tr  ?nr w  ^ n r  
% vftar ?ft»r #sff ^  ^  i 5 ^  t o t
j u n f t r w s s ' r ^ i f t  w ^ ta r ^ t& v r  
n iW  wqn g f  «lt nn*r fqr to ft 
}  fv  f '*11̂  *J t o  w  t  ^3%
S W  3 W  3 3 %  ^ R T  V T  3 T C  * J t  3 * f t
S T ^tt^ rra ' $ ifrc * t$  «s*!T$fiTnrrt i 
t o  ^reprf i r t  *h iw  %  *f  
3 t o r t  v t  * rfa i *mr eft T fr *wr 
$  ftr v ifirv  f t  ^  t  s t r t  f ,  ^  «rivi
3M H*K jt#  1 1  ^Tf% T O  »tft * K V K  
% vji^I i f a  forr f  3RT inrc^ <rf, 53  

*fR% TO w  fa*PT 9T f<Mr< T̂ T I  I 
13% «ft#t *ft*FT, WT t  ? 53% <ft# lift 
wt f% *r$jT *Ft ^HRnx % vrfsrv 
f*flrw f%m *rtr 3 3% wre fo>* 3 3  
*fifsrt Pf*ra»r v t  $zt ferr i t o  vifar+ 
f o f r o  m  a *  ^ v  ^  t o  * ttto  f5n? 
W  *rc ? t UTftRT f J p m  *Pt
f sw r w  «flr f e r n  firejsr n f t r? r

*»I*ft *tnsr*^t w r a |i

«ft CTI«ft : WT T5T, ^  ?t
«WT ?

WW* : ^  ^  ^6 ^  »TT
^  *P 7T f ’ V T T T  %  I ?ft
W ««% w -fW n rff  «^»TRT«fr,
’f t  1 W *ft I *T^ *TT ^nft 3PT5 'WIT

*w t j

9 $ t  f m t  ^  Vfr |  Yv
f p T W ’O 'IT  w  f  p i w w  W P  

Mb ^ r  f a r  ^ n j  %  • ftftP F  
f5f*hro e m m r < r t  * t t  i n l f i s v  f * i 4 * w  
^ w q T ' w r  M T»m  %  ^

^  a w  5ST fiW T  * R T  ^
^ 5 . * r  ? t  » i^  i « r t f i p p r f * p f r n r f v  

w n r  n*iT «rr f r  n rw w  f w r f l t  
%■ « r w  f w r  P r ?  i a w  ifcfr t o t  <ft w r  
ffer v ff  t o r  v t  «fr w r w w t  
q<V, ^  ^BpTT ^TTfST j  ? fN *h T T  ^  
^dtr) f»r tflm «RfNr P p to i ftr w  
^7 ^  i W  ^  ^  Pr w r

apmr
f ^ T  ^  ^ n r # w * w r « f t T
< fW f v t  v n w  "FT j t t  * f t w
p w  *pit  i

«ft wtff> . «<«n 0  v *  fa *  *rn  
ok Istto t m 7

«fi W  *T + $ H i 'U p F T  ^  P j  
< n c n t t  t o  ^  f t ? n  ^  i « < * i <
<rt ^  » r r  #  ^ - r m t  « ft  ^ S r

^  #  ftr^rr m  i f k  «n[ w  
ift |  aw u n fe r  f s n m  «tt %\«ft
3 3 %  «rre ?ft ^ 6 . * r r  f w v i T  ^
f t  *t*i t  i

^ f f  9 T  3ft *TJT 3 T J  %  3 H T  3 T T  
3 V ?  Tift ^ * f l T  ^  *Ff»TT

*^5n  ^  f r  3ft | ,  ^  fffW  ( ,  
V T rA  ^  1#k *Tf ^ t  HTTTT

s ft%  %  v r m  ^ ? t o  s « r r | < j k  
»nn: <̂ t w tv it  i t r  ?rc5  % w n
V T<ft ?ft q T ft» W  n  ̂  %
?T»T I <PTPT ^St V * f t  3TH% 
H T * T 3 W f W « I T l f t ? r R ^ l f W « l f
sppt ^ft w y r  arfesr f t  »n rr 1 1 « w  a *  
w  ^  t  ^  ^  vtam vrtlr * fir

w w if  areft w u r m n M R r
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w rif r^ f tr
n w  sfafcr
* f t w * 5 t « T f < t i * 3 t * p i f t  f r f r f r w f  
% o t w  jnfara’ 5^  if tr  w  ^ < 0  

j w f t  « M t  *?t «rrrfaT y *  t & f * R  *  
n w  m p r  j  ft» *Nt nftoT %■ ft? 
* t a r S m * r f c * t  « fa f? r % s s t *
$  f a  ftw  % w r  y'+d v t  ^ptfct n H ' $  
« G r o a r f a f t t  1 t f l W R n r j f t r v t f i f t  
« v r  sror *i$r o t i #  * i t  $  n i t w -  
f t R f f  <n€f ^nflr 4 t  1 ;3*r%  a r a  
irt* »rf 4 t ft? anr av steftr sfaftr
i t  H f i l V R  q f f  fh lT  1 v  ^ 9 %  S R T  sit 
$ h t *  f a *  «tp9W, < tt «  w <  * p t o  
K W  V^fr, W  ?R> 9VR
< h f t , w ^ ^ r v t  ^T<Tw vrm ^m R  
f l w w m f ^ l  1 ^  ^sr *nrar k t* t  ^>t
* r f  ^ t f r « P R f * r ^ r ? n T % s w  v t ^ r  
v c t t  ?it f N f t v r  » ft%
v n r f t  ^ h it  i A t : v r  9 V  ^  f N f s ^ r  

i{T i m r f  '<ik(1 <i*i 9 v  w i  v r 
f*rcrw «iflf ^ppbt ^  1

«ft 5® t « qfer % m ft |  f r
« n r * * w
^  ’WWT MJMdl t> W  5TR% *nflf *Ft 

ft«JT 3THT I $ fifc?T T̂TT 
airpiT g fo  ^ T |i^  $  %ftK f l
f c ^ p f f  * t  < r f W  »Bt?RT %  

%  5T# 9 ^ R I T  $  I #  * 1 T  j p T  
|  ? tT 5!t O T  »Pr t  feJTT
»nrr * t frfv r i r c  3  w rer 31*7 4 9 *1$  i 
n i t * r c $ 5 T ^ * r i f f r o R f  % » l j  

firaT 3JTBT t , ?V 
f^RHITBT t  *? l3n,R  TO
WT Wtit |  I S o -**  SjfiRRT ft*TH $%

t  *» * * *  s ta r  % wm  «p*r 
^ciwff % if t  < o t v t f n ? i f i f r  

|  i f t a  w  %  * r t f  %  s t  *n ft^

W  ^  fw r
ftar«T*flTfc

i l ^ f r  » - t v
HW <W,TO%fW % 9RIW PiW  
|? i tT O  ? wt*t ^  t f t » r 9 s ^ |?  
W filjf  ?*s-^<» w t»nT  f t r  T ? r |  1

^n^sr ^  v® *rr % f^m r % 
A rt t$  i  jit w lr  wrrer vn «rc
fipp T?T ^  I v m  f  ft>

W FT’BPRT AlVPT !33I% t  ^  ^  
t r i  t » f s ^ T ^ n r  ^nw R «rk^R W T 
% w  « rftv rd  «ftr ^r%  « w  «nr 

v<tyrRr «ftr f ^ r  v t t o t
ftjRIT HT?FTT % W*T 4<W< W W  % , 
^51^ t  •

VPIT ifr frnPTT T tf  U«sSt 
rftfH IPHHT ^T^ft ^  eft *T 3VVt 

^wra %=TT f  Pf>
a^^ft i #  sft’T

i  ■—

( 0  ftRft 1ft IHTir «TT
< t ^ r a t  ft* $ q v
*TRT %T % ®TOT PT
?s T^fff fiRft ■*fr 
grw qf vfam  *  ?rt i 

( ^ )  v rx ^ R t ^  ^ f t  M t  "ft 
^fhnfWtMt 5^5 v t  ,J57r 
h p r t  i f  »[«n % <rf*tr 
v^fft nft f ^ f t  fw sr *  
^ 5 T » n ^  i

( ^ )  f w t  v t
* f trv W  ^TT^frr^frr ?t*t 
fa% art «fT*TW fn f  ^  
«ft^T f?wf? *pt «WR 
?rrPp Sfasrc «?k <rtwt- 
fnv  sft^f #  <nff ̂  w$$nr 
•ftr ^nmr v h tr1 ^t »
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W*Hlf
W R f t  ?nr s w  *?t$ s r n r  ^  |  1 « p f r f v  
t r r n v f t - d k  * n r  a f r n r  v* $ <rt 'r f f #  
f  i f t r  $ t  m  * r f * * r c r  * r r f t  
%tt 1 t r r *  * f t  s w  fc r  *  s r a f t  * f t » f t  

i j f f e r ^ T  w  *n w  *? t j j f t f i r  v  « f t c * t  
Tft̂  I *f 5TmT =̂»TT far 

*  W T  f w  |  I < ffc  ? R f  *St 
t̂f?T 1PHR 3TH V «rr  ̂ »T 'dH^I WT 

TR  |  I

«rf *ft7 fT m  W, *ar? &PT #  
W  *m s t c  ' t t  s r ^ r  f t c f t  |  1 * n f t  
qrrfe^ff *5t « f t r  %  5 *r  snft A g m * r  W  
*r ^  t  P p  * ^ r r  & r  *  « w  * f t  «P*ft 
|  ^  ^  v t  ? r r  «PT5n |  ?ft 
5 ®S w t  >s6H ^ h r , ? '5t t  ^r*ft»f v t  5fta*rr
iitflT, #cftfT *T5T^t #  T ^ T  #JTTT

f r o t  *  < * r * S  ^  ?t»r 
<TTSr*T W T & l 'iHl* fVi<? ft? IT
* a r r  *r » f to  «Ft titi, e ft^ t g t #  

jf ta R T O  ^5TT5ft f W t  I O T *  a n fa r  
%  «F^T IT T ^ T V  f  7 p r v t  V  WTfvTV

« r h t  ? t m  a ft a p f r r  * t  
f ,  <j»nra f  1 f a ^ r f  i f t  s r t  mr

1 A w  *fta r * w a r  *ceft
# # £ t i t $ ,  * * W T O t  «RTH M T  ’’T l ^ r
f  1 mar «n*R t i t  ar *fta t t  vspr
*TT f * T  ^ T T  «P T , W T » t  *FT  t f t *  %
« f k  s y m w  ^rnsrwrt *  < rrft t f h r
^ l r f W V W 3 W 1 # t ^ N n T T # ^ R < f r f  I 
^  v p r  j[ 3H  84 ^

^ F T T  T ^ * f t  ?W W V T
s^ftarT a ft f r e ^ r  < r » ir  rn ^ ft  ^t
finprm  m  tin  ^ 1

i m m  «^fKrv w  mm
f i f w r m  |  ?ft w f  ^  ^rm T |  ’

«♦ w w  ^  srflTR »rrt v  r t
t  1

xr«ff><i w nft ^  #  w h  
5rsp? P w , A  3*r t̂ ?m*Rr y  1 

f  *r* tfr m * *  t o t  sn^ rr jf ftr w r  
**!% ?w ww Ht qrwnr <1 ’ 
%Pf»t aw v tt  t̂crr $ w  ?ft 
^  *rrit t  xttK wts * r arRft 1 1 
« m r  *T5 s> v  |  t>  ^  ssnrir^  £  f% 

«r«nrd ̂  *rrar ?nR spft |  ft? *rR*ftir 
?f?ft««r ^  arr t |  f  tftr 

*S  rtt^ m ift f t  ^ T T , (ft ijt f wrar |  
fp  r̂nre s r o t f̂t <11 sn^ift 1
fcflp* 5STTT fTW Ijfi ^  TC ^ t  I
* tn  «r? |  %  *?t£ «ft »nft 4#>tt s?ff
5^ f e  z*r r a f t  <r?rrr f t  r

f l W i  liNVt ?ft F̂TT
»T Hjft ^TT ^ T f^  I

*  WWW ^  <TT VT <{TT̂ W  
W tftr M flHFdl |T tip g«Vl 

WRT 5̂T SFT 9XT5T T̂TcTT ^  I 

1RT ^ft <f V^T f% *Tj[
arj’cT «^*T r n  I  I ^  Sf^t t  Tv
>T? WpT t  1 HVRT *Tf ^?T 
ftcTT |  f^r ?>r^t f?r ^  v f m 7 *m  

»T t̂ 5̂T ^ t  ? A 5ft fv  
f»rrc cwt ? ^ t  fftgfw e
?>Rft «ift wrc<T |  f% jr F w g f  A rearer 
f«PTT^P? r<3n%-
5T^t 'STT 'TT I  ««m «TT s , »I? £ te  
$ 1  ar^r ^ s f t fa r  *x jtw  | ,  ^  

^  ^  f t ,  ^ r |  f ^ r  *fthr f t ,
^  *flld ^t, !J | fVEft ip f *rtt
st t t  rrr^ arrdt |  ht  ̂ *fir-
^tr?r ^  f tr^ f tr tt  ̂ tcft |  « fk  w»mr *r̂ V 
^ft^Vefr fsrft^Rr v r  It *
ftn% ?rtt ^ t  |  trftr ^ f 5 w  %
^  tr f rw fr  *  t t f  $  1 f ir  wwt 
t v  v fr  5TT5TT |  fv  aN HTfar ft#  
fanSrtTT £  ?t ^»f iftr far%mc |  *
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A * fttf fair jqft |
4  s t o s t  g fv  j t t  vfipnr* p a r fag  
fa r ir m  1 4 « m  v s v t a  *r? |
JpT l*eftSBT *$ t ton 1 1 1RR
<sft nftf ^RT tor ftfll 3(fT <IT VRiV
fta r  «ft*TF»t 3  «ffc lift  « re  tftftr w  

SW ftaT  ?ft SfT v t
^  *«ft arcsror »ift vxm  1 5 1  eft 
j f ;  |  ftp f^ vw *r $  * rt* t  sifcft

$  ST* falHlK  *ft 5fT Tft |
%tt* i t s  s * s  * t  «rrar *fr $?r * r t  

¥ t  *tftrar srft f t  t f t  $ i

’sew = a^  ’rc  f  "\
eTTO ^T f*T WSZmX

«rtr ^ T P ff % qrerm m  A  «n>r ^  £ 
$*nct ?n?» ^nszT^R v t  tta#  

% f̂ PT V tf  ^ r r  4#  -diiMi 3|T TfT 5 I
aw erer ^  % fair «p̂ *r s s r n  
snraT ?w ew !Tft f t  ^rktt i fatft ift 
«nft 3  «rrr ^  * tr , fotft =p% *t ^  

fT  ir’ ft t  ^  JHTH Jp’ ft
<w v t f  *ft wifr *r f t  f *  «n?»ft %
A  tJ*dMK tft fw nrgf ’̂ Rft f  I S*T% 
*fteTT WT «jr*i<4l<; f , *Tf 'HIM'+t *ffa^T 

fln r  1 A  «rt*T m  ^  «tft it*
*tt w ^ r  îfcTT g  gf?rit «n*r * t  «raT 
^THT ftp -««2T̂ TT ftar 1 1  Tra^- A 
^ r t 5t ftefr f

w w n  *q£tar : h w  't t

V tt  *FTtH eft# Jfft, 'SHJT -4NH X’RTT
a rm r 1

«nw : 4  % arfT# TtW ^I
’MlfH? $ f t  «TWT M n ^ n «
fw iM W H  f w t % TOCT$ I «PK <«•

ftm  wt \k  *rr « w r  v t  
«ftr \n * r  « m  *rw n w #  f^r 

v q [  % « | r  « f< r  f  1 « #  u

i R ^ V ^ t  Tfft w ftw  <Pfffl*«(«ft 1 
irfr *fr f t  *nr ?r> uw «rwrr ^t ton 
$  f  1 «nr aft *n^fbr * ^ » r t  f t t  t  

v r f ro r  f t£  $  «nr« ^»o  ^ft» 
ft^t i  w f ^  <w A  «Fwt f i m r  w i 
f^lT ^  % %f\X ^ t  HTVrft JVHt «nc 
Pt5T?nr f  1 xrf ^T^r PRft « w  
* r  HftftaT 1

