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LOK SABHA 
Friday, 4th March, 1955

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of
th  Clock,

[S abdar H u k a m  Singh in  the Chair]

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
(See Part I)

1052

RELEASE OF MEMBER FROM
DETENTION

Mr. Chairman: I have to inform
the House that a communication dated 
the 24th February, 1955 from the
Chief Secretary to Government of
Manipur has been received informing
that the order of detention against 
Shri Rishang Keishing has been re
voked by the Chief Commissioner, and 
the Member released.

12 N oon

PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE

Delim ita tion  Co m m iss io n  F in a l
Order No. 23

The Minister in the Ministry of Law
(Shri Pataskar): I beg to lay on the 
Table a copy of the Delimitation
Commission, India, Final Order No. 23, 
published in the Gazette of India 
Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, 
dated the 16th February, 1955, under
sub-section (2) of section 9 of the 
Delimitation Commission Act, 1952. 
[Placed in Library. See No. S-56/55]

N otification  under R equisitioning
AND A cquisition op Im m ovable  P ro

perty A ct

The Minister of Works/Housing
mnd Supply (Sardar Swaran Singh):
I beg to lay on the Table a copy of
the Ministry of Works, Housing and 
Supply Notification No. 1085-EU/55, 
dated the 9th February, 1955, under
sub-section (2) of section 17 of the 
Requisitioning and Acquisition of Im
movable Property Act, 1952. [Placed
in Library. See No. S-57/55]

RAILWAY BUDGET FOR 1955-56

G eneral D iscussion— concld.
Mr. Chairman: We will now resume 

discussion of the Railway Budget.

Shri D. C. Sharma (Hoshiarpur): 
May I know if the time for the gene
ral discussion of the Railway Budget 
has been extended?

Mr. Chairman: There was a demand
on the part of certain Members from
both sides of the House that there
should be some extension. It was
made clear that if the time is extend
ed for the general discussion, that 
time shall have to be taken from the
time allocated for Demands for
Grants. I understand that there is 
no objection to it.

Shri Gidwani (Thana): I have ob
jection. Those who have given notice
of cut motions will have to move
them and address the House.

Mr. Chairman: It is for the House
to decide. If the House wants to keep 
that time intact, I am not very keen. 
Yesterday there was a desire on the 
part of many Members that there
should be extension of time.

685 LSD
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Shri Nambiar (Mayuram): Gene
rally, as was the case during iast 
year also, while cut motions for De
mand No. 1 are moved, the Members 
can speak on some of the ^itits. 
There is no necessity to extend the 
time for general discussion. When 
cut motions on Demand No. 1 are 
moved, whatever they want to say 
about extension of time, etc., they 
may say then.

Mr. Chairman: We have been see
ing that even on Demands, there is 
a discussion as if it were a general 
discussion. The Minister has no ob
jection if he is called at half past 
one. I am in the hands of the House. 
If the House desires. Members can 
continue up to half past one. He will 
begin his reply at 1-30 and finish at 
2-30, when non-official business will 
be taken up. I hope the House 
agrees to this.

Some Hon. Members: Yes.
The Mini^r of Parliamentary 

Affairs (Shri Satya Narayan Sinha): 
It should be made perfectly clear that 
there is no increase in the overall 
timie allotted for the Railway Budget.

»4r. Chairman: That is clear to 
every Member. For cut motions, we 
can take the two days that are left 
behind. Monday and Hiursday will 
be allocated for Demands for Grants 
and cut motions.

S M  Gidwani: In that case, i  would 
suggest that you may kindly see that 
those who have spoken during the 
general discussion are not given an
other opportunity to speak on the cut 
motions.

Mr. Chairman: Certainly, I will
bear that in mind.

The Deputy Miniver of Aalltrays 
and Transport (Shri Alafesan): Yes
terday, Shri H. N. Mukerjee made 
some remarks about C^ittaranjan, and 
the progress of manufacture of loco
motives at Chittaranjan. Everybody 
^ o  has seen Chittaranjan has been 
impressed by what is being done there 
wad has had a good word to say about 
tt. But, I find ^ r i  H. N. Mukerjee

consistently trying to belittle what 
we are doing at Chittaranjan. I do 
not know what satisfaction he derives 
from such belittling. He wants to 
show evidently that we are not manu
facturing locomotives there, but are 
only assembling parts which are im
ported from abroad. This is a wrong 
impression, which I should like to 
dispel at the very earliest moment. 
It is matter of great satisfaction that 
we have b6en producing from January
10 locomotives a month. These loco

motives have been equated to 12*5 
average size locomotives. That means, 
taken over a year, we are able to 
manufacture roughly 145 or 150 loco
motives, just about 25 or 30 over and 
above our original target of 120 loco
motives. This, in short, is the 
achievement of Chittaranjan. It has, 
very rightly, more and more come to 
mean a symbol of the new spirit thai 
i s  animating t h i s  country. Under 
these circumstances, to find fault and 
say that we are importing a certain 
number of boilers, and so the manu
facturing unit is not complete is to 
mislead. It is true that we are im
porting a certain number of parts for 
which capacity is not available in the 
country. Even that dependence for 
some parts will gradually diminish as 
other industries come up like heavy 
electrical goods industry or medium 
electrical goods industry, etc. As 
steel production goes up in the coim- 
try, we will be able to manufacture 
all the items for ourselves. NowhM« 
in a locomotive workshop are all the 

items manufactured in the worksht^ 
itself. There are many ancillary in
dustries to support. Therefore, to say 
that because we are importing a cer
tain number of boilers to keep up 
this production of 10 locomotives a 
month, it is doing more of assembling 
and less of manufacture, bs I said, is 
misleading. In fact if w& are nivt to 
import these boilers, we may have to 
import whole locomotives which J do 
hot think Shri H. N. Mukerjee will 
desire. It will mean less employmwit 
and all that. Even as it is, thete bi 
shortage of steel. I Understlahd, In 
the year ld§4, we imported abotlt 
250,000 tons of steel. This import WM
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necesstu^r to keep up production both 
in the private and public sector to its 
present level. One may very well 
say, do not Import any steel, make aU 
the steel in the country, and till then 
hold up production. It is something 
like that. But, I may tell the House 
that it is more dangerous to allow 
men’s minds to become an assembling 
shop for imported ideas than to have 
a little import of mechanical fittings 
and manufacture things here. That 
is what I would respectfully submit 
to Shri H. N. Mukerjee.

He also spoke about Calcutta elec
trification. We are in right earnest 
about it, A sum of Rs. 2 crores bas 
been set apart for exi>enditure next 
year. He used the phraseology, if  I 
remember aright, “the ruling circles 
in Delhi trying to wish away the exis
tence of Calcutta.” Phraseology like 
this, viz., “ruling classes” may per
haps fit in more with a totalitarian 
set-up than with a democratic set-up.

Shri Nambi&r: How?
Shri Alairesan: Because nobody

rules. Everybody is here on the suf
ferance of toe people.

Babn itamnarayan Singh (Hazari- 
bagh West): No. You are ruling.

Mr, Chairman: It is a difference of 
opinion only.

Sliri Aiagesan; Nobody can wish 
away the existence of even small 
places, let alone the nerve centre of 
trade and industry in this country 
which Calcutta is. Nobody can wish 
away its existence. In this connec
tion he said that Calcutta is a mis
chief city, that people think like that 
1 do not know, but one thing I know 
and that is, it has been long the play
ground of mischief-mongers. The 
great population of Calcutta, owing 
to various causes into which I need 
not go, has been subjected to lots of 
strains and stresses, difficulties minor 
and major. All these things in t««st- 
ed parties have tried to exploit in the 
past. (Tnt^rruption)

Mr. Ciiainnan: I would request the 
hon. Members to allow him to pro
ceed uninterrupted.

Shri Alagesan: But we are convin
ced that “Calcutta plus electrification*" 
means “Calcutta minus mischief-mcHi- 
gering” . We are in right earnest 
about it and 1 hope that people ih 
Calcutta will be able to travel by 
these electric trains by the time the 
hon. Minister has indicated in his 
speech.

Shri Nambiar: That is a new equa
tion.

Shri Alagesan: Mr. Ramaswamy re
ferred to the manufacture of boilers 
etc., in TELCO, and said that the pro
duction there is rather hindered be
cause orders for many different types 
of boilers have been placed on it. In 
fact, it was formerly the Sin^hum 
Railway Workshops which was hand
ed over to TELCO with the specific 
intention of having spare boilers 
manufacture there. Now, orders have 
been placed on the firm to the extent 
of 200 locomotives and 378 spares 
boilers which means 578 boilers, 
which has to be delivered over a 
period of ten years. The delivery 
may have to be completed by 1957. 
And the types of locomotives ordered 
are only eight. It is such a large 
order, and the types are not nimierous. 
It is rather surprising to ftiear that 
this variety is hindering production 
in TELCO. I do not think that any 
producer has reason to complain about 
such a large order and such few 
varieties.

I think it was Shri Somani who was 
quoting some figures about Japanese 
railways, their operating ratio etc. 
There we find from the figures that 
he quoted that the Japanese railways 
are not able to meet even their work
ing expenses, whereas we not only 
meet the working expenses, we pay. 
Shall I say, a generous dividend to the 
general revenues, and also are able 
to show small surpluses, all of which 
go to make for capital formation in 
this country. And all this is being 
done while having our fares and 
freights at the lowest level in the 
world I think it is surely a matter for 
congratulation and not for being 
found fault with.
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[Shri Alagesan]
Then, Shri Mukerjee made a com- 

I)arison between the earnings in the 
year 1951-52 and the current year. 
He compared the actuals of 1951-52 
with the revised estimates of the cur
rent year, and said that the latter are 
short by about Rs. 8 crores. One 
thing escaped the notice of Shri 
Mukerjee and it is this. In the year 
1951-52 the earnings due to the mov
ing of railway stores and fuel was 
Included in it, which was about Rs. 
16 and odd crores. Now, if you de
duct that amount you will find that 
the earnings of this year are actually 
more than those of 1951-52 by about 
Rs. 8 cror^.

Then, my friend Shri Bhagwat Jha 
Azad was talking about the Mokameh 
Bridge project and feelingly referred 
to the fact that many local people, i.e., 
people belonging to Bihar, have not 
been employed in the project. We 
are very anxious that the recruitm^t 
should be made in such a way that 
every section of the population will 
have equal opportimity and be fairly 
represented in the Railway services. 
We do not want one section of the 
country to dominate over other sec
tions. And with this object in view, 
the Railway Service Commission have 
been instructed to give a regional 
bias to their recruitment. They go 
to each regional headquarter or divi
sional headquarter and do their re
cruiting there.

Shri R. K. Chaudhuri also referred 
to this fact that many people from 
Assam are not in the Railway service. 
Now, I have got figures as far as the 
Mokameh Bridge is concerned.

Gazetted oflScers: 23, of which 
th^e are two from Bihar.

Caass in  posts: 460, of whicdi 146 
are being occupied by peo
ple from Bihar.

