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[Mr. Deputy-Speaker] 

out on the ground that it is a State 
subject, or that it comes under the 
State List, because we have got juris
diction over State matters also, so far 
as Part C States are concerned.  On 
the substance, it is open to the House 
to throw this Bill out.

SHould I put the  amendments  of 
Shri Pocker Saheb and  Shri N. B. 
Chowdhury to vote?

Shri Pocker Saheb (Malappuram): 
I am not moving it.

Shri N. B. Chowdhury:  I am not
moving it.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker:  So, only the
original motion is to be put to vote.

The question is:

“That the Bill to provide for the 
cremation of dead himian bodies 
in India be circulated for the pur
pose of eliciting opinion thereon 
by the end of October, 1955.”.

The motion was negatived.

INDIAN CONVERTS (REGULATION 
AND REGISTRATION) BttLL

/ Shri Jethalal Joshi (Madhjra Sau- 
rashtra): I beg to move:

“That the Bill to regulate con
version and to provide for regis
tration and licensing of  persons 
aiding any persMi to become a 
convert, be taken into considera
tion.”

I crave the same indulgence of this 
House as was shown to me at the 
time of the introduction stage of this 
very Bill. Now, this is the fag end 
of the day, and the fag end of this 
Session, and the darkness is drawing 
nearer.  I feel that generally the 
conversions take place in the dark re
gions and in the dark hours of 
poverty, of ignorance,  of  backward
ness, and of distress of the poor 
people. It is therefore in the fitness 
of things that I am required to move

for the consideration of this Bill at 
this hour.

While doing so, I should say that 
I  am not actuated by  any narrow 
sectarianism or any dogmas of any 
religious principles.  I may again say 
that the first book of religion which 
I have read is the Bible.

The Pilgrim's Progress written  by 
Bunyan has left a very  great  im
pression. and  a  lasting impression, 
upon my life. I may therefore say 
that while I am  bringing this Bill 
forward,  there  are  certain  things 
which the Christian missionaries are 
carrying on which, to my mind, are 
against the very principles  of  their 
religion.

The Statement  of  Objects  and 
Reasons of the Bill says:

“Religious conversion is  often 
resorted to,  to achieve  objects 
which are improper.  There is at 
present no machinery available to 
furnish correct statistical inform
ation on this subject”.

This is borne out by a few lines in 
the Census of India, Paper II 1953, 
‘Religion—*51’. It is mentioned there
in that the growth of a community 
depends upon three factors natural 
increase, migration and  conversion. 
It is, however difficult to assess the 
weightage of each factor  separately. 
Now, out of these three, we know that 
there is a register maintained for the 
births and then for migration to fore
ign countries, we have also  sources 
for assessing the figures, I mean the 
visas, permits or passports. But there 
is no source to assess how far con
versions take place. In this Census 
Report at every page, it has  been 
stated that conversions  have  been 
carried on on a large scale—I  mean 
en masse or on a mass scale___

Shri Pnnnoose
book is the hon. 
to?

(AUeppey): Which 
Member referring

Shri Jethalal Joshi: .........on a big
scale.  In Bihar, in 1921, the nimiber
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Christians whereas it  was  38,76,000 
in 1911. it rose to 47,54,000 in  1921 
and in 1951, it is  80,00,000. These 
are the figure*.

of the  Christian  population  was 
2,50,000; in 1931, it rose to 3,32,000, in 
1941, 3,78,000 and in 1951, 4,22,000. In 
Orissa, in 1921, it was 69,000 and it 
rose to 1,41,000 in 1951, The percen
tage of increase in Orissa was 92; in 
the coastal division it was  190  per 
cent. In Assam, the Christian popula
tion in 1941 was 3,56,000 and by 1951, 
it rose to 5,86,000, In the Hills divi
sion in 1941, it was 2,40,000; in 1951, 
it was 25,700; in 1951, it rose to 68,000. 
In Tripura, it was 317 in 1941 and in 
ten years, it rose to 5,200. In Travan- 
core, from 23 per cent, it rose to 32 
per cent, in 1951.

The growth of this population from 
1881 to 1951 is Uke this. Taking 100 
as the base in 1881, Hindus rose from 
100 to 255, in 1951, Christians to 467 
and Muslims, to 400. In Madhya Pra
desh, there was wholesale conversion 
of Oraons. In 1901,  the  population 
was 27,000; in 1951, it was 73,000.

Shri C. R. lyyunni:  May I know
from which book he is quoting?

Mr. Depnty-Speaker:  The  hen.
Member will bear with patience.

Shri Jethalal Joshi: In  Hyderabad 
from  1901  to  1951, the Christian 
population increased by 1165 per cent.

Now, let me take the House back 
to the years before 1900, to 1851 and 
onwards,

Mr. Deputy-Speaker:' Where does he 
get these figures from?

Shri Jethalal Joshi: I have got all 
these books here. I will lay them on 
the Table. There is the Census Re
port also.

In 1851, the Kols were 31 in num
ber. In 1861, they were 2400, in 1871, 
20.727 and in 1881, 64,000. From 1851 
to 1881 the Kols  rose from  31 to
64,000. In Madras, in 1851, the number 
was 74,000 and in 1900 it was 5,06,000. 
In U.P. there were 1700 in 1851; by 
1900, the number rose to 1,08,000, In 
1890, the total population in the south 
was 5 lakhs. In 1900, it rose to 8,54,000. 
As  regards  the  total  number  of

Mr. Depaty>Speaker: How much of
this increase can  be attributed to 
natural growth of population?

Shri Jethalal Joshi: Then  I  may
read out from every page. In U.P,, the 
Christians were only 48,000 in 1881, 
They kept on increasing at each 
census till they reached the figure of
2,08,000 in 1931.

An Hon. Member:  In how many
years?

Shri Jethalal Joshi: In page 21, it
is mentioned that this figure is  due 
mainly to their  gradual  absorption 
into the Hindu fold and conversion to 
Christianity. ^

Mr, Depnty-Speaker: What is  that 
book?

Shri Jethalal Jô : It is the Census 
of India, Paper No. 2, 1953, *ReUgion— 
1951  Census’.  As  regards  Orissa, 
it is mentioned that this is due 
partly to natural growth and the 
change in the basis of recording tri
bal religion and partly to a number 
of conversions that have taken  place 
to the faith particularly from among 
the  Scheduled Tribes  in  districts 
Sundargarh, Korapur, Phulbani, Sam- 
balpur and Bolangir.

Now, I come to the other point, as 
to what were the methods adopted for 
converting people. The methods  ad
opted are as under: The Christian mis
sionaries threaten people with prose
cution and beating if they  do  not 
attend the churches; they  interfere 
with the civil and criminal cases be
fore courts; they promise heaven on 
earth, and they indulge  in  vicious 
propaganda against the long cherished 
customs, religion, culture and tradi
tions of the soil. Then they bribe 
and trick the poor and ignorant peo
ple; they lend money on interest and 
then wipe out the debt if the person 
embraces Christianity, and they con
sider the people of this country as 
heathens and pagans and uncivilised.
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They make a display of their wealth 
and dazzle the unsophisticated people; 
induce children to attend schools and 
so prepare and convert them by chang
ing their names into Christian names. 
In times of famine and flood, they dis
tribute foodgrains, money and clothes 
and render help in many other ways 
but then they demand the heavy 
price for that in the form of making 
them  change  their  religion. Then, 
they bribe poor people  with money 
and even induce some semi-educated 
Hindu and aboriginal youths to enter 
service and then force them to become 
Christians on pain of losing their jobs.