4  *ftr vfJTT ^rffli ;   ̂

^ to r^ tJ R fiR » R frf % *rfr«R firenr 

5pft ?rre »r*Tt jq;, A  ijfr qr 
^  ^«rr, TT3FS- ststc 3ft anr 
v ^ r f t T  ?ft TTTjqrfir ^ f ,  ^
■anfTivrra ^Vrarro xrt ^  ^  Tfi 
ipr*TT ^r%  srre ssfineiM  *irf>*if>-
5U?r ^ f t  Wfi^T ft j  e ft Wf ^ f t  T O T
<11*1 1 Mei t *rft f*rrt ^pt ?nf«T v rr ®r^-
5TT T| |  I 4  SFfJTT T̂feTT f  f% 3R»
firi^ Jr*rr?r *F*?t «̂ t sftftr A  «^T«r 
^ft f^ n  f r  v«<6^ imnft v t  
«RT*?mT f t  jft^m  H^fft a n M  enr 

n *  *if f t v k  v«ft « rw  ^  f t
«*?ft 1

iFer A  f*rr^ A *  ^ tor

i f t  ^  ^ t f  « m  %  i r t  4

^«t spt ^  ton r̂Tĝ iT «ftr wf 

^ f  f t « f t  vnA <t r  ^ t # « p w  A 
g^Ft «rw *r^t^t apTf n w  jrWt 
9 f T  3 I W  e ft » < r w r  U M 4 I  f t * T T  I

(« W )  s ^n«wr 
3̂ 1, & A  ^  T fT f «ff^,
^  1 *rcr w*
5 ^  ^  fa f^ H  z^t w»r w  jw r

«ftr f^r «rar vj  ̂ f trf^ rr  z^r ^ r  
fu r  | ,  ^nrr f*n^ u rf m f^  v f#  |  
fiu war « w t t  J?ft wft 1 A *nro«n 
jr fv  f>irt i r t  ?c v ^ f z  m  « w  

^ c r r » r |  i
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w r t ( T ^  h w tw | 1 ^ r r t  w ii 
w*mr m  f  Pf s h f ,

t a r  { p t r  «rr w m n r  y *  * m r ,  p m  
z h  i f fc  fo r r  e. * i w ,
*\» fsrrc s *  j s r  f r o  $t w  
K *  ? m r , e:o ^ T R  I W  STST ^ I T H
* f s r  j u t  t  n  srrar, ^ r
* f k  ^ r r  i f  flra r  ^  s p p p t  ?? s m r
2*T  I ^  C t J c T  ftc T T  ^>T e[t « l i d f  ^
?nnrr u t o z ?  i t t o t t o  aw ^  
f r o r  mx V* wnsr z * t  |% tt  « it  ersr s h i f t  
#  * t $  q f a & w  jq ft  £ * n .  ^ r  

KTHT 5 *T ?  H  25T f ^ J T l f l T  3ft f? 5
o t  % «ror jin r «rr ^ r  * t  fawr * r  x.  ̂
?fw  z*r ^ t *1*115 ?ft ♦^9i 5  ft* <1*1 im *r 
t o  i t  5> jijtt i  1

< [ *  w * l * ( h l  W W  5 %T<T *T lift
J W  •TT I

^ f i m f c i f r o  ^ * t w t  *n?r
| ,  VTT5T * t  fcfaPT I Jm  SPHT SPfT<T
g f a w im r ^  srtf ?m  t  '
* m  «ywj,P<^ >nf s 'r  f a w  m  

V T  9 V  f v  «T$r ^  eft *T '3'in'y 
f v  ^  5TTSTR %  3ft ? ? 5ITWr

^  t o  *  fo rt t  ^  w  *rnr
*5t *5 t « m t  T s n r n r  t ,  ^  f s r  f a H T
m  H?T 5T^f § f  1 & &

<m : m*t ^  < *m &i ^ k t  f o r t  ? w  
i f t  $  far # *r n r  *  t o  * t  <n»rar t  • 
^ w i n i r a ' <T 7 ^ r  v = R f t |  1A

f  * r * * T * r a r £ 5 ^ t t 1
t o  t t  *rcrcr s ft  £  <ftf?rfj?p«T ?pt?- 
fircr ^  ^  f w  » n n  t  1 it?  3ft ^ n r  
f i r t W t  w t o  i  9T? < n rT  ^  ^ r r  
f w r r  g « r  ?  f t r  «rsr v r  w z  $  ?rt 
%  $ I< W  ’ f t  n m r t t  f  3 T T  7 T  H T T

w»r% |  1 t m .  w r  ^  * c v z  f  ^ft

cit o t  ^ r t t  ^ t  *raf r̂ t  ^
^T» f  1 «nr w  fpw  {ftfipr
sftz  T tM ^ v T c f * m ¥ t  *&(* % t » 
A nlw n̂ % v*rm ¥t h t ^ t  ^  ait 
^  ^ 1% f w m  f im  |  « ^ ra r

fSTOT % «flT ^TT ^Tf*fr «pffftr
^  «nr ?ft ter ^  ^  frW t wftn, 

tm  *  % %?rm wr«ft?nr
<F^ 1 apr ursrhiir ^ i r  i  ?rt art v w  
>tn^ «mr tw qt  $, ^r%  v r  #  *n[ *t?f 
«nHt t  f*P t o  ^ t  p r  frts?it r 
wftw A  ^ ttrt ^ n r  5 ftr *̂n̂ r $
Vv< W tl^ic «ijfl |  I W  W
?t  aft |  ^  #* t
iRt >5731 ^rftpr t <r v i t  *Pt, 
%^hr a w (  *Pt «ik f*iw  s w R
^t ^tt aT| t̂ ^  nfdZ^V <T<!T 1
XT3ivi3r fi<Hii *t ^ t  *rm  1 ?*t «itn 
3ft <11̂ 141 t , a r^ r  % aqKT 1 H- 
«il41 îd t  • *1^ «J*iM HTSilT V ^ -  
fsR 5t% 5W ^ fW t ? f t# ^ a T 5 « T  

^  f t#  I t
TO ^ T  ^ t  f^TT «ftT JRTST7, f»T % 
HPT ^  %  3ITKT V f t  ^3TT, 31JTCT
TO ^tfar4! I *t^ ‘TRT T O  !^ft »T̂ t 
eft # f tm  ^TRrr 1 ^  str-
^w)<Sz ^ ? ik  »mft sft #r q ^ rN t 
t  w k  ^fcr f t  w m t^ r« «n|3r ttS t 
1 ¥T w «!t^ t  ^ t
5IT 7 f T  #  3TPT ^ ? t  f  |

*15 ^  far ST̂ Er,
TO m  fftfinr I  I f w r  ^ t  cTPf̂ r
^ f t n ^ ^ t ^ f t t  • v t t ’ l t f a w R ^  

t o  | l i  ^  ivCTr 1 t o  y tJ  vrd" ^  
jrf̂ w f̂tn, firan «rrer «F»ft >ft
t o  ^  ^t» v r  w ?n  wtfar *n^ 
«mr »w?r ^ r r  ^ » rr  ^  ♦ t t r o r i
^  ¥PT % flw VT7T *TRT iN?!T f  1 %
iftfaw wj » swfar f t i  ^
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agf i  ftWT a»$f $ 1

«t » xw g*m faf qv anrfetr f tsm  t,
«P&  aft *fr f tf lrc  t  I Vfr f t
H*»f V T *R
%m w f  vt \* * •  **r «rg v t  sm  
^ W J» T tfrw T ^ rr^ » ra T ? f ir* fw %

Vt TPT W N  ^  f  I 
5$  %T sjtCT ffaT f  I f*T *T*T
ajfifcW  %  JIT t *  **T o  *rr 3 JJK T  %
*iWi t  i t s i  f  1 f*r x
t t x t ,  art *?$# *  ^0 ?o ^
IPIT | JTBlf *  ? fk  \S* *o *fk 5# *o
*nftar «nit t  1 ** * * t v
* •  tNr fer  vtstt t  1 aifr q r * r  ai» 
Ifc Tflt i m t  StaPTt HTf* £  I 
*PTC 3“ *0 JR fiTOT ?Tt

w t ^ ,  ifcm m?m  j ?  w ,  w  
t o  ftar$’ 3°*° *fit ?fr
v w m -, awri $f f^TT f t  *RT I *lf %3RT 
v n ^ f tw R r t  » *pjt *wrf «fk v^v tct 
w ^ it  «if ^  ^o t r  srft* ?rt v t f  

<RTI# Vt *T?T f  I *HR fv*?H VT 
’aTTC 'TOT f̂ T5T *PTT eft f̂t*! f?«TT VT»T 
^  % f t  ÊT Vt ^RT fa*T W  t 
3 *  iftfr Vt 5rTRTT W W  ft<TT t  eft
aifa % f t f fR  v t  <rtr apt ?r ht® 
ht ?v *to  xW § ottrtt ^  firvrcrr $ 

w * w r  vt ?Ftf «rar jfft 1 1
(tnierruptumi) ^

«fhc ft*R  vt t o w  fin j»ia( £
a t w r ^ t w ’  «n»r w t  f  ? 
*spf3  tf tr  * r ^  % Jtsr % f m  ?m

v V w t w n ^ t  *
c*rnft sft vrirar «n<?f % x& 

w h ^ r  itWIT t ,  OT «t5RT f  I 
V fl f v  «Tf*. ^R5T
«ftr f»nft v firfe  t  * w  

fk fR  A  anfor «nft ?nr 5^t 
w r « i t ^ ^ r % ,r a T ^ r r t f t r S B5
f f t  I fRTt Hft # j t  W^RPft fRTHt
t  1 nwRPr % f»rt wt <?ft ft,

«mft *r ftft ?ft n  ^t 1 ftw  
fu rf t  fapwr CTwmc fJIftwr, f*rrd 

*fk f*TRt v m  in
f  *rrt PrtrtV vrr v r n  ’ «r^r ^  i n t  
H  VfT fc  t o  % fW  A  «*f «|* 
t[»¥ ^ rflv^ c ftfH ^t  ̂^t amr «ft ^ f 
«re f c u r c  1 f»rrt % %m &  
fowKwwmpfl | ,  «mmH % <rr»fV 
?ft ww ft, ^  ?rt ww H t̂ ft, ^  
f t^ V % f W % a R T ^ t^ R r^ t  1

fT HT5T f*n^ >7fT K° ?fW n w ft 
t^T ^1% «W f ^  s^RT \9o « J W * f V

1 mumm  * ra r f t  % i\*  
$ ? v t t r  m ipft t<T ft n  1 w  q r  
^  f m t  m«(t f V P V T  a m  ? f»TTt JTfT 
im rfv ft v t  w T ^ t  1 1  w t t  
f v n m  v t t  ? ft  m f s r  ^  v ^ t  f t  

^ r  » n f 4  w r  a f t f ^ R  1 f a a s r r

vrar v t  t t  t  5*t r t
« R  5̂ T% asn«?lfY ^tT V t  f  I « T  
% m  fv^ft v t  v g r  sfft, f t n s r t r f r f t n f i r  

^ ^ w w f ^ a r s r T  T | f g ^ f v ^ v f p r  
^  ? R V K  f t ,  v H  >?t 5?3 ^ t  v t  ?rvm 1
W  ^  #fT HTfar vt  v ^ t  ^  t  i «(Vc

SIN V f ^  f  f t  %  % 5*?ft»fc ^
f A s tft  t  1 <5tv f ,  WTT v t  ^ | V  t  • 
* t t * t  5W 5R  f v  w a r  m f ? r  ^ t

?ft ^ rc r >St 5*rrft f t  7r€f v t «fK^t 
t o t ,  <nravT Tjsar ?ft f t#  a im  t  ^  1
aif ^(T W t Vf# t  I Tiar f*TRT ^
^ I T  I

m  A  snsfr i t t v t t  ?r ^  v f^ r  
=arrf?rr 5 1 a n r  v r m ? r  w r

* P T « T T  c i t a t f  1
fcft*r f*w wsff ^  v f r  f t  5i*r ^
*IW a*Cft faw ?ft ’fTCVTT #  VfT f t
ft?RT smRT 5*T WIVt VT "Rit
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[«ft fasjfo fa * ]

^ k v » X 'i T ^ 5 ^ f T O « r w ,rc 
#<* « t  i #  v p T  $  f r  ’i #  k t v r  
* * r a t  j f  i a pr s *  s a r c r  * r c  «n : w h  
*rfto?»T«fU§«lf$4M a»'H 5IH *TT ĈTHT 

$r ?it 5*rnr sfr sh st anrf $«tt 
WS ^  S&V #  fh v !* f I

5*rft arer # v%  q^rr ^ j t  g fip 
^ n i (  a f w  f r  f o r  g r  aft f o r  fa? < s t*
^ T ^ n R * P i - f T « f R f  f + ^ f t

f « {  *T 5 f t  %  f?T*f g?r a ft t o a T T  %  
*Tt 3  fHfr^T **T T̂T ^Tf̂ T I IPTT
fv w F f aft « r t f t  fa r m  % s th  
imWRPT f*T9T 3TTO tft ^  *Uiqi< aft 
*fPT 3  *TC *PTT S%»TT I

HT$ *Tf a^ft $  f t  STff 
*T 5 ^   ̂ 1 A  asfcrr |  far ^ r vr aftf 

1 a t  f a p r c r f l ,  q f o n r  
^1r 5R*nc<rr ^ vm  fam  |  ifk  5H %
A  aft *jft *jft 5RRIT VTctT 5 I 5*rrt 
^  P m  Rftftsfe | i  v m r  v r in m
Wt â JT Mfini ^ j f  *R SrfVT
|*TT* JJ$T ^  q f tfo fa  |  f a  ?*T *<RT
«ro t a  *i$f a?*Sr fa? amftaT a*ar 
|  fa  t o  ast raw  % fo r ift t o  % »iw
a P T f » r # $  i 5 V 5 f t * t R f 3 H q r ^ , |  1
n r fa$ f *  aft pr*r*m  aft s ir  arff 
nuar o tih t  wif^v, *fhc n r shr * t 
Ir « r  fw n  anar * rff*  1 w tfa  
f F W ^ ^ a j^ f ^ q fr « r n r ^ T |  t 
u tt atR% |  fa  *rrt fatft *rr % * « it aft 
*n^*r $  amr f a  ** #  war ^ f t t  ^  
|  nt t o  aft *ar aft ^ar t o  **»Rft $ 

am* t o  aft *n^«r fa  «rr *  arm
IlftO TlftsCT)’ ajar sq  ̂ ICTcft I ( f t  * |  
q v^ m m iN viT  arcrfcfaarar*rWraft 
« f  fR(T wwt |  fa  anfr $
® t t o ^ « * r o r w w n w r  * 3 9* $ *  
« * f t |  fwrarrfiwr^TBT

| w a r a p p T « p T « m ^ T r | t
&  aft f a  T ia rftfa a r q r f W f  
wr asr ̂ fT ir ^  w  «r S 1 %«r
^  *T? ?W!T *W  VTT?T *f W I T  *PTT % 
ff r c  ’ TOTflnr a n  T^T I  I