Class IV posts: 1,210, of which 
918 come from Bihar,

Shri Vittal Rao the other day was 
complaining about the delay in the 
completion of the Khandwa-Hingoli 
project. It is a distance of 187 miles.

The construction is over a diflScult 
terrain. We have to cross the Sat- 
pura range and bridge three rivers, 
the Tapti, the Purna and the Pon- 
ganga. These three rivers have to 
be bridged and there are physical 
and climatic difficulties. I can only 
assure him that the work is going 
on according to schedule.

Then, he had something to say 
about the siding charges in the Sin- 
gareni collieries too. This matter is 
being gone into and I hope we will 
be able to take a decision soon.

Shri T. B. Vittal Bao (Khammam): 
Thank you.

Shri Alagesan: Then Shri Rama-
chandra Reddi and also Shri Vittal 
Rao were referring to the necessity 
of a survey for a line between Kazi- 
pet and Gudur, that is by-passing 
Bezwada. In fact, the Southern Rail
way have been asked to undertake 
the parallel surveys, viz., that of 
doubling the line between Bezwada 
and Madras and also this alternative 
survey of a parallel line between 
Kazipet and Nellore or Gudur. The 
two can be compared after the sur
veys are completed and then a deci
sion taken.

My friend Shri Somana from Coorg 
was complaining about the waiting 
room accommodation in Bangalore. 
Even my hon. friend Shri Gurupada- 
swamy raised it by means of a ques
tion. There are two stations. At 
the Bangalore City Station, there 
are two upper class waiting rooms, 
one inter-class and the other for 
second class passengers. And there 
is also a third class waiting hall. At 
Bangalore Cantonment, there is a 
common upper class waiting room, 
and also a third class waitilig hall. 
Evidently this accommodation faci
lity is not enough. So, we are ask
ing the Southern Railway to go into 
the matter and provide the necessary 
facility.

My friend Shri U. M. Trivedl, 
speaking the other day, made a 
sweeping allegation against the Medi
cal Department of the railways. It
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was very unfortunate that he should 
have spoken in such sweeping gene
ral terms, which is not a desirable 
thing. He said that a particular en» 
ployee was asked to give a month’s 
salary and he was made unfit be
cause he did not give that sum. 
This case is an interesting one. This 
employee was a travelling ticket ex
aminer, and he went for examination 
to the medical officer concerned. 
Since the medical officer concerned 
was in doubt as to his fitness, he sent 
him to his chief medical officer. The 
chief medical officer examined him 
and found him unfit. He again pro
duced certificates from private medi
cal practitioners saying that he was 
fit. Again, he was sent for examina
tion by the chief medical officer, with 
the same result. He was not demo
ted, but he is kept in the same grade 
of Rs. 100—185 in the post of head 
ticket collector.

Shii R. K. Chaadhnii (Gauhati): 
On a point of information. May I 
know whether the hon. Minister is 
Intervening or replying to the debate?

Mr. Chairman: He is not replying. 
He is only intervening.

Shri R. K. Chaudhnri: Second in
tervention.

The Minister of Railways and 
Trann>ort (Shri L. B. Shastri): Not
second, but first intervention.

Shri Alagesan: I shall be finishing 
600n.

Mr. Chairman: The hon. Minister
can have more time, but it was pre
sumed yesterday that he was finish
ing.

Shri Alagesan: It was not; any how, 
I shall be finishing soon.

H ^ b o k  the matter to the court, 
but it was dismissed by the court. 
Evidently, he should have wrongly 
represented matters to the hon. Mem- 
Ijer. I should only like to say that 
hon. Members should refrain from 
making such sweeping allegations.

I have known many of these doctors 
working in the Medical Department, 
and I also know personally their 
sense of devotion to duty. It is do
ing scant justice to those people, if 
a Member of Parliament were to rise 
here and say that the entire Medical 
Department is corrupt.

Mr. Chairman: I have just now 
received ten names. Those are not 
the only names that I could call; 
there might be others as welL We 
have got an‘ hour and seven or eight 
minutes more left.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh (Shahabad 
South): For private Members?

Mr. Chairman: Yes, for the Mem
bers. I would request hon. M ^ bers 
to see if they can confine their re
marks to eight or nine minutes; if 
thQr could do so, then perhaps we 
may be able to accommodate a larger 
number of Members.

Shri Veeraswamy (Mayuram—Re- 
served—Sch. Castes): It is true that 
not only the Members of this House 
but also the public at large have 
congratulated the hon. Minister and 
tihe hon. Deputy Minister of Railways 
for the improvements in several ways 
in the amenities to passengers, and 
also for the development of the 
Indian Railways. But I hope the 
Ministers will not be carried away by 
the glowing tributes paid to them 
on this account.

Many hon. Members have pointed 
out that there is much congestion in 
the Railways, especially so far as the 
third class passengers are concerned. 
It is true that the third class passen
gers have got several amenities in 
the railway stations, but not in the 
carriages. When they travel, they 
are simply stuffed in the carriages 
like tamarind bags, or as we say in 
Tamil, just like Pulimoottai. Third 
class passengers travelling hundreds 
of miles have no facilities during 
their journey. If there is water in 
the tank, in the lavatory, the tap 
will not be in order; or if the tap is 
in order, there will not be any water 
in the tank. If there is water in the
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[Shri Veeraswamy]  ̂ • 
tank, and the tap also is in order, it 
is not possible to use it, because it 
will be full of passengers. Such is 
the congestion in thfi TnHian Rail
ways for the third class passengers. 
My hon. friend Shri Alagesan might 
lemember that I had written him a 
letter in 1953 saying that there was 
much congestion in the third class 
compartments. I would request him 
\o see that at least for long distance 
third class passengers, arrangements 
should be made for conveftient travel
ling.

As regards the telescopic fare sys
tem, I would like to point out that 
the hon. Ministers have been very 
unsympathetic towards the short 
distance passengers. Our coimtry 
has set before herself the idea 
of a socialist pattern of society. 
In a coimtry which has set before 
herself a socialist ^stem  of economy, 
is it fair on the part of the hon. 
Ministers to have increased the fare 
for short distance passengers? Many 
Members have said on the floor of 
this House that the short distance 
passengers are very poor people. 
Sir, they belong to the commercial 
community; or they are people en
gaged in agriculture, and living in 
the rural areas. They are not the 
people who can be e3q>ected to go to 
far off places either to see pilgrim 
centres or to see places of interest. 
They travel only for short distances, 
and go to their relatives’ houses, or 
go to nearby market centres to attend 
to their business. So, the in
crease in the train fares in their case 
has no justification whatsoever.

Everyone knows that the Indian 
Railways are the biggest employers 
in India. They employ easily not less 
than ten lakhs of people. Out of 
these ten lakhs of p>eople, more than 
ninety per cent, are living under very 
deplorable conditions. They are not 
being paid even subsistence wages 
or subsistence salaries, whereas a 
few i^ p le  have been drawing thou- 
tanda and thousands of rupees as

salaries, at the cost of these people 
who are working very hard for the 
efficient running of the Indian Rail
ways. 1 want to suggest to the hon. 
Minister that in a socialistic pattern 
of society, it is those people that 
work hard should be paid more than 
those who sit in the office, simply 
sign and go away. Hon. Members 
are aware that in China even the 
highest authority in the State draws 
only a small amount of money as 
salary that is, about Rs. 600 or 
so, whereas in our country, we 
are paying thousands of rupees 
to a few people, while we are 
starving the others; and the workers 
are living in a very bad condition.

[Sh m m a ti Sushama Sen in the Chair]

Their quarters are surrounded by 
filth and squalor. They have not 
been provided with lights or even 
approach roads to their colonies. I 
had tabled a question in this connec
tion, in regard to the railway colony 
at Pantruti on the Soutoern Railway^ 
but that was not allowed. There is 
a railway colony at Pantruti, at a 
distance of about two or three furlongs 
from the station, but there is no ap
proach road to the colony.

Mr. Chairman: The hon. Member’s 
time is up.

Shri V^raswamy: I shall take only 
five minutes more.

Mr. Chairman: The hon. Member 
has already taken about eight minu
tes. He may kindly finish in two 
minutes,

Shri Veeraswamy: With regard to 
the ticket examiners, I would request 
the hon. Minister to see that they are 
provided with rest-houses near the 
stations. They travel all the night or 
all the day, and at the destination 
station, they are obliged to sleep on 
the platfoim; it is a matter of shame 
to our Railways that those who work 
in the Railways should be without 
any rest-houses, where they could rest 
after their duty is over. ^  it is very 
necessary that the ticket examiners^ 
should be provided with rest rooms.
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I want to bring to the notice of the 
hon. Ministers one important point 
which, I do hope, they will consider. 
India is a secular State. Nobody can 
be denied his rights. In a secular 
State, every department of Govern
ment should be secular. No com
munity or no religion should be given 
any undue prominence. So far as 
catering is concerned, the IRRs are 
being run by the Government, and 
so those who are employed in the 
Indian Refreshment Rooms are Gov
ernment servants. You will be sur
prised to knojv that one category of 
employees has been excluded from 
the list of Government servants, and 
that is the category of cleaners. Only 
Brahmins have been appointed as 
cook and servers. So far as the 
cleaners are concerned, they belong 
to the lowest stratum of society and 
since as Government servants they 
will aspire for promotion. Govern
ment have given the cleaning work 
on a contract basis. This is just to 
avoid other than Brahmins from be
coming cooks and servers.

Another point which I want to men
tion in this connection is that on 
many of the platforms of the South
ern Railway, we see Hindu idols and 
temples. I visited the Perambur 
Workshop in Madras where I found, 
to my surprise, so many Hindu idols 
or pictures of Hindu Gods and God
desses. Ours is a secular State and 
so I request the hon. Minister to see 
that the workshops must be utilised 
for work and not for worship. If 
Hindus worship their Gods and God
desses there....

Sardar A. S. Saigal (Bilaspur): So
that they will get strength.

Shri Veeraswamy:___  then the
Christians will have their Gods there 
and the Muslims will also have their 
Gods.