Gandhiji has stated very often that 
missionaries are taking undue advan
tage of the conditions of poverty and 
the illiteracy and backwardness of the 
villagers and convert them into Chris
tians. He had also asked  the  mis
sionaries to confine their activities to 
purely himianitarian work.  He  has 
further said that proselytisation  was 
not true conversion. He has again said 
that it is a conviction daily growing 
upon him that the great and rich 
Christian missionaries will render true 
service to this country if they persuade 
themselves to confine their  activities 
to  humanitarian  work without the 
ulterior motive of converting India and 
destro3ing her social structure  which 
has stood now from times immemorial 
the onslaught upon it from within and 
from without.

Then  again,  Thakar Baba  than 
whom we have not seen  a  greater 
friend of the backward classes and the 
backward tribes, has stated that the 
Secretary of the Prefecture at Jubbal- 
pur admitted that the very reason they 
came out to India was to make con
versions. He says further, that those 
who have actually seen them at work 
cannot forswear that  their methods 
are disgustingly dubious and  unfair. 
At some places the missionaries razed 
to the ground the village temple and 
erected. Christian churches.

Now, I shall quote one from our 
Treasury Benches. “Conversion or the 
desire to impel other persons to 
change the faith has always savoured

of an arrogance  which must surely 
be against the doctrine  of life  for 
which Christ lived  and died. Many 
converts  have  been  denationalised 
and their names have been changed.” 
These are the words spoken by Raj- 
kumari Amrit Kaur.

I come now to an amusing thing. 
Here is a  book by Mr. Pickett.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Why does he 
not pronoimce the name properly?

Shri Jethalal Joshi: I am pronounc
ing the name properly but others do 
not hear me properly. The name is 
Waskom Pickett.  He was the Direc
tor of the Reform of Christian Mass 
Movement in India.  In this  book, 
Christian Mass Movement in India 
he placed in the hands of the mission
aries  a notable  prospectus of  the 
achievements, the  values, the weak
nesses and possibilities  of the great 
humane and divine enterprise (mass 
conversion). Since the appearance of 
this book, all missionaries have started 
now  a  drive  to  get  as  many 
untouchables, aboriginals and sudras 
into their fold as possible.  This was 
published in 1933.

Mr. Depnty-Speaker: Where  does 
he come from? Is he a Christian mis
sionary?

Shri Jethalal Joshi: Probably  he
comes from America. He is the Direc
tor of the National Christian Coimcil 
of  India, Burma  and  Ceylon. He 
«ays:

“Large populations are involv
ed because these movements fire 
chiefly in  the villages  and the
750,000 villages of  India contain 
nine-tenths of its 350,000,000 peo
ple.’'.

He further says:

“It is estimated that one half 
of the Roman Catholics in India 
are  descendants of  mass-move- 
ment converts, and that not less 
than 80 per cent, of the 1,800,000 
Protestants are  the  product of 
mass movements.”

He has put certain questions to the 
new converts and here are the replies
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on page 163. The replies themselves 
indicate whaft type of questions they 
were and that the people were tutor
ed. He asked a young man of Vidya- 
nagar, “Why did you become a Chris
tian?”. The reply was, “So, I could 
be*a man. None of us was a man. 
We were  dogs. Only  Jesus could 
make men out of us.”

A Psarur widow  replied,  “We
became Christians because our old
religion never helped us.”

When she was asked, “Has Chris
tianity helped you?”, she replied,“Yes, 
we are very different now; we know 
the  truth and  worship  God. Evil 
Spirits don’t trouble us and even our 
enemies have become our friends.”

Here are  some specimens  of the 
replies that were given to them.

“1. Because I was tired of the devil.

3. To escape from cholera.”

Now, this is  amusing. If cholera 
can be cured by embracing another 
religion,  then  there would  be no 
necessity for medicines and hospitals.

Then;

“4. To marry a good girl.

7. Because Jesus rescued me from 
the devil.

9. To fight the devil and help my 
children.

11. Because  I didn't want to be a 
fool all my life.

13. Because the landowners oppres
sed us.

14. Because Chamars are stupid, and 
I didn’t want to remain a Cha- 
mar.

15. Because I didn’t want to hinder 
God’s Spirit.

16. To get rid of my sinful habits.

18. Because I saw advantages while 
1 live and after I die.”

BIr. Depnty-Speaker: How  many
more instances?

Shri Jethalal Joshi; To get a wife 
for my younger  broher (Interrup
tion).

Now let me come to the Bill itself. 
All this is the introduction.

Mr.  Deputy-Speaker:  The  hon.
Member has taken twenty  minutes 
already.  I will allow him ten more 
minutes.

Shri Jethalal Joshi: The provisions 
are very simple. The first is that no 
person shall become a convert without 
making a declaration to that effect. 
That means that if a person wants to 
change his faith, certainly he is per
mitted to do it and nobody can stop 
him. Under article 25 of the Consti
tution, no person can stop anyone else 
from  professing or  practising  any 
religicHi.  So, there is no questicm of 
stopping. Here is merely a question 
of  making a  declaration. Then  a 
notice is  required to be  given one 
month prior to the actual date  of 
conversion. When a  person  or an 
mstitution carries on the activities of 
conversion, they must take a licence 
from the authorities, say, the District 
Magistrate. A register is required to 
be  maintained  and  within  three 
months the licence-holder  and  the 
convert are required to give particu
lars regarding the conversion. Then, 
conversion of minors should be prohi
bited.  No person who does not hold 
a licence should be permitted to carry 
on this conversion activity. 'There is 
an application for licence and then 
there is a penalty. Any person who 
contravenes any of  these rules will 
be punished with a fine which may 
extend to Rs. 200 or Rs. 300. This is 
a very simple and innocent measure. 
This BiU will apply not only to any 
one religion or any particular religion 
but will apply to all religions which 
are here in this country.

Let me come to the last portion of 
Mr.  Pickett’s quotations. He  men
tions that the  large  success hith
erto  achieved in  mass  movements 
combined with our present conditions 
encourages the belief that much lar
ger success is  possible. The oppor
tunity presented by mass movements

(Regulation and 15982
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has probably  been never  before so 
large as it is now. Some reasons for 
these beliefs have been given by him. 
He believes and he has still the gree
dy eye on these poor and backward 
people. He mentions at the conclu
sion that there are still many hund
reds and  thousands of  unconverted 
members of the castes and tribes, for 
which major mass  movements have 
taken place. He  is sorry  for that. 
Non-Christian sudras in  the Telugu 
area far outnumber those who have 
been converted and a very large pro
portion  have  friends  or 'relatives 
amongst Christians. There  are still 
more  than 7,00,000  of animists  in 
Assam, more than 3,50.000 non-Chris
tian oraons, mundas, kharias and san- 
tals and  more than 5,80,000 chamars 
imconverted in the Uttar Pradesh. He 
has this greedy eye on these people 
who are still unconverted.

There is a cutting from the Hindus
tan Times of 22nd July 1955—it is a 
very recent one. There, the Rev. Dr. 
Isaac, Andhra, told the Baptist World 
Alliance Congress, in London that the 
end of the British rule in India gave 
a new impetus to the work of the 
Baptist Mission. He said that conver
sion from the higher castes are flow
ing in greater numbers in the Chris
tian fold. Dr. Verrier Elvin is not a 
communalist, but he comes from the 
Western Countries and he has made 
this coimtry as his home and is stay
ing in some hill areas. He says that 
tens of thousands of aboriginals have 
been converted in Chhota Nagpur; the 
beautiful Santal Parganas is rapidly 
becoming a Christian country;  ev̂ 
one of the Gangapur States has been 
converted; the entire tribe of Karens 
have been baptized and so is almost 
every Lushai, and at the present rate 
of progress, within a few years, the 
«ntire aboriginal  population will be 
converted; it will be turned  into  a 
querulous,  anti-national,  aggressive 
minority with none of the old virtues 
and a few of the new, which will be 
a thorn  in the side  of the future 
Government of India.

This was written by Dr. Elvin in 
the year 1944 and we know how far
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it has come true in the North-Eastern 
Frontier, This was a forecast in 1944 
and it has come true partially when 
we  look  into  the  happenings  in 
Assam, in the Naga areas.

