
3797 Calling attention to matters of 1 
urgent public importance

[Shri L. B. ShastriJ
(the 31st March 1954), when an ex
plosion occurred in the third class 
bogie No. 320. which was the fourth 
coach from the engine. Jagatbela ia 
the third stalion after Gorakhpur on 
the Gorakhpur-Gonda section of tiie 
North-Eastern Railway. This coach 
was completely smashed and the two 
adjoining third class coaches also 
suffered slight damage. Besides or
dinary passengers, a few civil police
men. who were carrying some explo
sive. were also travelling in the 
coach. As a result of the explosion, 
28 persons were killed, including five 
policemen and 35 were Injured, of 
which 16 were  ̂ serioui cases. Of 
these 16, tlhree died on^lhe way to 
the hoapital. An ambulance special 
with principal Railway officers left 
Gorakhpur at 9-30 p .m . for the site 
of the accident and the District 
Magistrate and the Superintendent of 
Police followed them in a motor 
trolly. The Chief Medical Officer 
happened to be travelling by the ill- 
fated train and rendered first aid to 
the injured. Twenty-four injured 
passengers were admitted to the Civil 
Hospital, among whidh 7 are serious 
and 8 were admitted to the Railway 
Hospital, among which 6 are serious. 
Tho condition of one patient in the 
Railway Hospital Is reported to be 
very serious. The District Magistrate 
and the Senior Deputy General 
Manager, North-Eastern Railway, 
visited the Injured in the hospital at 
1 A.M . this morning. Of the killed, 
onlv 5 policemen and 7 passengers 
have so far been identified. Through 
running of trains ihas not been in
terrupted.

3 P.M.

Shri Kelappan (Ponnani): May I 
know if explosives are allowed to be 
carried in carriages occupied by pas
sengers?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I c a n n o t  a l lo w

Q u e s tio n s . The hon. Member may 
g iv e  n o t ic e  o f  a q u e s t io n ,  i f  n e c e s 

sary.

APRIL 1954 3798

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS—continued.

Mr. Depu^-Speaker: The House
will now proceed with the considera
tion of the Demands for Grants Nos. 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 111, 112 and 113 re
lating to the Ministry of Communi
cations.

Members and Leaders of Groups 
may hand over the numbers of the 
cut motions which they select to the 
Secretary in fifteen minutes. I will 
treat them as moved if those ihon. 
Members in whose names those cut 
motions stand are present in the House 
and they are otherwise in order.

The usual time-limit on speeches 
will be observed. I will place the
Demands formally before the House.

D e m a n d  No. 5— M i n i s t r y  or C o m 

m u n i c a t i o n ^

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Motion Is:

“That a sum not exceeding 
Rs. 10,43,000 be granted to the 
President to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charges 
wlhich will come in course of 
payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of Match, 1955 In 
respect of ‘Ministry of Communi- 
catfoild'.”

D e m a n d  No. 6— I n d ia n  P o s t s an d

T e l e g r a p h s  D e p a r t m e n t  ( I n c l u d in g  
W o r k in g  E x p e n s e s )

Mr. beputy-Speaker: Motion is:

“That a sum not exceeding 
Rs. 42,64,26,000 be granted to the 
President to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charges 
which will come in course of 
ba3Tnent during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1955 In 
respect of 'Indian Posts and Tele
graphs Department (Including 
Working Expenses)*.”

D e m a n d  N o . 7 — M et e o r o l o g y

Mr. Deputy-Speak^r: Motion is:
“That a sum not exceeding 

Rs. 1,05,01,000 be granted to the

♦Moved with the previous sanction of the President
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President to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charges 
wfhich will come in course of 
payment durini; the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1955 in 
respect of ‘Meteorology’.”

D e m a n d  N o . 8— O v e r s e a s  C o m m u n i -  
CATIONB S eRVICI

Mr. Depoty-Speaker: Motion is:

“That a sum not exceeding 
Rs. 86,37,000 be granted to the 
President to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charges 
wftiich will come In course of 
pajrment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1955 in 
respect of ‘Overseas Communica
tions Service’.*'

D e m a n d  N o . 9— A v ia t io n  

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Motion is:

' ‘That a sum not exceeding 
Rs. 2,32,04,000 be granted to the 
President to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charges 
which will come in course of 
payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March. 1955, in 
respect of ‘Aviation’.”

D e m a n d  N o . 10— M is c e l l a n e o u s  D e 
p a r t m e n t s  AND E x PENDITURB UN
DER THE M in is t r y  o f  C o m m u n i 
c a t io n s

Mr. Depaiy-Speaker: Motion Is:

“That a sum not exceeding 
Rs. 23,23,000 be granted to the 
President to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charges 
which will come in course of 
payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1955, in 
respect of ‘Miscellaneous Depart
ments and Expenditure under the 
Ministry of Communications’.”

D em and  No . 11— C a p it a l  O u t l a y  
ON I n d ia n  P o s t s  an d  T eleg r aph s  
(N o t  m et  f r o m  R e v e n u e )

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Motion is:

“That a sum not exceeding 
Rs. 14,97,59,000 be granted to the 
President to complete the sum

necessary to defray the charges 
which will come in course of 
payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1955, in 
respect of ‘Capital Outlay on 
Indian Posts and Telegraphs 
(Not met from Revenue)*"

D e m a n d  N o . 112— C a p it a l  O u t l a y  o n  

C iv il  A v ia t io n

Mr. Depaty-Speaker: Motion i s :

**Th«t a sum not exceeding 
Rs. 3,11,67,000 be granted to the 
President to complete the sum
necessary to defray the charges 
which wiU cdme In course of 
payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1955, in 
respect of ‘Capital Outlay on 
Civil Aviation’.”

D e m a n d  No. 113— O th er  C a p it a l

O u t l a y  o f  th e  M in is t r y  o f  C o m 
m u n ic a t io n s

m ,  Depaty-Speaker: Motion is:

“That a sum not exceeding 
Rs. 6,77,96,000 be granted to the
President to complete the sum
necessary to defray the charges 
which will come in course of 
pa3nnent during the year ending 
the 3lst day of March, 1065, in 
respect of ‘Other Capital Outlay 
of the Ministry of Communica
tions’.”

I have now got the numbers of the
cut motions which the hon. Mem
bers may formally move.

Increasing number of unemployed 
pilots

Shrt T. B. Vittal Bao (Khammam):
I beg to m ove:

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Ministry of Communica
tions’ be reduced by Rs. 100.”

Delay in publication of Master Com- 
mittee Report etc.

Shri T. B. Titial Rao: I beg to
move:

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Ministry of Communica
tions’ be reduced by Rs. 100.**
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Recognition of **Kara** for a village 
post office and not **Pakuthy**

Start N. Sreekantan Nalr (Quilon 
cum M avelikkara): I beg to move:

“That the demand under th* 
head ‘Ministry of Communica
tions’ be reduced by Rs. 100”

Failure of Government to integrate 
airlines

Shrimati Renu Chakravarttj (Basiiw 
hat): I beg to m ove:

“That the demand under tha 
head ‘Ministry of Communica
tions* be reduced by Rs. lOO.**

Failure of Government to stop con-‘ 
flicting business interest for nationa^ 

ligation

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: I beg
to m ove:

•
“That the demand under the 

head ‘Ministry of Communica
tions’ be reduced by Rs. lOO.’*

Parliamentary Commission to hold 
enquiry into causes of loss in I.A.C, 

etc.

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: I b eg '
to m ove:

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Ministry of Communica
tions* be reduced by Rs. 100.*'

Policy of Air India International in
ignoring union of workers

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: I beg
to m ove:

“That the demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Communica
tions’ be reduced by Rs. 100.”

Uniform pay scales and service con- 
ditinns for labour

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: I beg
to move •

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Ministry of Communica
tions’ be reduced by Rs. 100.”

Non-extension of Postal Life Insur^ 
ance to ordinary citizens

Shri U. ML Trivedi (Chittor): I beg 
to move:

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Indian Posts and Tele
graphs Department (Including 
Working Expenses)’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

Providing Postal facilities in all viU 
lages with a population of one thou^ 

sand or more

Shri Sivamarthi Swami (Kushtag'i): 
I beg to move :

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Indian Posts and Tele
graphs Department (Including 
WorkiTig Expenses)’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

Introduction of mobile post offices 
in rural areas

Shri Sivamurthl Swami: I beg to
m ove:

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Indian Posts and Tele
graphs Department (Including 
Working Expenses)’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

Increase of pay scales of Hyderabad 
State Postal employees

Shri Sivamurthl Swami: I beg to
m ove:

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Indian Posts and Tele
graphs Department (Including 
Working Expenses)’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

Opening of telegraph offices in all 
Taluk headquarters in Hyderabad 

State

Shri Sivamurthl Swami: I beg to
m ove:

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Indian Posts and Tele
graphs Department (Including 
Working Expenses)’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”
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Providing telephone offices in all 
Taluks and big business centres in 

Hyderabad State

Shri Sivamurthi Swami: I beg to
m ove:

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Indian Posts and Tele
graphs Department (Including 
Working Expenses)* be reduced 
by Rs. 100/’

Creation of new cadre of Assistant 
Inspectors of Post Offices

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: I beg to
move :

‘That the demand under the 
head ‘Indian Posts and Tele
graphs Department (Including 
Working Expenses)* be reduced 
by Rs. 100.*'

Realignment of unions in the depart- 
ment as put forward by D, G. P. & T.