Shrl Alagresan: We have also to 
respect the broad sentiments of the 
people-

(ipnrnf): r?r ^  
sf

^  ^  ^ ^  ^  3TRT f r o ?
5 ; I

^  ^  ^  f  

^  § tiqji ^  ^  til
^  ^ I *1 ^

^ ^  f  ^  ^  r̂ <*5HlvfhiR
^  y=nw 3fT̂ fT ^ ?*=n

^  ^  f  \

I ?rn
JTR efW  ^  ^  I ^  5^

^  t  #  f r m
f^rqr ^

^  qiMzrfvT^ hrWHT a rw  ^
^  I ^  ^  ^  ^  q r lW i  ̂  5IT  ̂ ^  I

^   ̂ ^  xi-qr ^  >5? 5Ê?T5fT

^  ^  ^ ^  Tprtg-

3̂TT ^  «iiti ^  I
^  W ?  ’fnRTT f  ^  ^  I f f

^  ^  ^  f  I ^  ^  ^  ly itohr
^  n̂snnr f  1 w e  ^  ^  ^

«♦> vW f > ^ T T * ^  ^
?<b^l TRIT f  I ^  3TRTT ^  ^

^ if  ^  ^  ^  
^  ^  h w w  f  H  r̂rhnrf ^
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[F-nrf̂  tfhf]

I f ir  ^  f ir  3T5R ^  
^ I ^  ^  ^

#  I f f  TFifg- ^  M  ^
^  Wr ^il'i'ii I

^  ^  ^ jf  if  
i anq- iH ^ i W f  5id

^  3ih ift «ifer ^  I 
^  ^  j f  ^  3nrt 3F5»T̂  arft yq/hi»i 

snvTR c; \
Snf̂ 'cTNT̂  ^  ^  ^ I f lT ^  ^
0̂. r̂ra- ^  f  I ^  cn ^ 5 ^

^  qTH iM  i f  anr^  ̂ ^  ^  ^

7t =tt #  I ^  tn viiiqf̂ jra'
fSTT^ ̂  q f l f t  f  I arrfl^

*f ^4iH Hii^i ^  ^
^  ^  ^  f W f t  »Tf?ft #  I

^  5T5RT ^  ^  f*l>l mIcJT̂
^  SRT fh lT  I ^  n l 'i i  ^  ^TW 

ars^R" f  1 ^cT^ j f ^  4  3nr4 j f

TnF̂ r )̂t 4  ^  r<̂ î ^ i ^ir
VI ^  ^ 3RT? ^  5 H

crhrf ^  f  ?rt 3?n^

sblT I

i f  aircr « f r ^  ^  

n ^  ^  ^  *f I *f ̂

iRregT ijfr^rr #  5fk » f  ^

^  ^  i l J W  ^  I ? lff qf? r=T 5frr

^ifcif ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  f  I ^  ?5raf *f 

^  «P ^  ^  ^  HiVr I <rti5 H ^  m/

fsTm s ^nr^ ^  ^  f  i ^
STFT^ i  I ^

w *T. q5«r, sft?, «nraRT ^ I

v T y ^  3ITT O T  ^  I ^  *T^

<DQni 3TW f s T ^  art*? HI^H ^  w r f f ^  

5T ^  I anqr w r i W i  fs^

^  3TFT ^  ?5f^ ^rnf arft ?nT*r

psnftRT «»^-I I fiRT ^  in;

^  T ^  ^  i W y  3r^  ^  ^  1 ^
^  ^  anft apq^r ^arr f  i ?ift

^  h W  ^  *TT ^  I I^Pfd

^TFT ^  a?f? fipT cii^-i ^  airr ^ rr 

f a n  CpTFT *f 

^rrfW ^  ^  I iM  tW f  I

? rw T  chf ^  ^  ^  art^

?nTW ^  ^  ^  i

fT?lT? CIO IJ^O ^caTW: an^ JT

#  ^  feT^ ^  ^aiT

^  I ^^9T <ltr Î m  aif*? ^

*f ^  ♦ii'1'11 4^J|l(, cjr<  ̂*i

^  ^  ^  y r f W  ^
S^rNr ^̂ *+)"di jhr ^ i

^  imf̂ TT h ; ^
fT=n̂  ^  ^  ̂  ^

^  ^5Rpfi 2PT ^  9 R H  ^hn,

>d ?ftrm a m  ̂  !̂WT*t  ̂ »i i f  t r ^  *f

!!■ «rrar ^ ?ff r̂pf ̂  *̂T5r îfptt i
4ft JTT«f5TT f  h i ^  » 5 ^

fTT^lf^ V T ^  I T̂T*r ^  ^TW

^  ^  ^
JTTRcTT i f  \i'Hq>l <RV1̂

3fRT ^  ^  ^  ^  ^
f  lî  ^  ^  wmV" f
?>s(W}<il/i ÎH*fl •qi?5<J ?25

f i r  ^  4 ^TW ^^pTHJpf snfap) ^  ^Tl^

y  *i^ 5 dl*  ̂ i f  aPT^ ^ 'i*  ̂ ITFtT i f  ^  f f  1 

| i r  iTFici ^  ^

arf? 5*ii<i fsiTPT ^hrf fiTW

^r? 9>i*̂  ’V V it , ?lt f ^ n f  5Tvri >a 

WcHTT ? * r ^  I ^  ^  ^4~n}<r/) 2pT m
^  Ji<r4*?̂ a:;̂ - ^  ^  ^
iTR?t i f  ^  a m ^  ^  ^

i f ^  iteIt v  ^  f n r  7 T ^

?rfVf» T O  TIRT i f  ^  q? ^ li ih ft  f ,
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^  \3 ^ ^ ?nnp

<=♦> ^  <n ^

g| /̂«tcT<( STRj ^  ^
4  ?^r^rr vj aif? ^
t̂ vrriT ^  ^̂ nrqPT ^  ^ if  ^
MffTM ^npf ^  ̂ N\ rjTSd m ^

^  HT3FVT ^  arr^ ^  #  i
w  <T? ^  3rf? ^

^  r̂hiT TTzn, ?n ^  ^
^  ^  *R

^TPT^ a^T^ I

3tM V w  «T^TVf ^  ^  ^

I r q f ^  ^ a f,
^  ^  ^  ^  ?RRfhr

T̂TrT f  ^  ^ra- 'T^Tvf ^  ^  fBlfg- ^
^  3T5^ ^  ^ \ p5T̂  Jp

3rt̂  ar^ w ^  f̂ p ^
v t s h r  s^ciT^ ^  ^

^Rprf ^  ^TllW ^  3IT^
^ p V * ^  t  ^ ̂  ^  ^  ^  ^

^KT T̂̂ T̂ iP ^  r̂nr V7^
3rf? ^  ^  ?f T?r 5iW  ^
f W r f  ^  ^  ^  h )  3fT?^

^riV ^riV w^ ^ f  <3!?̂
^KT tr̂ Tvf* ^  ?5pT? i 3(if̂  ■arpr

H ^ nk ^ ^  3 T f^

^  ^  5 F ^ V ?  ^  «̂eV 3rh ^oo ^

frf ^  yiTVt 3tW )
?rr5 ^  »T ^  ^  HV9IT I ^ ?cT^ STFT

?WNr  ar^ arf? M N r

^  3rnr ? s iW r  ^  rrW qpt 5if ^
^  ^jFT ^  ^  viH^ri

fTT^ 3 ^  ^  3rft fir^  afpqr
q> 4</? «iii^ 3rf? >d̂ «?>7 TFT ^  *5^nt^ ^  
^n?T ^iT«!i> ^ i r  h i^h  ^  ^ R n t

^  rfhr r̂rw ^  f ,̂ 9T?fmFr *211 ^  <Tf^
^  TTi ^  ^ ^
?T5ni5 ^  ^  5 -Hi/ vnR^^hr

^  ^  5 ^4* fTvTBTPft

f  w ?Nn JTft iVqr ^rzmr
?rf ?rw ?T T  ^  s r ^  ^  a n r  

¥t 5 W ?r ^  ^  I ^

^mr if  rfk 3TFf ^  qn^^i ^
^  ?r^ ?rq̂ | if  g“ if̂ iT

^  ^  aiHT fkrr «TT I fW ^  ^if^ ^  ^
f h r  I

9T̂ n  ̂ 3TTIT̂  W?TT ^
3rf? ^  ^  ^ apTTT f̂5T=f ^

^  rnn?> ?^Hni ^nuT ^  1 ^  ^
4  7T̂  R̂TTOT ^  H  ŵ  ^  

^  ri f,
W  ̂ >iJ-l̂ l TT  ̂ ^  3T^ 3rf? T̂TO

’ T^>HT?r ^  ?P ^  I 3TN^ f i r  IPRST ^

^ m r ^  ^TW riT ^  I w ^
^  ^  far^TRP^ ^  ^ 3 ^  ; i f  ^r^PT^

^  f?«rf?r ^  ^^<?)i «rfer a n ^  sr irt

’^Tf?rT ^  I ^  a n r  ^  Jn>H f ^  ^  

?fk ajf? gr? 4  ^
Tw^ a n q ^  ^  ^  ^r?

l i rn  ^  ^ jf
^  I W  ^ w  aiTfift ^ipT

3TRTT #  ^  afTT  ̂ w  T ^  4

i W  ?rr? anRT ^  ^ 7^  iJttt 1 ? f  

^  ?5?> 3TFT f i r  ^  3 T m ^

^ ^ r ^ i  ^  ift ^nv ^  ^  ^  ^ ^ J i i  

q^TR- | ir  w

^  ift « n r  f w  iira- 4 W f  arĝ  f f ,

f W ?  W  ̂ ^  ^  § t  ? n f^  ^n arr^

^  ^TW 3 T ^  ^  71 ̂  I 2T^

f i w

^  7 ^  ^  I arrr^ ?H

V ” ^  ^  ^  ^
iT fJ W h r  ^  7i| f . ^  a r ^

^  ^  I 3nq- f i r  h<H?^<ri ^  anpf 

^  ?̂FRf f r w  f ^ w  ^7 ET^ihr ^

v^fRT ^riF^ ? ,  ^  3 T ^  ^ h r  f  arf?

n̂ETVT ^^PTW V 7 *^  ^  f *i

^ 3 ^  ?5r*f ^  ^  i  H
^W^l 5lf T ^ T  ^  3TT?nr T̂T?f
^  ^  f?p ^  thrr
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#, arnr ^  t o
^  SFPTTFT ^  wr^ ^

Tsr^\ ^  >3n^ ?cT^

TfVr m ^  VR c ^

3TTBT ^ \i -icT) 3n7PT =RT̂  ^
3Rr? 3 ^  l[JT̂  ^ ^  ^  ^  anr^ ^
rlT̂  3njW ^ M|4j|1,
^  ^ ^  T̂RITT ^  ^  ^

WtTT ^  !̂\H WT̂  ^  ^

f  arft
>̂r=TT ^  ^  <IT^M I

cTM:tr4‘̂  ^  ^  #

*5^  ĴTTW wf ?R ir
T̂W9fT ^  ^  ^ 3fnr  ̂ ?ffT ^ irf 

^  3 n fw ?  h n ^

^  5T#

^  W ^  >âm*i

^•n «c  ̂^  >a ^  ^  T^’tii ^

>311̂ 41 tira^ irfV^ ^  ^
^  IT# ^  m ^  5̂»R̂  ^  ^  ^  
«TT j f  mrsr ^

^  fsT̂ TRT ?T ^ ^  ^  HT?ft
^  3*^ r̂r§ '^Wtii *IT F̂̂ rff̂ p 

^  ^  T ^  T̂ttt fhrr ^  i

3nr5T ^  d'^Mi' 3fN^ ^hnrw ^  
snftRiif ^  ^  ^  «RT >dH4
^  STTcT fit 3TN^ fhn ^  ^
^  ^ T fT  i ;  ^  ^  ^  5T  ̂ I
a r ^  ^  #  ?9f) ^  ^  ^  ^
^  ^  ^  ^  I

?Ŵ  m̂ HT ^ ?=P r̂rai" ^  3nr 
h ; ^  5T̂  ^  ^nr^ f  ^ 3 ^  ^  3TTT

ilN y  ^  Ht7T3, 3u1f̂
xT̂ RTw ^  ^  ? H ^  ^  tfi^TW m̂> 

^  art*? <HW ^  ^  5«<ii41'  ̂
T5T^ ^  ^rN?r n

\ 3if? ^  Tcgf ^  M̂ cJ

^FT^ ^  ^  I m ^;;€Tf ^

a  ^  I

T̂w ?Tw 3rnr
l*n?  ̂ 3?p^ ? r « n r ^  ^ vw^ ^  ̂ fr  f
^  ^RT 9R ^  vmwV?