5?Rt jtr t JTf |  far ^ n r  fv  c n w  
« i^ r  ^  a ^ r  . .  .

w e m n ^ v r  • <w a t t o  a ^ w  
*nffct 1

f * w  #  ar?»r w t  f  1 
3sPi>n 4  »ja> snw a ^ n  ^ t ^ t  g  fa> ^it 
5 ftr  ^  a f t ^  f  ^ r  ast ?ft ? * - * •  
<fk l w  m  «*rar fir^rar |  
t c  ait * r ?  #  ^ t? n t |  ^ r  aft s w  « k
«IPr f*TTC «FT WW fiWT T r m  1 1 w #  
^  t o  ts t t  a j H T f t ?  3ft
eiW inr v  a t ^  f  ^  aft ift ^Rftvanni 
h ^ w  ft*rr aiw  1

t o * wt *r ^ ? w  ^  a m  %  w w  
H F T 'ftv  WM«iY arw ^  ?ft 'K Q W  
« W  fftSTT I

«r> ftr ^ fii f » w  ^  x?af awr « f t t  
arpnr ^tgdi g 1 |*rt̂  aî r aft «iw 
anr a>r fawn ^ ^  t̂a» •î t  ̂ <
^ w % f t a ? r f i  unr«rsnw $fv *r  
^T ^TT  ̂?ft ^T fV^H ^ $s a?t 
sarm r fW t Ttfg^ 1 ftrar 0x5  % f t  
^  n  t m  ft^ft ani^ «rnt ^ t  &fai«r 
w t r t  arrar |  a t  «?H t $ *r ft  anni 

a r̂ ^^TT^niT^ i ftft?p^  
r̂ t  «nr % itr%  #  *ft ^*rr ■arfi^ i 

ft*i1» % H ^ K  fir a>r UWI 
wtht ftar aiifjE$ i awr ^ tt ct ?it 
*15 w w  w w  1 1

a w r ^ t ^ w f f  w  a i t a t w f t a f T t  
m  m  ^tairr v N v  aranr g  i
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Start Mahanty (Dhenkanal): Mr. 
Deputy-Speaker, yesterday listening 
to  some of the speeches on the food 
debate, I was reminded of the most 
ancient custom of our society, namely, 
human sacrifice. Members might have 
known that human sacrifice was asso-
ciated with fertility cu lt For more 
production human sacrifice was used 
to  be offered and men were selected 
mostly from the ruling houses. The 
kings had to be offered as human 
sacrifices. If more production is to be 
achieved by spilling the blood of the 
Food Minister, or whoever he may be, 

.1 am at one with it. But that only 
indicates what amount of uncritical 
thought is prevailing over this subject.

Today the fact has to be borne in 
mind that the complaint is not against 
lesser production, but more prices. In 
1955-56, which was a lean year, the 
prices tended to be lower than what 
they are today. In 1957-58 the pro-
duction was higher than the produc-
tion of 1956-57. In 1958-59 the pro-
duction is still higher than the pro-
duction of 1937-98. Yet, the prices 
are tending to rise, almost competing 
with the volume of increase in pro-
duction. That is the real crux of the 
problem. The crux of the problem is 
not increased production; the crux of 
the problem is the spiralling increas-
ing prices. To quote only one instance, 
take rice. The price of rice has 
tended to register, and reached a 
record which was never known before. 
In 19S7-58 the production of rice was 
24- 9 million tons. In  1958-59 it  is 
29*7 million tons. But the price of 
rice today is much higher than what 
i t  used to be last year.

Similar is the case of wheat. Of 
course the increase in production of
wheat is not in proportion to the 
Increase in production of rice but 
still we h m  got 2 million tons of 
increased production of wheat. Evan 
then, price of wheat is increasing, 
notwithstanding  all the huge amounts 
of foodgrains that we have been 
importing from abroad. Therefore, I 
wooM most humbly beg of this House

to separate the two issue* that is, the 
question of food production and the 
question of the spiral of increasing 
food prices.

I would like to ask in aU humility 
whether the hon. Food Minister has 
any control over the rise in pricss. 
Yesterday our hon. colleague, Shri 
Tyagi, pointed out that only during 
war time the volume of money supply 
increased and deficit financing 
increased because more funds were 
diverted towards production of goods 
which had no bearing upon the needs 
of the consumers. But I tell him that 
there is another kind of w ar going on 
today and that war is planning. I 
would like this House to consider the 
impact of the huge amount of deficit 
financing that we have indulged in 
and its effect on the food prices. The 
Food Enquiry Committee Report 
obliquely hinted at it. I do not know 
why they did not take courage in both 
their hands to say that this deficit 
financing has resulted in absolute 
ruination of our economic life. But I 
have got an inkling that this deficit 
financing has got a direct bearing on 
these increasing food prices and for 
that several other fiscal measures have 
to be taken. Certain other measures 
have to be taken and the blood of the 
hon. Food Minister is not going to 
save the country from that situation.

Then another thing is that the fact 
has to be remembered that for food, 
there are two other Union Ministers. 
There are two huge Union Ministn its 
which are now engaged in the pro-
duction of food, the Ministry of Com-
munity Development and the Ministry 
of Agriculture.

Shrt Tyagi: Both are suffering from 
heart trouble.

Shri Mahanty: That is the unfor-
tunate part oi i t  But then there are 
also the State Governments. Yester-
day, the Chair had ruled and I obey 
that ruling that we should not bring 
in the States here. Therefore, X am



3881 Discussion re: AUGUST 22, 1959 JHm in Foodgrain Prices 3882

[Shri Mahanty] 
not going into that aspect of the Ques-
tion. But the fact has to be remem-
bered that a debate on food will be 
elusive and will be unreal if we do 
no t make any reference to the condi-
tions prevailing in the States because 
it  is only the State Governments who 
are primarily concerned not only with 
increased production but also with 
the distribution of foodgrains.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: That debate 
will be held in the States

Shri Mahanty: Yes, Sir. We also 
represent our constituencies in the 
States and we also suffer the pangs of 
hunger as m fch as our counter-parts 
in the State legislatures.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Now, as he 
says that because the ruling is 
tiiere . . .

Shri Mahanty; I  am in your hands. 
I v n  not going into it. But I simply 
want to point out that let there be a 
kind of dispassionate thinking. 
Nobody’s blood is going to increase 
food production or is going to save 
this country from this catastrophe. If 
Shri Jain is going to resign because 
the prices would decrease thereby, I 
would beg of him to reconsider the 
matter

Another important aspect to which 
I wanted to draw the attention of the 
House is the State trading in food-
grains. A case is being sought to be 
made that State trading in foodgrains 
has been a failure and, therefore, it 
Should be abandoned. Listening to 
the speech of our esteemed colleague, 
Shri Tyagi—I will be very glad if I 
have not understood him correctly— 
the impression that I had gathered 
was that he is not in favour of State 
trading in foodgrains and judging 
from the response that he got ..

Shri Tyagi: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. I am in favour. 
But I  wanted that the machinery 
must be complete to control it com-
pletely. I  am not for a partial way,

just having State trading partially. I t  
must be complete State trading if at 
all we resort*to i t

Shri Mahanty: I am grateful to
Shri Tyagi for this correction. I  did 
not understand him correctly. But 
judging from the response that he was 
getting and the cheers that he was 
drawing from quarters which were 
against State trading I was led to 
believe that he was speaking against 
State trading. State trading has been 
a failure. I say that State trading has 
been a failure. S tate trading has 
resulted in exploitation of the primary 
producers at the cost of the hoarders 
and the traders. Time and again, I 
have brought i t  to the notice of the 
hon. Food Minister and the hon. 
Prime Minister himself I have no 
time a t my disposal, otherwise I 
would have said from the experience 
that we are having in Orissa—a sur-
plus State—how State trading has 
functioned. But because State trad-
ing has been a failure, we must make 
it a success The fact has to be 
borne m mind that there can be no 
planning unless we keep the price 
line consistent. With the amount of 
deficit financing that we are indulging 
in on account of the Plan, with the 
amount of money supply that is 
increasing m the hands of society and 
with the tendency to raise the wages 
and the rest of it, unless we maintain 
a consistent line in prices and supply, 
no Plan is ever going to be achieved.

It ha.', been said—and again I go to 
Shri Tyagi because he said that—that 
control smacks at totalitarian coun-
tries But does not planning also 
smack of totalitarian countries’ May 
I know from him which democratic 
country had ever planned? Did 
England have a  Plan’ Had America 
a P lan ' Had West Germany a plan? 
Had Japan a plan? Had France a 
plan? No The concept ot planning 
emanated from countries which he 
may not like. The first five-year plan, 
the second five-year plan and a series 
of five-year plans were absolutely a  
concept of the totalitarian countries.
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placed as we are today, lagging cen* 
tune* behind the European countries, 
we need planning I t is an accepted 
fact There can be no planning, there 
can be no industrial development, 
there can be nothing worth while in 

country unless we basically main-
tain a consistent and fixed pnce line 
But I say, in all humility, that State 
trading has been a failure It has 
been a failure and I want to hold the 
hon Food Minister wholly and square-
ly responsible for it  because the work-
ing group that the hon Food Minis-
ter had appointed to go into it merely 
fiddled with the problem and they did 
not even touch the fringe of the 
problem There was the Essential 
Commodities Act I t was a piece of 
.IfyDRteUnt' Jtbe jtaaaixre:oi -list Ji 
was passed by this Legislature and it 
was the sacred duty of the hon Food 
Minister and the Government of India 
to have enquired from time to time 
of the States as to how the provisions 
at the Essential Commodities Act had 
been given effect to 1 hold and main-
tain that if only the hon Food Min-
ister had been a little more serious, if 
only the Government of India had 
been a little more tough with the 
States, this kind of hoarding and dis-
gorging them in the market when 
there is scarcity to exploit the con-
sumers would not have happened If 
we want to find the devils of the 
drama, we shall have to turn our eyes 
elsewhere We will find plenty of them 
m Calcutta and elsewhere I would 
like to ask Was the Chief Minister 
«f West Bengal not a member of the 
National Development Council’ Was 
not the Chief Minister of Bihar a 
member of the Natioal Development 
Council9 Were they not committed, 
as members of the National Develop-
ment Council, to State trading m food-
grains? Are they not members of 
the Congress7 Was not the Nagpur 
Congress committed morally, spiri-
tually, politically and legally to State 
trading in foodgrains7 Yet, who had 
withdrawn the State trading in food-
grains and with whose consent9 I 
held and accuse the hon Union Min-
ister at Food that whenever West 
Bengal wanted anything because of

Hs refugee problem and because at 
the huge sore called Calcutta City, 
the Union Government like a good 
hoy released all the stocks Let the 
'Vhole country die but let Calcutta 
survive. And while the pavements of 
Calcutta are crying for the blood of 
the hoarders, what do we find? We 
And a peculiar scene of hoarders like 
^ashupati Das and Sons publishing 
advertisements, flashing in Statesman 
«tid other Calcutta dailies, "We can 
supply any quantity of nee to anyone 
that comes forward” I have sent 
that advertisement to the hon Food 
Minister I have sent that advertise-
ment to the hon Prune Minister and 
I have never been offered an answer 
Yet, how that Pashupati Das and 
Sqmj how these hoarders stzO canto- 
n\ie to be

Shri A. P. Jain You never sent me 
that advertisement You sent it to 
the hon Prime Minister only

Shri Mahanty: I sent it to the hon
Prune Minister 1 thought that there 
was some collective Cabinet respon- 
S1bility Whatever that may be, I do 
nt>t say this in a spirit of anger I 
sfteak in frustration I speak in 
ahsolute helplessness For this State 
trading in foodgrains, I accuse the 
Government They have entrusted it 
*4 the very hoarders whose mission m  
l^e is to thwart it

With these words, smce the time at 
n\y disposal is very short

Mr Deputy-Speaker: There is none

Shri Mahanty: I would not like to 
t^ke more tune of the Rouse But I 
wouid once again appeal to this House 
tc, cons der this asoect dispassionate-
ly and once for all make up its mind 
that State trading in foodgrains can-
not be eschewed under any circum-
stances

wrcrr « o  fao (ahpftr) *
fcfJTTftr tfr, F- S  T t V9T #

*r$?rr 5  Pf fcr #  v s  w
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«pft f ,  1 W R
w«ror 3  * f t  «rc ft? *taff «tt % *forcff 
«w fz r  f a n  »mr $ 1  *mr f *  * f
•Ff f a  fcfatK IW

W  % f a t  f«r vrMta snwref «Pt *1*
5̂  fc’TT T T ^ 1

h t ^ h  srsrraT srr Tfr $ 1 
'fir t  f e r  v rm  % «gg

f s fe fe w  W  |  3^  ? t  %ttt ^  a t
W N  >Ft JTT5J5 ft»1T  ft? * F T  t

tn r a  t  «;5.n w  srosr 
H * *  t  t . t t . U l  

f t  *pft 1 ?ncf 3t «rrr 
fa  ^  t  'fere jtt5*t *rra
& ^« |afK Z *r^rar« ftT si??f3 rK 2!r 
t g  jtot, fa  * r  $  to  w k

\  ? S. w  t o t  *fk ^«S fJfR Z5T
n j  t  *wt H *  *nft ^Ftsft v t fcsrt % 
*TS*ft U*re *Tf * f t  STT* fa  falT 
*f $Fff <RVK 51 Vtf *P5K
35PIT ?ft *T ^T Tt *iH*i % fV|if 
•!$  f  I ^ t T  W -W  t  J5J * f  
•ST « ft  fa*TT |  V* T ^ t  |  & fa *T  
f a r  * f t  o t  ' f t  w  sr+t< %■ « n x W  <m r i  
* tf  m  |  f a  o t  t  5 ^
^  f̂ r*rr t  1 .