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: I beg to
move :

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Indian Posts and Tele
graphs Department (Includi^ 
Working Expenses)* be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

Inadequate accommodation in Post 
Offices

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: I beg to
m ove:

“That the demand imder the 
head ‘Indian Posts and Tele
graphs Department (Including 
Working Expenses)* be reduced 
by Rs. 100.**

Lack of quarters for employees of 
Postal Department

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: I beg to
move:

**That the demand under the 
head 'Indian Posts and Tele
graphs Department (Including 
Working Expenses)’ be reduced 
by Rs. lOO.**

Discriminatory and prejudicial treat- 
ment towards ex-State employees of 

TravancoreCochin State

Shri A. K. Goiialan (Cannanore): 
I beg to move :

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Indian Posts and Tele
graphs Department (Including 
Working Expenses)* be reduced 
by Rs. 100.*’

Payment of salaries according to 
Central Pay Commission scales to ex- 

State employees

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: I beg to
m ove:

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Indian Posts and Tele
graphs Department (Including 
Working Expenses)* be reduced 
by Rs. 100.’*

Extension of telephone connections to 
rural areas

(Peramba-Shri Boovaraghasamy
lur): I beg to move :

“That the demand undej* the 
head ‘Indian Posts and Tele
graphs Department (Including 
Working Expenses)* be reduced 
by Rs. 100.**

Fiscal policy of the Department

Shri T. a  Vittal Rao: I beg to
m ove:

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Indian Posts and Tele
graphs Department (Including 
Working Expenses)* be reduced 
by Rs. 100.*’

Appointment of a Committee of MJ ŝ,
for fudicious allocation of surplus of 

the Department

Shri T. a  Vittal Rao: I beg to
m ove:

•That the demand under the
head ‘Indian Posts and Tele
graphs Department (Including 
Working Expenses)’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”
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Need for increasing postal and tele
graph facilities in Kota and Sreehari^ 

kota areas in Nellore District

Shrl Ramachandra Reddl (Nellore): 
I beg to move :

*'That the demand under the 
head ‘Indian Posts and Tele
graphs Department (Including 
Working Expenses)* be reduced 
by Rs. 100.”

Need to increase house rent and other 
allowances to P. T. Offices in NeU 

lore-cum-Kontr offices

Shri Ramachandra Reddl: I beg to
m ove:

‘That the demand under the 
head ‘Indian Posts and Tele
graphs Department (Including 
Working Expenses)* be reduced • 
by Rs. 100.”

Treatment of ex-State employees of 
T. C. State integrated in Central 

Services

Shri N. Sreekantan Nair: I beg to
m ove:

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Indian Posts and Tele
graphs Department (Including 
Working Expenses)’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100.’*

Publication of meteorological /ore- 
casts in detail in Regional languages

etc.

Shri Sivamurthi Swami: I beg to
m ove:

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Meteorology* be reduced by 
Rs. 100.**

Working of Air Corporation with 
special reference to its failure in 

avoiding accidents

Shri Sivamurtiii Swami: I beg to
m ove:

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Aviation* be reduced by 
Rs. 100.**

Failure to redress grievances of Civil 
Aviation Department employees

Dr. N. B. Khare (Gwalior): 1 beg 
to m ove:

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Aviation* be reduced by 
Rs. 100.**

Failure to recognise Civil Aviation 
Department Employees Union

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: I beg
to move:

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Aviation* be reduced by
Rs. 100.**

Failure to grant free medical service 
for class IV staff of Civil Aviation 

Department

Slirimati Renu ChaiciaTartty: I beg
to m ove:

‘*That the demand under the 
head ‘Aviation* be reduced by
Rs. 100.**

Failure to give decent living quarters 
to Class IV staff of Civil Aviation 

Department

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: I beg
to move :

“That the demand under the 
head ‘Aviation* be reduced by
Rs. 100.**

Failure to allow Class IV staff of
Civil Aviation Department to contri-- 

bute to G. P. Fund

Shrimati Remi Chakravartty: I bag
to move:

“That the demand under the
head ‘Aviation* be reduced by
Rs. 100.**

Security of service of Civil Aviation 
Department staff

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: I beg
to move :

“That the demand under the
head ‘Aviation* be reduced by
Rs. 100.**
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Setting up of an Expert Committee to 
look into wage structure, living and 
service conditions in Civil Aviation 

Department

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: I beg
to move :

‘That the demand under the
head ‘Aviation’ be reduced by
Rs. 100/’

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Discussion
may now proceed on all these De
mands and cut motions which are 
placed before the House.

Shrl A. M. Thomas (Ernakulam); 
Sir, I have very great pleasure to 
support the Demands relating to the 
Ministry of CdSimuhications. Sir, 
the progress achieved by the Com
munications Ministry in the expansion 
of communication facilities in our 
country after the attainment of our 
independence constitutes a proud re
cord of the popular Government.

Sir, by 1953 for the five years pre
ceding that year 35,000 new post 
offices had been opened. The ideal of 
one post office for every village is 
near fulfilment. The progress of 
opening new post offices under a group 
scheme is now under way. Sir, under 
the group scheme, as has been given 
out In the oiXLcial publication, 2,390 
more post of&ces have been opened 
by this time. I gather that it has 
been estimated that about 25,000 new 
post offices will be opened by the 
year 1956 under the new scheme. By 
December 1953, 150 combined tele
graph offices had been opened mak
ing a total of 8,620 for the whole 
of India. All the district headquarters 
and sub-division stations will have 
telegraph facilities, irrespective of 
the loss involved. The limit of loss 
for sulvdivision stations has been in
creased to Rs. 1.000.

With regard to telephone communi
cations, from the figures I understand 
that there is a total number of
2,18.000 telephone connections and 
2,258 public call offices have been 
opened throughout the length and

breadth of the country. Sir, I con
cede that ill a country of the siz.e 
and population that we have it is 
not enough. However, we are pro- 
ceediiig {According to schedule, accord- 
iiig to the scheme that we have laid 
down in the Five Year Plan and we 
have every reason to congratulate 
ourselves on our achievement so far.

Sir, I concede that there are ceiw
tain problems to be tackled. One 
problem is the shortage of acconv* 
modation in offices. Immediate re
quirements for additional accommo
dation I think entail an expenditure 
of Rs. 20 crores. The Plan has pro- 
yidê d for only 2-5 crores in this 
respect. Secondly there are more 
than 5,000 rented buildings and we 
should have more of our own build
ings. Thirdly, there is the question 
of the employees* amenities which 
call for urgent attention. Construc
tion of quarters for the employees is 
an urgent necessity. About Rs. 80 
crores will be necessary fpr pro
viding residential quarters for 50 per 
cent, of our employees. Then therĉ  
is this question of staff w ^ a re  and 
amenities. These are gigantic pro
blems which we have to handle and 
I hope that the Communications 
Ministry is quite alive to these pro
blems and will be taking up these 
one by one. It is also gratifying to 
note that it is endeavouring to make 
progress in several directiom; and it 
has got some achievements to its 
credit.

One particular feature that I have
been able to note is that small plans 
have been evolved for smaller post 
offices to save time in the completion 
of preliminary stages such as prepa
ration of drawings, estimates etc. The 
bottleneck experienced in the Central 
t^ubllc Works Department must be 
taken serious notice of and I would 
have to refer to tUs aspect once more 
when 1 refer to another point.

In page 5 of the publication with 
r»̂ gard to the Indian Posts and Tele  ̂
graphs Department, it has beer* stated 
that the Regional P. & T. Advisory 
Committees have been functioning in
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[Shri A. M. Thomas]

the various postal circles since 1949 
and that these Committees proved
to be very popular especially witb
the business community. As a member 
of the Regional Advisory Committee, 
I admit that useful work has been 
done by these Committees and I want 
to invite the attention of the Minis
try to one or two aspects in the
working of these Committees.

Although the recommendations of 
these Committees are given due con
sideration at the level of the various 
Postmasters-GeneraL^I am sorry to 
state that it has not been given due 
recognition at the level of the Direc
tor-General or at the Ministerial level. 
For example, I might say in my State. 
Travancore-Cochin. everybody knows 
that two States. Travancore and Co
chin. have been integrated and it is 
one State now. There has been a 
system of *phonocom\ i.e., sending 
messages throu^  telephone facilities 
obtaining in Travancore before the 
telephones were taken over by the 
C3entre. That system still continues 
in the Travancore area but although 
so many territories of the erstwhile 
Travancore State got into the Cochin 
State, that facihty is not being ob
tained in the Cochin area and in 
more than one meeting of the Com
mittee. this fact has been broug.^t to 
the notice of both the Director-Gener
al and. I believe, the Minister also. 
The Postmaster-General, at every 
meeting, shows a sort of helpless
ness in this matter. When the matter 
came up for discussion in one of the 
meetings of the Committee, we were 
told that the Director-General* Posts 
and Telegraphs, called for certain 
particulars in this connection and fhe 
information collected is being com
piled for transmission to the Di
rector-General. The members then 
decided. that it should be re
corded that they feel strongly in 
favour of this service being made 
available to the Cochin area and that 
this may be brought to the notice of 
the Director-General for his attention.

Such small things which could be 
done without any difficulty are not 
Jt)eing done although they come as 
recommendations of these Commit
tees.