^  5TTC  ̂ ^  ^  ^T F ^  f  I

? n i^  ^  tr? arw ^ tjet ^  i

w  #  ^ k f  ^  ^  $n f^  #  ̂

^  ^  ^  \
ar?T̂  ^  3ITq- w t  3(ft

^  ^  ^  ^  e lTI^ f  a i N ^

h?imT^ ^  mwm ^  #, jft
3TFT WŴ  ^  ^STFTRT  ̂ ^ ^TIVhI 

^ah^\ 3JW ?f ^  I tW f  h i
3TFT <fii5*il ^  Ĥi*̂  3ff? «Tfr̂  «r? r̂f?

I 3TT>i h N kT ^  <|<M̂ lf

w?rnf i?w$hr ^  t̂ft̂

^TvRTm tr  ̂ 5T  ̂ ^  \ ^  ^  ^
♦} «̂  5 a ^̂ fl<«-tr j|̂ dtmti iil«f»il ^  ^  3lf?

3iN ^ 3T^ +  ^  <Tw^r^hr

^ik^TT ^  ^ T  ̂f  ^  ̂  ^  t
\31<*̂  ^ *1 <ir< ^r?^ >d *t9>l

^  ^  sp ifw  I

a^-?n  ̂ ?TT̂

^  «?)5 »ii xll^Jll âi4 tHW
3rf? ^FviRT ^TR ^  >̂TR̂  ^  ^Tvf ^  

^  ^  hr?Ffi

^nM", f
«r?f ^  ^  7 ^  f  ^

^  afwm H ^  ^  ^  ^

anrft ^  ^  i 

?W ) irwy ^  ^ ^

’n  \dH«  ̂ 3nFT aiWrfivr i^,

3Trgf ^  ^ ?5r  ̂ iff 3T?TT f nniFr #,
3lf? ^H'J ^  1̂  ^  ^  3T5^

T̂RT ^  3ff  ̂ Jp  "clî  3 T ^  y P T ^  *T?

^  ?!T1 SfH" JH R f f ’̂ rZTT I ^  *T^

» T ? ^  ^ m«fWT ^PF%  ^  ?«?W

I H?rRn5̂  ^  ^7W ip  3hm«#>1 V9T9̂
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ih r  <n?r  ̂ f  ^  ^

1̂ , j fw m ^  w rm  ^  f  ?HV?r ^
3IN^ 3T5f ^  ;3fN^ »T«nT^ ^
?TT^ ^  ^  fiif) ^  ^
?W ^ 5T k f3T f?w f«f?T T ^ ?^ h T ^  ?f?lR 
^  ŷ T̂ f) q-ĉ I ^ msi*i ^ tii'/i

^  ^  ^TT  ̂ =9rfr#, ^
^  f  I

if  j f  3rî  arfvf̂ i =r ^  ^  3R?f 
^  ^  ^nr?n ^  3ih ^  irf 

w ^  en4 >d44«*>i ^nnfiT ^t?h

<  *

Shri D. C. Sharma: 1 join all those 
who have offered their congratula
tions to our Railway Minister. When 
I look at the Railway Minister, I think 
he has an efficient ihand in a silken 
glove. He combines efficiency with 
humanity and, I think, that is a great 
thing which any Minister of our Gov
ernment can have. But, when I look 
at the railways—as I travel up and 
down all over the country— am re
minded of the history of India which 
I used to read or which is read even 
now by students. Our history of 
India is divided into four periods, 
Ancieat India, Mediaeval India, British 
India and Free India. While I see 
here and there some signs of Free 

India> so far as our railways are con
cerned, I see many signs of British 
India and a few signs of Mediaeval 
Indi*a and also of ancient India. My 
desire is that the whole of the Rail
way Administration should feel the 
impact of freedom and that it should 
be expressed not only in the matter 
of staff, in the matter of reorganisa
tion but also in everything which 
affects the railways. There is one 
thing which I have not been able to 
understand all these days, though so 
many persons had been at pains to 
explain it. That is the matter of 
telescopic rates. I know that the hon.

Deputy Minister was trying to ex
plain it last evening. I may say with 
my limited intelligence that I could 
not understand why telescopic rates 
have been introduc«i ia preference 
to flat rates. I say ths in all serious
ness, because I know that whatever 
the Government of India does has got 
to be explained to the common man 
in the villages, cities and towns. I 
would ask this question: How are you 
going to explain the telescopic rates 
to the ordinary common man in the 
village, say, in any part of the Punjab 
or in any part of India, and convince 
him that the Railway Minister has 
done this thing in the best interests 
of the common man, I think I can
not do so and nobody can do so. We 
are talking of a socialistic pattern of 
society. It is very good, but I must 
say ^ a t socialism should beg^ from 
below, and socialism should believe 
in giving the largest benefit to those 
persons who constitute the very basis 
of the country, the very basis of the 
population. We have got strange 
contraptions devised by the Railway 
Board, which is called a three-legged 
contraption. If it is going to be a 
contraption, I would say that instead 
of having three legs, we should have 
five legs for these telescopic rates, 
the first from one mile to 50 miles, 
the second from 51 miles to 100 miles 
and the third from 100 miles to 150 
miles. It should be so because the 
common man is going to be hit by 
these telescopic rates. With all our 
advocacy, with all our eloquence and 
persuasion, we will not be able to 
convince him that the Railways are 
doing their best for him.

The Railways have given a great 
deal in the way of passenger ameni
ties, but I must say that by enhancing 
these rates so far as the first leg is con
cerned, they have taken away with 
the left hand what they have given 
with the right hand. Therefore, I 
would say that, first of all, this ques
tion of telescopic rates should be dealt 
with, and I would be very happy if 
the hon. Minister would make an 
observation in his summing up of the 
debate that the telescop.'c rates are
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£oing to be abolished and nothing 
will give the country greater happi
ness than this. Even if it is not going 
to be abolished altogether, at least let 
it not affect those persons who would 
travel short distances. That is the 
& st point that I wanted to say.

The second point is this. The Rail
ways are having a new look, and 
there is no doubt about it. But I do 
not see that new look in much of the 
branch lines and in the neglected 
parts of the country, but all the same 
there are signs of new look visible 
everywhere. I would say that this 
Dew look should apply to our develop
mental programmes also. The other 
day I asked a question about 
locomotives and about wagons anil 
coaches and about the preparations 
that were being made to make our 
-coimtry self-supporting in these things. 
I must say that adequate provisions 
do not exist in this country to meet 
these requirements, especially in 
"view of ttie fact that the total num
ber of passengers is going to increase 
on account of so many social factors 
that are at work in the country. I 
would therefore, say that the develop
mental programme of our country 
need a great deal of revision so that 

it can catch up with the needs of the 
times. Again I woulcj say that one 
^ood thing has been done amongst 
the many good things and it is this 
that the hon. Railway Minister has 
stated that the controversy regard
ing the regrouping of Railways is 
now closed. I am glad he has made 
this statement and I must say that 
^he regrouping of Railways is a for- 
"ward step. I know how local in
terests, regional interests, provincial 
interests and all other vested inter- 
*ests were opposing it, but I am glad 
that the Government was not influ- 
^ c e d  by such opposition. The re- 
.grouping of Railways, which -has 
been done on a scientific basis for the 
purpose of administration is going 
to do a lot of good to the country.

People talk about bottlenecks. I 
:«know bottlenecks exist even now and

there are difficultly in the movement 
of coal, but the bottlenecks at 
Moghalsarai and other places had 
been eliminated to a considerable 
extent only because of the regroup
ing of Railways.

One point more and I will finish 
in two minutes. I was going to refer 
to the quarters which the Railway 
Ministry has built. There are so 
many divisions and sub-divisions of 
those quarters. On the one hand we 
have the goal of a classless society 
before us, and on the other hand, the 
Railway Ministry is perpetuating new 
classes in terms of quarters. I would 
request the hon. Minister to see to 
it that the sub-classifications which 
we have in the matter of these quar
ters disappears as soon as possible. 
One sentence before I finish. You 
know very well that most of us 
represent a backward areas in 
this country and most of us from 
those areas and 1 have the good 
fortune to represent a backward 
area. Our Minister has given us 
a statement about the new lines 
that are going to be opened and
if we are going to proceed at that
snail’s pace, the backward areas of 
our country may have a chance of 
new lines in an other 20 or 50 years. 
Can we wait till then? I do not 
think we can wait till then. I would 
therefore, say that backward areas 
like Hoshiarpur and Kangra in the 
Punjab, which I have the privilege 
to represent, and Santhal Parganas, 
which my friend here represents, 
should be given a chance. It is good 
to those who have already some
thing; it is much better to give to 
those who do not have but hope to 
get something; it is best to give to 
those who have no hope of getting 
anything. I would, therefore, re
quest the hon. Minister to look into 
the needs of the backward areas and 
give them a place on the map of the 
railways of India.

Shri Achuthan <Crangannur): I
am very glad to be able to congratulate 
the hon. Railway Minister, who, though 
the shortest among men, is the biggest 
employer in India, with an investment of
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Rs. 1,000 crores and an employment 
personnel of one million people and is 
ably assisted by the Major-General Shri 
Shahnawaz Khan, a jolly good fellow.

My main point is with regard to re
vision in the railway rates. I do not 
know the urgent need for this revision 
at this juncture when the Railway 
Ministry themselves say lhat they are 
going to appoint a committee for this 
purpose. The increase of fares for tlis- 
tance upto 150 miles will affect my 
State because all the third class pas
sengers may have to pay something 
more. They ought to have taken care 
to see that the cart is not put before 
the horse in enhancing the rate of 
third class passengers travelling upto 
150 miles. I hope the Railway Minis
ter will come forward today and say 
that he will increase the legs from three 
to four.

1 P.M.

Then, with regard to new lines in 
our area, I should like to say •a few 
words. It is a pity that Stouthem laidia, 
as a whole, because of its geographical 
position and big mountains, is not well 
developed in regard to railway lines. 
The Ministry is going to have a survey 
of the eastern and Western regions of 
the south and I appreciate that. There 
are some of the main lines which are 
going to be taken up by the railways. 
I refer to Tinnevelly-Trivandrum-Cape 
Comorin line. There is a big doubt— 
that is, whether it is Trivandrum-Cape 
Comorin or Tinnevelly-Cape Comorin. I 
do not see any reason for such a divi
sion of opinion. It is a necessity. Every 
one knows that it is a very thickly 
populated area, having a heavy traffic. 
So, necessarily, the survey must be 
from Tinnevelly and Trivandrum to 
Cape Comorin. This is the southern 
most region of this great country.