Mahatma Gandhi has stated;

“It is impossible for me to re
concile myself to the idea of con
version after the style that goes 
on in India and elsewhere today.
It is an error which is perhaps 
the greatest  impediment  to the 
world’s progress  towards peace.
If the moral of a man is a matter 
of no concern, a form of worship 
in a  church or a  mosque or a 
temple is an empty formula.”

Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan has stat
ed something  about  religion which 
will be of great help to us, and I 
feel that the religions in this country 
can peacefully co-exist. If there can 
be peaceful co-existence in the politi
cal sphere, I do not know why there 
could be no peaceful co-existence of 
all religions in this country.

Here is what Dr. Khan Sahib has 
said—̂his message wiU be of help.

“Take from me that the world 
is not going to have one religion. 
All religions are springs running 
from the same source and nourish 
different soils, and different peo
ple. Why should Mussalmaiis go 
crazy for  making  other people 
Mussalmans and  Christians over 
making other people Christians.”

Now one last word from Lord Salis
bury and I shall close.  Lord Salis
bury was once waited upon by a de
putation of missionaries in connection 
with China and this deputation want
ed protection. Lord  Salisbury rep- 
Ued: !

“Gentlemen, if you want to go 
to China to preach the message 
of Christ  then do not  ask for 
assistance of temporal power. Go 
with your  lives in  your hands, 
and if the people of China want 
to kill you, imagine that you have 
been killed in the service of God.”
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Shri Jethalal Joshi: Now, there are 
at present 32 countries’ missionaries 
working in India. There  are about 
68 Catholic  and 54  Protestant mis
sions of foreign  origin  and  under 
foreign control. So, the Indian Chris
tian has no little freedom for decid
ing the  policy. There is  no inde
pendent  Indian  Christian  mission 
working in India as an independent 
rehgious community. They are con
nected with foreign countries because 
the  purse or the  fimds flow  from 
foreign countries.

Shri  Matthen  (Thiruvellah):  My 
Church has no foreign missionaries.

Shri Jethalal Joshi:  Few  of the
other countries of the world permit 
such things. In  Egypt for instance, 
there is a  ban. In other countries 
also there is a great restriction  on 
the  activities  of  conversion. With 
these  words I  commend this  Bill.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Motion mov
ed:

“That the Bill to regulate con
version and to provide for regis
tration and  licensing of persons 
aiding any person to  become a 
convert be taken into considera
tion.”

There is  an amendment  by Shri 
Bhagwat Jha Azad but he is not in 
his seat, Shri Uikey.

An Hon. Member:  Has he got an
amendment (Interruptions).

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: It is a name 
which I have not called at any time. 
Let him be given a chance.
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I   ̂ vir<<̂iRf̂1l %   ̂   ̂

f̂RPT̂ sfhr̂ ¥hr̂ ̂ r̂firt 

% ̂   ̂ I   ̂ ̂   ̂ ̂  5  ̂  ̂

%ft»̂ irnr̂  ^

 ̂f%  ̂  5*1 R   ̂ ̂ ^

 ̂  t  I  5ft ?TT̂ n̂f̂ r̂ftnft

 ̂̂  ̂  ^ ̂  f̂lfVld WK ̂  5

^  t f ̂   5T1W 

Ĥ«rl ̂-mO ^

?ft, fRT ?rf!wr SRT % ̂imr, # ̂jtttt 

sfWW 9st̂ ̂ I  ?FrT ̂

5ft ̂  ft> ̂ nfk̂riipft   ̂ wrr 

WTTt" ̂3'T?fiR gvr I  f̂rrf ĵRnirt 

fRTT̂  ITRTT-f̂  ̂irk ̂ »

 ̂   ̂ % ̂ n̂xt ̂ ET̂ r̂f ̂ ftr

fmH<Kl Wl 5TP5r «PT  t I

t 5 ftr

 ̂ r̂r̂  ̂̂f̂n* ̂  ̂

«iT5m? f̂HTT   ̂?rn  ̂ t̂*r

HT5JW ̂  5RIT |m ,  f̂t TRiftfW

 ̂ ft> 0*1*1 ^

% vrf̂ r̂Rnff %   ̂̂   ŝ p;

w<̂ 5T̂ Pf>Mi I ^ W T w«rr ?

 ̂  ̂  ̂  ?fr»r 

 ̂iTTsn̂ ̂  5f¥rf  ^ f#  w 

f̂ rf  vrfê mft  wvf

#   ̂  iflT  iw

W’̂  ̂   «t  ̂   ̂   ̂ f -̂

iRfT̂Î I  X̂.®  •

 ̂ ’R’HĴ ^ ̂  ̂  % f̂T̂T

?o-̂ o, !̂(-̂ 5C f̂trTT  ̂% M 3TT̂ 

%f%̂ ̂  «I’H) % Hill %  *T̂

7̂ ̂  ̂  ’T I   ̂  ̂ VKT

T̂ T̂?̂ ,̂̂>i<î sKO  T̂STT̂I

 ̂  TOft 3PT m̂

 ̂ ̂  TK  ̂ ^

TOft f̂flf  f;  ^ % TOT W HT

fNrfwr 

 ̂ft» ̂  ̂

F̂n|  ̂31̂  f I  %

5̂ft*ft  %  TRft ̂  r̂nr  ifpr

sfn" r̂nr m̂rr r̂mr m 1 ^

xhH *6**nf̂«*> w  ̂ftK

0̂0, I

 ̂̂   ftr ̂   TRTt *T̂f

^ ̂i«fl  ^ ̂ r̂rt 3pî I  ^ %

TNt %  #5T f̂rrf Tfft  fS

1  ̂  ̂  ^  f  I

 ̂   ̂ #«frf̂  5RT  ’in’

inf 5Tff wr̂ «rr 1 ^

 ̂  ft>  5̂grf  ̂̂

1̂   ^ ?ft  f I f̂tK ^

Pm T̂<   ̂ ̂

%f̂ JR f̂l  WPTft*Ttf̂ # 

âi*4i ftr ̂îj<) qnr% ̂

5FT WR- 

% f^ »T̂  ?T ^

^Hni ̂TFTT   ̂  ̂  ?ft 1%̂

*̂Tt2r?TfT î

<*»tN Tî,  ITT#  ^

T̂f̂T % f  ̂ I   ̂̂rm I 

 ̂̂   ̂  17  ̂ %  M

ô ̂o ftrw 5T|f fimgrr ITT ̂  ̂  ̂

%  f ̂ Ô f̂tK  ̂  I

 ̂ wr ̂  ̂feirr firr wrm 

9!tf̂ Mt’rN’f ?oô t|, ̂  ?oo 

fm ̂   ^

^ ’T, ̂  # ft   ̂ ,̂
3¥:̂ ^mvt̂ Trerxt îrT îw

(RegtUatUm and 15990
Registration) Bill
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[«rt

 ̂  ̂    ̂ I   ̂  % 3?TT ^

TOfCTf #  Wq- qr  ̂  ̂  ^

I  f ̂ ̂  ̂  ̂ ̂  f ̂  ^

?oo ô,  ;̂oo  ô  *î HI

T̂T  f̂ rqr,  fro It  ̂  ̂'TK 

 ̂̂f%̂rr ̂   ̂̂TT̂ %

T̂f%   ̂'T̂ %  5TR I  ^

r̂s%  3̂n% r̂ ̂  ^ ̂  *nr5r ^

V ?rff ̂ TfRT ̂ T 5TT,

% ft  ̂   ̂  n̂r  ̂  qrrf 

 ̂   I   ̂ T̂P̂ r̂  ^

^ TPT ̂  ̂    ̂ 'SPT  ‘t»̂«lT

f̂Twnrr v>iiai  f̂FT %" ^

F̂iT̂t ̂TRft ̂   ^ ̂ M̂»in

TTfrqTT̂ ft̂ ^̂ l̂ 

T̂5%  $,   ̂  ^

5? eft  ̂   ̂ t o f   ̂  3̂TT̂  ^

ŝn% ̂ I   ̂?nfeT?ft   ̂̂  

 ̂VIIM40'