With regard to some other matters 
also, there has been some delay. A
building for lodging a telcgrsph 
office and a telephone exchange was 
sanctioned some two years ago in 
Mattancheri and because of the de
lay that has been caused by the
C.P.W.D,, it has not been possible to 
carry out the construction of the
building at alL That is why J repeal
that the bottleneck at the C.P.W.D. 
should be taken serious notice of. 
On more than one occasion, I was 
told that the file was with the Chief 
Architect in the C.P.W.D. and it has 
not yet been disposed of by him. 
Such delay is inexecusable and I
wish that the Ministry should take 
serious notice of such lapses on the 
part of the Central Public Works
Department.

Another fact W ihich has been 
brought up by the Committee is the 
peculiar circumstances that should 
be taken into account in granting 
permission to open post ofUces in my 
State. There is a target that has 
been fixed by the Five Year Plan, 
namely, that for every village with a 
population of 2,000 and above, there 
will be a post ofAce; it is all right 
to have such a criterion in States 
where there is a village of several 
houses grouped together and form a 
gramam or something like that. But 
in Travancore-Cochin the density of 
population is rather uniform and the 
whole State may be taken as a town; 
the density of population is the 
highest in the world and for such a 
State an altogether different criterion 
has to be adopted in sanctioning post 
offices. The criterion that a post 
office will be opened for every vil
lage having a poimlation of two
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thousand and above cannot be ap
plied to such States. I am glad that 
the modiftcation that has been introduc
ed last year, namely the group system, 
may perhaps Improve matters a little 
in such States. It has been stated 
that the highest priority should be 
accorded to the opening of post offices 
which are expected to be remunera
tive, as also post offices in respect 
of which non-returnable contribution 
is offered by any interested party to 
cover the estimated loss, provided 
that the opening of any such post 
office does not result in the parent 
office being worked at a loss beyond 
the permissible limit. There is the 
other criterion also that post offices 
are to be opened in headquarters of 
administrative units like tehsils, 
taluks or thanas, provided the loss 
does not exceed Rs. 750 per annum 
per post office. If such a criterion 
is applied there may be some special 
benefits accruing to my State.

Having sfiid so far about the 
achievements that we have had. I 
would submit that greater improve
ment is to be had in our Communi
cations services. Going by th# 
figures— and I am speaking subject 
to correction— our postal, telegraph, 
telephone and other rates, when com
pared with the world rates, are per
haps the highest, except with r e g a r d  

to envelopes carrying letters. I 
have been able to gather that in 
iCnglnnH (gohig by the value in 
rupees) even with regard to letters, 
a letter costs only 2k annas, and in 
America it is two cents, that is only 
one anna and odd. And the charge 
for an air mail letter in America is 
o^ily Itour annas or something like 
that. I am sure the House is aware 
Ml tiM w y  bitter criticism t h a t  

was levelled during the discussion of 
the Budget last year with regard to 
increase in the postal rates, parti
cularly parcels and book-posts and it 
has been stated that it would crip
ple the book industry. I am sorry 
to note that no modification in the 
rates structure has been made in this 
year’s Budget I may also submit

that the postal worker in America 
gets about four hundred rupees a 
week, and in England ninety to one 
hundred and twenty rupees. In our 
country it is only sixteen to twenty 
rupees. If the remuneration that is 
given to our worker is only sixteen 
to tv/enty rupees, I respectfully ask 
why is it that our expenses are so 
high, why is it that the expenditure 
in the Posts and Telegraphs Depart
ment is more than the revenue. It 
should be attributed to the poor 
organisation and the non-adoption of 
modern methods of technique in our 
Posts and Telegraphs Department

I would plead not only for consoli
dation of the work that we have 
done so far but also for rationalisa
tion. If we introduce rationalisation 
in the Posts and Telegraphs, there 
is no risk of anybody being thrown 
out of employment, because we have 
a target of extending our postal and 
telegraph facilities to every village, 
so that there is absolutely no risk 
in adopting a policy of rationalisation 
with regard to Posts and Telegraphs.

With these words I support the 
demand that has been moved.

Slui C. R. Mudallar (Kumbako- 
nam): Sir, I thank you for the op
portunity given to me to speak on 
these Demands. Before I cogratulate 
the Minister for his various achieve
ments I congratulate myself for 
having caught your eyes at least to
day, after a long period. I am really 
surprised at tbm various cut motion 
tabled by the Memebrs of the Oppo
sition. I doubt very much whether 
it can be seriously suggested that the 
great national undertakings which are 
under the present Ministry can be 
better managed than at present (/n- 
terruptiona).

Mr. Depaty-SpeRker: The hon.
Member may speak a little more dis
tinctly and slowly. This is the first 
time that the hon. Member is speak
ing and I request the House to be a 
little more indulgent to him.
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fiflm C. R. Mttdaliar: I find all-round 
progress in the various fields of ac
tivities. The post offices that were 
opened since the date of our indepen
dence number 18,000 and odd which 
is .almost equal to the number of post 
offlpes opened during one hundred and 
fifty years of British rule. Remote 
villages and backward areas which 
never dreamt of luaying wiy post 
offices, are having them today. The 
new policy of opening post offices 
on population-cum-distance basis v îll 
result in greater number of post 
pffices and greater convenience for 

pppi l̂ation. The Minister 
for Communications deserves to be 
thanked^'for this.

Coming to the telegraph and tele
phone services, I find a lot of im
provements effected. The efficiency 
and economy in their working have 
Increased. As you know, Sir, time is 
a very important factor in these ser
vices. Therefore, mechanical contri
vances like teleprinters have been 
introduced to reduce delays 
in transmissions. Further. the 
conditions to open telegraph offices 
and telephone public call offices 
ijave been liberaUsed. I want that 
all t l̂i^k ^e^iquarters and places 
having a population of more than
2,000 should have these conveniences 
irrespective of other considerations.

I want to say a few words about 
the postal rates. It is stated that 
they are low as compared to other 
countries. This may be true. But, 
our country is a poor one and the 
paying capacity of oui\ people is limit
ed. ThAy I ttot the present rates 
are too heavy to bear. Take the 
case of post cards which is being sold 
for nine pies each. People feel that 
this is high. Such is their po
verty. We know Govenunent is 
incurring a loss of four pies 
on each card. Considering the poor 
condition of our people, I request the 
Government to reduce the price of 
post card to six pies, and the loss 
made up by other ways.

It is said that the postal depart
ment is a losing concern. It was 
only last year that the rates were hea

vily enhanced and no further in-
qrpawe is possible. The only way to
avoid loss is to undertake an econo»- 
my drive in all its branches and in 
all aspects.

In the first place, the highly am
bitious schemes to construct costly 
buildings should be given up, not only 
in this Ministry but also in other 
Ministries. I find this mania is exist
ing everywhere and in all depart
ments. If this mania goes, I think 
people can be relieved to a great
extent of the l?urden of taxation. I
shudder to think at what cost and at 
whose cost a large number of grand, 
multi-^toreyed buildings are construc
ted here in Delhi.

Sir, anniversaries, centenaries, ex
hibitions and other gala functions are 
ever increasing in numbers in re
cent years. I wish that many of 
them are dropped, if not all. There 
is another iad  lor which we are spend
ing a lot nowadays— I mean Hindi. 
The different Ministries vie with each 
other in spending large amounts for 
Hindi. The transition from English 
to Hindi seems to be a costly luxury. 
In the postal department, cards, 
covers, stamps and money order 
forms are found printed in Hindi and 
distributed to people who cannot un
derstand the language. The Minister 
for Communications wants to take 
credit for having introduced Hindi 
telegrams, Hindi telegraphic money 
orders. Hindi teleprinters and so on. 
I request him and other Ministers 
not to proceed ahead with this scheme 
and spend large sums of money on it, 
tin the people living in different parts 
of this great country become fully 
conversant with this language. For 
the people living in South India, Hindi 
is as much foreign as any other 
lan^age excepting EhgHsh. In <(?he 
circumstances I wish the expenditure 
incurred on this score is appreciably 
reduced.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon.
Member must look up now and 
then.

Shrl Thanu Fillai (Tlrunelveli): 
Sir, yesterday also there were some
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hon. Members who read their 
speeches.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: But looking
up is not a bad thing I

l^ri C. B. MiudalUr: Lastly, 1 want 
to say a few words about Civil Aviar 
tion which was recently nationalised. 
This is a very important matter from 
different angles of view. This is a 
matter that relates to life and death 
of many of our people. Many of us 
here have got very great concern in 
this matter as our very existence is 
threatened. This is evident from 
the fact that in most of the accidents, 
the life of one or more M.Ps. is in
volved.

When the air transport was na
tionalised a few months ago, I was 
one of those who felt glad over it. 
Now, it is different. The way in 
which this great undertaking is 
managed and the heavy loss it is in
curring is really depressing. Within 
six months of nationalisation, four 
accidents had happened. This is 
shocking and surprising to me. This 
has created a fear and a feeling of 
insecurity in the minds of the travel
ling pubUc. They are of opinion now 
that a travel in our air services is a
first step to commit suicide. Air
travellers instead of becoming air- 
minded are fast becoming grave- 
minded! I appeal to the Ministry to 
substitute the old and worn out 
Dakota planes with new and modern 
planes. In a vast country like India, 
there is a great future for civil 
aviation. I want the Minister to 
create confidence and a feeling of se
curity in the minds of our people
and increase efficiency. I want that
the air services should be extended 
to all district headquarters. All the 
aerodromes which are in existence now 
should be utilised and kept trim. 
In Tanjore where I come from, there 
is an aerodrome which is kept un
used. My district is a place of plenty 
and goes by the name of the granary 
of the South. If the aerodrome is 
opened. I feel that traffic will be en
couraging. I request the Ministry to

try this for a year as an experimen
tal measure.