Another line to which I shall refer 
is the Trichur-Kollengode line. It has 
been investigated; survey was done 
years back. A lot of commodities such 
as rice, onions, chillies, jaggery* pulses, 
etc., have to go to the western region 
from the eastern region. Shri Alagesan

knows all these things. AH these com
modities must now come via Qlavak- 
koda, to Trichur. If a railway line is 
opened between Trichur and KoUen- 
gode, aU commodities from the western 
region, namely, coconut oil, betel-nuts, 
fish, etc., can be taken to the eastern 
region. So also, from the eastern re
gion all the goods can come to the 
western region. Ditto with regard to 
the Tellicherry-Mysore region. That 
also has to be taken up and first priori
ty must be given to these regions.

Some concession is given to the trans
port of foodgrains and pulses. I ap* 
preciate that. But something more 
must be given; that is, concessional 
freight rates must be applicable 
to fruits also. Bananas and Jack 
fruit must find a place in North 
India. So also, apples and oranges 
must find a place in South Ifldia. So 
unless some more concession like this 
Is given to the traders, permitting them 
to send these fruits through express 
trains to the regions concerned, the 
particular section of agriculturists, 
namely, the horticulturists, may not be 
given scope for their improvement. 
T h ^  must be given encourgement. 
There are some concessions given to 
food materials and manure;, and simi
larly, concessions should be given to 
the fruit-growers for transporting 
fruits.

Now, why don’t the Government con
sider giving some fare concession to the 
Members of the State Legislatures? 
M.Ps are given free passes throughout 
India. The Members of the Legisla
tures also deserve very good concession 
so that they can Iravel throughout the 
country and see for themselves what 
things are going on in the country. So, 
necessarily, they must be given some 
concession at least by the next budget, 
so that all Members of the Legislatures 
of states must have an occasion to 
visit all parts of India and see how 
our great country is progressing eco
nomically and culturally.

Some concessional rates have been 
given for travel during Deepavali and 
Dussehi*a festivals. People in my part
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01 the country have got Onam, Christ
mas and Pongal. I do not know why 
these festivals have been omitted. Peo
ple eelftbrating these festivals are liv
ing all over the country and they neces
sarily may have the idea of going back 
to their places for these festivities. 

For instance, Onam is celebrated for 
a week. A number of officers celebrat
ing these festivals are in North India. 
Previously, there was the P.T.O. con
cession, to officials and it is no longer 
there. So, in addition to the ccncession 
fares for Diwali and Dussehra, we must 
have concession for Christmas, Onam 
and Pongal festivals. Common officers 
are really asking: “Are we do to be 
here continuously for a number of 
years? Don’t we want to visit our fa
milies in the South? We want to see 
our parents” etc. This factor also must 
be taken into consideration. '

With regard to the facilities for pas
sengers in the trains, I should like to 
say a few words. The commode syst«n 
of lavatories in trains and waiting 
rooms must go. The Indian people are 
not accustomed to use the commode 
system. I myself feel the difficulty. 
Hereafter you must see that all those 
commodes are taken away from the in
tel: class and second class coaches and 
the waiting rooms and the Indian sys
tem is adopted. Moreover, there is 
scarcity of water in the laterines. A 
number of people have to wait because 
there is no water available in the lat
rine*. After using the latrine, if there 
is no water, what should they do? 
These are primary necessities which 
cannot be postponed or prolonged.

Then, with regard to catering in the 
railways. It is good that we have im
proved the catering. There is the de
partmental catering in the Southern 
Railway. A tiffin carrier meal is sup
plied at Rs. 1^-0. Shri Alagesan may 
have tasted it, before he became Minis
ter, and of course, he may now be going 
by air. It is really better than North 
Indian meals. I request you to see that 
this system is introduced throughout 
the country so that people may have an 
tdea of the food supplied, and satisfy

while travelling, with sufficient but not 
costly meal and other facilities, their 
minimum requirements.

Shri Debeswar Biamiah (Golaghat- 
Jorhat): I thank you for the opportunity 
given to me, and I thank you also for 
having given me the opportunity to 
speak a few words on behalf of the 
most neglected comer of India.

Mr. Cfaairman: Time is very short.
Shri I>ebeswar Sarmah: Time is very 

short and I shall also be very brief. As 
regards the telescopic rates, I associate 
myself with aU that Shri D. C. Snarma 
had said. It will hit the common men 
most. As regards the neglect of the 
north-eastern comer of India in the 
matter of railways, I have only to give 
one illustration. It is not an isolated 
case. It is a matter of common crcur- 
rence. When there were floods in As
sam in June and July last year, a lot* 
of clothes were collected in Bombay for 
the relief of flood victims in Assam 
and these were despatched in June and 
July last year to Assam. They reached 
the State in February this year. It 
took six to eight months for these re
lief clothes to reach Assam from Bom
bay. A big chunk out of it was lost in 
Siliguri. I say this is not an isolated 
instance. This is a common occur
rence.

We are thankful for the expeditious 
work on the link line in the North
Eastern Railway. But the portion bet
ween Kishangunj end Amingaon goes 
off for about three to four months every 
year during the rains. I gather there 
is a certain alternative scheme under 
contemplation of the Railway Ministry 
for the portion in North Bengal. But 
we have not heard about any alterna
tive scheme being contemplated to re
place the worst affected portion in As
sam secticm of it so far. I hope an al
ternative route will be taken i;p and 
that in his reply the hon. Minister will 
say something regarding this line.

In the first Five Year Plan. Assam 
has not been able to spend much money. 
Only about 33 per cent of the total 
amount allotted has been spent, and
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blame has been sought lo be laid on 
Assam for this seeming inefficiency in
ability to spend money. But the rail

way commimication goes off for six 
months in the year. Durini? the last 
year, it was off for sixth months. The 
steamer companies are owned by for
eigners— t̂he British,—and are manned 
mostly by Pakistanis. Whenever there 
is trouble due to natural calamities^e 
railway lines go off due to floods. The 
Pakistani hands in the British owned 
steamers, I think, number about 98 
per cent, and they went on strike re
cently. In Assam, thtre is no cement 
factory, no paper mill, and when out- 
iide capitalists look for starting such 
factories, transport is the most serious 
handicap. With railways off for four 
to six months in the year, with stea
mer service indifferently working, how 
can a State carry on development work 
effectively and efficiently, particularly 
when all essential goods such as ma
chinery, cement C.I. sheets etc. have to 
be imported from outside. That is the 
snag there. With this state of affairs, 
if the transport system is not properly 
looked after in this frontier State, what 
can the people do? And then there is 
the crying need for extension of the 
Railway from Terpur to North 
Lakhimpur in the North Bank. This 
State remains the weakest link in the 
chain of transport, development as 
well as defence of India.

[S h ri Barman in the Chair}

A bridge on the Brahmaputra will 
pay its way in time. Abolish the pre
sent ferry system and if necessary levy 
a snlali toll—per maund or ton, or what
ever it is—and the bridge will pay for 
itself.

During earlier Session of this House, 
the Railway Minister was pleased to 
li8U6 comforting assurances. Later on, 
we were deprived of this also. Of 
course, I am not saying that comforting 
assurances alone can carry us far. I 
submit that the controversy between 
Jogighopa and Pandu for railway bridge 
should not stand in the way of cons
tructing the bridge over the Brahama- 
putra. Whereover the railway engine

ers or expert decide as the best site, a 
bridge should be constructed; it may 
not be any further delayed.

T h ^  there are the Garo Hills for ex
ploitation. This ar6a cohtsdns cOal, 
limestone and various other naturjd 
sources. We can gather mica and other 
things from here. I understand that 
there has been soom  traffic survey over 
this place. Let us hope that the .Gov
ernment will not delay the proposal for 
having a railway line connecting the 
Garo Hills with some river post or Rail
way Station, and that it will be taken 
up in the remaining period of the 
Five Year Plan.

In this frontier State which is affect
ed by earthquakes and by floods of 
Brahmaputra, a safe and secure rail
way line is a prime necessity. I hope 
this matter will receive urgent con
sideration. Just as I illustrated that 
flood relief clothes from Bombay 
took about 8 months to travel 
to Assam, a big chunk of its mis
sing at Siliguri the sweaters and other 
things sent missing and the blankets 
and other things booked from Bombay 
in June and July last year reached 
Assam only this February—now the tea 
industry is crying for manure. The 
agriculturists are also asking for man
ure, and manure cannot be had be
cause there is a bottleneck of trans
port. The season for manuring tea wiU 
be practically over by the time it 
reaches. Then again, at Dittfugath 
a protection work and spurs are being 
constructed but there is shortfall in 
supply of railway wagons and the re
sult will be that lakhs and lakhs of 
Government of India money would be 
simply thrown away into the Brahma
putra because if the propose scheme 
cannot be completed in time the floods 
in Brahmaputra during this coming 
June, July or August will wash away 
everything.

I hope that this far-way frontier 
area of India, which is lying neglected, 
will receive the attention it deserves.

Shri Damodara Menon (Kozhikode): 
Sir. I do not want to take much time 
and therefore, in view of the very very
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[Shri Damodara Menon] 
short time at my .d^jjpsal I ^ a ll  con
fine myself to sim^lH^umerating some 
of the points which* I fondly hope will 
receive the consideration of the Railway 
Minister.

I do not want to repeat what has 
already been said here about the tele
scopic rates and freights. There is no
thing basically wrong about our intro

, ducing telescopic rates and freights, but 
it must be done in a manner that 
does not affect the poorer section 
of our society. In the Report of the 
Taxation Enquiry Commission it has 
been suggested that about freights 
an enquiry is necessary in which the 
railway officials and members of the 
Planning Commission should sit toge
ther so that our freight system may 
be thoroughly reorganised. I wonder 
why the hon. Minister could not have 
waited for the report of the contem
plated Commission, he wanted to ap
point before the freight system and 
also the fares were altered.

Another point I want to touch is a 
general point. It is about the compe
tition between road and rail traffic. This 
matter has not been touched by the 
hon. Minister in his Budget Speech. In 
our developing economy it must be 
possible for us to see that there is no 
wastage and that there is no unneces
sary competition between, road and rail. 
In my own district I find there is a 
lot of competition between road and 
rail. There is a railway line from Cali
cut to North Malabar and also there is a 
road running parallel to it.. I know, 
as a matter of fact, whenever the rail
way time-tables are likely to be modi
fied, there is a rush of bus owners 
and the companies which run the bus 
routes to the Madras Railway Office. 
I am not making any allegation, but 
somehow when the railway time-table 
comes it comes in a manner which 
gives the bus owners ample opportunity 
to have this sort of competition. There
fore. apart from the general question 
of our not wasting our energy in tra
ffic by this sort of wasteful competition, 
it must be possible for the Railway 
Ministry to enquire into this matter.

Before I conclude, I want to say one 
or two things about my own district.
It has been stated about Calicut that it 
is an ancient city, but the railway sta
tion there is more ancient, it appears 
now, then the city itself. A remodel
ling of this station is very very neces
sary. I hope the hon. Minister will see 
to it.