?far(t c?rH % \ r t  cpp *rnfY *nr 
t m - l t  m  fm fr *rct
s fn ^ H  v t ar̂ T ??o f W n r  
®T >R ^5TT’®n^ I  I %f*R OT 
?PF « T T O W I * f t  WS <I*T V c o
fafa*CT f t  *T?ft I  I ??pft3pra?HT 
% fa t ? ? 0 f a f ^ r  r^r n ^ ^ j c r s r ^  
1 1 *rmw % f a t  w  fair 933 gqifuft 
f  1 *fT squnr f t r  ftaT t  %fts*r
^  M  « t «raw, a m  Jrtw, jfo r, 

^  ^  art «stt

«ra*iipr f t  *rws ^  swiftiq 
*rfr 1 4  w  f t  u r r  w  « iw  f^mwr
WT^T i  I

h * r t  |  :

“In order to produce 110 mil-
lion tans of foodgrains annually 
by the end of the Third Plan, the 
rate of production increase must 
average 8-2 per cent, per year for 
the next 7 years. This rate of 
increase compares with an annnal 
average of 2-3 per cent, from 
1949-50 to 1958-59 and an 
average of 3*2 per cent, front 
1952-53 to 1958-59. The task it 
overwhelming. The urgency of 
an all-out effort is obvious. Ade-
quate resources must be made 
available to accomplish the jo b "

’i f  f<Mti |  irfk snre fare
&r\ fa* q; far qftfaRr

*TWK *Pt nSRft ^  ^!T f f  |  ?ft 4  
* n ^  % # ittt f  1

w  ^  f t  hp t  fR ?if fq^r c 
TT5TT |  f% fH <PR fl«W« ^ t Sf?T 

t  • w  h  f*r «pt inriepr 
% WPT <pt >35l̂ T vnr
v^ rr ^nffrr 1 ^ft ?rtfr w  % ’finnrr 
3SH ^ t  vrfsRr f  ^  ^?r % hpt 
f^w rpm r ^  ^  t  1 *n^r *rf 

% wftt r | |  w  f t  ^mr 
'rcptff ?w % a w  î i f f t »
«if 3ft frtftt |  t  *ft q^t v fr  >m 
«rer 'r w !  ^  ?w It n R  f e a  
an t 1 O T t  T f r w t  =

“It is clear to us too, that the 
urgency of the problem and the 
need for clear-cut organisational 
adjustments to meet it must be 
understood at the State level. 
Unless State officials recognise 
the crisis and the need for force-
ful and direct action, the problem
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cannot be solved. W« emphasise 
that die existing policy conflicts 
Wtwaeu  departments, the present  
lack of co-ordinated efforts on 
food production, and the frequent 
failure to provide adequate fund* 
for agricultural work  must be 
eliminated

The organisation problem does 
not stop at the State level.
Appropriate changes re-directing 
efforts at district, block and vil-
lage level must also occur.”

vr nit % *rc 5*r w  
*it iprrd sm vnn tfr*ft 1

m  %  s n r  *  *r$  « R ? r r  

J  f a  *pt u * * - * 0 4
'srra- f t  <ft ipr #  e.

f a f a q p T  & T  *P T  Z T T i t e  W  «TT I

«fk u w -^ ta p r f a '? T P T * rT s n f a f t  
mw «t t  ?fr
w t t w t t o t  55̂ % 5 n % r 4

50 . Jt f*rfa*l»T H*T TT 5TTX3TZ <<3 
I  W  4  'Sft ^f?T*T V 7 7 T T

|  '3<T % pH<4 %^T <(«*! T*-
|5w< «l^t <.{5*11 ^  f̂?*P |[ir P^Hl, 

WfTT iftr  ÎWl fl*t> 5TFTT I

3*n « ra  *T$tor, ^  w r  w  
fcrte  % <fri ^  ^stftt ^ r r  
g  1 <nfer<a>R, anfar % f?ro q tft
V f e 1 5 S ’ W I T  f * R T  8  * T H t  ^>T 

?t, ^  *|5T 3TF*t f  I
Vnr *̂TT̂  'TFft «RiTT 3TRTT ̂  |
*er ^  ^  f a  'TRt * t

a r s f c  JF S tro rst i f r it#  *  fi=rar |  
f a  f a s  ?pd$ f t  ? w t  srrfft « r a w i  

* t f t  1 1
‘Ind ia  now gets only one-fifth 

to  one-fourth ton increase in crop 
yields on irrigated lands as com* 
pared to  n  on-irrigated lands. 
Moreover, only about 12 per 
cen t of irrigated acreage grows

more than one irrigated crop per 
year. India cannot afford this 
waste of resources. Better w ater 
management is needed. In fact, 
India can make greater and more 
immediate gains in food produc-
tion by intensifying expenditure 
of time and effort on w ater 
management mi farms than by 
constructing large-scale irrigation 
projects which take years to 
develop.”

*  V * t  ift TSPTT
ftor i f a  ft*rr fa  aft w i 
i?«nfcv m f , ^ # h t t o w  

. | * T T # e g t £  * t  g re w r a T | 1

frf ta  H ^  W  t  f a s  ^ t  
<ltT :—

“The Third Plan should allocate 
substantial funds for technical 
assistance to aid cultivators in 
making better use of available 
water Provision must also be 
made for a more comprehensive 
approach with co-ordination of all 
relevant departments

SIT fI? iTfc fJT
W ?  Wfffpr VPT 
Jff ^  P̂TT I 4  tfV TfTT *it ( m  
f a  srf m & n  t

arf?r ^^rq-jf f  1 ^
*rrcr ef-< *r  ̂ «taI^ 4  t  1 W  ^  

a v th n r  ?ft*r «<̂ >€
«rnt%»ftg7: q rt «n^ v t
frvrvR- *t t  +<*ti ^
vTli t o  v t t  v ? l w r

t ,  JTTfeJTt ~ |r  P -^ T ^ f  t .  «ft p r  
fa^r ?R5 v m  v k  t  f a  ^
4  TO5Tfr *ftr f<nfr 1

f^ it?  m  ^  v r  w r  g •—

"There are places in India 
where millions of acres could be- 
reclaimed and made productive 
by surface drainage at less coat
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[<WTT «f* fao
and in less time fhan by develop-
ing new irrigation projects. The 
portions at these areas that appear 
to be most productive and that 
have the possibility of 2 to 3 
crops a year should be given the 
highest priority."

Wfa*} W ^FTT f a  ^fT apr|
f , *T$t <TT 5TpT^ U\m &  % VT
w  v s n  1 «grm %■
%  t r ^  *  >ft tft t

VTCflT R l' V t  wit q^TTJft VT
*TPRT VT^T 'TIRtT § I #  5̂TPT
f i p i T  *rr  f t r  «p r 5?r ,# 5 fr  v t  t

v im
v i s 9 n r t  t t  (jii aft ^ t t  

^?r wfy qara v r  f k ^ n  * n f$ ,  
^ 5 » ^ f * n T q T T f r | * f t T ! T ^ # i T r T ^  

*ftld % «rr*» ■sst y% 5  1 ^
%m  v “t « t h  ^ t t  1 

4 4  V  V klTR'^i^t^nTTW rCTXt 
*  'T f i  t  f v  * r #  * r ^ r  ^ f t ? > r  
*T T  I ,  ^  W  *HT<=RT % V R  *TTT 
I r « m * r f t H T t  i ^ w f r i r o
%  *m * r a T  %  ft? s t v  1 1 ^  ^ i t  g  
f*F WRT JTf TOT 5TV? VT# % fa#  
*rtt*T5t?*T ^  9PTT V^# ftp ZX *FT %
■wi# ^  in[ v m  fhrr ii fm rr  vnr

w nrfofrv t 
ww# % «rr* v |  f r  f *  vnnrrc «Tfsnr
^  |  » 3ft % T H , '5RT V t  ? *r  ,
* f t r  *T f r  *rc  T f  v *  v t * t  v ^  1 p n r r  
^ ? N * r  ^PTT ^ i f t f  f t r  « n i f  f j ^ f  < 

* r f t  4  V g H T  M l f t f r  jf
ft?  ^ f t  #  s ^ t o t  ^
•3$  \  I

WTO #  «fhc T f ’ TT ’WT^TT g  I 
-*n v fr r  # *t« t st̂ t v t
a a f  * R n *  ^  <ft f a  W W T  * T ? *

wrfcrT f fe v  nrftar an#w, m  % wN)f 
v t  wj?t T!f!r fa*fr 1 1 sft*n*r

?p f  wra*r f a r c  tprr «fa: wr
w  ?m  *vr «ftr 5»r ?t *rt wjw

^  *HV »T^T%  JqpT Ĥ ITWTT t  I

aft aft^r % »n^ ?
A *?HT ^ t ’5TT̂ !T 5 ftp ^  ^  P  
T^RReT VT % v m  <r I

*TTT ̂ TT *FT % TW '■WWf I

H  ^  R ft97T %  fg *T T  f*F  
Wt ITfi^T  ̂ f , ^T  VT «s«H VT# Hft 
fTT

Dr. Krishnasmunl (Chingleput): 
Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, the House 
is indebted to Dr. Ram Subhag Singh, 
and Shn Tyagi, whom I do not see 
here, for having thrown some light on 
complicated questions of policy. I t is 
one of the ironies of the situation that 
notwithstanding the appointment of 
many committees and experts, we do 
not seem to have a clear view of the 
problem. The Government for the 
past ten years has been advocating 
the building up of buffer stocks, an 
assuredly important m atter Almost 
every section of public opinion, not 
excluding the experts, have supported 
this idea Indeed, the experts are 
most anxious that it should be done; 
for buffer stocks are a sine qua non 
for giving Government adequate faci-
lities to enter the m arket and 
influence the movement of prices 
either upwards or in a downwards.

To my way of thinking, I feel that 
a  wrong step was taken sometime ia 
September last year when the 
National Development Council prac-
tically abandoned the idea* at build-
ing up buffer stocks and concentrated 
on State trading. We decided then to 
think that State trading was sow t- 
thing which could be done without
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really having anything like adequate 
buffer stocks, and it took us nearly 
two or three months to real'se the 
folly of our ways The Food Minister 
is, of course, not to blame for what 
has happened The National Deve-
lopment Council and the Planning 
Commission, that body of ceremonial 
wisdom, are there indeed to supei - 
vise the deeds and initiate policies of 
our Cabinet Ministers and, therefore, 
it is rather unfair to suggest that 
blame should be laid on any partu u- 
lai individual Cabinet Minister But 
T do think that Government as d 
whole has to share blame for A’hat 
has happened

Now, when we plaited buildin® up 
buffer stocks, one must expect a 
natural rise in price-. Part of the 
cxplanat on for prices being as high 
as tht> we re during last yeai—and, 
by and laige it will be admitted by 
the*. who h a \ t  given thought to this 
question that the prices of cereals d i r  

high as the> were last you. md 
not lowered down—is the policy of 
piocurement that we had to embirk 
upon and that had to be done is  a 
matter of national necessity

1 do not go into the complicated 
problem which has faced We t
Bengal There of course, the adrnm- 
btrative machinery had to gam a c pi- 

tam amount of momentum, and due to 
the fact that there were other cir-
cumstances, the price's of cereals had 
also certainly risen a bit more Pa it 
of the explanation of that is the 
administrative lack of expertise Cer-
tainly from our point of view, there 
would have been no cause for undue 
alarm or a great deal of pessimism, if 
we could have felt confident that the 
pise m prices would be only tem-
porary and that, in course of time, we 
would be able to bring prices down 
Unfortunately, there are not solid 
grounds for hoping that prices will 
come down in the near future What 
is the explanation? We may be able 
to procure about 1 8 million tons or 
even 2 million terns of cereals during 
the coming six or seven months But 
this is not sufficient, in my opinion, 
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to bring down the pnees. So, what 
we have done today is merely to pro-
cure not enough to bnng down prices; 
but at the same time, we have procur-
ed enough to keep up the price* of 
cereals That, in fact, is the heart of 
the problem I would wish hon 
Members to realise why this has 
occurred What is it that prevents us 
from procuring more? Not surely 
lack of administrative machinery, 
bocause once the administrative 
machinery has gained momentum in 
procuring cereals, there is nothing to 
inhibit its procuring cereals at certain 
priccs The great be>ttleneck that Js 
today facing us is inadequate ware-
housing facilities, a point which has 
not been stressed in this debate If 
the Planning Commission which con-
centrates on so many matters, if mem-
bers of the Planning Commission who 
talk of fhbt things cenning first, had 
only had a clearer idea of priorities— 
and it is one of the strangest com-
mentaries that the Planning Commis-
sion today does not have any idea of 
priorities—they would certainly have 
concentrated more on provid ng an 
increase of at least 30 or 40 per cent 
in our warehousing facilities Had 
this been possible, we would have 
procured some 31 million to 4 million 
ions and that in itself would have 
been a great advantage, considering 
that wo would have had in our pos-
session 10-12 per cent of the market 
surplus with which we could embark 
on pushing down pnees, if necessary, 
or pulling up prices if necessary

Now, without having buffer stocks, 
as several of my hon friends have 
pointed out, irrespective of the merits 
of State trading, we would not be in 
a position to control retail prices or 
bnng them down In fact, it is unfor-
tunate that this aspect of the matter 
should not have been taken into 
account by members of the Planning 
Commission sufficiently Certainly if 
we had more warehousing facilities, 
producers of foodgrains could have 
utilised those facilities at nominal 
rent to store their grain Also, the 
Government would have been in a 
position to buy the grain and store it
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£l)r. Krishnaswami] 
in these warehouses and thus have in 
tte possession sufficient stocks to
influence the course and movement of 
prices

Now, there is another issue to which 
I should like to invite the attention 
at the House Hon Members have
pointed out that prices of cereals 
have been increasing a lot But I do 
wish to point that that is not the cor-
rect explanation. The prices of 
cereals did rise last year becausc the 
Government, or rather, the Nat ona! 
Development Council, camc out with 
a declaration that irrespective of
whether wp bad buffer .slocks «r jqoJ, 
Government were going to embark on 
a policy of State trading Without 
having thought clearly ovei the 
administrative implications of the
policy, they stated it, and th jt 1 the 
reason for increase in the prices cf 
cereals But taking by and lai,;e 
what has occurred m the country, one 
must realise that it is not the pne< s 
of cereals alone that have auseii but 
the prices of non-cereals like* pulses 
which have risen more In fart, the 
prices of latter have risen more 
sharply, and it is this aspect of the 
matter which is stressed bv *nany
people who have taken pan  i.i cur-
rent agitations m West Bengal and 
also m other areas of the country

Now, as incomes increase, it is dear 
that there would be a greater incre-
ment of demand for these non-cereals 
like pulses And we have to realise 
that this is what has occurred In 
fact, it has increased so sharply that 
people have begun to wonder whether 
the cost of living is not influenced oy 
the rise in prices of non-cereals To 
deal with this, we have to immediate-
ly increase the supply of non-cereals, 
ta d  that is why one has to devote 
mote attention to having increased 
productivity of our agricultural crops 
so that we might have more land 
reserved for some of these non-cereal 
crops. With that, we might be ?bte 
4b tncreSse the stoelt

The basic problem that faces us is 
t<> have an increase of supplies, 
because without that increase of sup-
plies, it would not be possible to 
tfcckle the food problem effectively. 
Unfortunately, neither the Planning 
Commission nor the high worthies 
who have given some thought to this 
Question have ever thought of really 
considering what should be done to 
^crease supplies

My hon Friend, Shri Tyagi, referred 
to zonal restrictions I wish only to 
Point out that one may justify such 
restrict ons when imposed only for a 
short period The railways may not 
bp able to handle the grains, there-
fore, we might be compelled to have 
a sort of zonal restrictions, or we 
might be compelled to impojt giains 
for a certain period to feed the peo-
ple in the port tiwns and, therefort, 
it may not be possible for us to re'*I1/  
htivc anything like free movement. 
Blit even when we dnw  up zones for 
•* short per od, u i have to realise that 
7Qnes should not 1m. formed '-o as to 
c^use too much of a strain m a few 
sUrplus areas In faet, m the southern 
ziine, Kerala acted as a drag and that 
was why even Andhra Pradesh and 
certain other States wanted the 
southern zone to be broken up Had 
We perhaps—I am now putting for-
ward a suggestion which might be 
considered to be slightly academic— 
h&d we perhaps tagged Madhya P ra- 
dt-sh on to that zone, it might have 
Proved easier for us in the sho t 
Period to really have met the demand 
arid have had also a wider market 
which would have benefited us, and 
Possibly this agitation about breaking 
ub the zorte would not have arisen In 
the acute manner in which it did.