Shri T. B. Vittal Eao: Within the
short space of time at my disposal, 
it will be very difficult to deal with 
the various departments under the 
Ministry of Communications. 1 shall 
first take up the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department. Before I proceed to 
make gome observations, I would 
say that the Department has been 
run on a very efficient basis. This 
is mainly due to the fact that the 
personnel who are manning it, numr 
bering about 250,000, despite very 
bad working conditions, in the sense 
of imprpper accommodation in the 
offices, bad quarters, and so forth, 
have been able to maintain it very 
efficiently at a great sacrifice of their 
personal comforts.

1 would just touch upon the fiscal 
policy of the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department. There is no rational 
policy that is being followed in the 
matter of Posts and Telegraphs. 
Whether it be the price gf the post 
card or the envelope or telegram 
charges, anyone who tries to know 
anything about the financial aspect of 
the Posts and Telegraphs Depart
ment would only be confused be
cause the accounts are not clearly 
maintained. We do not know what 
the cost of maintaining a combined 
post and telegraph office is. or of 
various other offices. It is very diffi
cult to find. Whereas the Depart
ment spends Rs. 40/- on the main- 
tenance of a mile of copper wire and 
something like Rs. 31 for a mile of 
iron wire, what does this Department 
charge the Railways? They charge 
for the iron wire something like Rs. 
19/- and for copper wire a little more 
than that. Thus, a rational policy is 
not being followed: nor is proper cost 
accounting maintained. We have to 
see how this affects the personnel. 
They are not able to get even the 
minimum requirements. For exam
ple, I may refer to the meagre pro
vision of Rs. 3,00.000 for amenities 
to staff, numbering 250,000. That too, 
last year there was a provision of 
Rs. 6 lakhs, and till the end of this
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year it is only something like Rs. 2i 
lakhs. The interest that is paid on 
the capital outlay of Posts and Tele
graphs is not also a fixed one. Only a 
few days ago we heard that the rates 
have been suddenly increased.

Then, looking into the other things. 
I find that the allocation to the Re
venue Reserve Fund has been increas
ed from Rs. 1 crore a year to Rs. 125 
lakhs. That is. I am told, according 
to the recommendation of the J. J. 
Committee. Of course, the recom
mendations of that Committee are 
not before me at the moment, but this 
is what is happening. A similar de
partment like the^ ailw ays have a 
convention in this matter. They pay 
every year a fixed rate of interest 
on the capital outlay, and the other 
amount is being maintained lor 
development purposes in the Revenue 
Reserve Fund. Why could we 
not have a similar thing for our Posts 
and Telegraphs? We can pay a fixed 
rate of interest and the balance that 
is left could be used for development
al purposes.

While we call this a public utility 
service in a welfare state, I cannot 
understand why, after paying the In
terest^ charges, 50 per cent, of the 
surplus is allocated to the General 
Reserve and only 50 per cent, is 
kept for the dep^irtment, and that 
too as pro forma credit to the de
partment. Today, there is something 
like Rs. 16 to Rs. 17 crorefi to the cre
dit of the Postal Department and 
what is happening? When we want 
to draw any amount for the construc
tion of buildings, for the construction 
of post offices, we cannot get all the 
Rs. 16 crores. We get only some
thing like Rs. 2 or Rs. 3 crores. and 
^ rin g  the period of one year even 
this small provision that is made 
cannot be spent, despite the fact that 
we are in urgent need of expansion 
of the offices and so forth. For 
example, the traflflc has Increased by 
two>fold and three-fold/ but I can say 
the floor space of the offices has not 
increased.

Then, the housing conditions are 
very deplorable. I cannot imagine 
the Postal Department asking the 
Railway Department to construct 
quarters for them. We all know, 
and we have heard several times in 
this very House, how the Railways 
themselves are not able to provide 
quarters for their own staff. So. to 
ask the Railways to construct quar
ters for the Postal Department is 
something amazing.

To cite an example, there are near
ly 3.200 employees in Hyderabad 
State, and last year when I put a 
question asking how many quarters 
were being constructed in view of 
the scarcity of houses there, they 
said three were under construction. 
When I asked whether they had been 
completed, at what stage of construc
tion they were, the reply was one 
was under construction and the other 
two would be taken up! That is the 
position. Therefore, I would urge 
upon the hon. Minister— and I am 
glad the Finance Minister is here—  
and the Government to consider the 
question of appointing a committee, 
say, of Parliament Members, to go 
into this whole question of the finan
ces of the Posts and Telegraphs De
partment, just as it has been done 
in the case of the Railways, so that 
we could have a proper assessment of 
the whole thing. Otherwise. I do not 
know what is going to happen.

The telephones is the only arm in 
the Posts and Telegraphs Department 
that is yielding profit today, and the 
Telegraphs are already running at 
a loss. These things cause us grave 
concern. And now. the changeover 
has been effected from iron wire to 
copper wire. Now. we have so much 
shortage of copper. We do want to 
develop Posts and Telegraphs, but at 
what cost? We have to depend on 
foreign countries lor this. We were 
self-sufllcient with Iron wire carriers. 
Why should we go in for copper wire 
carriers when we have to depend on 
foreign countries? Depending on 
foreign countries we do not know at



3819 Demands for Grants 1 APRIL 1954 Demands for Grants 3820

what time the supply would be stop
ped. So, it is very necessary that 
we should think of developing our 
telegraph industry. For instance, the 
teleprinter service has been introduc
ed. That is very good, but even for 
the spare parts, we have to depend 
On foreign countries. I do not know 
what arrangements are being made to 
manufacture those parts in our own 
country.

Moreover, the rates fixed for tele
graph wires rented to the Railways 
and other departments, have not been 
revised so far, even thou^  these 
rates were fixed in 1939, and the ex
penditure incurred by the Posts and 
Telegraphs Department has increased 
in recent years. It is time that these 
rates are revised, especially when it 
is said that they want money for de
velopmental purposes.

I would earnestly ask why some 
consideration should not be shown to 
the staff who are working under ad
verse conditions. Last year, the hon. 
Minister told us that they are govern
ed by the Central Pay Commission’s 
recommendations. It is true that they 
are governed by the Central Pay Com
mission's recommendations. But a 
railway clerk who puts in only thirty- 
«ix hours of work per week gets the 
same pay as a clerk or a postmaster 
who works for forty-eight hours. 
There is a lot of discontentment on 
this score among these postal em
ployees.

Whenever we ask for ah increase 
in the number of staff, we always 
get the same stereotjrped reply from 
the hon. Minister, well, we could 
increase the staff, but there is not 
sufficient accommodation in the 
offices. They recognise the fact that 
it could be increased, but they have 
not done anything about it. The 
Department are not able to make any 
progress in regard to buildings, bar 
cause they depend mainly on the 
Central Public Works Department. 
On the other hand, it is surprising 
that the Railways and the Reserve 
Bank should be able to have build
ings of their own in Delhi. But the

Posts and Telegraphs Department are 
not able to construct a building of 
their own. Only a few days ago, I 
saw the R.M.S. Office.— I referred to 
it last year also— and I found the 
place most congested. Very import
ant and costly insured articles are 
lying there, and if they are stolen or 
lost, the staff there are made to 
suffer and pay for them. It is such 
an elementary thing that there should 
be proper accommodation for this 
Office. It is time that Government 
change their., attitude in this matter, 
and do something early. Otherwise. 
I must submit that the postal em
ployees cannot be made to bear the 
loss. Today, the postal employees 
have been asked not to receive their 
pay as a protest against the attitude 
of the hon. Minister of Finance, De- 
cause certain discriminations have 
been made in the case of the postal 
employees in the ‘C’ class areas- 

Now I come to one very important 
matter. It being a welfare state, what 
is happening is that all our letters are 
being tampered with. Is it fair when 
we are having a democratic and wel
fare state, that all our letters should 
be hknded over to the C.I.D. people, 
before they are delivered to us? In 
the Singareni collieries, there is only 
one post office, and there, right in my 
presence, all my letters are being hand
ed over to the C.I.D. man, and only 
after censoring is done by him, they 
are delivered to me.

ShU R. K. Chaudhurl (Gauhati); 
That has nothing to do with the Posts 
and Telegraphs Department. That Is 
under the Home Ministry.

Shri A. P. Sinha (Muzaffarpur East): 
The Home Minister is responsible for 
that. (Interruptions).

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Hon. Members 
may leave it to the hon. Minister to 
reply.

Shri A. P. Sinha: We could enlighten 
our friends.

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: I agree that
the Home Ministry is responsible for 
that. But when I pay for it, and a 
letter is handed over to the Postal 
Department, it should be the Postal 
Department that should handle It. and
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it should not go into hands at the 
C.I.D. people.

Shrimati Rena Chakravartty: Some
times they do not reach us at all. Who 
is responsible for that?

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: If you caU it 
a welfare State you should not tamper 
with the letters of others.

Even in the matter of nomination to 
the Postal Advisory Committees, the 
Communist Party in particular is left 
out. We are also a political party. If 
the hon. Minister does not want us, 
let him say, I do not want you for 
such and such a reason, and then 
we will agree. But without any such 
reason, why should the Communist 
Party alone be left out in this matter?

It has been said that developmental 
work has been carried on at a great 
pace. I agree, there has been develop
ment.