Regarding retiring rooms, there has 
been an indication in the Minister’s 
speech that he wants to introduce a 
new type or retiring rooms. In Malabar 
District there is no station with a re
tiring room. I would suggest that re
tiring rooms must be provided t̂ Shora- 
nur, which is a railway junction, as well 
as at CaUcut.

Now, regarding the new railway line , 
which has been pleaded for by Mr. 
Somana and Shri N. P. Damodaran—I 
am speaking of the railway line from 
Coorg to Tellicherry—I hope this line 
wUl be immediately taken up. Coorg 
is a unit under the Centre and I want 
to ask: is it not a matter of shame that 
the Railway Minister himself, if he 
wants to reach Coorg, will have to take 
some conveyance other than the train?

Shri T. B. Tittal Rao: He takes the 
plane.

Shri Damodara Menon: If it is neces
sary for him to reach that place it must 
be possible for him to go in a train 
also. Therefore, apart from all our 
considerations of development and all 
those things, I hope this railway line 
will also be taken up immediately.

^  hrm  f  hrq ^  ^

^  ^  ^  ttVN" ypnTT ^  ^

<«fr 4  ^  ^  f
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?PF̂ F̂r ^  irf* ^  it
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^  f  \ ^ ^  ??T^ f
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^  4  Ŵ JiMt if ^
^  ^  «i aPT? arrr̂  /̂ I'J 5̂̂ snr ^
5Rnr ?if airr ^  «t̂  ^  ?*i5



Railway Budget 4 MARCH 1955 for 1955.-56 1086

[6\"0 ~ ~

-«<l ~ ~ ~ f I ~ ~ ~
cnm ~ l'Cf; ~ ~ ~ ~ QTqi

~ ~ ~ 1o~'T<rm ~ I

~;i;;IT~~f~~~~
~~<!i~~rn em
-~ ~ f I ~TN;i ~-~ ~
~~~~~~-C!il" rn

~- ~ \\;rQ m ¥ rCfilT *~~~-
vim 'n] ~_ CfilT f ~ «<l ~
~mrn ;nff~~I;;ITm
C:,\?HC~ ~ ~ f <f ~ ~ ~ ~
~ l1< ~ f l'Cf; <f ~ qff ~
~.~ ~ C!il" q;iT m ~
Qdl?l(IQC ;nff ~ ~ I ~ m i[Of
-~ C!il"~ rn <!i\\;rQ C!il1iT (Cfi+f

:~~~wm
~~~~T'iRC<fiT~

T<rm 7T<ITf ~ m ~~ ~Of m
~ ~ ~ ?Cfi «<l ;;ITqt ~ <mf ~ ;i
q;tf f m +t:fi i[Of ~ QTqi Io<nor . ~
i[OfC!il"~~~rn~1

Shri Bogawat (Ahmednagar South):
.1 must congratulate the Railway Minis-
ter and his lieutenants for the able
administration of the railways. We
are very grateful to the late Shri
Gopalaswamy Ayyangar and the pre-
sent Railway Minister for doing a
number of things and improving the
railway admlnistration. Because.. we
.I:annot forget the conditions of the rail-
'ways just after the 'end of the Second
World War and also some years there-
after. We had no more than goats and
sheep in the railway train and many
passengers had to remain in the sta-
.tlon because they could not get accom-
modation.

. T cannot speak for want of time about
many other things and also about the
leveral amenities that are being looked
into by the national and public utility
Industry of the rsdlways. Weare
proceeding, progressively our objective

being> a socialistic pattern of society.
· and I will triank God when we see the
· nay .when the tiller becomes the owner
of the soil and the worker the master
·of fhe industry.

Railway workers would be the mas-
ters. but they must deserve it and I
would request the railway workers to
take a vow that they would .never at-
tempt at any corruption. It is a stigma
·on the railways if people say there is
corruption in it. They must tnke it
into their heads that as they are the
owners and masters of the railways
·they will see that henceforth no worker
will make any attempt whatsoever for
~ettinl'r any illegal gratification or any
·such inducement.

After saying this I wish to point
out that many Members are or the
opinion that there should be no classes
on the r:anways. In 1953-54 even the
Railway Minister had made a reference
·in his speech that the classes should be
abolished on the railways. But proper
steps in that direction are still not
taken.

I wish to say that at leastfhs fares
up to one hundred miles should not be
increased, because the length of the
railway in one district is just about a
hundred miles, or thereabout, and the
ordinary common people travel in the
district for several transactions. So
it will be a burden on them and it will
be a useless thing to say that we are
proceedipg to create a classless society.
So I would request the Railway Minis-
ter that this point should be thoroughly
gone into, and if at all any rate is to
be increased it should be beyond one
hundred miles up to three hundred.

After saying this I wish j 0 draw the
attention of the Railway Minister to
one missing link on the railways. I
will mention this point and finish. The
Khandwa-Hingoli line is being taken
up. It is a metre gauge. railway up to
Parli Vaijnath. In order to join the
north and south metre gauge and the
western metre gauge, and to benefit
the backward and undeveloped area
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Chere,it is necess-ary to connect Parli
Vaijnath to Poona via Dir, Sheogam,
Ahmednagar, God Nadi, Alandi. In
some of these parts there is always
famine, scarcity and unemployment,
though the lands are rich and yield
very good crops of oilseeds and -there
Js also a cotton area in my district.
There area number of sugar industries
and other industries which are deve-
loping. There is also the God Nadi
River project. Therefore this line is
quite necessary. There is a very big
transport here. There are big fairs at
Paitan, Ambajogai and Alandi; like the
Pandarpur fair. They have no railway.
Not only that. There is a big Train-
ingMilitary School at Ahmednagar, and
even the Military Department has re-
commended this railway. It we look
to the map it will be quite clear that
this railway is necessary and essential.
Unless it is taken up, the problem or
the underdeveloped areas or of famine
and unemployment would not be
solved.

I do not wish to speak more on this
because I have already made a repre-
sentation to the hon. Minister and I
have received a reply that they are
considering it. So I would just request
bim to take into his earnest considera-
tion this missing link from Parli Vaij-
nath to Poena via Dir, - Sheogam,
Ahmednagar, God Nadi and Alandi.

"ft ~ (~) : ~ CfIlf ~ ~

1f~ ~;f ~ 'tRl ~ ornr ~
• mJf'f ~, ~ Cfin'fT t; ~ \Pf ~

Prrf m ,~.p.fi ~ '<-<:fA" t:T I
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~ CfiT ~ >IR'li' qff -hT ~..rr
t5 ~ ~ qff ~ '<-<:fA" -{' ;arli.~
-m-;m<fl~~m~~
4Jl~~;f~~f~~
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Shri L. B. Shastri: I am thankful to
hon. Members for the trend and tone
of their speeches which were throughout
very helpful. Several matters have
been dealt with by the Deputy Minister.
I need not .e;oover them again. I shall
touch upon a few other general pro-
blems referred to by Members in the
course of the last two days.

I am sorry that Shri Asoka Mehta
and Shri H. N. Mukerjee were 110tgood
enough to carefully examine the facts
and figures mentioned by the Deputy
Minister ann myself only two days back
in respect of the better performance
of the railways during the current year
I shall not go into these facts and
figures again. But. I do want notice
to be taken of the fact that during the
last 9 months. the railways have regis-
tered a distinct improvement on the
operational side. I have never tried to
exaggerate matters. When I make this
claim. the House can realise that J do
so on the· basis of solid facts. The
improvement made is. no doubt, parti-
cularly marked only during' the past
few months. But. I have a feeling that
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it has now come to stay. I do realise 
that it will be latal for railways if this 
progress is not maintained. Rolline 
stock would be imported and manufac
tured in the country to meet our re
quirements. But the time factor has 
always to be kept in mind. Similarly, 
the increased line capacity works are 
also quite big, and they will take their 
own time. Getting the required parts 
and components and other necessary 
material, especially, steel is also an im
portant factor. The limitations arc 
there. But, we should have the deter
mination to surmount them. May 1 
assure the House that we are planning 
on the right and proper lines? Dr. 
Krishnaswami is perhaps afraid that 
we are not looking ahead and are mov
ing in the old conservative way. He 
need have no such misgiving. Provision 
has been made in the Budget for 
large-scale surveys with a view to our 
being able to take up construction work 
from the very first year of the Second 
Five Year Plan period. Proposals for 
the survey of about 1300 miles of new 
lines and 900 miles of doubling have 
been made to be undertaken during tne 
Budget year. The surveys for* new 
lines, I think, may have to be raisea 
further frOTn 1300 to 1500 miles. This 
is going to be a 1>î ' task. The question 
of adequate technical personnti la Im
portant and urgent. We wHl have to 
use all our talents, young and old to 
complete this work. Some of the exis
ting rules, if necessary, may have to be 
relaxed to attract the required person
nel. Similarly, the Railway Ministry 
will l\ave to plan for other things as 
well, raw materials, rolling stock and 
personnel. They will have to be ar
range for within the required time 
so that time lag is not permitted to in
terfere with our programme or work.

I have already mentioned in my 
speech about the creation of a planning 
cell in the Railway Board office ai'd our 
intention to strengthen it further. I 
have also created only a few days ago 
the post of a Deputy General Manager 
of Planning in each Railway so that 
there is hot only proper planning and 
coordination, but implem«itation of 
the works programme of each Railway

is carried out according to schedule. 
There is no doubt that the Railway 
Board and the Railways will have to 
gear up all their resources to take up 

this vital and colossal task of adequately 
providing the transport needs of the 
country. I have a suspicion, and I 
hope it is wrong, that there is a sub
tle move to put all the blame 
on the Railways if the other sectors of 
the economy do not come up to ex
pectation. I know the task of the tail- 
ways is a most dif&cuilt one in the cir
cumstances prevailing today. Indus
trialists and others have had no pro
blems of such magnitude to face either 
before 01 now as the Railways had to 
tackle during the war and after the 
Partitioix. I sometimes feel sad to thinh. 
that these difficulties are riot fully rea 
lised and there is no word of cheei 
for those thousands of our railwaynien 
who are engaged in the stupendous 
task, in the most difficult perioti In the 
history of the railways, of not only 
rehabilitating railways, but of deve
loping them to meet the growing n t^ s  
of the country. There may be snorl- 
comings and some mistakes too. But, 
those alone can commit mistaken who 
really do the work and aie on the 
march. I have every hope that the 
Railway Board and the railways would 
rise equal to the occasion and succeed 
in removing all fears and .nisgivlngs 
wherever they are entertained. Even 
if they occasionally falter, 1 do not 
mind. But, I do want them to aim high 
and put in their best and most genuine 
effort

It is true that I have not given  ̂
clear idea of our development 
gramme for the future, relating to the 
Second Five Year Plan. But, it would 
surely be premature to do so on my 
part as our Plans are not complete tJid 
they have not yet beei finalis*ed. ITie 
different States, the various Ministries 
concerned, and the Plannfaig Commis
sion have to be consulted and we ure 
in the process of doing so Three im
portant items of the Plan would na
turally be new constructi<m including 
doubling the lines and otiier works de
signed to increase the present line
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capacity, self-sufficiency in rolling stock 
stores and other equipment, and un
proved working including Uie exten
sion and expansion of our present 
maintenance works. The other things 
would automatically follow, the im
portance of which could not, of course, 
be minimised. In all these three mat
ters we are not only planning on an 
ambitious scale, but are, in fact, going 
ahead with many schemes which will 
gradual^ show results as time passes. 
For new constructions, I would cer
tainly like to plan for 5000 miles. But,
I shall not like to commit myself defini
tely unless I have made myself quite 
sure about the resources available to us. 
But, from the proposals chalked out 
by the Board, which have not yet come 
to me so far in a definite and concrete 
form, I have an impression that it might 
at least go to 4000 miles inclusive of 
doubling. Careful thought, I arn sure, 
has to be further given to this matter 
as this is the most important item of 
work on the railways on which the 
eyes of our country are fixed with 
great hopes. It is no smaU attempt— 
I hope hon. Members would afirree—on 
the part of the Railway Board to deve
lop 50 per cent increased capacity for 
the next Five Year Plan over the esti
mated demand at the conclusion of the 
First Five Year Plan period. This 

' substantial increase in capacity is be
ing planned to meet the likely demands 
during the next Five Year Period. That 
will naturally cover the normal increase 
in general traffic and the traffic anti
cipated to arise in respect of the new 
steel plants, expansion of the cement 
industry and other known projects.