?TT ̂    ̂̂  ̂ ̂  ̂ TRft «fr

 ̂ f̂ T̂ft I  ̂ % Whft ̂

 ̂  ̂  ̂  ^

?Tf̂   ̂ qrs# %  ̂   I  ^

It  5PR  ̂   ^

 ̂  sqrsr  ̂  fjf  fss 

%ii K w^nft^r 

 ̂̂  1   ̂  ̂  

% sr̂ fm  ̂  ̂TT % ?fV̂  fr  ̂-feft  ̂ 

«FT  ̂'ifr ̂   TT  fr  ̂ mxT TT̂q* |,

 ̂ spT TRT I, ^ 5̂ ̂  ̂   ^

1  ̂   ̂ ?ftT  5̂TT# T̂fTT I

^   3R>R  % ?TRT clft  ̂% T R  

W ^  ^̂'TTOTTTTT5fr̂5?TT 

«?V, ̂  Tr ̂    ̂  I

Tf 5TF3T  ?TT  ̂ TT ^

5 ■, f r  ̂   T f  ̂   W  ̂3 ̂  

JrT  ̂ ? r k T T   «TT,

M̂>5T  fTTTPftTT îrTo tfT T R trf^

f% ̂  5?

(Regulation and 15992
Reyistration) Bill

TT ̂ToZTPW TT T̂ f, ?ftr ?Tf OT ̂SPT̂ 

'̂t  t ̂  ’MlP̂qitfl  'nf̂ R̂ 

l̂fW ̂n" irft̂TT

t \ UnTTT^T  ?PT̂   ̂ 

 ̂  W ̂ T  r̂m   ̂  ̂  TT

^ r̂^TR ?TfrTT  t   ̂n rn :^

«6 <.h1 ^

fr  c|̂i  ’TT  Itiii  TT  sr̂ T̂T TT  ̂

w fPt t  57Tr  mf̂ r̂ 7l%2ff   ̂  ‘̂tfd̂ i 

‘t»i«iV  n̂ft t  «̂ti

 ̂ ?fhc fT sTTR   ̂  ̂    ̂ tg rt  ̂ 

 ̂d<Hi  ^̂tt” I d̂»ir ̂   I

 ̂7T̂ ̂   fr  r̂f̂ sr̂’ ?f

dt̂ T  ̂  H+  ̂  ̂ I"?!! TrdY  *ff

?fk iTsfr  5fft ̂  qt I q  ̂̂  

 ̂ ̂   TT  ’IFRH’  ?irTT

>517̂1 5TT  TT ’MT<

^  TT -im R  THT  I  T  ̂   ̂ (W

TTft ̂  f% ̂  tIt ̂   OT

T T  ̂f ̂   5̂rr̂  «TT I

 ̂  ̂ TRft ̂jfS ̂  ̂  ̂

n̂cTT ̂  fr ̂  M̂<ll  ¥t d

 ̂ ̂ rr  ̂ «fr I  T ̂ rr̂ t

 ̂  T ’TO ̂  TT  ’̂ fr

m̂PT TOT I, ̂  ̂fTKPT TPT |,
 ̂ 11

?rnT̂ T̂̂

I  I  ̂  ̂  ̂   ^

 ̂ I  ̂ TTft T

in r  ̂ TFT, ̂ raijd̂ T TOT ̂ ?TTT TPa’ ̂  

 ̂   TT  ̂ T   ̂  ^

 ̂I ̂  '*ft?TT ymr<=*'l̂ 

apt  ̂   ̂   T̂Rt

^̂rjrizi m̂  ̂  ̂  ^

 ̂mti
#  |W W fr f̂RTT *î<̂ ■̂̂<1 **■



15993 Indian ConveHs  30 SEPTEMBER 1955 (hegulation and 15994
Registration) Bill

c;o,ooo   ̂TO  # i

?RT ’TT ̂    ̂̂qr ?ftT

 ̂̂  HK ̂’Tnft   ̂̂  

ir̂TT  ̂wf ̂ TTfr̂nr ̂

?fk sfrift ̂    ̂ I

 ̂ ̂  ̂rJT§T̂ ftrr  ^

 ̂̂   T̂nrr̂ ̂  11 ?T̂ w ̂  ̂TRiT

^ WK  =FT?T ?T xi»f«R

?rr=̂ f̂ T̂T

 ̂ r̂*W ̂'*fV ̂  TFT
 ̂  ̂  TR<<d’i  ̂  ̂    ̂ I

#f̂JT ̂  ?rrf̂r̂ ̂  ̂   ^ ̂

tTRiTcT 'd’i'̂Tl  *̂ MÎ ̂

 ̂«T̂   ̂ I ^

T̂ mt{ =2f̂3ft  ̂  ̂  ^

■'ĵ+'i ^̂ 1̂ ̂   |?rr  ^

T̂  I   ̂  UV.O  ̂

9̂  ̂̂JTTTT fW

w  #t   ̂ w  f»n̂ trirf̂RTO

TT5IT t ?fk mfk̂ Tf̂'f ̂  ^ ^

t̂f Hi«i»̂  »T̂ ̂ I  ̂r«t>4i ^ ̂ <ft

 ̂   ̂ I ̂    ̂ T?:

f̂ T  ^̂tpt  ̂ »̂nr  w 1 

"̂5F̂hTiT̂ T̂WRh’̂  fv̂ Trrfê Rft 

f3RT  WTT qr 3̂̂   ̂  T̂

 ̂ WR  ̂cTt

^wt  Tf̂ f̂ f r̂nr  ̂ ^

 ̂?ft vd̂̂tTi 5j5T ̂

>dH«̂ •TTR'  fer I ĤTT   ̂*TnT 

«?T m   ̂ Tot 57T

<rn   ̂̂  ̂3̂  MJPdH ̂  1

^̂RH" ’1̂'ini 2T̂ g?rr  r̂ î+iT ̂  

d ’C'ft f̂T̂Rrt  ̂ *̂ii<t

5̂̂  ̂   ̂  ̂ iirf̂ wT  f̂ nl

r  ̂fw ̂STRft I I ̂ ̂ n + t

ĉT?rRT  g 1 ̂ r̂rt ̂  ̂

5.? T̂T̂ I I  ̂#

iRf̂TRT

1  ̂UiCV

*  f̂rWt mrTcf̂

?rtfŴ fd̂ i!lV<  ̂4>+fH»̂ (d<«f>) ̂

 ̂̂  I ̂  U5(SC ̂ 5̂̂.
 ̂ 3npTT

?  Mr  ô  ô  ̂  f̂ K̂

iT̂rf̂  <TfT  5̂TRrnr 

 ̂ -̂o xr̂o ^  %tK  Y

ô Trrfŝ 3̂[WT, fq̂ K I 

r̂r̂ t̂f̂ JTHff̂ T?fhc ^mrm 

 ̂ft ̂riRqitTl Tf# I ?ftT  feft

5Tflr  I  TTT̂ ̂  I f% ̂TR?t

fiRH  f vin+i ̂ tf ̂jf̂qitfl »T̂ ̂ I

w ̂  ̂  ̂̂   f̂rar ’TPT m
?ftT  ̂  ̂ 5E?̂ I

 ̂ ’H>H <RnTf ̂  ̂  <̂1 ̂ ̂  

f̂  ̂  ̂'T̂
r̂̂ Hâff ̂ I I  ?m

f̂R5" ̂    ̂iTFRTf ^

?nf̂  ̂ jyn̂  ̂ I

*TR % iff̂   r̂gpTc  ?rrf̂ 

5ft *̂'oi|?;9i ̂   î'4) ^

^|^5T m w wr|: X
9  ^#%w  Tt̂nr R̂iTT

Y TT̂rrW T̂T\ X. ^  ^2T

5F̂ VS. iW T̂V %ftK
n̂%TT̂ I CRf̂T

V̂i4 ̂  r«;<5iHi*ri ̂ pft ̂ w   ̂

H»înn4f M
I ?rtT 2T TRV ̂ TTf̂ ̂ ̂  I I   ̂ 

 ̂  ̂  ̂  »rR5 

I I ̂  ̂  ̂ +t 5Rvm, 5TPTT̂ 

fftr Tmr  ̂ #' 1

'TT ̂   r̂f̂r̂rraY   ̂it̂  t 

 ̂ iT  ̂  ̂̂  ?nf̂ 1

f̂ TT̂ T̂PT  ̂ tNY

3F I i mK ̂  
irrî ̂  I I ^ hyv-ŷ  ̂  ̂

5TTf̂ T̂  #f̂  ^   ffrrt 

t̂fWr

?fk «rrf?̂T#  ̂ 

?nr̂
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IliT ’RT f ̂

 ̂  ̂̂ fcT ^ ̂  f ̂ftK ̂

r̂W»TT   ̂   t I W   rft  ̂  ^

I ftp ^  *n?r ^

 ̂   ̂ Tf[  ̂ t ^

I   ̂ TT51T  'TR ̂  

I  ^   ̂MT<*n ̂ttRŝî

<H’M»d  ̂I '*lidl  ̂ ?riR «ptf

H\n*U ̂  >d̂+t ̂  5t»ft 

 ̂  ̂  ̂\ i  ̂ ^ 

 ̂mwf   ̂  I I 

 ̂̂  t i!̂  yrfkmfeiff ̂  ^

H>H<Unr r*î d ̂  eft ̂  ̂ ft̂  f

^ ̂  5TRT ̂   # ?ft ̂JRTt ̂  ̂

11

<Tiŵ T̂5  5  1%  «nrr

ITlfeTRft Vr?r̂ 4f|V’TRr VT 

 ̂ V̂TRTVr̂ V  ^̂EPFt

 ̂qr̂ ̂TFTT  I ?nft> 

?T5  ̂ ? I  âRR> ̂ K ift
sfMt  ̂ ^

=5f̂  ̂I   ̂   ̂  ^

p̂N?r  t •

«TT̂  ̂  ̂ f̂ RPT̂ VFRT   ̂I ̂ *F

i[smS V yriT t f%n*1 

ftr # t 1 # «fnr ̂  ?i«vf

cT̂Tsr ̂   ̂ f%  *̂ T̂

?TV̂ ’̂*1+̂  ̂   ̂ ̂  I  ’Ĥi< >3*1̂^

r̂f̂ ̂ft >dHVi T̂TT ̂   JT̂

 ̂ WT̂ t ft?  5|WfW  ̂

f ykf̂ gn^#^ ŝpH>*Rr̂ ŝrmT

f   I  ̂   »̂l|5TT ‘̂l̂ dl  f  f% T̂TT fer

 ̂f*TR ^

 ̂W  ̂  ft̂TTT ̂  I ̂   S>l[9rT f%

*Ft| ^ *rfx2r#E  ̂^ I n̂rr vhf 

 ̂ ̂    ̂ R̂fRTT f

at ^  ̂  irnftr

11̂ ̂  wfvT r*!>tfi ^

3̂̂r̂»t *t>f*»iî  ̂ r̂nr  ŝfsrvr 

5Tvn̂ wr$ I  infk̂TEft vrnr l[̂3TRt

 ̂ Mi'̂ H

r«<̂r< ̂ T9!T̂PT# Jt̂ M̂lfl ?T5̂ t 

<iff+'̂  ^K «l  ̂  ft»  <rr?  ̂fR"

^   ̂̂  5PTvn: I

?lftT «TPft ̂  ̂12:1#  ̂  I \ WT J?

 ̂ 4̂1’Tit  ̂TO ̂

 ̂ ̂ ? ?T̂, ̂ T^

%ftx %n  ̂̂  rm  ̂   ^

wr ̂  T̂ t  ̂ t

f% iRrm ?TFr ĴTTTT  iER2TPmr

fJT T̂ t •  T̂RT-TO’ ̂  HIHa

 ̂̂ TT̂;   ̂'T̂ ̂rnpT,

«flT ̂  ?Trr «TR ̂   ̂5̂ ?rrT

p- iiTfalf̂^̂fr 5̂?t 3̂̂  SF f^^f 

^  f̂FRTT,   ̂ <T  ÎT̂

f I

%nft 5*nr 1̂15̂   ̂^̂rrf̂rt

 ̂ “t2(sffPT̂' »rw ̂  *TT̂

11 ^

 ̂̂ t̂  ̂vrfk̂ifMf ̂

ticiWl ̂  T̂T 5 *   ̂ ^

n̂ft I ̂  *if̂ ̂'s   ̂ ?TTf̂-

smft Vlftx  ̂  ̂ «nf̂-

 ̂̂ I r*î HO  ^ »rR  ^

iftr vrfenf̂nft ̂  Ttw ̂riH ̂  1 

 ̂ ̂»f5TT ̂   IT?  n̂g* qr̂ ?l]jlf

T̂ ̂ %ftr ̂R*R  ^ SJRT «iiW ?ft

’̂Eflh’  I r̂tNt  ĵrr

f% mfernft ^   ^

r̂r̂t ̂ nf̂ ̂ ̂*n>r  ̂̂ftr

 ̂   ̂I   ̂ JTwrrr ̂

4̂  ̂ ifJcT  f*TT  ̂   ̂   »TR  ̂ itFT

 ̂ I  ̂  TRT jsi in <41 itr i

T̂TT 4»<4i{ I ̂  fi:̂ +f*{̂*r<f #

 ̂«ftr  T̂T̂  jirr ft> mff-

 ̂̂?5TVX ̂

 ̂ <rr «̂h: ̂  ̂!?Nt ?rrtt inf̂



15997 Indian Convertt SEPTE&IBER 1995 (Regulation and
Registration) Bill

15998

^  *rm ̂  1 

 ̂̂  ̂TTW ?rr̂ qfT «TT I 

'sn̂  ̂ 1

^  ̂*iK TRT ̂  f, ̂  WVSPRT

wr# I  ̂̂   wr

 ̂I  ̂ST̂TT *FT ̂ +a  cfT̂ W
I I ̂sttK  ̂  ^

 ̂T̂<ft  ̂ 5  I

?nft f̂r̂FTwr f  —

W   ̂̂  # TTT ̂   ^

4̂m»i K *TT f̂<a I ̂  ̂̂ o  ^̂ITT

f̂niT 5 I

It was a case of mass  conversion 
within 2 or 3 years from 1907; about
20,000  were converted in 2 years.

prr  ̂̂

1%» *r  ŷT77

TT̂TFT W fnrf  ̂ ^

 ̂ifVr ̂ ^

fŵTT v-oeji  I T̂f»

 ̂ »mT t  ^

 ̂ ̂  m<R<ri ̂  ̂I ̂35T#

MT<f<̂ # ̂  t f% mx

I  ̂^  1  ̂wx #»r

#f̂  ^  f̂Rft ̂ ncf  ̂̂Pnm!