But this apart, I want this House to 
view this question from a larger angle 
&hd with vision What is the greatest 
achievement which stands to our cre-
dit during the past decade? It is the 
achievement of fiardar Vallabhbhaf 
Patel who realised that we should 
h%ve what is known as an integrated 
Market of India or rather a cOhvrtidtt
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market of India And, in same res-
pects, his Achievement was much 
greater than the creation of a com-
mon market for Europe

These zonal restrictions, m my opi-
nion, prevent our obtaining the ad-
vantages of this integration of India. 
And, I do venture to think that unless 
we view th s problem only as a tem-
porary thing and think of increasing 
supplies and tackling It from a differ-
ent angle we are not going to have 
anything tangible achieved

I do not wish to state anything more 
except that I wish to enter a caveat 
aganst the proposition that was ad 
vanced by some of my hon friends 
that we should have a Price Stabili-
sation Board I think it is a most 
useless proposal Mere multiplication 
of agencies is not going to bring about 
an increase of food or solve the prob 
lem of better distribution I think if 
we tackle these problems on essential 
ly well understood administrative 
lines instead of being concerned with 
merely considering these problems 
from a very big angle without having 
sufficient resources, we would have 
done something tangible towards im-
proving the lot of the people and in 
bringing about much more progress in , 
constructive thinking

Shri Harish Chandra Mathar (Pali)
Mr Deputy-Speaker, Sir, it is really 
regrettable and unfortunate that even 
after 12 years of independence and 
two ambitious Plans food remains our 
problem number 1, and We all feel so 
concerned and anxious about it, a 
problem culminating almost in the re 
signation of the Food Minister I do 
not think this resignation of the Food 
Minuter will take us any nearer the 
solution of the problem As a matter 
of fact, what is wanted is an assess-
ment and re-assessment of the policies 
which have been adopted by our Gov-
ernment to solve the food problem 
m this country

I would rather like to draw point-
ed attention to  the address delivered 
by the Governor of the Reserve

Bank only last week He has touch-
ed upon a very vital subject whisk 
has a great bearing and relation to 
the food problem of this country M 
well If we make a really objective 
and critical analysis of the situation 
and try to offer certain constructive 
suggestions, the first thing we should 
do is just to study the problem as >t 
presents itself before us today

I have no hesitation in saying that 
nothing has brought our Government 
so much in public contempt as that 
food problem and its administration 
1 am not apportioning the blame here 
between A, B or C but I say that it 
is high time that we take a serious 
note of this bold fact which stares us 
n the face Anybody who is in liv-

ing touch with the masses will tell 
you that nothing has brought our 
Government so much in public con-
tempt as our food situation But, if 
we make a critical analysis of it we 
will find that it is not the Food Mi 
mstei who is responsible But the 
Food Minister is generally under-
stood to be responsible for it, among 
the masses, for various reasons be 
cause it is the food administration 
which comes into contact with them

It has been said by almost all 
hon Members who have participated 
in the debate that it is not so much 
the availability of food but the prices 
which are our headache What arc 
the factors which are governing these 
high prices7 I referred just now to 
the address of the Governor of the 
Reserve Bank He has drawn point-
ed attention to the fact that since 
independence the internal value of 
the rupee has gone down by 29 per 
cent If the infernal value of the 
rupee has gone down by 28 per cent, 
it will, certainly, be reflected in the 
food prices The patent fact is that 
we are going to release more and 
more money and food production 
cannot keep pace with the money 
that you are going to release Until 
and unless our production both in 
the agricultural as well as in the in-
dustrial sector keeps pace with th*
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{Shn Haruh Chandra Mathur] 
money that ia released by the Trea-
sury, the food prices cannot possibly 
be controlled And, we must take 
note at this important factor This 
important factor is neither controlled 
by the Food Minister nor by State 
Governments, it »  a composite policy 
matter

Ho has also pointed out, and this> 
House and the country must take 
note of it, that if we compare our 
food prices with the level of the food 
prices which is rising in all coun-
tries, all over the world, our country 
has done fairly well Our position 
does compare favourably with others, 
it is not so bad as m all the coun-
tries during these 11 or 12 y ean  
The food prices have gone up more 
particularly because they have spent 
more and more on developmental 
works Various other factors have 
also obtained there And, in this 
particular country, because of our 
Flans, we have been releasing more 
and more money which has affected 
the food prices

While I say all this I do not for a 
moment suggest that the failure and 
folhes of the administration have not 
contributed very significantly to this 
deteriorating food pohcy They have 
contributed significantly

Agam we must take note of the 
fact that 90 per cent of the responsi 
bihty lies with the State Govern-
ments There are two factors, one 
is policy-making and the other is 
implementation In the implementa-
tion part, the entire responsibility 
rests with the State Governments In 
policy-making also the State Gov-
ernments have a major say One can-
not deny it because it is only in 
the National Development Council 
where we sit together we take im-
portant major policy decisions

My complaint is that when we start 
with certain theories there is nobody 
in  the States who stands up and puts 
his foot down against a particular

policy, in spite of the fact that some 
of the Chief Ministers of States have 
not got a robust faith in the policy 
that is going to be adopted and »  
spite of the fact that they are not 
very serious in try ng to implement 
that policy If the Chief Ministers 
of the States and the other people 
who have a major say in formulating 
policies were to put their feet down 
that decision would not be taken

So when State trading was taken 
up, as a policy, as a programme it is 
unexceptionable There is nothing 
against it if we can have an honest 
and efficient machinery to implement 
it It would have yielded results. 
But everyone knew that nothing 
would be possible and that no one 
would be able to cope with the 
situation and yet we adopted that 
policy The result of it is we started 
tinkering here and tinkering there 
and it had an adverse effect

Let us understand whether we are 
going to have a free market policy 
If we are going to have a free mar-
ket policy, let there be no controls 
like this These controls which are 
half-way houses m the manner in

• which we are conducting them, are 
houses for corruption They are a 
prop for the corrupt official; they are 
a prop for the unscrupulous business-
men It has been the sorry story, the 
sorry tale of this Food Administra-
tion that we have adopted only half 
way houses of control, a patchwork 
here and a patchwork there, which 
has resulted to nothing but a dete-
rioration of the situation If I were 
to give examples as to what had 
happened, I could give There could 
have been no other way but that it 
would lead to corruption The hon 
Minister will bear me out In a par-
ticular place, gram was selling at 
Rs 10 a maund

Mr Deputy-Speaker: The hon
Members time Is up

Shri Harish Chandra Mathur:
Kindly permit me a few more ml-
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nutes, Sir; I am also one of those 
who have tabled this motion.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The Minister 
has to reply at 4; there »  still one 
more State—my own—which has not 
been represented at all

Shri Hariah Chandra Math or: I 
will not deny you that privilege and 
pleasure I will finish in 3-4 minutes

Now, what has been the effect of 
our pol.cy’ There should be only one 
criterion to judge our policies and 
that one criterion should be whether 
the policies and the programmes 
which we adopt stimulate more pro-
duction or n o t If tha t Is done, most 
of the difficulties will be resolved 
What happens today? The agricultu 
n s t is not happy, the trader is not 
happy and the consumer is not happy 
Inspite of the fact that we are 
trying to do everything for the 
peasant, anybody who goes down 
to the peasant knows what he 
feels I had certain conferences m 
my constituencies and other places 
There is such an amount of uncertain-
ty in his mind that it becomes abso-
lutely difficult to cncourage him and 
to stimulate him for greater produc-
tion The trader has the same fate 
You have done nothing to dislodge 
him but you gave a challenge to him 
that he is going to be dislodged He 
has dislodged you as a matter of 
fac t So is the fate of the consumer 
•Iso I  would most earnestly request 
you to cord-jn off two places—Bom-
bay and Calcutta—because these two 
places have got a greater purchasing 
power and they do not mind purchas-
ing anything a t any rate and they 
spread the high rates everywhere If 
you completely cordon them off and 
make separate arrangement for them 
by introducing foolproof rationing 
there, i t  would serve them well 
Then, having done this, let there be 
an absolutely free flow of grains 
throughout the entire country and 
let these artificial barriers be wash-

ed o u t They are absolutely meaning- 
leak

X am speaking from a surplus State 
We will have a  lot of foodgrains to 
w ad  o u t If X were to give you 
figures, during 1958-59 we had sent 
out 8068 broadgauge wagon loads of 
food on the one hand and 21855 
metre gauge wagon loads of food on 
the other. We have sent out so much 
and still I say it will be to our very 
great advantage if we had free flow 
throughout the country. .

Mr Deputy-Speaker: The hon
Member must conclude now.

Shri Harlsh Chandra Mathur: I am 
sorry, Sir; I had quite a number of 
points but as we are short of time, 
I will take some other opportunity.

Mr Deputy-Speaker: I am more 
sorry but I cannot help i t

KT’ft *1° fa® qfllfac : (STOW*-) 
fWt srr?* vrcrcft 
SWT g &fasf *T5T V p fk  fa f  VT
m  vt <kt t  *fffa n m  ^swt

*Wr fa it I

A  35* srfatt sfim *
’fl'RTT |  |  fsF STFfW %

T* *TT fafTOK fTTfST <TC TT̂ FTT quffcT 
f * R T T  ^  % I s f t r  %  1 f t  ^ n r  T P e r s n u

I  fa sw *t$ Mfar sfcflr fc 
<ft sft |  fasrnnr

1 1  ^  ^  fa 
|  in vtf smsr 11

Xpft t  3ft *ft
^rw t «j*w< ̂ 8  ^  h r  «nr ip»t

faRPft K eft CRT
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[mqi

q f  « $ t  %  q f t  q  q .f a q T q ?  4

a r » %  u w r  p r t v ^ v n
q Tar <rw> «rrcr «rw forr 1 1 vw, 
^ r r r n  m  p r r t  f f r o ^  q $  t ' * t  * « r  
ir  % tfi *f § w q r  wifprr t̂ 
■raw  ^  f t  *?r*t far w  ift u ttit  
q ftftrer n?t *r$  ft  1 * m  ? q  « q  ^ tfs ra r %  
qrarenf « r w  n f  «^?rr m  *<{&
$ — q » R  q $  S T T T  2 f t  f t - - f t  W «r»TT 

5?r 5Tft f 5 T T 1 1  tnp «rr * q f t  fq?qTq 
% ^T«r f q i t  snsnq *?ft *ft q  ^  u x .3  
* f  i ^ h  ft *iT  «ri f a  * t  *rra  % «p?tt v̂ c\ 
STTCiS If? THT tft fq q qqqWT 
?nft q * q r  * f t r  i w m  « n > q fq *k  
$■ anq

q ftn  s ifT  Tm n rfq  (feqiT)
*  q? qm »P?fr «ft 1

W P it i j o f i f o  y tlf o T  : a t  u * ?  q  
f w n e ^ f v  w  ^rer «ft 1 ? p

f f f t a  ̂  F s 'i  • *1̂ 1 ft*iT *T f f lJ I  t
ft 'rt «pt q*r ^mrrr % t̂ ^kt
t«pjc ft q<?T ft I “*nN- F̂<TTTf*T?T 
^?TT tit, q s a T  q * r  w f f  3q*t q q T  sft l"  
q$ tftqTTt ?ft «(3<ft i?t qT T?t ft I

4  S T o  TT*T ^ n f ’ T ^ ^ f t V t ^ T ’ -n r q - 
lffti'w 'd * v T f l r  |  f t i  f * n r t  a ft 
qrfiwft *fr*t %qT ’qrfgq 1
faq spif arr spft, q#t fefftn ?t *nir, 
ar? qra qgt jfcft qTf?* 1

*q q*a q  Wffrrr g f t  q-^ti? *Y 
* W  &  q * t  afT ff r W T  V* q  i r a p  |  
* 5  u r a n fr  £ q  1 1 3 * r  £ q  * t  q ?  i r m i  
m m  »i*»t ft f t  \o  ?rm

^ r ^ r  ft»ft 1 4  ? r m t  <enm r 
sarT̂ janr |  f t  ??rft *t qarw 

w t z t  srrfrrr %  w

» r f  1 1A K m i  v n f t  y t  ft
s r m q a H T a T f  1 4  « n  P m ? n
I  srgr fJ n ir r  tft * . ?  ? r *r
f V T  q P 5 ft  « ft  f t  q r^ft f f t  W |  Sr f t
aqfsftqj | ,  t i ^ V  n #  f * m m  |  ^ r r ^ t
«CT*T 7 1 5ft ?  f*T5T<T J|ft * n r ?  f t  9 T T T  f l
srwft v tfr  t  f t  i t^ < n f t
^ 7. xtn ? n’$t i ^ r  3t g s i  irr is a rrtf,-1  

5W t  ^ tt ?rr«r a n t  ?  ?wr a t 
5 *r  wi 1 n f ^ a .  p r i f l r
W ts rra  « n ^  i,  w f t q  ^ f t  v r f e z r q ^ t  

Hf w  ft f t  ^  ^  ^ f t  f  *BT5T 
f*rrft TO5T srrar u rat ft 1 ^  «*ja«T 

t i t  ^ n ftq  t i t  arm I t  q r  f t  
< p n q  q  ^K T  *RToi q ^ T  q i ^ t  
qr»ftq ft 1 w a*rt;, s t r to t  ^ r r f ?  qrt 
xr&tr qarnr %  ^  ^  q r  f t  v?ft
f i^ a  ? r n t  ft ^  q  qfga n n  »iq ?. 
f t  f q  s* a f d  ^  qrsr wTq 1 fnq 
j q r a  qrf ^nft 5 ? n q i arrq r q q q q s  
sp» Tffn- %rr r t  mr. t q w  ^ r  q f a  
w r r  ft i

^ r t  q ra  ft f t  ib ?  qrsspT ti* 
ip r  v r r *  %  fs p i ? q  ? t  < ra rf q r  * t *  ^  5 ,

<fr s rR r ro q  q r  * f h ;  ^  r ^ f t i q « ? R  
<P I t>T JflTTl̂ T i f k  «ft q ia  ft 
ar? q fq rf  ^ t  q ra  ft fsrq % qTar 5f»rf 
tit a q r s f ft  ^ t  r$  ft  1 w r  ^ r ^ q  q  f q i t  
a r t ^ T f .q f t o  ^ n f t ^  f q ?  <sft ^5T q ? ?  
<qq q v  ? t  # q  q »  5% ^  ? q  q q a q s  <1
w q ?  q ?  a rp ft g  a t ^ q  q?3r 4 q  iPt 
T t ^ 5 ,  *ft7 - < FT T  f q T  i r r q , « t  « ^ R

c ftq r r  g t  |  a ft f t  ? q ^ r s f t iw i  «fc t  
%  ■arwr ^

« f t  * j o - q f «  w q  ( ^ q ? r )  w * n * » f r  
q  ? q r f t  ^ t q f  tit q q : $t t w  ^  \
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w *  30 fe« wmfac :<ramr * 
M  |  is? v y ti

#  spff t «wr* w w «fcmr tr wnr fotfr *> 
f^cft trr srw *frr ar?TT sft ir***
fa v  * t  w c t  f w T p l ,
% jm  v* t f m r i  v* qar *r&rr fa
41 ̂  ̂  w rw  11 w i  JTjff f r r ^  
f r n ^ s f ,  *rf«#t<*Pfr »  -
fan: ^  t  v t  *rt £ 1  *?  *  w? o t t t
’TfHT «THT |  fa  fB5 *f*T gt I 
4  m fRrr % fa ?sr a r v  sFt Rjrsr 
fafWeT SOFTt 1

r * v  ancv ?ft <rrsr v *  s i r o r *  w r *  
v t  g^T^r % ftvf> ^ i 0
a a r t f t a  s w r # *  %  ^ c r r fe v r v  g  i
JTffl *rrf5r»T *rt *»r ^  arrft £ 
%ft* argr a v  faRft^srn v t  ***** %, 
*zz ffe*r »»& *TfT vfjt 1 *  «? 
qWcrT |  fa  it i t* l  sNrv ir^ fr ?, 
syfan ?*iffr W'TR- tzrnr  * tw t
srrar eft q? sr̂ cT * rrt % 1

w w V  * f \  t r v  f a a r a  t  —

crraf^Tv *r? £tt v  « n ^  *t k  
»p ta i  *Rrt W5R t

3Tc 51V f^rv  *r srarif ww*ft, w  erv 
«PT VT VT2T jp«T iftWK SX «T*«TT, 
^ f t s r r n w  i3rsr?TVffnT«rvmt»fiw 
^fht sf*r^ w«nr, sw ^rv stW ^h $ft ^  
aft ftrariwrT fc, $  *wftw 1