I was somewhat amazed to hear Shri 
Bhagwat Jha Azad and one other hon. 
Member referring to the speech of the 
Finance Minister, that the railways 
were not able to contribute their full 
quota, with their own further observa
tion that the railways should find 
funds for the developmental works 
frcrni their own resources. Shri Jha 
wants backward areas to be opened 
up, and rightly so. Lines constructed 
for this purpose will be unremunerative 
lor some years to come, and yet he sug

gests that the railways with aU their 
existing commitments should be abto 
to contribute in full towards their con
struction and operation, which even 
the Finance Minister does not expect 
us to do. There is perhaps a tendency 
sometimes to pick holes even when 
there is hardly any basis for doing so, 
for avoiding which I expect the Mem
bers on this side at least to show a 
better sense of awareness.

The development on all sides, es
pecially in the public sector, has to be 
carried out on a colossal scale, and 
every unit of the Government has to 
contribute its utmost. But, in order 
to execute the various plans for build
ing up the whole country, not only the 
resources of aU will have to be pooled 
together but special steps like deficit 
financing or raising of loans from this 
country and abroad would have to be 
taken, so that the heavy and huge 
physical requirements of the Plan are 
properly met. I am sure that the other 
hon. Members do fully appreciate this 
aspect of the problem, and that there 
will be no cause for criticism on that 
ground.

I may also say that the figure of Rs. 
800 crdres has been mentioned, but I 
should like to tell the House that this 
is only tentative and that the final 
figure will depend upon the over-all 
size of the Second Five Year Plan and 
the share allocable to the railways* 
We are planning not merely in moooB 
terms that is, what funds are to be 
expended each year. We are rather 
thinking in physical terms of the maxi
mum utilisation of the existing resour
ces and of expanding capacity not only 
to meet the anticipated increase in the 
next five years, but over n lon̂ ê̂  
period. We are. at the same time, 
keeping in mind the measures necessary 
to recruit and train additional staff 
required in various categories. The 
employment potential In the railway 
development is an Important aspect 
from the point of view also of helping 
to solve the unemployment problem in 
the country as a whole. I hope that 
in my next budget speech I should be 
in a Doaition to furnish a clear pictur#
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of the plans required for the second 
five year period.

In this context, the House, I am sure, 
will appreciate the reasons for our ex
penses going up against which an equi
valent revenue would not be found for 
a few years at least. During the first 
two or three plan periods this trend 
will surely persist and, therefore, while 
commenting on the mounting expendi
ture on the railways, this feature, I 
hope, would constantly be borne in 
mind.

There are other reasons for the in
creasing • expenditure, most of which 
being unavoidable, and I would not 
weary the House with further details. 
However, I must assure the House that 
in spite of what I have said, aU efforts 
should would be made to effect 
economies in aU branches wherever 
possible.

Shri T. K. Chaudhury is, I am afraid, 
misinformed about the report of the 
Efficiency Bureau. The Bureau was 
never entrusted with the task of ad
vising the Board about the increase in 
the number of present zones. The 
Director of the Efficiency Bureau was, 
in fact, asked to examine certain as
pects of the working and the r-erform- 
ance of different railways and I might 
tell him that he discharged his duty 
efficiently. The Railway Board has, 
indeed, profited by his reports and the 
question of turning down his recom
mendations never arose at all. Shri 
Chakravarti, the Director of the Effi
ciency Bureau, happens to be one of 
our top officers and it would have been 
so unfair to deprive him of his pro
motion to the General Manager*s Post 
for which the officers quite naturally 
look forward from the very start of 
their career. Shri Chaudhuri might as 
well ask Shri Chakravarty about his 
prrference and satisfy himself further 
If he so desires.

I have clearly expressed my views 
about regroupiiag, and would suggest 
to Shri T. K. Chaudhury to read them 
again. But one thing I must say. I 
do not want to keep alive the contro
versy of regrouping for long as it might 
perhaps prevent us from taking a

dispassionate view of the needs of the 
railways in the growing economy of 
the country and the expanding rail
way administration.

I shall touch a few other points men
tioned in this House before saying 
something about the new lines. It has 
been suggested that the Grand Trunk 
Express should be speeded up. I en
tirely agree with it. I think it should 
be converted into a mail train and its 
speed considerably increased. But I 
have to make one request to the Mem
bers of the House, and the request is 
that the Railway Board should be given 
full freedom to cut down halts etc., 
without any interference on our part.

Shri Alga Ral Shastri (Azamgarh 
Distt.—East cum Ballia Distt,—West): 
Surely. ,

Hon. Members: Yes.

Shri L. B. Shastri; We will naturally 
consider filling the gap where we do 
away with the halts by other means.

Shri Somani wanted that I should 
decide early about the appointment of 
the Freight Structure Committee. I 
have already referred to this in my 
budget speech, but I might as well in
form the House that the Committee 
referred to would be appointed very 
soon.

Shri Giri has made the interesting 
suggestion that the time has now come 
when, beginning with the public sec
tor, the worker should be conceded a 
voice in the control of industry. He 
has gone on to say:

“If we have to begin somewhere, 
we should begin with the railways 
by conceding a voice for the rail- 
waymen in the control of the indus
trial system.

Of course, the degree of the 
voice depends upon the construc
tive wisdom of the WQrkers and 
their organisations, and simply 
because we concede a principle, 
it does not mean that we should 
concede it immediately.”

This is what Shri V. V. Girj had 
said. I need not p y  much about my 
personal opinion on this matter. But
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because I have been giving thought 
to this matter for some time, per
sonally, I will be prepared to consider 
this suggestion favourably. That 
much I can say, but of course, as 
Shri V. V. Giri has stated, the condi
tions precedent for the implementa
tion of this suggestion should first be 
created by the workers, and for this, 
as Shri V. V. Giri has further pointed 
out, the maintenance of unity 

I amongst railwaymen is essential,

Shri Frank Anthony has made some 
suggestions in regard to the compen
sation claims. But I am afraid that 
it would add to our cost. But the 
question of designing wagons which 
would keep water out in areas having 
heavy monsoon will, however, receive 
the consideration of the Railway Ad
ministration. .

Shri Asoka Mehta referred to watch 
and ward employees, whose services 
were terminated because they had 
submitted representations. I would 
not deal with each individual case, 
but I would like to clear up Shri 
Asoka Mehta’s misunderstanding, 
which is based on an one-sided ver
sion. The correct facts are that the 
two chief overseers of the Watch and 
Ward Department of the Western 
Railways were asked to appear for a 
departmental test for promotion to the 
grade of sub-inspector, . watch and 
ward. They failed to appear at the 
written test, but put in a representa
tion which was couched in improper 
and even offWisive language insinuat
ing foul play on the part of the supe
rior officers, for which there was no 
basis. This amoimted to misconduct, 
and the security officer decided to re
duce them to the post of overseers, 
the next lower grade, after following 
the normal procedure. The legally 
correct procedure required that in 
6uch cases the services of the men 
should be terminated in accordance 
with the rules, and they should be re
employed in the lower grade as over- 
Mers. This was done, and they again 
jsibmitted appeals, which after con
sideration were dismissed.

Shri Asoka Mehta has also ques
tioned the necessity of a committee to 
examine the co-ordination of railways 
and coastal shipping. I shall not say 
much on that subject, but I would 
like to tell him that in view of the 
difficult nature of the subject and the 
paucity of relevant data, the setting 
up of an expert committee appears to 
be the only rational course to under
take examination of the various as
pects of the problem.

Shri Frank Anthony has particular
ly warned Government against any 
complacency and any tendency to 
support bureaucratic infallibility. I 
can assure him that I am far from 
being complacent, and not inclined, 
as a matter of course, to support de
cisions taken at various levels of the 
Railway Administration; but I cannot 
also outright reject their decisions 
merely because appeals have been 
submitted. It is true that in some
cases delays do take place, but the
Railway Administrations are con
stantly directed to minimise delays. 
If I am not misunderstood, I would 
like to inform the House that my ex
perience is that there is a growing 
tendency to put in representations to 
the General Managers, to the Railway 
Board, and to me, against any orders 
passed unfavourably to an employee. 
This can only result in duplication of 
work, and possibly lack of adequate 
attention to representations of per
sons having a genuine grievance, I 
would, therefore, appeal to all con
cerned to exercise discretion and res
traint in sponsoring such complaints.

I shall, as pointed out by Shri 
Frank Anthony, look into the question 
of early announcement of the results 
of the Selection Boards. I entirely 
agree with him that there should be 
minimum delay in regard to the 
announcements of the results of the 
Selection Boards.

Shri U. M. Trivedi—he is not here 
now— referred to the construction of 
metre guage locomotives in Ajmer 
workshops, and wanted to know the
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reason why the workshops have not 
been developed for the purpose. In 
fact, Ajmer is one of our biggest 
workshops, and there are proposals of 
further extension and expansion of 
that workshop. But the fact is that 
the lay-out of the Ajmer workshops 
is not suitable for the efficient manu
facture of locomotives of modem de
sign, apart from there being no spare 
capacity in the workshops. This 
work, is therefore, being ccmcentrated 
in TELCO.

Shri Thanu PiUai and Shri J. R. 
Mehta referred to the injustice done 
to the ex-State railway officers in the 
matter of equation of posts. On the 
other hand, Shri Ramachandra Reddi 
protested against the importation of 
€x-State railway officers at the cost of 
Government railway officers. I am 
trying my best to make an objective 
approach to this matter, and I am re
examining the matter hi the l i^ t  of 
the criticisms and suggestions offered 
in this House and in the other House.