 ̂ i  ^ f̂TfTWT

 ̂̂  ̂   r̂iftpTt ̂  »rf

»nTT f f% wt̂-̂PTT

 ̂ ̂   ̂ ’fTRW

 ̂ T̂  f,  ̂  ̂^

 ̂ f̂rrfv f  ̂I

# mtÎ'-mw y f̂RR w?-

^  I >̂hV1 ̂cfWFTT ’̂Tf̂TT 5  »̂nf

 ̂ ̂  fsnff ̂ mff

 ̂  ̂T̂  f fftr  5RHT

^  ^ ^  t 

f̂tK %Tpft Ŵfo ^

T5TT  f, nftK mivt

«TR t?TT r̂rf̂ ?ftT  ̂  ̂^  ̂

sr̂  ̂ Tf̂ fy ̂   311̂

^ «fVr  ^  T̂T ̂ftK ^

w  ?ft   ̂̂  t

 ̂  ̂f¥ # im f̂nvfi w ^  

 ̂̂  fy ̂ iimr ̂

T̂#  ̂  ̂ ?fh: ffrrf

r̂rqf 1 r̂Nhm w

f̂ WR  f ̂ftr

 ̂’sr̂  •T»<ni ̂rf|̂ I *̂nr ̂ îcTt

# gft ̂    ̂w ̂f|?r ̂fft̂ «ftr anr

f iftr  5jn̂  ?rrf̂

5̂̂ ft ̂fN̂fW

<̂i<i HitJitu VT vl̂  VT

f̂EIT̂ ̂ WR" VT 5nT?5f

 ̂iftr ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂rfr̂RHT

V   ̂ ^WT wr ^

4 1w  ̂ =̂S7W   ̂\ ^

%m  r̂r̂ # wft̂   f%

P̂TT  ^ ? *f>0* t̂ WrW  îHS"

r̂f̂   ̂  ̂̂spm  I ?ft

ITR̂   ̂ITRfWV ®FRT-

’ITV’C nJ»î  ŜTT 

 ̂vtr ®TR  fWr I

^ ̂5RTT 

 ̂ «TT  y ?T̂5̂

 ̂ T  ̂̂   ^

%rP?*TT ̂  A WcRTFTT ̂ m̂ni

#  f̂TTHnr 5̂ f i?V̂ ̂

t fy ̂ 3̂ T̂,

 ̂iftr W  ĤTOT  w <ft

?rar «nf f  wf ?t ̂
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[«ft

^ T̂T̂TFft #  ŝrrq'̂ft

?rh:  F̂R ̂ T̂  ̂  [ĥ û I ̂

^ t m-K 3̂̂   ̂mr

 ̂  ̂Î Tf  ̂ ’thr

Wi ^   ̂srf̂  WT ^

wfftr ŝiTW  ^ f

f  qT;  n̂r̂T % ̂ +1

spfŝ wff ?flT  ^

 ̂iftr ̂ R̂fHT ̂   ?ftT *ŝM P;̂id 

 ̂hT+H >ciH+l «fV, ##

 ̂ ff t ̂    ̂ ^  ̂

f *ftr ̂  T̂OTT I 

f̂TTT̂TT ̂   IR T̂TS’  #

 ̂ ̂ ̂  imi   ̂ ̂

 ̂5fhc ^

tmt I Ŵrf̂TT # ̂    ̂cTRTTT

#   ̂  ̂  ̂qr

wrf ̂ ̂pftw ̂FF̂TT f%

 ̂a+ĴI f   ̂ f ?frc  ^

5̂R>f ^ ̂STPf ̂rtr

T̂̂FTT "R  >̂T*T  ̂SPT̂

5TR I  ̂  f f% f̂PTT

3RTR  ̂TT3Rf̂   ̂2TT

ÎT  5̂Eft̂?T5RT ?fh:  f(T n̂nl

n̂f̂ WRft  ŷ̂ RrTT «f»<*fl differ 

'd'l+'l 3?TT xj4H  ̂Snr̂̂T F̂»T»Tr 

r̂rf̂ I

Shri G. H. Deshpande:  I rise  to
congratulate  my  hon.  friend  Shri 
Jethalal Joshi for having brought be
fore this House this very important 
subject. I am one of those who beli
eve in secularism. I am one of those 
who believe in the principle of **sarva 
dharma samanatva**. I do want that 
in India there should be no misunder
standing on account of religion bet
ween citizens  and  citizens. At the 
same tim<e. I do not want to imder- 
mine the humanitarian work that has
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been done in this country by a num
ber of Christians.  I come from a City 
where for a number of years I was 
associated with an institution which 
was looked after and developed by a 
missionary lady. Her name was Miss 
R. Harvey.  She worked in Nasik for 
fifty years. A  morê sincere social 
worker than her I have never come 
across. There  have been such gen
uine social workers among the Chris
tians, and even today there might be 
some. I do not want to discourage 
them. I do not want to say that the 
other Christian missionaries who came 
over here did so with certain  other 
motives, but at the same time, through 
you and through this House I would 
like to tell all the missionaries in the 
world that they must realise that to
day India is a free nation. We are a 
self-respecting people. No doubt  for 
centuries there  have  been  people 
amongst us who have been labouring 
under very hard conditions, but should 
we allow them to be  exploited  by 
interested parties? Are they not hu
man beings? If you want to serve, do 
serve them. But why do you associ
ate this matter of  conversion  with 
service? Service must be pure.  Ser
vice must be disinterested.

And what do we find during the last 
eight years? If there  were  certain 
things taking place before 1947,  we 
were not responsible for it, because 
thai the foreign  Government  was 
there and they  encouraged  certain 
activities. But, as I have said, there 
were many good Christians. But to
day what has happened? What have 
we seen from the records which were 
placed before the House by  Shri 
Jethalal Joshi. Shri Jethalal Joshi is 
a man who does not want to criticise 
anybody for nothing. He is the last 
man who will  speak  without  any 
authority. Such a sincere worker like 
him, having studied the  subject, has 
placed before this hon. House  the 
material which ought to  be  taken 
notice of. I would  request  through 
you the hon. Home Minister to study 
carefully the speech of my hon. friend 
Shri Jethalal Joshi.
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We do not want to create any mis
understanding  in  the  Christian
world. We want to be friendly with 
everybody. We want to appreciate the 
Christian ideals also. I am a Hindu. I 
believe in Hinduism, but I do know 
that Christianity has rendered  good 
service to humanity and many things 
can be leamt from it. Did not Mahat
ma Gandhi teach us many lessons? 
I have not come across any follower 
of  Christ  better  than  Gandhiji,
though he was not a Christian and to 
the last moment was a Hindu.

I look at it from tnis point of view. 
There is a possibility that some mis
understanding may be created. Some 
imfriendly attitude may be interpreted 
out of this discussion. I want to say 
that nothing of that kind should be 
done. That is not the motive. We do 
not want to have any drive against 
the Christians. Let there be Christians. 
They are as good citizens as ourselves. 
There is nothing against the Chris
tians here. Even Christian mission
aries from other  countries are wel
come to this country. That is our old 
tradition. But why should  they try 
to  dabble in  politics? There is  a 
political motive  behind this conver
sion. It is not merely religious, there 
is a political motive behind it. What 
we suspect  is that there  are some 
imperialist powers who are not free 
even today from their dreams of im
perialism. They probably think there 
was a Pakistan, why should there not 
be  in India a  Christianstan  even? 
They want to see that India should 
not develop pKjlitically. They are not 
very glad to see the development that 
we  are carrying  on. So,  political 
motives are there.

And why this exploitation of reli
gion?  I  would  appeal  to  every 
enlightened citizen in India, be he a 
Christian, be  he a Hindu,  be he a 
Muslim, should we allow this thing 
to go on? Is it not the duty of us all 
to put a stop to it? And especially 
I would appeal to the Christians in 
this coimtry. Christianity is a thing 
which stands on a *much higher level. 
Is  it a thing in the market place?
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Should we see  degradation brought 
about to it by certain people working 
under certain motives?  It would only 
harm Christianity and do it no good.