Sir, I wrote to the Ministry about 
opening a post office in the town of 
Kothagudium (Warrangal District). 
It has a population of 55,000 and̂  there 
is only one post office for that whole 
area of five or six square miles. I w ^ t-  
ed another post office to be located at 
the other point, three miles from thfe 
existing post office, that is, converting 
that extra departmental office into a 
regular departmental post office. After 
a long time the Minister has written 
to me that it has been sanctioned. 
But I find that the post office has not 
yet been started. They have written 
to the company for a building and 
they have replied that there are no 
buildings. I would earnestly ask the 
Minister what efforts have been made 
In this direction. This is only an 
example. This is true of many other 
places. What efforts are being made 
by the Department to construct its 
own buildings? No effort is made, 
but they are content with paying huge 
amounts c r o n t .  For example, in 
Delhi itself they pay Rs. 59,000 per 
annum as rent. This is the story 
everywhere. Huge amounts are be
ing spent by way of rent without any 
plan for construction of buildings.

I will say one word about the R.M.S. 
vans. We have got very few vans 
and they are outdated and outmoded. 
They cannot be properly cleaned also. 
It is very unhygienic to work there be
cause it is congested. It is difficult to 
sort out letters because one has to do 
it sitting on the floor. I have seen 
it myself. We can easily get some 
more vans which have been built by 
the Hindustan Aircraft Factory ond 
which are said to be good vans. The 
capacity of the Hindustan Aircraft 
Factory could be utilised for the con
struction of these mail vans.

Now. I come to civil aviation.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I thought the 
hon. Member was on the last point.

An Hon. Member: Last but onet

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: I want some
thing to be done for the unemployed 
pilots. There are very many un
employed pilots. They can be employ
ed by reducing the number of flying 
hours of the pilots. Sir, I hear that 
according to the I.C.A.O. convention, 
the number of hours to be flown by 
a pilot is less than what it is in India. 
So I would ask the Minister to consi
der that.

Then. Sir, an Expert Committee 
should be appointed to go into the 
wage question of the Civil Aviation 
employees, because this Department 
did not come under the purview of the 
Central Pay Commission. Such a 
Committee should be appointed and 
a fair deal should be meted out to 
them.

Finally. I would ask the Minister 
to seriously consider the appointment 
of a Parliamentary Commission to go 
into the fiscal policy of the Posts and 
Telegraphs Department.

Shri S. C. Samanta (Tamluk): I am 
glad that both the hon. Communica
tions Minister and the hon. Finance 
Minister are present here. Last year 
in the debate on the Demands for 
Grants for Communications, I pleaded 
for the separation of postal finance 
from the General finance. I am sorry,
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Sir. I have not been replied to. I hope 
both the Ministers here will tell us 
what is in their minds and what are 
the difficulties, if there are any. If 
it is not possible for the Government 
to go into the matter at present. I 
would, at the outset, suggest to the 
Government to appoint a Parliamen
tary Commission to go into the finances 
of Posts and Telegraphs and see whe
ther they can be separated as for the 
Railways. India can safely brag of 
the achievements she has made at 
least in communications, especially in 
the Posts and T^egraphs Department. 
When India was partitioned, there 
were, on August 15, 1947, only 22,116 
post offices in India. But now, upto 
3Ui March, 1954, we find that there 
are 44,817 post offices in India. That 
is, it has been doubled, within these 
6J years. On an average, 3,723 post 
offices have been opened per year. 
About these post ofRces which have 
been opened, Government's policy has 
been to keep them as extra-depart
mental ones. I know why this policy 
has been devised. The postmasters of 
th^si extra-departmental post oflflces 
get only Rs. 20 and they serve up to
4 hours a day. Our Finance Minister 
asked us, the people, to be ready for 
sacrifices. This is an example of sacri
fice. They are serving only on Rs. 20 
per mensem. (Interruption).

ShH M. D. (Ratilagiri South);
Many of them are employed elsewhere.

Shri S. C. Samanta: Not all. Here I 
may add that the District Board In 
Midnapore in West Bengal and some 
District Boards in Madras have pre* 
vented school masters being extrQ* 
departmental postmasters. So, people 
are not available. The question of 
these extra-departmental post offices 
where these people are serving with 
some sacrifice should be looked into. 
They should be given at least this 
assurance that as soon as these post 
offices become self-sufficient, they will 
become full-fledged employees, or 
after 10 years they will be
come full-fledged employees, so that 
they will carry on their work honest
ly. efficiently and diligently. Some

such assurance should be given to 
these people.

We find that for opening these post 
offices, we incurred a loss of Rs. 4 
crores and including 1954-55, Rs. 
5 crores. I would request the hon. 
Finance Minister to adjust these Rs. 5 
crores and any other sum that may be 
spent within the Plan period from the 
Plan funds, so that the Posts and 
Telegraphs Department may be self- 
sufficient.

Sir, I put forth so many reasons for 
the separation of postal finance. Now, 
I want to put forth some others for 
corroboration. I enquired of the Com
munications Ministry and I have been 
supplied this information that the 
capital outlay on buildings in five de
partments has lapsed to the extent of 
Rs. 2,11,64,000 during the last 4 years 
on account of inability to construct 
buildings. Though there was so much 
money, still a sum of Rs. 2 crores and 
more lapsed. Why? Because the work 
was entrusted to the C.P.W.D. We 
know the distressed condition of the 
post offices and the places where the 
postal employees live. No amenities 
are given, although Government want 
to give them all amenities. The fault 
lies with the C.P.W.D. Government 
should not entrust the work to the 
C.P.W.D, The Posts and Telegraphs 
Department should have its own 
engineering department and should 
take the work in hand.

Last year, I mentioned that there 
were so many employees suffering 
from T.B. The reason is that they are 
overworked. Compared to the post 
offices which have been opened, the 
number of employees has not increas
ed. There are 2.34,097 employees. 
About 1,78.000 are permanent and
55,000 are temporary. There are 1.004 
officers and 51,459 E.D. branch offices. 
These employees do rtot get the bene
fits or amenities that they should get. 
l*hey are on the same footing as the 
railway employee?. Both are run 
commercially and for utility purposes. 
But from the leaflet supplied to us. I 
find that there are only 162 co-opera
tive societies, 208 canteens and 165 
dormitories. There is no school for
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the employees of the Posts and Tele
graphs Department, whereas there are 
152 schools and a college is contem
plated for the railway employees. 
About the quarters, I need not men
tion anything. As regards training 
schools, there are only two training 
schools, whereas railway employees 
have 29 training schools. There 
is no hospital, whereas railway 
employees have so many hos
pitals. Only 41 beds are reserved for 
P. & T. employees who suffer from 
T.B.

There is another important point, 
and that is about the printing of forms 
and stationery. This also is in the 
hands of the Controller of Printing 
and Stationery. The Department orders 
for lakhs and lakhs of rupees worth of 
forms to be sent to different places. 
When the post office asks for more 
forms, the D.G. says that they have 
been already supplied, but the post 
office does not get any supply. The 
forms are not also received in time. 
Why should the P. & T. Department 
depend upon others? They are money
lenders; they have deposits in the 
general revenues. Still, they cannot 
carry on their own work. I would re
quest Government to ponder over the 
matter and do the needful.

The Posts and Telegraphs Depart
ment finances should be separated. A 
Parliamentary Committee should be 
set up to go into the matter. The 
Posts and Telegraphs Department 
should have an engineering department 
of its own. The postal rate for book- 
packet should be reduced and brought 
to the level prevailing before May
1953. The P.A.C. Reports for 1951 and 
1952 and the Audit Reports for those 
years have been published, but after 
that, no reports are available and we. 
Members of Parliament, cannot speak 
anything without them. There should 
be a separate printing department. 
Mechanisation of postal services should 
be taken up. Hospital beds and T.B. 
beds should at once be increased. An 
assurance should be given to the E.D. 
brance offices. Provision should be 
made for rural post offices and the

losses resulting therefrom, in the 
Five Year Plan. The unions should be 
consulted in the reorganisation of the 
R.M.S. Division that is going on.

With these suggestions, I conclude.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Shri M. D.
Joshi.

Shri M. D. Joshi; Mr. Deputy-Speaker, 
I am very thankful to you for this 
opportunity.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: This hon. Mem
ber had written to me saying that he 
has not spoken for the whole session.

Shri M. D. Joshi: I had said I had 
not spoken during the general dis
cussion on the Budget.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I thought this 
was going to be a maiden speech by 
the hon. Member.

The Minister of Communications 
(Shri Jaglivan Ram): He is not a
‘maiden*.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker; I would appeal 
to hon. Members that whoever has 
not bad an opportunity to speak dur
ing the motion on theyPresident’s add
ress, or during the cut motions on the 
Railway Budget, or during the Demands 
pertaining to individual Ministries,—  
only such hon. Members ought to be 
given preference, so that instead of 
those who have taken part once or 
twice or thrice, those who have not 
opened their mouths at all may be 
called. Of course, some hon. Members 
have inevitably to speak again and 
again, but I must give a chance to 
those who have not spoken. If Shri 
Joshi will yield to a Member who has 
not spoken, I would call another Mem
ber.

Shri M. D. Joshi: I did not say that 
I have never spoken before.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: He may go on.

Shri R. K. Chaudhuri: Will you apply 
the same principle to male as well 
as female Members in this House?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Not that I am 
not at all going to call Members who 
have spoken before. I will only try
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10 give preference, as far as possible, 
to those who have not spoken before.