UT3T £  fVHTC |W  IT ^
As *rar 1 1 A flm m r f  fa  ?*r A vfeft-
*f«W «BlPw Vt eTVR WPTT $ «ft* *<f 
f*nrr «£sht f  xftr *r^t * sv t tjv  ^ * 1  

|  SspR f5TTar *TT gt fosfl,
?*T WST 7T fft ^W T  VTHT I  ^  
«VH v t  5THT f t  v tf  ^«VT 
q f  ^T13T W Rnf fa  5WT wt^t sftT gpft 
favr?ft tf tr  ^  wt’t v t  ^ m f t  1

^  u v r  3T5T *ranr, ^  «r®r 
«%*rr * w  « n ^  ^  w w

V9"^hrrtt v r ft ’n enfa v tiftsf^
VrUPl %fW? «T̂ B|T «f̂ TB 

wpifRft f t  srw 1 ^  m m r  g  fa  
«pRT vtwwfew ?T>«T5̂ 5f  5Tf7. f ’BVT 
«̂ Wt t̂ rnsr |  «ftr fa^rnff v t v rtt 
»ror Hv^ft 1 1 < m  ^?rvt w i?  % 
q^f h t v r  v t p [  fjrnft srm vr^t 
wiffjf 1 f ^ T  «nNf art t  ? * v t 
v<?rr 5arrffJT etTfa fam nt v t *f f*w 
if ft «TT*ff q r  f*??r m  jit i m w  
5fftrarqrf»w«veTTfvtrT%ffirT w ft 
^rst v t  ?w> 1

16 hrs

VfT, 4feT fft eHTPfw *Ht,
WTf»- »«fi*r5nr w  «ftr v f  5^  ertfa 
?ft# 1 m i  *r*p- wrr faHT̂ f % <n̂  
snq efr « rm ^ <mT ̂ < n  fa  ?> p i r  
^  WV f̂NY 4*tTf, APT, fipf̂ tTpT
w ?mrT «tt iflr grffsf nfimrsT % 
w r ^ ^ H t f ^ a r m v f t w t ^ f t r  

«rt %ftr x m x  wrsr -jft ff̂ ^Rrr̂ r % 
r̂reff ^ 3H^t 5*RVT «nrnr wm eft

fa # W15T tft <t f^TT W5T <Tf̂  
*?t elTf *t ift «feft VT  ̂ f  «h

erffaf v t w^r<f ¥ t vk vfa. 
f a m f  Vt <B7T 35H  v t *rt? v rf
arnr ^  forr *pt t  t ,  3*r v t  «[Tr sret-

1 A  wtar tft wra v t
t̂ êlT g I f̂fKfeTV ^fteTfT^t

f t  f  %fa?T *T50|T * 3T faETPTf Vt V«ft 
?ft «PRT *nr ^  ^TeTT |  «ftr tit 
f^t5IT f t  q f  faVPTeT Tfift ^ I W? % 
4K  ^ f̂t JT̂ t SfTeT 5T1̂  ft^t t  I *f*I+ 
T̂SR'ReT *T f«<0  *T SRT̂  ^ ef*TT *t<W 

^  q>r<r̂ iT3R 4sfNr ^rr Tft ^ w  
*nft h v  >ft f*n t f̂T?ft % fa^mrt 
vt OTT ^  ReTT  ̂ fa  v f e m W  
VT3?ff% ^ffS*tT5T V??TTt l « l ? t
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[*r<fr*r<> fao 

% ttarc % *jt t  £  i
s r f  ^  tfr  «rc *ft*rr

tft *̂ 5RT5T ^  ^  I  1 «R % qnr 3ft 
WPRX f , 3»T VI 3ft S K  {fidI ^  sTCF VT
* f t  1 3*  a f c  f t  s k N m  ^  f  1

T » n ftT  fie f (T tfs r a )  . * « t f t  
rtft **t srraf 1

Wpft *Jo ftjo t j tn f t t  : ^
*PW •Tjft *̂11 *fTf3T g' I f  Stf'lt fft 
4>?Mi •'Htjfli j? ff> SH ^t jpf VT») 
% fa t SHR cTstffa fffi
^rfft 1 vrftu Tt 3ft f*rrrt mfatfl |  

*TT f t  HTffR TT m f ^ T T  ?T*T<T «*><»ii 
STTRTH *t f?T TTt % fa t 

?r f  as f e r r  s tftt  * n f f t
4]pT ^5? W ^t jpT fo*TT 3TRT ^lf$t I
«rrsr f » r  <nrr* t  t o t  £  ’  ^rnTsrfr 
xttK HfTCT̂ r «T3iw srV ^ n : sr%rr 

f* <n: |  1 ?*r ^t
f f t  *£frfr t  %

<($«+ ^1  ̂ ^ I 0 T̂fTCH-
$T % f?T̂ t t  X , I ,  vs *ftr 5T»ft ^Ti m 

It ■*ft 3*rrar ++ t?  ^mi % 1 t  
ft ??IW  V̂ TT g fa ?rft ffrfrtdH t  
n r  fWtaftw ftJft ^rfst- 1
% m . v tt ^  f^ tT R  t  $rt ftdt t  
eft T̂?T ¥T W ?I m t  ff^wlH «FT ™ c  
?TCf *t qĝ STI ^T%t I 3ft ?ft arft 
«rrafa?JTT |  srr f2T ^nr ^rrfft *ttfa 
fifRT 5̂T ^  t  Wk ^  fasrfft^ t  f*T 
f*H *pt ft ’jfd’ stVt tTT *rf3pf 
TT q ^ - »T^ g I

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon 
Minister.

Shri Braj Raj Sln^h: Sir, may I 
put •  question before the hon. Minis-
ter starts his reply?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Let him say
something, and then a question can 
ariae.

Shri A. P. Jala: Mr. Deputy-Speak-
er, Sir, the discussion which has 
taken place in this House yesterday 
and today can conveniently be divid-
ed into two parts: discusion on the 
food situation of India m general and 
the discussion on the food situation 
in West Bengal. Ordinarily, Sir, I 
should be expected first to deal with 
the food situation in India and after-
wards with the food situation in West 
Bengal. But the food situation m 
West Bengal has so much dominated 
the discussion in the House that I 
have decided to reverse the order

I may, Sir, make it clear in the 
beginning that I don’t propose to deal 
w ith the production problem today; 
the House will have sufficient time 
to discuss it  sometime later on

Mow, first I want to deal with the 
constitutional and the factual respon-
sibility of the Centre. Food implies 
two things: supply and distribution 
So far as supplies are concerned, 
under the present arrangement no 
surplus food can move from one 
State to another cxcept through the 
Central Government. The Central 
Government has also a monopoly of 
the import of food from overseas. 
Therefore, the Centre naturally has 
stocks of food both procured inter-
nally as also imported from abroad.
I, therefore, owe full responsibility of 
making supplies to the States. But 
that responsibility is subject to one 
uder After all, I have only a limit-
ed quantity of food available with 
me and I cannot accept the responsi-
bility of supplying any quantity to 
a State. If the aggregate demands 
from different States exceed the 
quantity available with me I shall 
have to cut down the demands of 
the States. That will have to be my 
inherent power. Either you give me 
unlimited supplies so that when the
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State Governments ask for a certain 
quantity 1 can give i t  to th e n  or, if 
you do not give me unlimited sup-
plies, let me give the State Govern-
ments limited supplies After all, 
this is the supreme body which votes 
the Budget. If you do not give me 
unlimited supplies, in that case, if 
the aggregate demands of all the 
States exceed the stocks available 
with me, I shall have to cut down 
their demands. That is my right

Shri Narayanankutfy Menon 
(Mukandapuram): Against whom is 
your complaint?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Let us hear 
him.

Shri A. P. Jain: I am coming to 
that. Now, Sir, that is the position 
about the supplies Then I come to 
the question of distribution So far 
as the question of distribution is con-
cerned, clearly it is the responsibility 
of the State Governments I want to 
cite the case of Kerala. Hon. Mem-
bers from the Communist Party have 
spoken a lot of things saying that the 
Centre is responsible foi distribution 
When the Communist Government 
was ruling m Kerala, it was running
6,000 fair pi ice shops In the small 
State of Kerala, there woic* 6,000 fair 
price shops.

Shri Tyagi: Were they controlling 
the rural areas?

Shri A P. Jain: Please do not in-
terrupt. Ordinarily, they were dis-
tributing 12,000 tons of rice per 
month distributed over 6,000 shops. 
This meant that each of the shops 
was distributing two tons of rice in 
a month. In other words, less than 
two maunds of rice in a day were 
being distributed. I felt that this 
system would give rise to corruption. 
I t was an inefficient system If a 
shop-keeper sells two maunds of rice 
in a day he gets about 8 to 12 
annas. He will be making money by 
other means.

When the Food Minister of Kerala 
came to me, I advised him, "Please

cut down the number of shops be-
cause it  is giving rise to corruption 
and inefficiency.” He said, "It is none 
of your business. I am running the 
shops there. I  have to decide how 
many shops I should run.” What are 
the alternatives before me? I  could 
have told the Food Minister of Kerala, 
"Well, i  'am  T\6t going to give you 
any supplies because your adminis-
tration is bad” But can a Food Min-
ister, whoever he may be and how-
ever powerful he may be—let it be- 
the Prime Minister—can he say, "I 
am not going to give you; let the peo-
ple die.”? No Food Minister can aajr 
that I acccpted that it is the State’s 
business to distribute it I gave 
them rice That explains the posi-
tion of distribution v is -a -v is  th e  
Centre and the States

Hon Members have said, “Have 
we issued any directions?” Can they 
point out any law under which I am 
authorised to give instructions to the 
State Governments? The States a re  
autonomous bodies They have got 
their own powers'^ They have got 
their own legislatures. The Centre 
cannot issue instructions. We talk; 
we can persuade them, but the final 
decision in the matter of distribution 
is theirs

Then look at it from the factual 
point of view There are more than<
12,000 fair price shops and modified 
lation shops working in West Bengal, 
from the metropolitan city of Calcutta 
right down to the small hamlets. Has 
this House voted any staff to me and. 
can I supervise them? What machin-
ery had I to look after a small fair 
price shop situated in a village? 
Naturally, when you look at it from 
the legal point of view or from the 
administrative point of view, distri-
bution IS* the responsibility of the 
State Governments all over India. I  
am not going to own responsibility 
for it. Therefore, whatever has been 
said about the distribution, whether 
jtfn y  are correct or not correct,—I  
say it is mostly incorrect—I cannot 
be held responsible for it.
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Ifiha  A P Jain]
N w , I stated that I owe a certain 

responsibility towards V est Bengal 
to r making supplies Some hon 
Member—I believe it was Shmnati 
Benu Chakravartty—said that the 
West Bengal Government have been 
m ak in g  conflicting and vary in g  
assessments of their food shortage 
Yes, they have made different assess-
ments, but there is nothing wrong 
about it Tbe first assessment was 
made on the basis of the provisional 
figures of product.on T%e second 
assessment was made on the basis of 
the final figures of production The 
provisional figures of production arc 
never reliable Naturally they vary 
No State Government can sit quiet 
and make no assessments It has 
to  make assessments, maybe that 
under certain circumstances the as 
sessment may not be quite accuratc

According to the latest assessment 
made by the West Bengal Govern-
ment and conveyed to us then d< 
flcit is 8 35 lakh tons The House 
may note down that the deficit accord 
mg to the West Bengal Government, 
is 835 thousand tons How is it 
worked out’ It is worked out on 
the basis of 15 3 ounces per capita 
per day What is the avail ibilitj of 
food per cap ta per day m the whole 
of India? I am talking of cereals 
when I say food m this context What 
is the availability of cereals per 
capita per day for the whole of India7 
It is only 12 to 13 ounces Wher I 
supply to the West Bengal State 
at the rate of 15 3 ounces pei daj 
while the availabilit> for the whole 
of India is about 12 to 13 ounces per 
day, it means that I might have to 
starve another section by giving more 
to  West Bengal

So, what did 1 do7 I said that nol 
only I would make up their deficit of 
$ 35 Aakh tons hut I woulc1 give than  
TOpoe than 14 lakh tons—4 lakh tons

ipce and 7 Jal^h tons qt wheat 
Well, have I stood by my promise7 
Up (to (the $nd of Ji*ly wc have ^up 
plied 645 thousand tons to West 
Bengal By the end of this month we

will have supplied 719 thousand Ions 
to West Bengal There ace four 
months to go

Now, where is the default7 H*ye 
I not made up their full deficit7 
Have I not given them more thao 
what was their deficit7 Food is not 
a mathematical calculation, today 
you calculate on 15 ounces and to -
morrow you will calculate on 20 
ounces and ,say, 4 My deficit is 15 
lakhs ’ Whosoever may do it There 
is an all-India availability of 12 to
13 ounccs How ean you put your 
claim at 20 ounces7 What is the au-
thority with you to say that the cereal 
consumption per day per capita m 
West Bengal is 20 ounces’

Shn lyagi Who says7

Shn A P Jam I do not know 
That is the position So I want to 
make it abundantly clear to this Housv. 
that I have discharged my responsi 
bihH fairly and squarelv, much more 
than what I was required to do 
Here are the communists sitting 
other Members fiom West Bc-igal 
sitting—1 challenge whether they are 
prepared to dispute any of the facts 
which I have given whether they 
have the courage to get up in then 
Benches and say No, you have not 
discharged your duty ’ 7

Shri Narayanankutty Menon Wheie 
has all the rice gone7

Shri A. P J a n  I do not know 
You ma> have taken it away

•
Shri Narayanankutty Menen: We

have not taken it but the people will 
bigin to tak«

Shri A P Jain Let us see whethei 
vou aie right or not I want to go 
chronologically into the facts about 
the food situation m West Bengal 
during recent times because it has 
been said by the Opposite Benches 
that it is I who am responsible for 
all these controls and other things



Government to impose controls and
they asked the farmers to withhold
the paddy.
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in West Bengal, and that I have com-
pelled their hands to do it.

In the year 1958, the West Bengal
Government decided to promulgate
an ordinance known as Anti-profi-
terring and Anti-hoarding Ordinance.
The House is aware that there is a
;aw called the Essential Commodities
Act under which we have been ope-
rating. The West Bengal Govern-
ment felt that the Essential Commodi-
ties Act was not sufficient and thcre-
fore a more rigid law should be
passed. We got the draft of the
State law because it is a subject
on the concurrent list ; it could
be modified and the President's
consent was necessary. I felt some
doubts about it, because the law
provided controls at all levels; con-
t rol at the producers' level; control
a t the wholesalers' level; and control
at the retailers' level, and control in
the big metropolitan city of Calcutta
;J!1d control in ('very little hamlet.