Shri Namblar c<Mitended that rela
tions with railway labour were un
satisfactory, and that Government 
were partial to certain unions. Well, 
Shri Nambiar has sometimes tried to 
make our relations unsatisfactory___

Shri Nambiar: Not in the least.
Shil L. B. Shastrl: but I am glad 

that he has not succeeded so far. I 
would like to reiterate that the rela
tions between Railway Administration 
and railway labour have continued to 
be cordial during the last few years. 
Government are not partial to any 
unions, but I might make it clear that 
I have no intention of permitting re
cognition of any unions other t>»an 
those formed by merger by or with 
recognised unions. I shall not go 
into one of the other points he has 
mentioned, namely the average pay of 
class IV staff, for that can be discuss
ed later on.

Some of the hon. Members have 
suggested construction of new Unet 
in the areas In which they are inter
ested. Reference has been made to

Bangalore-Salem, Madurai-Karur- 
Salem as alternative to Salem-Tiru- 
chirapalli, Trivandrum-Cape Comorin, 
Bombay-Mangalore, Tellicherry-
Coorg-Mysore, by the Members from 
the south. One hon. Member from 
Madhya Bharat mentioned the need 
for conversion of the gauge of the 
railways in GwaUor, and the bridging 
of the gap between Shivpuri and 
Agar. A suggestion was even made 
by one of the Members to provide 
rail facilities between Rishikesh and 
Rudar Prayag that Is on the 
Himalayas. I can only assure the 
hon. Members that new construction* 
will be carefully examined and under
taken in the best interests of the de
velopment of the country.

Shrl H. N. Mukerjee referred to the 
electrification of the Calcutta subur
ban section. He would have noticed 
from the Budget papers that a sum 
of Rs. 2 crores has been provided for 
the Howrah-Burdwan-Tarkeshwar line 
in 1955-56. The electrification of 
Sealdah and other suburban lines 
will have to be undertaken in a latter 
phase. I am myself keen that the 
first phase should be completed as 
early as possible, so that we might be 
able to take up, and go ah^d with, 
the next phase. May I also say that 
we all feel proud of Calcutta and 
Bengal? I can, perhaps, quite under
stand Shri H. N. Mukerjee now tak
ing shelter behind parochialism, when 
all the other weapons in his armoury 
have

2 p. M.

Some hon. Members, namely Shri- 
mati Tarkeshwari ^ h a  and Shrimati 
Ila PalchoudhUry suggested the taking 
over of the light railways by the Cen
tral Government. In this connection, 
we have decided after careful thought 
that Government Railway contiguous 
to the light railways should under
take a comprehensive study of the 
narrow gauge lines in their jurisdic
tion, and to report whether It would 
be advantageous to replace the lines 
on the same or other suitable align-
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ments by broad gauge or metre gauge 
railways or by road-ways. I shall, 
as suggested by Shrimati Tarkesh- 
wari Shiha, naturally give further 
thought to the point raised in regard 
to the Baktiarpur-Rajgir line. In re
gard to the Baraset-Basirhat railway 
mentioned by Shrimati Ila Palchou- 
dhury, the Eastern Railway has been 
asked to undertake a preliminary 

 ̂engineering and traffic survey for pos
‘ sible broad gauge link from Basirhat 

to Hasanbad for which a provision of 
Rs. 25,000 has already been made m 
the budget for 1955-56.

Shri Nevatia has mentioned about 
restoration of dismantled lines in 
Punjab and U. P. A number of lines 
dismantled has been restored all over 
India. The cases of the balance are 
stiU under consideration.

Ch. Ranbir Singh referred to the 
Rohtak-Gohana line. As I told him 
yesterday, in fact, it would have been 
more useful if he had made that effec
tive speech in the Punjab and dis
cussed about that line with his own 
Chief Minister. Anyhow, as I have 
said, I am prepared to review that 
project and I shall get into touch with 
the Punjab Gk)vemment immediately.

Shri Somana mentioned about the 
paucity of railway lines in the Mal- 
nad area and in Coorg. The hon. 
Member is, no doubt, aware that the 
survey for a railway line between 
Hassan and Mangalore is in progress. 
The question of further lines in this 
area will be considered later on when 
the survey for the Mangalore-Hassan 
line has been completed and a deci
sion taken on its construction. I also 
attach sufficient importance to the 
development of the West Coast and 
the Railway Board, I might inform 
the House, is fully seized of the 
matter. The Konkan area would also 
be covered by that.

Pandit D. N. Tiwari made a refe- 
ence to the Sonepore station..............

PaaAt D. N. Tiwari (Saran South)* 
N. E. Railway.

Shri L. B. Shastri:..........and in a
general way, to the conditions pre
vailing on the North Eastern Railway.

Pandit D. N. Hwari: Beyond Go
rakhpur.

Shri L. B. Shastri: I might tell
him that we will certainly see that 
the Sonepure station is improved ahd 
I shall advise the Railway Board to 
consider the question of providing a 
foot over-bridge over the platforms 
as soon as possible.

Swami Ramananda Tirtha has 
mentioned about priority being given 
to a particular line in Hyderabad 
State. The Railway Board shall cer
tainly bear the special plea made by 
the Members of Parliament from Hy
derabad in this connection in mind.

About the Assam link, it has been 
suggested that an alternative route 
should also be considered. Well, I 
may inform the hon. Member that that 
question is already being studied by 
the Railway Board and the survey 
may have to be taken up early.

The question of opening up of the 
Adivasi area, referred to by Shri 
Bhagwat Jha Azad. will also be taken 
up for consideration in connection 
with the Second Five Year Plan. I 
also propose to include surveys being 
taken up in the budget year of Satna- 
Rewa-Govindgarh and Nepani-Rai- 
bagh links.

It has been suggested that the 
Chamrajnagar-Satyamangalam link 
shcmid be taken in hand.........

Shri M. S. Gumpadaswamy (My
sore): Immediately.

Shri L. B. Shastri: I am afraid I
shall have to disappoint the hon. 
Member. • This project was approved 
by the Central Board of Transport 
who recommended that it should be 
considered along with the Khandwa- 
Hingoli link. The Khandwa-Hingoli 
link has been given priority in order 
to link tbff north' and south metr*
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gauge systems. For providing a link 
between the southern metre gauge 
systems, an altemaUve link from 
Bangalore to Salem has been suggest
ed as being preferable. A survey to 
determine the cost and trafllc pros
pects of the Bangalore-Salem line has 
been ordered and the relative merits 
of the Chamrajnagar-Satyamangalam 
oroject and Bangalore-Salem line 
will be considered.

Shrt M  S. Gumpadaswamy: You
have not said 'no* anyway.

Shri L. B. Shastri: I have not saia 
‘no*.

An Hon. Member: But not imme
diately

Shri L. B. Shastri: Shri T. B. Vittal 
Rao has criticised the proposed Bez- 
wada-Gudur doubling. I might in
form him that the matter has already 
been discussed with the Southern 
Railway and investigation has been 
ordered for a broad gauge alternative 
line from Kazipet to Machlere on to 
Kumbum joining the Bezwada metre 
line north of the Penner river near 
Nellore.

sity to avoid any adjustment which 
might operate harshly on the common 
man, and in keeping with the wishes 
of the hon. Members of this House, 
as also those of the Rajya Sabha, I 
propose that while the telescopic basis, 
of the fares mentioned in my budget 
speech may be retained as a whole, 
there wiU be no increase in fare in 
the case of III class passengers tra
velling by ordinary pass^ger . trains, 
within a zone of 50 miles.

Shri M. S. Gnrapadaswamy: Small 
mercies.

Shri L. B. Shastri: It is not 30.
The railways will be losing about a  
crore of rupees.

As the bulk of the long-distance 
passengers are carried by mail and. 
express trains, it is necessary that the 
telescopic fares are introduced for 
the benefit of the long-distance pas
sengers I, therefore, propose to re
tain the basis indicated in my budget 
speech for mail and express trains. 
I hope, however, the House will per
mit to come up later with these very 
reasonable proposals regarding fare 
increase, if the condition of our finan  ̂
ces would call for the same.

I might now say a few words about 
the rates and fares. It was in the 
context of our increasing expenditure 
that I had suggested a slight increase 
m rates and fares. I have given full 
thought to the matter, and speciaUyto 
the small increased burden which will 
have to be borne by the common man. 
The increase was the minimum that 
could be thought of, though it did 
mean some additional sacrifice on their 
part, which our countrymen have not 
grudged so far if it contributes to the 
general prosperity of the nation as a 
whole. I am really thankful to Shri- 
mati Sinha, Shri Somana and Dr. 
Krishnaswami for the support they 
lent to this proposal. But the discus
sions held in this and in the other 
House have clearly shown the strong 
feelings held on this subject. I am 
m3Tself deeply conscious of the neces

Criticism was also levelled against 
the increase in the rates for ‘smalls  ̂
and the imposition of a surcharge. 
There was hardly any intention to get 
any revenue out of it, and it was pro
posed only with a view to releasing, 
more wagons for public use in the ex
isting tight wagon position, but as it is 
felt that the smaller industries might 
be hit hard, in order to relieve the 
incidence of freight in the case of 
‘smalls’ I propose that instead of 12i 
per cent, surcharge on ‘smalls’ up to 
20 maunds, the surcharge may be re
duced to 6i per cent., and the mini
mum freight for ‘smaUs* might remain 
at the existing basis of Re. 1 instead 
of the proposed Rs. 1-8-0. These pro
posals will undoubtedly reduce the 
anticipated surplus but that will, I 
hope, fully meet the wishes of the 
House.
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^  5 c < ®Ĥ'4 ^  3lf*? $
^  T̂Pmr t^Rnf giw

3IRTT T^  fsRFt 3fFrt 3nT^ ^  
^  T15 ^  ^  îTtr I ^"rNh
fhrr, 5TT^ fjR eW  I fp ) l  ?ff*T ^

I ?lt C ’H’ ^  IT T

s n r r ^  f t  ^  t  

3ift ^  f  \ ^  ^  v w ^
fSRRT VT^rr ^^RT fV ^5̂  ^  I

TJEnf ^  ^  HH^\ \
«T^ ^ I 3hm*̂ 1 onnt

j f  ^  ^̂ TRT ^  ^  ^
^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^
^  fW^oFT H T f ^  ^  ^  ^l<ti ^  ^  '® l̂ l̂ 

^  ^  ^  f t  I

l^iri T. B. Vittal Bao: As the RaU
way Minister has not said an3rthing 

" about publishing the original rei>ort 
of the Accidents Enquiry Committee, 
may I know whether he is going to re
consider his decision or not?

Shri L. B. Shastri: WeU, the hon.
Member has heard the speech of Shri 
Shahnawaz Khan. Having heard his 
speech very closely yesterday, If he 
has anjrthing else to suggest, he can 
suggest that to me. I do not think 
that Shri Shahnawaz wants that his 
original report should be published.

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS FOR 
1955-58—RAILWAYS 

Mr. Chalmuin: So. we may now go 
to the second stage, the voting on 
Demands for Grants. A large number 
of cut motions to various Demands 
have been tabled by Members. \ s  
usual, the hon. Members and Traders 
of Groups may hand over th# num