Shri M. D. Joeihi: I am not one of 
those inevitables who speak times 
without number. Since I have some
thing important to say, I have got up, 
I do not wish to 4ilate on the report 
supplied to us by the Ministry. I wish 
to congratulate the Ministry on the 
imagination, the e^ort, the idealism 
and the determination which they have 
brought to bear on the task in hand. 
Although we have been making strides 
in the matter of postal communica
tion, still there are certain things that 
leave much io  be desired. At page 16 

t oi the report, I find that in Bombay, 
only 25 new post offices are proposed 
to be opened from 1st February 1954 

 ̂ to 31st March 1954, while in other 
States more than 100, and somewhere 
mere than 200, post offices are going 
to be opened. Of course, I do not 
quarrel with those States which are 
going to have 100 post offices and more, 
but in Bombay State, there are back
ward areas which need post offices very 
sorely. 1 would particularly mention 
the strip of land in my district,—  
Ratnagiri District,— which is 200 miles 
long and about 30 to 40 miles in width. 
The western part of this District, 
which has a width of about 15 miles, 
is well served by post offices, but the 
eastern part is hilly and inaccessible.
I would say that most times very few 
of the postal authorities have ap
proached the far off nooks and cor
ners in that hilly part. I have several 
times questioned Postal Superinten
dents and Inspectors as to how many 
distant visits they have made in that 
part. The Revenue authorities visit 
all the villages there, but the postal 
authorities have not been able to do 
so. What they generally do is to 
travel in a motor car and visit the 
nearest places only, but it should not 
be so. I am myself the editor of a 
newspaper and have rroeived several 
complaints from two places in the 
northern part and one in the southern 
part, which is the part from which my 
friend the Deputy Minister of Re
habilitation hails— tiie former Sawant- 
wadi State. There was a complaint In 
a Bombay newspaper that 28 villages 
were being served by a single post

68 P.S.U.

office. There was another complaint 
received by me that 18 villages had 
no delivery for about ten days and 
that they were being served by one 
post office. This state of things must 
De corrected as early as possible. Let 
us not congratulate ourselves with 
stock phrases and say '‘God is in 
Heaven and ali is right with the 
world"— let us not run away with that 
idea.

Shri Jagjivan Ram: The hon. Mem
ber has started with that idea.

Shri M. D. Joshi: At page 17 of the 
report I And that a reference is made 
to the elimination of ''no dak'* villages. 
It is a very fine resolution and I re
quest the hon. Minister to give effect 
to it as soon as possible.

Shri Jagjivan Ram: It has been given 
effect to.

Shri M. D. Joshi: If I may be allowed 
to say. even though a village consist
ing of more than 2,000 people is ex
pected to have a post office, there are 
still many villages which have no 
post offices in my part.

Shri Jagjivan Ram: That is some 
thing different.

Shri M. D. Joshi: Another thing is 
that in some of the areas which are 
separated by two or three hills, there 
is only one post office and the villagers 
have to travel over those hills to reach 
the Post Office. I suggest that group
ing of villages should be done in such 
a way that the location of a post office 
will be convenient for the villagers.

4 p .m .

I wish to draw the attention of the 
hon. Minister to a conference of low- 
grade post office staff held in Alibag 
some days ago— probably on the 13th 
and 14th March 1954— ûnder the chair
manship of one of my'Colleagues, a co- 
worker of my district. They have made 
several demands and stated several 
of their grievances, into which I do 
not wish to go in detail now, but I 
shall only mention one or two of them. 
One is that a rural postman has to 
travel about 8 to 10 miles of his beat, 
and added to that, if we take the 
small distances he has to travel from
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house to house and return, his beat 
covers about 15 to 16 miles, which is 
something beyond human physical 
capacity to bear. They have, therefore, 
made a request that the beat should 
be reduced to between 4 and 6 miles 
a aay, so that even though they have 
to go and come back and cover the 
distance twice, the whole beat will 
not exceed 10 miles at the most. There 
are various other requests made. If 
I am proved to be wrong, I shall be 
very glad, but they have made a re
quest for umbrellas and raincoats, 
which are a very urgent necessity in 
my part because we have a rainfall 
of about 100 to 150 inches a year. 
When the postmen go with their bags 
and packets, they are drenched. There
fore, supply of these articles is a very 
urgent necessity. Without going into 
their other demands, I shall call the 
hon* Minister's attention to the grie
vances cited in the resolutions of the 
conference.

Having drawn the attention of the 
hon. Minister to a comer of the coun
try, namely, my part, I shall venture 
to call the attention of the Grovem- 
ment to the*" Capital itself, namely, 
Delhi. In New Delhi, th^re are many 
post offices and sub-post offices—  
about sixty in number. They are ad
ministered by one central head post 
office. Formerly, this office was a sub- 
Post office, and the higher statixs of 
a head office was given to it on 1st 
April 1948, exactly six years ago. The 
office was at that time presided over 
by a second class officer, and the state 
of things continues though the work 
and the staff have increased. Former
ly, the staff was 350 and today it is 
about 330 or 340. Perhaps m y figures 
may be slightly incorrect. The non
clerical staff was about 430, which has 
now increased to 750. The work has 
increased by several hundred per 
cent., and yet the higher staff have 
not been increased to the extent it is 
desirable to increase them. In order 
that a clear idea may be had, 1 shaU 
compare two post offices. I shâ  ̂
finish within two or three minutes.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: You have al
ready taken more than 10 minutes.

Shri M. D. Joshi: I will finish in two 
minutes. The Madras GP.O. and the 
Delhi G.P.O. may be compared. The 
number of clerks is 433 in the Mardas 
G.P.O,, whereas it is 525 in the case 
of Delhi. The postmen in the Madras 
G.P.O. number 193, whereas they num
ber 461 in Delhi. In class IV staff, 
there are about 190 in Madras, but 
280 in Delhi. It is a remarkable fact 
that in Madras the gazetted officers 
number t ^ ;  higher selection-grade 
officers number five; lower selection- 
grade officers number 13. In Delhi the 
number of gazetted officers is nil; 
higher selection-grade ofRcers number 
only two and lower selection-grade 
officers number 20. Time-scale super
visors are thirty in Madras and 29 
in Delhi.

So it will be seen that Delhi is very 
inadequately provided as far as staff 
is concerned. Considering the fact 
that various important elements like 
Members of Parliament. Ministers. 
Embassies, etc. have to be served in 
Delhi and the widening scope of work, 
it is very necessary that a complete 
reorganisation of this post office must 
be made as early as possible.

I have some other points ...
Mr, Deputy-Speaker: On some other 

occasion.

Shri Jalpal Singh (Ranchi W e s t-  
Reserved— Sch. Tribes): Sir, once again 
T would like to repeat the suggestion 
I have made more than once before 
that one part of the work of the Minis
try of Communications, that dealing 
with Civil Aviation, should form part 
and parcel of the Ministry of Defence. 
It is nothing new. Every year I get 
more and more strengthened in my 
conviction; this time the additional 
conviction comes from the report of 
the Master Committee. I know a day 
might come when this House will have 
an opportunity to discuss this parti
cular Report. All that I can say now 
is that the way Civil Aviation has 
gone so far makes it more and more 
incumbent that it should be trans
ferred to a Ministry that can make up 
its mind quickly and be definite about 
its policy, a Ministry that understands
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the meaning of discipline and orderly 
behaviour. Sir, enough bouquets are  ̂
being thrown all round the House, 
from every quarter of this Parliament, 
and my young friends in the Trea
sury Benches will forgive me if once 
again I not only criticise them but 
oflTer suggestions for their own edi
fication.

Civil aviation, not only in this coun
try but In every modem state, is the 
second line of defence. If my hon. 
friends in the Treasury Benches do 
accept it, they should have no objec
tion,— except that they will lose the 
strength of this particular protfoUo,—  
to this particular work being trans- 
ferred to another Ministry whidh, 
after all, is part of the same adminis
tration of this country. If it is the 
second line of defence, it follows that 
it should be co-ordinated with the 
first line of defence.

I do not propose to go into details, 
because in the past I have found it 
impossible to make my friends believe 
what is the obvious truth. Truth is 
stranger than fiction to them. Things 
are happening before our very eyes 
every day. We had an excellent re
cord, a record of which we should be 
proud, really proud, a record that 
stood on its own ground throughout 
the whole world in the matter of 
civil aviation. But in the last few 
years the decline has been progres
sive,— we have been going down. 
Whereas within the first three years 
or so we did not have a single acci
dent in this country, what is the posi
tion today? It is not merely the re
currence of accidents, serious acci
dents. but this House does not know, 
the country is not told, that there has 
been a series of forced landings In 
this country in the last few years. 
Now, It may be argued— as it has 
often been said whenever any question 
has been asked on the floor of this 
House— that there is always the human 
element. But the human element was 
there before also when we had an 
excellent record. There is no doubt 
in my mind that Government should 
seriously consider whether the pro
posal I am making is not in the best 
interests of the development of civil

aviation and its future as far as this 
country is concerned.

We all know that when It comes to 
the Armed Forces there are certain 
things taken for granted, as for ex
ample, discipline. We do not know 
whether we could say the same thing 
in regard to our civil aviation. I am 
only trying to contrast these two as
pects. If civil aviation has to make 
any headway, the most important 
thing that is necessary in it today ii 
discipline, which unfortunately has 
deteriorated considerably in the last 
few years or so. I find no way of 
solving this problem, thia lack of 
discipline and a deterioration in 
maintenance of standards and various 
other things, unless there is an agency 
that understands the meaning of dis
cipline. Because it is the second line 
of defence, the first attention that we 
should direct to is this question of 
discipline. I urge that Grovernment 
should seriously consider the transfer 
of civil aviation tx> the Ministry of 
Defence. Then, there will be a co
ordination of our defence policy.