India is sufficiently enlightened. I 
would like to tell through this House 
and through you to all those who are 
indulging in such activities that they 
are not going to  gain. They should 
open their eyes. India is not what it 
was before 1947, and if there are some 
friends who want to take undue ad
vantage of our secularism, they must 
realise that this will not be tolerated 
in this self-respecting  coimtry. We 
are not blind in taking up secularism. 
We have done so after mature consi
deration, and we are proud for hav
ing stood by secularism. That is the 
only  thing  which  an  enlightened 
nation can adopt. But at  the same 
time, we are  self-respecting people. 
Any body can come and convert. But 
they must do it openly, and say, we 
are here for doing  conversion. Let 
them carry on the work openly, and 
let them do it in a manly manner. 
Why should they resort to underhand 
practices? Why  should  they  give 
medicine to a man and then teU him, 
you accept my religion? Why should 
they call a boy to a school, give him 
some money, and then convert him? 
These are not things wgrth the name 
of Christianity. If they want to con
vert, if they want to convince some 
people that Christianity is better, we 
have no objection; I  shall have no 
objection; and Government will give 
them free scope, and I am one  of 
those who say that Government should 
give them free scope. But these mis
chievous things and the way they are 
done are highly  objectionable from 
the point of view of the manliness of 
our citizens.

Why should we allow our citizens 
to remain in such a degraded condi
tion that anybody could exploit them 
for these purposes? I would like to 
say that I support this Bill, and I do 
so not because I am a Hindu, but be
cause I believe that it is a step to-
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wards  asserting the  self-respect of 
humanity. We should not allow our 
poverty to be  exploited  by people 
who want to do things with ulterior 
motives. That is why I support this 
Bill. I do not know  what attitude 
Government would take, but I earn
estly  urge Government  to take  a 
serious view of this matter. There is 
growing public opinion in favour of 
this.

I myself have gone to some locali
ties of the Adivasis in  my district, 
and I have seen these things. And 
we have worked amongst the Adiva
sis, and therefore it has now become 
impossible for these mischievous peo- 
pie to carry on activities of that type; 
they have  already run  away from 
those  localities. But  people  must 
come and try to settle amongst the 
Adivasis, and we must raise them to 
a standard wherein it will be too much 
for them to stand this sort of non-

So, I support this Bill from these 
points of view.

 ̂ ^  ̂ ^ 
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#’, Ĵnft ^d>dT  ̂?Tf#  ̂TO 

•̂̂rqz  ?T̂ |?TT ?t1t

 ̂?r̂3TT  n̂cH* f I

2if  t ̂   ^

vtf «nf  <Tfr̂ ^
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 ̂ Tfl I prPT ̂   t, inf<-<Rn

«ftr f̂r̂   ̂ r̂ft̂ ?pt 

 ̂f̂t»r #3rr 'bft̂ 3̂3t̂ f 1 %r̂  ̂
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f̂HTTf I q̂    ̂ ̂ f;r̂

»tf2Tctt t % ̂ ̂jfm wt̂ f,

«T5̂  ̂  imrnr ̂    ̂̂

 ̂ ?T «p: # ?nf «ftr

imi T̂O I #TT  I %  ^
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3TRT ̂ 0‘T>H1 ̂ I ̂*l«l  F̂T«P
if\̂\ f̂îTT f ft> ^ spT’T
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Shrl Kanavade Patil  (Abmednagar
North): There is no need for conver
sion now-a-days in India.

«ft ?15T: ?TFT  t  ^

 ̂I  ̂  ̂ 'Mpw ^

 ̂t, r̂ W+I  ̂^   WTT 

3R ̂  I ?PT̂   ̂ W\̂  I

f%  f̂ rf  ir̂ T̂  =5rrf̂,  eft  «n w

 ̂  MM I'd ^̂ H?t

 ̂ t I  ̂?Tî f
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convert, like a  licenciated in medi
cine, he should get a licence. There 
can be nothing more degrading than 
to suggest that a  person professing 
the Christian  religion should  get a 
licence if he wants to  profess that 
religion and preach that religion.tow ̂  ̂  t,

 ̂ I I mx ^

twrf ̂

^ T?:  ̂  ̂ I

^  ̂5T̂|T 
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Depnty-Speaker: Shri Thomas.

^ qto t̂ o Tmfhr : ^

 ̂fH*ic 5̂nr ̂  ir̂FT  f̂îT r̂nr,

n̂rf?¥ afTR̂iF irrt ?  # ?ft îfr

 ̂ f I

Mr. Depnty-Speaker: I have called 
Shri Thomas.

Shri A. M. Thomas: I oppose this 
Bill though it has been brought before 
this House by a Member belonging to 
my party and though it has been sup
ported by three other distinguished 
Members of my party. My predeces
sor, Shri Deshpande, was pleased to 
make an observation: ‘if you want to 
convert a person, straightaway get a 
licence and then say, we are here to 
convert.' If a  Christian is  there to

An Hon. Meml>«r:
religions.

That is for aU

Shri A. M. Thomas: I repeat that 
there is nothing more degrading. The 
hon. Members who have preceded me 
have travelled very much beyond the 
scope of the Bill. What exactly is the 
scope of the Bill and what exactly 
does the Bill suggest?

I do not for a moment approve of 
some of the instances that have been 
pointed by the learned Mover of the 
Bill if they are true. There will not 
be anybody who  will not condemn 
such practices among from Christians.

But what exactly does he want to 
achieve by the provisions of this Bill? 
I oppose this Bill on  three or four 
main points: on the ground of public 
policy, that this Bill is  against the 
Constitution and  that this  Bill, if 
enacted, would be infnictuous and will 
not achieve the object which the hon. 
Mover of the Bill wants to achieve.

I would also oppose this Bill on an
other ground that  the Government 
has already got the power to check 
undesirable practices. It has exercia- 
ed that power as will be seen by the 
latest administration  report  of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs.

I will first take up the point regard
ing public policy. Our  country has 
prided itself that we have—for cen
turies past, perhaps from the dawn o. 
civilization—in India, observed abso
lute religious neutrality and religious 
tolerance. That has  been our pride 
and it is also our pride that when we 
enacted the Constitution and gave it 
to  ourselves  we  have  guaranteed 
absolute  freedom  of  conscience. 
These are some of the things on which 
we pride ourselves.

Sliri Tek Chand  (Ambala-Simla): 
Not freedom to coerce.
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Here I am tempted to read some of 
the observations of  the late Pandit 
Lakshmi Kanta Maitra when he was 
speaking on the article. He said:

Shri A. M. Thomas: I will come to 
that; my learned friend need not be 
anxious about that.

My hon. friend—the Mover of the 
Bill—̂was suggesting that there were 
provisions to register births, deaths— 
then why not for conversions?  (An 
Hon. Member:  Marriages).  May I
respectfully ask:  is there  any law
anywhere in the world providing for 
registration of conversions. (Inter̂ 
ruptions.)

An Hon. Member:  Are there any
where conversions on  such a large 
scale?

Shri A. M. Thomas: Is there any 
such law?

An Hon. Member: What is wrong 
about it?

Shri A. M. Thomas: If there is noth
ing wrong about it, woe to it. Arti
cle 25 of the Constitution says:

“Subject to public order, mora
lity and health and to the other 
provisions of this  Part, all per
sons are equally entitled to free
dom of conscience and the right 
freely to  profess,  practise and 
propagate religion.”

Sir, you Jmow that the enactment 
of this article had a background of 
its own. I  believe you  would not 
have forgotten that a point of view 
was put forward,  when this article 
was discussed, that the right to pro
pagate a  religion cannot  be given. 
One hon. Member of the Constituent 
Assembly who is a Member of this 
House put forward that view. This is 
what he said:

‘Tf  people  should  propagate 
their religion,  let them  do so. 
Only I crave let not the Consti
tution put  it as  a fimdamental 
right and encourage it.  Fimda
mental  rights are  inalienable 
and once they are admitted it will 
create bad blood.”