Now, I have some experience. Hon.
Members think that I am responsible
for the bungling. I OWn the res-
ponsibility; I am not going to deny
it and I am going to pay for it. But
I have got some experience. I know
something about the food administra-
tion. I warned them: "Do not take
up extensive controls; we have not
gol sufficiently good machinery". The
'West Bengal Government realised the
force of my argument. But all these
Communist Party Members who are
shouting here today compelled Dr.
Roy to exercise control on prices at
all levels, farmers' level, wholesalers'
level and retailers' level throughout
"Vest Bengal. I am sorry that mv
colleague yielded (0 the pressure of
t hc Communi-its It was purposeful.
/\s SOOn as controls had been irnpos-
eel, they went about the countryside
and said to the farmers, "Do not
._(.11 t hr- paddy at this price."

Some Hon. Members: Shame!

Shri A. P. Jain: Is that the way of
-olvi ng the f'ood problem in the coun-
try? They asked 1he West Bonga l

These controls were declared on the
1st January, 1959. The price of rice
was fixed at Rs. 16' 29 nP and that of
paddy at a little less than Rs. 10. I
own responsibility for fixing that
price. I am not going to deny it.
Why did I do it? I want to make it
clear to the House that the Food and
Agriculture Ministry is not an inde-
pendent agency to fIX the price. The
prices of foodgrains have to be fixed
after consulting the Planning Com-
mission, because on the price of food-
grains, they say, depends the entire
success of the Plan. If food prices go
up, wages go up, cost of projects go
up and the whole Plan is jeopar-
discd. There is a lot of force
in that; that is not a nonsensical
argument. We also decided that we
shall have an all-India structure of
prices. Did we give a bad price to
Bengal? For the common r ico in
Orissa, we fixed Rs. 15 per maund;
for the common rice in Madhya Pra-
desh, which is known as the medium
rice there, we fixed Rs. 16; in Bihar
we fixed Rs. 16 and to West Bengal
we gave the price of Rs 16.25 nP. Mv
friend, Shri Mehtab, the Chief Minis-
ter of Orissa, accused me of partiality
towards West Bengal, because I have
given them a higher price than
Orissa.

Shri Tyagi:
prices?

Shri A. p. Jain: We fixed: I fixed,
because we want to have uniform
prices. Secondly, the whol» idea of
control is to control the price of food-
grains.

What is the position of those friends
of mine. the Communists? In the
charter of demands which has been
handed over to the West Bengal Gov ,
ernment by the Price Increase and
Famine Resistance Committee, which
is now conducting an agitation in
Bengal, the first "demand is:

Who those

"Supply of edible rice to all
categories of people throughout
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[Shri A. P. Jain]
the State at Rs. 17-8-0 per
maund.”

Well and good. Yesterday, it was 
said in the House by a number of 
Communist Members like Shnmati 
Renu Chakravartty, Shri Sadhan 
Gupta and Shri Tridib Kumar Chau-
dhuri that they had recommended 
Rs. 12 to  Rs. 13 as the pnce of paddy 
m that informal committee Sup-
posing we pay Rs 13 or Rs 12-8-0 
to the farmer for his coarse paddy, 
what would be the price of rice for 
the consumer? Rs 22 This means 
that everybody m West Bengal must 
get rice at Rs 17-8.0 and we must 
pay to the farmer at the rate of 
Rs. 22

Shri Narayanankutty Menon: What 
about the subsidy7

Shri A. P Jain: I am coming to 
that; please do not be m a hurry Let 
the House understand that a subsidy 
of Rs. 4-8-0 per maund means—the 
consumption of rice in West Bengal 
is of the order of 45 lakh tons—Rs 50 
cores per year. Find out the 
money; tax the man and give that 
subsidy. There is no use asking for 
subsidy unless you find the money 
The Food Minister -cannot find the 
subsidy; it will be the nation which 
has to find out, it is for this Housr 
and the State Legislature there to 
find out the subsidy. I think this is 
asking for the moon. No State can 
afford to bear the burden of Rs 50 
crores a year for the payment of sub-
sidy.

As I said, these controls on an ex-
tensive scale were applied on the 
1st January, 1959 Shortly after, 
troubles began to arise and by the 
end of March, the inflow of nee in 
West Bengal dwindled considerably 
In the beginning of February, the 
Chief Minister of West Bengal came 
to Delhi and said that the supplies of 
rice in the market were going down 
and the farmers and the t aders were 
offering resistance, without bringing

rice to the market. He said, in order 
to  put down the resistance of the 
traders and farmers, the Centre must 
make more rice available. I wa& 
not sure whether this resistance could 
be overcome by those methods, 
because a very bad psychological at-
mosphere had been created in West 
Bengal by those who wanted to create 
trouble. I asked, how much you 
want? He wanted a certain quan-
tity and I said, all right, take it In 
the months of February, March and 
April, we did it; we also did it m the 
month of May 

Troubles began to multiply and by 
the beginning of May, the position 
was that rice had disappeared from 
the market. The West Bengal Gov-
ernment at that time carried on vast 
operations for de-hoarding. I am 
not sure, but my rough idea is that 
altogether about 20,000 maunds of 
rice, te „  less than 7,000 tons, wa.s 
seized which is less than a day’s con-
sumption of Calcutta But that led 
to the disappearance of rice and paddy 
from the whole of West Bengal The 
West Bengal Cabinet was faced with 
a very grave situation and the agro- 
economic surveys which have been 
recently conducted and about which T 
shall say more later on. summed up 
the position as follows

“By the middle of June, stocks 
had reached an all-time low Some* 
of the rice mills had to suspend 
their operations for some time in 
that period owing to the short 
supply of paddy A situation of 
alarm progressively developed m 
the months of May and June, until 
the lifting of controls on the 24th 
June "

For days and days together, the 
West Bengal Cabinet thought over this 
question in Darjeeling They request-
ed me that I should send my Secre-
tary to Calcutta, so that he might be 
available for consultations I sent my 
Secretary, Shri Ghosh, to Calcutta and 
he stayed there for a week. There 
were two schools of thought, as there 
are bound to be in such a situation
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One school w n  lor intensifying the 
controls and for carrying on the seizure 
operations more extensively. Another 
school of thought was that a situation 
had arisen when there was no option 
left except to lift the controls In 
such a situation, one us faced with a 
very difficult problem and one has to 
make the choice To my mind, it 
appears that the choice lies between 
high prices and no availability Thi 
West Bengal Government decided that 
they should lift the control, because 
if any more de-hoarding operations 
were carried on the result will be 
nee will not appear in the market 
They asked us what we thought of it 
and we said, that is the only course 
I take the responsibility for it What 
rtHppenea* artter itemrolEnAfiy rth
pnees went up but nee began to re 
appear in the market It is now quite 
freely available But dunng the last 
two weeks, the prices have shown a 
downward trend almost all ov°r 
Bengal The retail prices have gone 
down in as many as 10 districts out 
of 15 The wholesale prices have gone 
down is as many as 12 districts out 
of 15 And they are still going down

But now there is this agitation 
What effect it will have I cannot say 
Here I want to point out one thing 
to this hon House In Kerala, during 
the time of the Communist Ministry 
tht prices went up high, very high 
(An Hon Member: How much7) I 
will tell you how high On the 9th 
of March with the fullest concurrence 
of the Communist Ministry in Kerala 
we have declared controlled prices for 
the whole of the State The market 
price was 4 5, or 6 rupees higher than 
the controlled price Now the Com-
munist party says that they are going 
to help the people through this agita-
tion Some of the hon Members on 
the other side said that it is because 
of tfieir agitation that the pnees have 
gone down Then where were you 
sleeping when the prices were high 
in Kerala7 People are the same whe-
ther they are in West Bengal or they 
are m Kerala. The complexion of the 
Government, whether it is a Congress

Government or a Communist Govern-
ment, does not matter You should 
^ v e  started an agitation m Kerala 
because your agitation would have 
brought down the prices m Kerala and 
Kiven relief to the people (In te r -  
rupttons)

Shri Nagi Reddy (Anantapur) How 
much rice was supplied to Kerala and 
^ow much to West Bengal and at 
Miat rates7 Did Kerala get frotn 
Miat is known as the Southern Zone 
*t the controlled rates7

Shri A P Jain I am coming to 
*hat The hon Members need not be 
*00 much in a hurry

Shri Nagi Reddy. We are not at all
a h u r r y  W e  a re  v a ry  p a tie n t

Shri A P Jain. I know how
Patient you are, propping up now and 
ttiem Kerala today holds the rest of 
*He southern region m bondage 
Madras must first supply to Kerala and 
*Wn eat afterwards If there is a little 
^elay m Andhra, Andhra people are 
enemies And the Centre is always 
discriminating, at least so long as the 
Communist Government was there 
That is one part of it

Shn Sadhan Gupta (Calcutta-East) 
I*, is useless your trying to divide us

Shri A P. Jam I now come to the 
general question of controls Many 
things have been said here about 
cbntro!s and why they have not been 
ehlorced West Bengal Government 
^  incompetent administration is 
'Veak, we are all incompetent But 
You were also ruling in Kerala 
tyhat did you do7 You have also 
Sot a record The normal prices, 
4ie market prices in Kerala were 
always higher than the control 
Ifed prices Day in and day out 
t^ere was violation of the control 
°rders May I ask those who have 
been accusing the West Bengal Gov- 
emment whether one merchant, one 
trader, leaving the Communists aside 
--because they are your people—was 
Prosecuted7 Did you prosecute even 
°ne non-Commumst because he was 
violating the order?
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Shri Nagi ReMy: Then political
discrimination would have come m

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Order, order

Shri A. P. Jain: Then you should 
have prosecuted a Communist Then 
there would not have been any charge 
elf discrimination.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: There should 
not be so many “vou” if it is addressed' 
to me

Shri A. P. Jain. The House is heap-
ing all the sms on me 1 am now un-
loading them

Now I come to cfe-hoarding Wa-, 
any one de-hoarding operation carried 
out in Kerala9 Not one The Com. 
munist merchants are there They 
never do hoarding But non-Commu- 
msts are hoarding. Did you arrest 
them7 Did you take over their slocks7 
After all, the whole of Kerala i-> not 
Communist

Then I come to procurement The 
Famine Resistance Committee says 
either you piocure 5 lakh tons of rice 
in Bengal or you resign That is the 
demand How much did the benevol-
ent Communist Government of Kerala 
procure7 (An hon. Member: 28 ton?) 
In 1958 they procured 7,300 tons

, Shri Narayanankutty Menon: From 
the Arabian sea7

Shri A. P. Jain* In 1959 they pro-
cured the princely quantity of 21 tons 
of paddy, not rice

Shri Warior (Tnchur) Distortion of 
of the whole facts

Shri A. P. Jain: I challenge them 
All my facts are correct

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: We are get-
ting the figures as are available with 
the Government

Shri Braj Raj Singh (Firozabad)* 
For their failures they have gone 
Does he want the West Bengal Gov-
ernment also to go?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: He is giving:
us the difficulties that the State Gov-
ernments are experiencing

Sfcri Warior: It was not the policy 
of the Kerala Government to try  to 
procure Procurement was for whole-
sale So, it is a distortion of facts.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker. Order, order. 
Let the Minister continue

Shri A. P Jain: What about the pro-
duction front7 Procurement may not 
have been the policy of the Govern-
ment of Kerala But production was 
the policy of the Kerala Government 
Or was production also not the policy 
of the Kerala Government7 In two 
years of their legime they increased 
the production only by 8,000 tons

Shri Nagi Reddy: What was the in-
crease in production duung the Con-
gress rule7 Only decrease. He must 
also give the figuie-> for the period of 
the Congiess leg im e

Mr Deputy-Speaker: If you allow 
him to say that, he will do so

Shri A. P Jain* I have been a law- 
vet all my life and I have found that 
a small cause vakil always shouts 
when he has a weak case

Shri Nagi Reddy. And a resigning 
vakil speaks loss

Shri A P Jain: Now, what has been 
their increased demand during these 
two years on account of the increase 
in population alone7 Leave apart the 
demand on account of increase in the 
standard of living Their demand in-
creased by 30,000 tons per year That 
is to say, in two years’ time their 
consumption demand increased by
60,000 tons, and the additional pro-
duction was 8,000 tons So, their de-
ficit increased by 52,000 tons What 
would they say for that7 Still they 
say the Centre is discriminating 
against them Where is that addt> 
tional food to come from7 If you do 
not produce, how can I give you? If 
the West Bengal State does not pro- 
duce, where am I to go? I am given 
a limited quantity These are some
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of the things which I wanted to say 
about the situation in West Bengal.

Now I will come to the general food 
situation in the whole of India. But 
before I do that, I will deal with the 
case of Bombay, because it is another 
problem State at the moment Now, 
Bofnbay used to receive large quan-
tities of wheat from Rajasthan and 
from Madhya Pradesh As s> result of 
the cordoning of these States, becausc 
wc wanted to undertake State trading 
these sources of supply have been cut 
off from Bombay Now we have got 
overseas wheat and we have authoris-
ed the Bombay Government to take* 
overseas wheat in any quantity that 
they want Our overseas wheat 1 of 
certain quality It is grown in the 
United States and Canada It 1, n d  
wheat

Shri C D. Pande (Naim Tal) Red 
is never good

Shri A. P. Jain: We told them, you 
take it in any quantity you want We 
are able to supply it at the rate of 
Rs 14 and it generally sells at 
between Rs 15 to 16 to the con&umci 
Yet, the price of the indigenous wheat 
continues to be high, about Rs 26 to
28 Now, it is not withm my powei 
to remedy it, because I have got onlv 
overseas wheat I am prepaied to 
issue it in any amount they want, but 
that does not bring down the prices, 
because people have their own likes 
and dislikes in food Even the middle 
class there are comparatively bettei 
off than the middle class in other 
parts of the country They are pre-
pared to pay Rs. 28 per maund All 
that I can do is that if you cannot 
afford to pay you have my cheap 
wheat at Rs 15 or Rs 16 per maund

As regards rice, Bombay used to 
d rttr  large quantities at nee from 
M adhta Pradesh and fftuti Andhra 
Now bec&use tif the difficulties that 
h ive artsen in West Bengal. Floods 
Whitiht Uate come ih Kashmir and in 
Assam and the increased demand for

rice from Kerala, we could not make 
up the full deficit of Bomba> so far 
as rice was concerned Last year we 
had given them 1,60,060 or 1,65,000 
tons of rice Thus year we have agreed 
to give them 2,30,000 tons at nee. 
But the difficulty there 1$ that the 
prices are high It is a question which 
the Government will have to solve 
1 have been giving my opinion about 
it to my colleagues It is a. 
question which is under the active con-
sideration of the Government because 
if the present system continues the 
disparity may be reduced but a fair 
amount of disparity between the sur-
plus Slates and the deficit States will 
continue So, we have to give thought 
to it Maybe, I may not be there to  
participate in it But that is the posi-
tion of Bombay •

Now, the two difficult States to-
day are West Bengal and Bomb iy 
What is the position about the rest of 
India7 I have got index number of 
prices for the whole of India for rice, 
wheat and cereals and for India ex-
cluding West Bengal and Bombay 
it will give a somewhat clear 
picture to the Mouse as to why 
the general index number is high 
What is it that is exercising the pres-
sure’ For the whole of India the 
index number for July, 1958, that is, 
last year, was 114 8 I am talking 
of nee This year for the month of 
July it is 109 3 But if we excludc 
Bombay and West Bengal, the corres-
ponding figures are 109 for the last 
year and 102 7 for this year This 
makes it clear that the pressure of 
high pnees is brought about by West 
Bengal and Bombay

If we take the prices of cereals, last 
year for the whole of India the index 
was 109'9 dnd this year it is 107 But 
if we exclude Bombay and West 
Bengal, last year it was 107 1 and this 
year it is 102 9 Statewise, taking wheat 
first there are four main wheat grow-
ing States, namely, Punjab, Uttar Pra-
desh, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh.
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[Shri A. P. Jain]
&  three out of these four States the 
twice of wheat is between Rs. 14 and 
Ri. 16 per maund In Punjab it is 
2te. 14 to Rs. 16 per maund Maybe, in 
some places it is Rs. 17 per maund In 
Madhya Pradesh it is between Rs 14 
*nd Rg. ie per  maund. In Rajasthan 
it is Rs. 14 to Rs. 16 per maund They 
w e  not high prices considering the 
present state of affairs. It is only in 
Uttar Pradesh that the prices are from 
He. 17 to Rs. 20 per maund

Shri Braj Raj Singh: Or Rs 24 per 
maund even

Shri A P. Jain: Maybe, in an odd 
jplace. I do not know But the gene-
rally quoted prices are between Rs 17 

'•nd Rs. 20 per maund Now, they are 
high prices but not alarmingly high 
prices What have I done’ Even 
now we are giving 45,000 to 50,000 
tons of overseas wheat to Uttar Pra-
desh for maintaining the prices Now 
the difficulty has arisen How did the 
•difficulty arise? Up to the 5th May 
wheat was flowing somewhat freely 
into the market Arrivals were not 
had. The Uttar Pradesh Government, 
because they were not getting much 
%  way of procurement, carried on de- 
hoarding operations on a vast scale in 
various mundies. Wheat disappeared

Shri B n j Raj Singh: Where did it 
®o’

Shri A, P. Jain: It goes somewhere
8hzi Tyagi: it goes underground 

They know the term ’under-ground’
Shri A. P. Jain: That is the position 

of wheat and I submit that the posi-
tion of wheat is not at all alarming. 
Then I come to rice. In the States 
of Madhya Pradesh and Onssa the 
prices are low In the State of Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihar and Assam they are 
appreciably lower than those of last 
^rear. It is only in Bombay and in 
West Bengal that the prices are 
%igh. Prices are also higher in the 
South compared to last year. But 
-what is the explanation tor that? Pro-
duction in the South has been about

39#l Ducutfion tt:

* lakh tons. It is better this year. 
The Madras Food Minister and the 
Andhra Food Minister say that it is 

Kerala purchases which have been 
disturbing their market. They come 
**id offer higher prices.