Some people may think that this is 
somehow or other by way of response 
to recent developments. Sir, I have 
been asking for this before the recent 
developments ever came to the sur
face. To me it seems an obvious thing. 
If you look ht the Master Committee
Beport you will find that again and
again there are various paragraphs re
lating to the question of the mainte
nance of civil aviation in this country 
and again and again I find that the 
assistance of the Defence Ministry 
has been Invoked. I will giv© only 
one or two Instances. My hon. friends 
there will agree that in the nresent 
circumstances and for a few years to 
come, they will not be able to keep 
the flying clubs alive unless they do' 
it with the help of the N.C.C. J do not
blame them for that. But there are
the facts Then, it s t r e n g t h e n s  my 
argument; if they have to depend on 
the Defence Ministry, on the N.C.C.,
It is obvious that the whole control 
and administration of this matter 
should be in the same hands. I would 
not like to say that there is no co
operation between the Ministry of
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Defence and the Ministry of Communi
cations. I will leave this particular 
matter to the imagination of this 
House. But should this vbranch of 
civil aviation be transferred to the 
Ministry of Defence the question of 
co-ordination and co-operation just 
does not arise. It becomes automatic.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Is that in
ference drawn because the Defence 
Ministers are not here?

Shri Jaipal SinRh: It is a Very un
happy augury that Ministers take 
things very lightly and are not pre
sent in their seats when important 
matters, particularly regarding the 
Defence Ministry, are discussed. It 
does not mean that becJfiuse the Minis
try of Communications is on the anvil 
other Ministers should take chhuttu

The Deputy Minister of Communl- 
catioiis (Shri Raj Bahadur): They are 
not on chhutti: I can assure you.

An Hon. Member: How do you
know?

Shri Raj Bahadur: They are working
in their offices.

Shri Jaipal Singh: I am very glad 
they are working. I hope my young 
friend will make them work harder 
by passing on the notes of what I am 
saying. Once civil aviation is passed 
on to the Ministry of Defence, I have 
no doubt whatever that there will be 
maintenance of very high standards 
which are not there now.

I will not go into the details. Let 
us take the matter of flying clubs. 
There is no common standard at all 
in these clubs. One club has one 
standard and the other has another 
standard. What happened in the 
Madras Flying Club recently? Why 
were the cadets withdrawn? It was 
because the Ministry of Defence 
were not satisfied about the standards; 
I will only say this much; I can give 
more details if my friends want; in 
the very short time at my disposal it 
is not possible. In short, it is a ques
tion of maintenance of standards.

One friend on this side talked about 
the question of unemployment of

pilots. It is a very serious thing. 
There again an awful muddle has been 
made. There has been a terrible over
production of pilots and there was no 
planning whatever in the Civil Avia
tion Directorate. Today there are 
more than one hundred pilots who 
have spent thousands of rupees in 
training but who could not be em
ployed. Such a question would never 
occur where it is a question of Civil 
Aviation in charge of the Ministry of 
Defence because there will be co
ordination and possibilities of absorp
tion of civilian pilots into the Indian 
Air Force and vice versa. There should 
be planning and co-ordination. It 
looks as if we are working in water
tight compartments.

Before I go on to other things, I 
would like to say a few words about 
the Civil Aviation Directorate. Before 
the new regime set in, I stated that 
it needed complete overhauling. The 
new regime has come in and I do ap
preciate the fact that the new regime 
has not been given an opportunity to 
show its worth. Therefore, we should 
not be in a hurry either to praise or 
condemn it. It is. more or less, the 
same story in regard to the Indian 
Airlines Corporation. In the first 
eight months of its existence, they 
have shown a loss to the tune of 
something like Rs. 58 lakhs but I do 
not think that it is the Indian Airlines 
Corporation that is to blame. In effect 
there has been no nationalisation; we 
are supposed to have nationalised but 
in reality .there has been no nationa
lisation; we have just changed names; 
instead of I.N.A., or A, B, C, D, it is 
now Nos. 1 , 2, 3, or 4. We have the 
same number of managers, engineers 
etc. running the so-called nationalised 
airlines. On that account alone I do not 
think it is fair to criticise the Indian 
Airlines Corporation but I have a 
right to ask the Government: “Have 
you done anything to nationalise...

An Hon. Member: No.

Shri Jaipal Singh: Do they mean to 
nationalise?
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An Hon. Member: No.

Shri Jaipal Singh: Do they mean to 
take any steps? Have they any idea 
of nationalisation whatever? It seems 
that Government are not paying heed 
to this matter; they do not want to 
■offend anyone. It is an obvious thing. 
If the eight lines are to become one, 
obviously eight has to become one. 
Government, somehow or other think 
that eight must remain eight: only
to ■ the outside world we must say 
that eight is not eight, but it has be
come one. This seems to be the pic
ture. I for the life of me do not under
stand why Government did not be
have with the companies that have 
been nationalised in the same way as 
Government have recently behaved 
towards others.

I would like to ask my hon. friend 
over there whether it is a fact or it is 
not a fact that some months back a 
Dakota was sold to the Syrian Gov
ernment for a sum of £ 20,000. I 
would like to know on what basis the 
compensation to the internal com
panies Is being worked out...,

Shri Raj Bahadur. Sold by whom?

Shri jaipal Singh: Sold to Syria by 
the Government of India for a sum of 
£ 20.000. My friend may reply later 
on; he will get his opportunity and 
he need not be so impatient.

We have a number of Dakotas and 
they are surplus. I do not think that 
they are wanted even by our Defence. 
1 do not quite understand why we 
cannot sell these and get up-to-date 
aircraft or earn valuable currency so 
that we can have more modem air
craft. Our policy seems to be a dog- 
in-the-manger policy. The aircraft is 
here and you cannot use it. In this 
particular memorandum, it has been 
stated that Rs. 160 lakhs has been set 
apart for the purchase of new air
craft for the night air-mail service. I 
would like my friends to tell us why 
they are so particularly anxious to 
get new aircraft for the night air
mail service only and for nothing else. 
1  do not quite understand why re
placement should be restricted to that 
only. The aircraft that we are using

now are fast becoming obsolete. We 
are having serious accidents and 
the sooner we replace them the better 
for the confidence of the people. One 
hon. friend over there said that the 
Ministry are 'grave-minded*. 1 do not 
see w^at he meant. I suppose he 
was polite but let me translate it and 
put it bluntly. What he meant was 
that the Ministry were indulging in 
a massacre of people who travel by 
air. He said ‘grave-minded* and this 
is the obvious translation of what he 
intended to say.

There is no doubt whatever that we 
have our own difficulties in getting 
new aircraft. I fully appreciate the 
difficulty of the Ministry as well as 
the Government. Certain factors 
have come into the field and we our
selves cannot look straight and think 
fairly and squarely. There seems to 
be the general impression in this coun
try that the ordeal is between four 
engines and two engines. I have no
thing to say about this particular 
ordeal. All that I want to say in this 
connection is that the choice of the 
future civil aviation and commercial 
aircraft of this country should not be 
left to one individual. I think that 
Government should see that there is 
a committee of experts that should 
decide the question of selection of 
future aircraft. It should not be left 
either to the Ministry by itself or 
even to the Indian Airlines Corpora
tion by itself. The views of the ex
perts of the Defence Ministry, of the 
Indian Airlines Corporation and 
everybody else should be obtained so 
that a decision may be made in the 
interest of the development of civil 
aviation in this country. Not only 
that, the purchases of new aircraft 
should co-ordinate with the demands 
of the Defence policy in this country.

Shii Raghttbir Sahai (Etah Distt.—  
North East cum Budaun Distt.— East);
It is needless to say that I am one of 
those who hold this Departmem (n 
very high esteem. I think there could 
be no two opinions on this matter 
either in this House or outside in the 
country with regard to the great public 
utility of this department. It has got 
a number of achievements to its credit
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and 1 will not repeat all those achieve* 
ments as most of the hon. Members 
have gone into them. But from the 
report that was supplied to us this 
year I find there are some items which 
made an impression on me. One of 
them is that during the year under re 
view the number of public complaints 
received by the Department was far 
less than what were received in the 
year before.

Shri K. K. Basil (Diamond Harbour): 
Because they get no redress.

Shri Ra} Bahadur: That is a reflec
tion on the workers whom you 
“claim'' to represent.

Shri Raghubir Sahai: In 1952 the
number of complaints was 4,14»573 
and this year the number given in the 
report is 3,97,490 which means that 
i\e  number is less by about 17,183. 
This is a matter of great satisfaction.

Another thing that interested me 
was that telegrams in Devanagari are 
being very much encouraged. The 
number of telegrams booked in Deva
nagari, as given in the report, in 1953 
was 18,939, During the last year the 
number was only 7,801 which means 
that the increase has been more than 
double. This, again, is an achieve- 
ment for which the Department should 
be legitimately proud.

Then during the year under review 
the telegraph and telephone systems 
of Jammu and Kashmir were taken 
over by the Indian Union. That is a 
matter on which the entire country 
should be congratulated, because this 
matter had been hanging fire for a 
very long time. I suppose the people 
in Jammu and Kashmir will now be
gin to feel what a great change has 
been brought about in the supervision 
and in the running of this Department.