Even  though that  objection  was 
raised the framers of the Constitution 
deliberately incorporated that article 
without  deleting word  *propagate'

“The Indian Christian commu
nity happens to be the most inof
fensive community in the whole 
of India. That  is  my personal 
opinion and I have never known 
anybody contesting that proposi
tion.  This  Indian  Christian 
community, so far as I am aware, 
spend to the tune of nearly Rs. 2 
crores every year for educational 
uplift, medical relief and for sani
tation, public health and the rest 
of it. Look at the numerous edu
cational institutions, dispensaries 
and hospitals they have been run
ning so effectively and efficiently, 
catering to all classes and com
munities. If this vast amount of 
Rs. 2 crores were utilised by this 
Christian commimity for purposes 
of  seeking converts,  then  the 
Indian  Christian  community 
which comprises only 70 millions 
would have gone \ip to..”

Then the Vice-President intervened 
and said: “You are mistaken there: 
it is only 7 millions.” Then Pandit 
Lakshmi Kanta Maitra said:

“I beg your  pardon. From 7 
millions it would have gone to 70 
millions.”

Then, Sir, one distinguished Mem
ber of our Cabinet, Shri T. T. Krish- 
namachari, while  supporting Pandit 
Lakshmi Kanta Maitra,  observed as 
follows:

Mr. Depnty-Speaker: Pandit Laksh
mi Kanta Maitra  referred to Indian 
Christians.

Shri A. M. Thomas:  Yes,  Indian
Christians, also.

Mr. Depnty-Speaker: Pandit Laksh
mi Kanta Maitra says that our Indian 
Christian brothers are all good.

Shri A. M. Thomas: Sir, I do not 
think in any of the speeches maae
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outlook,  and  I  am  not  pre
pared  to say  here  that they 
should be  prevented  £rom pro
pagating their religion. I would 
ask the House to look at the facts 
so far as the history of this type* 
of  conversion is  concerned. It 
depends upon the way in whicl̂ 
certain  religionists and  certain 
conununities treat their less for
tunate brethren. The  fact that 
many people in this country have 
embraced Christianity is due part
ly to the status that it gave to 
them. Why  should  we  forget 
that particular fact? An untouch
able who became a Christian be
came an equal in  every matter 
along with the high-caste Hindu, 
and if  we remove the  need to 
obtain that particular advantage 
that he might probably get—it is 
undoubtedly a  very  important 
advantage, apart  from  the fact 
that he has faith in the religion 
itself—well the incentive for any
body to become a Christian will 
not probably exist.”

7 P.M.

I have just referred to the back
ground of the enactment of the article 
in the Constitution. I shaU now come 
to the  merits of the  BilL I have 
stated at the beginning that this Bill, 
if enacted, will be  infructuous and 
would not serve the purpose whid* 
it seeks to serve. What is the use ol 
registering a  person *who  has  got 
himself converted? What is the use 
of registering a person who was pre
pared to propagate his religion which 
he professes? This Bill  wants only 
that the conversion may be registered. 
The person who wants  to preach
any  religion  may  also get  him
self registered. What purpose does it 
serve? Does it serve any other pur
poses that my learned members who 
have spoken, had in view? I cannot 
understand what the purpose is. I 
have gone through all the clauses of 
the Bill.

Mr.  Depnty-Spcaker:  Clause  4
speaks of a notice of conversion be
fore conversion can take place  As a

before  this  House  any  distinction 
was made between Indian Christiana 
and  foreign  Christians. I  would 
respectfully ask your indulgence to go 
through the speeches and if there is 
any distinction made.  If any charge 
against  foreign  missionaries*  anti
national activities  have  been made 
out I would be failing in my duty if 
I do not attack such practices and I 
would not be here to defend them. 
(Interruption.)

Mr. Depoty-Speaker: I do not think 
anybody said  anjrthing  against the 
Indian Christians as such.

Shri U. M. Trivedi (Chittor): Shri 
Tandon made it clear that money is 
coming from America.

Shri A. M. Thomas: Sir, I would 
prefer to speak and not be heckled. 
This is what Shri T. T. Krishnama- 
chari,  as a private  member,  said: 
while discussing Article 25 of the 
Constitution:

“It  is perfectly  open to  the 
Hindus and the Arya Samajists to 
carry on their Sudhi propaganda 
as it is open to the Christians, the 
Muslims, the Jains and the Bhu- 
ddists and to every other religion
ist, so long as he does it subject 
to public order, morality and the 
other conditions that have to be 
observed in any civilised govern
ment. So, it is not a question of 
taking away anybody’s rights. It 
is a questior of conferring these 
rights on all the citizens and see
ing that these rights are exercised 
in a manner which will not upset 
the  economy  of  the  country, 
which will not create disorder and 
which will not create undue con
flict in the minds of the people. 
That, I feel, is the point that has 
to be stressed in regard to this 
particular article. Sir, I know as 
a person who has studied for 
about fourteen years in Christian 
institutions that no attempt had 
been made  to convert me from 
my own faith and to practise 
Christianity.  I am very  well 
aware of the influences that Chris
tianity has brought to bear upon 
our own  ideals  and our  own
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notice of marriage is  given before 
marriage takes place, likewise, there 
must be notice of conversion.

«Sbri A. M. Thomas: But the very 
act of conversion precedes the notice. 
Can there be anything more ludicrous 
and  highhanded  than  this? Only 
when the conversion  has not taken 
place, there will be the necessity for 
giving a notice. But the conversion 
has already taken place.

Mr. Depaty-Speaker: Clause 4 pres
cribes a notice for conversion.

Shri A. M. Thomas: Who will give 
notice of conversion? Only that i>er- 
son who has got  himself converted 
will give notice.

Mr. Depaty-Speaker:  The  hon.
Member is on the question that the 
whole  thing is  inconsistent,  apart 
from his disagreeing on various other 
grounds which  have  been already 
stated. We  are on  the last  point 
whether there is anything ludicrous 
or inconsistent, apart from all other 
considerations. The  hon.  Member 
says it is useless. But clause 4 says 
that before conversion takes place— 
not merely the formal conversion but 
one brought about by a real change 
of heart or conviction—̂notice should 
be given. That is the object of the 
BilL Before conversion, that gentle
man who wants conversion or wants 
to be converted has to give a notice.

Shri A. M. Thomas: May I respect
fully ask, how can one know what is 
the. procedure for ascertaining whe
ther there has been a real change of 
heart or change of mind on the part 
of the person concerned? y

Mr Depnty-Speaker:  How long is
Is the hon. Member likely to take?

30 SEPTEMBER 1955 Messages from 
Rajya Sdbha

i6oi6

Shri A. M. Thomas: I may take ttn 
or fifteen minutes more.

Mr. Depaty-Speaker: Then, before 
I adjourn the House,  the Secretary 
will read messages from Rajya Sabha

MESSAGES FROM  RAJYA SABHA

Secretary: Sir, I have to report the 
following two messages received from 
the Secretary of Rajya Sabha;

(i) “In accordance with the provi
sions of rule 125 of the Rules of Pro
cedure and Conduct of Business in the 
Rajya Sabha, I am directed to inform 
the Lok Sabha that this Rajya Sabha, 
at its sitting held on the 29th Sep
tember,  1955, agreed  without  any 
amendment to the Industrial Disputes 
(Banking Companies)  Decision Bill, 
1955, which was passed by the Lok 
Sabha at its sitting held on the 24th 
September, 1955.”

(ii) “In accordance with the provi
sions of rule 125 of the Rules of Pro
cedure and Conduct of Business in the 
Rajya Sabha, I am directed to inform 
the Lok Sabha that the Rajya Sabha, 
at its sitting held on the 30th Septem
ber, 1j955, agreed without any amend
ment to ̂ e Prize Competitions Bill, 
1955, which was passed by the Lok 
Sabha at its sitting held on the 20th 
September, 1955.”

Mr.  Deputy-Speaker:  The  House
will now stand adjourned and meet 
again at 11 O’Clock tomorrow, and 
will go on till 7 p.m. tomorrow.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till 
Eleven of the Clock on Saturday, the 
1st October, 1955.