Shri Tyagi: Yes, they are the vil-
lains of the peace.

Shri A. P. Jain: They say, "We are
8Q much disgusted with Kerala, 
Please split the southern zone and 
create each state into a separate <no 
RVovement’ area.” That question is 
(gain before the Government. In 
OMer to find out as to why the market 
arrivals have gone down and why 
these difficulties have arisen, we re- 
tftiesfecf lfve agro-economic centres to 
conduct surveys My hon. friend, Dr 
Ram Subhag Singh criticised this 
action of ours He said that the survey 
is useless He is a very able man, I 
^how But it is for this House to 
accept or reject what he says. His 
experience might be this but his
experience cannot extend to the whole 
of India This economic survey covers 
three-fourth of India After all, a 
Government can go only on certain 
scientific investigations His judgment 
n\ight be right

An Hon Member: Most unscientific 
investigations

Shri A P. Jain: Unscientific judg 
Wients you have So, what are their 
findings’

The survey w a s  entrusted t o  five 
c e n t r e s , o n e  a t  Delhi, another a t  
S h a n t i  Niketan, third a t  Sehore, fourth 
&t Madras and fifth at Waltair. They 
■Urveyed the market and they also 
surveyed s i x  to eight villages which 
sfe rv e  as the hinterland to the market 
f<>r supply of food. They interviewed 
the medium farmer, the small farmer 
and the substantial farmer Their con-
clusions, for whatever worth they may 
he, are as follows. It is for the hon 
Members to prefer either an a i  hoe 
statement based on a single man’s 
Judgment or the result of a scientific 
investigation
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“Mew the most important fact 
revealed by the survey t o  wheat 
and rice is that the farmers are 
withholding larger quantities than 
usual Even m the highly surplus 
States ot Madhya Pradesh, Orissa 
and Andhra Pradesh while arrivals 
of nee and paddy this year have 
been much higher than last year 
yet) the stocks with the medium 
and bigger fanners are also much 
larger ”

The poor small fanner cannot retain 
He has brought it to the market

Shri Panigrahl (Puri) Did they g<> 
to Orissa7

Shri A. P. Jain: Yes
Shri Mahanty: Have they made any

survey jn Orissa about hoarding7 I 
can say that it is a white lie

Shri A. P. Jain: All right.

“The reasons for withholding 
the stocks vary from place to 
place In some place it is an 
expectation of high prices In 
some places because the farmers 
consider the control price to be 
too low"

There are also other reasons into 
which we need not go

“Some of the medium and bigger 
farmers are also doing trading 
and they are buying or are con-
trolling the stocks of the small 
farmers Finances are more free-
ly available from the Co-opera- 
tives and the taccavi loans The 
farmer has a tendency to withhold 
nee and wheat and sell other pro-
duce In some districts of Madhya 
Pradesh the farmers have started 
to pay wages to their labourers in 
the form of wheat and not m the 
form of gram as they were doing 
before"

“In some parts of Bihar, it was 
found that the fanners are with-
holding paddy and selling matte ” 

181 LSD—8.

Shri P. N. Singh: Is it from some 
document?

Shri A. P. Jala: I have said th a t
Mr. Deputy-Speaker: He has said

that

Shri A. P Jain: I will circulate the 
document I will get it printed and 
circulated

Shri Mahanty: I t  is a piece of 
poetry  written in Shantmiketon

«fr m r r s  ftqr qr
1 1

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Order, order.

Shri A. P. Jain:
"In many places, they prefer to 

sell tur, gram, oil seeds and other 
agricultural produce and withhold 
wheat and paddy Stocks with 
trade are low They are 
of buying on account of the condi-
tions of market and Government 
policy

These are their conclusions not my 
conclusions Wherever (Interrup-
tions)

Mr Deputy-Speaker: Hon, Members 
might reject it

Shri Tyagi: I wanted to know what 
is the source Was it the same or-
ganisation of Shn MahalanobisT

Shri A. P. Jain: No, no

An Hon. Member: It is not worth 
reading

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: He said that 
the Government had a survey con-
ducted and these are the results 
They might be wrong, they might not 
be accepted here That is a different 
thing He has given the results of 
that survey Let us hear that

Shri Braj Raj Singh: It seams that 
the peasants are responsible for all 
this

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Should I ask 
him to stop and say whatever hon.
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Members from this side want to hear? 
Let us listen to the hon. Minister.

Am Hon. Member: I  want to know 
Whether he agrees with these re-
marks.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: After he has 
stated this, he will come.

Shri A. P. Jain: 1 would like to know 
from bon. Members who agree and 
who do not agree.

Some Hon. Members: We do not 
agree at all.

Shri A. P. Jain:

“Wherever we have taken
seizure action, stocks have dis-
appeared. Government control 
prices have operated as a support 
price. The fanner knows that he 
can at any time sell wheat and 
rice at control prices. The risk in 
withholding is therefore reduced. 
The farmer in most places
considers the control price as too 
low."

I t is not possible for me to repro-
duce all the conclusions of the survey. 
I have given the main conclusions.

Shri Braj Kaj Singh: Meanwhile, 
may I know where these hon. friends 
stayed, whether they stayed in some 
hotel (An Hon. Member: Ashoka
Hotel) and where they got the in-
formation?

Mr. Depnty-Speaker: That is not
material here where they stayed.

Shri Braj Ba] Singh: They are not 
conversant with the conditions of life.

Mr. Depnty-Speaker: Whenever the 
hon. Member gets the next opportu-
nity, he may say that. Now, he has 
to  listen.

Shri Mahanty: May I request the 
hon. Minister to lay a copy of that re-
port on the Table of the House?

Mr. Depnty-Speaker: That he has 
already said.

Shri A. P. Ja la: I will not only lay 
a copy on the Table, I  will circulate 
it among all the Members.

As a result of the survey and the 
experience of a t least some of us— 
the experience of others may be other-
wise, we feel that a crucial stage has 
arrived in the food situation of the 
country. It is a fact that control 
prices all over the country are being 
observed in violation. Openly food- 
grains are selling at prices higher 
than control prices. They have not 
Veen enforced.

Shri P. B. Patel: Is it not true that 
the market price is higher than the 
cfontrol price?

Shri A. P. Jain: That is what I am 
paying. Therefore, if we have to make 
^tate-trading effective, our operations 
ivill have to be two-fold, both hori-
zontally and laterally. When I say 
horizontally, i& means that the con-
trol machinery will have to be inten-
sified and a good machinery will have 
to be set up. We have not got that 
fnachinery today.

Shri Jadhav (Malegaon): Whose 
fault is it?

Shri A. P. Jain: When I say hori-
zontally, I mean that the control 
prices have to be extended. It can-
not be confined only to wheat and 
pee. It has to be extended to certain 
other alternate crops. When I say 
laterally, I mean that we shall have 
to procure from the big farmer. That 
is the question before us now.

Before I conclude, I would like to 
refer to certain observations made 
by two hon. Members of this House, 
Dr. Ram Subhag Singh and Shri 
Tyagi. It is a well known thing that 
state-trading—it was stated in this 
House very clearly—postulates con-
trols and seizure of stocks in certain 
circumstances. No state-trading is 
possible without controls. My hon. 
friend Shri Tyagi, for whom I  have 
the highest respect one of my oldest 
friends, said, it is bad. He said that
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state-trading ii all tight theoretically, 
but we have not Implemented it well 
and the dangers were obvious from 
the beginning Dr Ram Subhag Singh 
was a Secretary of the Congress Party 
when this decision about state-trading 
was taken Pandit Mahavir Tyagi was 
a member of the Executive council 
I t was open to them to have raised it 
in the Executive committee It was 
open to them to have raised it in the 
party Did they do it?

Shri Tyagi: We did not know that 
it was only a slogan and the Govern-
ment does not mean to actually carry 
it out

Shri A. P. Jain: If the hon Member 
does not know what is a slogan no-
body m the world knows what is a 
slogan. '

Shri Narayanankntty Menon: The
cat is out of the bag

Shri Bra] Raj Singh: Does it mean 
that what is done m the Congress 
party can be done here’

Shri A P Jain: Pandit Mahavir 
Tyagi said

Some Hon. Member: Pandit7

Shri A. P  Jain: Pandit Mahavir
Tyagi said that Government lives on 
borrowed wisdom; they beg wisdom 
from the United States, they beg wis-
dom from China, from the U S S R  
and what not have we borrowed But, 
it is better to borrow wisdom than 
to have no wisdom

Shri Braj Raj Singh: You have none

Shri A. P  Jain: After all, borrow-
ing wisdom is not the monopoly of the 
Government Others can also borrow 
wisdom For those who oppose state- 
trading, the parlour of the Swatantra 
party is open

An Ron. Member: Are vou senous 
about it?

Shri A. P. Jain: As serious as you 
are; more than that If one does not)

want to undertake a journey to the 
headquarters of the Swatantra party, 
Shn M R Masam is here and one can 
take hig advice and follow his advice

I will conclude with one remark 
This is the last speech which I am 
making from the Treasury Benches as 
Food Minister Before I sit down, I 
want to strike a note of warning to 
this House and to the country at large 
In food matters, the country is stand-
ing on the crossroad You have to 
choose your path If you want state- 
trading, there must be effective con-
trols, extensive controls at all levels 
Our state-trading has not succeeded as 
we wanted it to, because controls 
have not been exercised I have no 
hesitation m saying that some of 
those who were responsible for taking 
this decision took it without realising 
the full significance of it, because, 
they did not enforce controls For us, 
we modified the controls It is not 
possible, in the present circumstances, 
to remove all kinds of controls But 
the controls will have to be limited 
unless we adopt the other course and 
adopt it effectively I am responsible 
for the difficulties that have arisen I 
am not going to denv that It would 
be disgraceful for me to sav that I 
have not been responsible There 
have been difficulties in the food situa-
tion Either have a good machinery 
and enforce controls effectively or take 
to the other path There cannot be a 
midwav house

Another thing In a developing 
economy prices of foodgrains and 
other things will be hivh I have got 
n report of the speech of the Reserve 
Bank Governor He savs that the 
price of the rupee has declined bv
29 per cent We have done it deli-
berately I mean deficit financing

17 hr*.

*»ome hon Members think that 
nnce is a function of supply and 
demand At least that is what Dr 
Ram Subhag Sinph said He is mis-
taken Firstly, the prices affect only a
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m a ll  portion of production, because 
75 per cent, of our production is 
consumed by the farmers who grow' 
food. I t is only about 25 per cent, 
that comes to the market. Therefore, 
i t  is confined to 29 per cent, that is at 
the non-producer.

Then in the complex system of eco-
nomy in which we are living, surely it 
is not supply and demand alone that 
can control the price. There are the 
larger policies of import and export. 
There are the budgetary policies 
and there are financial policies. 
There has always to be a bal-
ance struck. There is nothing 
wrong about it. Those countries which 
have taken up development pro-
grammes have resorted to deficit fin-
ancing; they have created money for 
the purpose of development. There is 
nothing wrong about it; it must be 
done. At the same time, you must be 
prepared for the consequences of it. 
I t will give rise to rise in prices. 
There cannot be any better authority 
than the Governor of the Reserve 
Bank of India on this. He has said it.

So let us be realistic. Let us under-
stand the facts of the situation. This 
House and the country must be pre-
pared for somewhat higher prices as 
the price we pay for development

I  am very grateful to you and to all 
the Members of the House who have, 
on the whole, given me a patient hear-
ing. As I said, I  will not be speaking 
from this Bench hereafter.

Shri SaA aa Gspta: You will 
address some other legislature.

Shri A. P. Jain: I must offer apo-
logies to all the Members of the House 
If I have a t any time annoyed them 
by any of my remarks. Sometimes I 
talk somewhat sharply, but I do not 
mean anything sharp. So they will 
forgive me if I have ever given them 
annoyance.

* Dr. Ram Snbhag Singh rose—

Mr. Def«ty-8peaker: The discus-
sion is over. There is tut right of 
reply under Rule 199.

17.99 hrs.

•HYDROGENATED OILS

Shri Harhh Chandra Mathur (Pali) :
I am very grateful to you, Sir, for 
allowing me to raise this discussion.' 
This is almost an extension of the 
debate which we just concluded. We 
talked about food, and hydrogenated 
oils also form a substantial part of our 
food now.

This question of hydrogenated oils 
has assumed new importance and 
urgency in the present context of the 
new scientific research and knowledge 
which has come in our possession. As „ 
a matter of fact, it was always very 
important. The arguments which have 
in the past been advanced against its 
continuance in our dietary do not lose 
weight. There was a committee set 
up, and some of the points which have 
been urged against it are really very 
valid and stand with the same force 
today.

It has been made out that vanaspati 
affects adversely the ghee industry of 
the country; vanaspati affects adverse-
ly the cattle industry of the country; 
vanaspati is a great enemy of the cot-
tage industry of oil pressing; vanas-
pati deprives a large number of people 
of their staple food; vanaspati is pro-
hibitive in price and as such, deprives 
the poor man of use of sufficient quan-
tity of fresh oil;

“In food value, fresh oil is 
better than vanaspati and as such 
vanaspati is less energy producing 
and health giving than fresh oil;

The hydrogenation without add-
ing even an ounce to the fat con-
tents of the country involves loss 
of about 12 crores of rupees to  the 
nation;

•Half-an-hour discussion.