Another decision on which I con
gratulate the Communications Minis- 
try is that with regard to those postal 
employees who accidentally die while 
on duty the heads of the departments 
concerned would be authorised to 
spend to the extent of fifty rupees on 
their funeral expenses. Sir, the amount 
that has been so authorised may not

be very great, but this would create 
a feeling of loyalty and faithfuhaess 
in a very large number of the em
ployees that work in this Department*

Another good feature that has im
pressed me is that all the district head
quarters would be given trunk tele
phone connections. I hope that thia 
facility would be given to all the 
tehsil headquarters and thana head
quarters so far as telegraph connec
tions are concerned

While I have mentioned a number 
of the achievements that were reported 
during the year under review, I feel 
that there is a very large scope still 
for greater improvement in the De
partment. For instance, with regard 
to the Small Savings Scheme, during 
the Budget the hon. the Finance Minis
ter invited our attention to the slight 
improvement that has been made in 
the Small Savings Scheme. It is a 
very beneficial scheme which should be 
encouraged not only in the cities but 
in the rural areas also. I am glad to 
note that in the Community Project 
areas more post offices would be open
ed. That is a very good thing. But I 
would suggest that along with that,̂  
facilities by which money could be 
deposited in Savings Banks should 
also be available in the Community 
Project areas. Because it is our ex
perience that the money earned by 
the people out of their hard toil is 
often taken away by dacoits or robbers 
in the villages. If these villages could 
be taught the lesson of thrift and the 
lesson of depositing their earnings in 
Savings Banks I think it would be 
better for them as well as for the 
finances of the country. So my sugges
tion would be that more post offices 
with Savings Bank facilities should be 
opened in the Community Project 
areas.

With regard to the expansion of 
telegraph facilities my submission 
would be that all the tehsil head
quarters and thana headquarters 
should have these facilities and there 
should be no question of loss incurred 
by the Department, You do not take 
that int  ̂ consideration in having tnmk
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telephone connections In district head- 
quarters. Why should you not do the 
same thing in opening telegraph con* 
nections in tehsil and thana head* 
quarters?

One regrettable feature which I 
would like to bring to the notice of 
the hon. Minister— and it should be 
taken in the spirit in which it is made 
and not in the spirit that 1 am mak-* 
ing any carping criticism— is this. I 
have gone through the Audit Report 
of 1952 in which the Audit authori
ties have brought to notice thet the 
number of defalcations, frauds, em
bezzlements etc. has gone very high 
during the year 1952. I would like to 
draw the attention of the hon. Minis
ter to the fact that In order to main
tain the high reputation of the De
partment it is necessary that very 
great attention should be paid with 
regard to this matter. The Audit Re
port says that the total amount in
volved in the cases of defalcation or 
loss of public money was the highest 
so far recorded and also exceeded the 
corresponding figure of the previous 
years by nearly Rs. 2 lakhs. The in
crease was particularly noticeable in 
respect of losses under Savings Bank 
frauds. The losses under money
orders were Rs. 73,000 and insured 
article frauds and losses were Rs. 1 
lakh and a little more. During the 
year under report the number cif 
cases in respect of Savings Bank
frauds has doubled, and the amoimts 
Involved in money order and Savings 
Bank frauds were nearly twice and 
three times the previous years* figures 
respectively. As compared with the 
average of the preceding years also the 
frauds under these two types of trans
actions showed disquieting increase.

That is what the Audit Report says 
and I would like that iq?ecial notice 
should be taken of thesr remarks by 
the hon. Minister and he should adopt 
all possible means to see that such 
cases of frauds and embezzlements 
become less and less in the future 
years.

I would bring my remarks to a close. 
Before I do so I submit that the build
ings of post offices in many places are

in a deplorable condition. 1 know the 
anxiety of the Department and know 
they are doing all that they can. But 
still if they hasten the pace it will be 
better for the Department as well as 
for the country.

1 support the Demands.

Shri L tfkar (Cachar-Lushai HiUs 
— Reserved— Sch. Castes): Sir, I am 
very much grateful to you for the 
opportunity you have given me to 
speak a few words on these Demands.
1 stand here to support the Demands.

At the very outset I must say that 
India has been making rapid progress 
m the field of Civil Aviation since the 
achievement of independence and the 
nationalisation of the air-transport in
dustry will surely put it on a sound 
and economic basis.

After the Partition, Assam was cut 
otl from the rest of the country in the 
matter of communication by road  ̂
river and rail, and the air 
service is a boon to Assam peo
ple to overcome some of the difHcul- 
ties. Post offices have been opened in 
many villages in the country, but I 
would like to suggest to the hon. 
Minister that the common people 
would get some relief if the price of 
post card be reduced from 3 pice to
2 pice. In a parliamentary demo
cracy, we know that constant hamm^*- 
ings yield some results, but in a 
House of 500 we are only 13 Mem* 
bers from Assam and therefore our 
hammer is very light. If we strike 
hard, we are afraid that on the other 
hand it may strike against our own 
forehead. Therefore, we fully depend 
on the sympathy of the hon. Minis
ter and keep ourselves engaged in 
putting forth our demands and grie
vances to draw the attention of the 
Government. Today I shall confine 
myself to placing some of the demands 
of the most neglected area— that is 
my area— t̂he District of Cachar and 
Lushai Hills in the neglected State of 
Assam.

The hon. Minister was kind enough 
to visit Silchar town in the Cachar 
District during his Assam tour in 
January fast. He is well aware of the
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strategic and geographical position of 
the area. We are dependent on Cal- 
•̂utta for our food supply, consumer 
:̂oods, building materials and other 

things. If we are to go to any 
other part of the country, then 
we have to go via Calcutta 
and Calcutta is the only market 
for the produce of the area, 
such as oranges, pine apples and other 
things. Therefore, we are to keep in 
touch with Calcutta by going and 
coming every now and then. Before 
Partition, the usual route by rail 
from our place to Calcutta was through 
Pakistan and by that route one could 
reach Calcutta In 24 hours by passing 
only one night in the train, whereas 
at present one has to pass three full 
nights in the train by Assam Link. 
Therefore, the common people are 
temoted to travel by air— (only two 
and a half hours* journey) from our 
place to Calcutta— to avoid the trouble
some train journey. The circum
stance* have compelled the people of 
our place to travel by air. but the air 
fare is too high for the general pub
lic and if the fare is reduced at least 
from Rs. 80 to Rs, 60, then the peo
ple will get some relief. Moreover, 
"this will attract mere passengers to 
travel by air and there will be more 
income and profit. I think the Ques

tion of loss cannot, therefore, arise.

Students are given some concessions, 
that is 25 per cent, less than the 
actual fare T think the Assam stu
dents should be given concessions of 
>>alf the actual fare so that the poor 
students also can go by air to avoid 
thp four days* troublesome journey by 
rail.

The economy of the hill and olain 
people has been severely shattered by 
partition of the country. The perish
able things like oranges, pine apples, 
etc. the only products of Cachar and 
Lushai Hills are sometimes lifted by 
air at a concessional freight. Even in 
spite of that, these things cannot 
command the pre-partition market at 

Calcutta and the producers are not 
ftetting fair price for their products. 
■Further concession in freight rates 
should be given to save the growers

and traders as well from these trying 
conditions The fare and freight 
structure should be revised from a 
humanitarian point of view and not 
from a commercial outlook.

There is a persistent demand for 
having telegraph offices in certain 
placcs in the District of Cachar, 
especially at all police stations. For 
instance, Sonaimukh bazar adjacent to 
Sonai police station was gutted twice 
last year causing loss of lakhs, and * 
nothing could be dene to save it for 
want of telcgraoh facilities. Therefore
• request the hon. Minister to provide 
facilities by opening telegraph offices  ̂
rit Sonaimukh, Katigara, Bhagabazar, 
Ganganagar, Kabuganj, Joypur- 
Rajabazar, Bhangarpar and Jalalpur, 
and thus save the people from walk
ing ten to twenty miles to reach 
telegraph office in times of need.

There is also a long-standing demand 
for having a public telephone exchange 
at Kariganj sub-divisional headquar
ters. I request the hon. Minister to 
provi.le these facilities without any 
delay

Now, I would like to draw the atten
tion of the hon. Minister to a very 
vital point in connection with the 
recruitment and employment of staff 
in the Assam Circle of Posts and 
Telegraphs Department. In this con
nection there is a lot of criticism in 
the local papers. The President of 
the Union of Posts and Telegraphs 
workers, Cachar-Assam, has raised 
his protest against the decision of the 
Department. I come to leam from 
all these reports that the Assam Circle 
of Posts and Telegraphs has been » 
divided into four divisions, and for 
each division some regional languages 
have been prescribed. No one speak
ing a language other than the Ian-  ̂
guages assigr^i to the division is 
eligible for en.plojrment in that divi
sion. If that be the fact, then this 
will affect us greatly and I feel it my 
duty to bring it to the notice of the 
Government.

As I said before, the Assam Circle 
is divided into four divisions (1 ) 
Upper Assam Division— consisting of 
Dibrugarh and Sibsagar Districts with
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regional languages, Assamese and 
Hindi, (2) Central Assam— consisting 
o f Darrang and Nowgong Districts 
with regional languages, Assamese and 
Hindi, (3) Lower Assam Division—  
consisting of Goalpara, Kamrup, Garo 
Hills and K. & J. HiUs Districts with 

regional languages, Assamese. Hindi, 
Khasi and Garo. and (4) Cachar 
Division— consisting of Cachar, Lushai 
Hills, North Cachar and Mikir Hills 
Districts, and Manipur and Tripura 
States with regional languages, 
Assamese, Hindi, Manipuri, Lushai 
and Bengali. Assamese and Hindi 
languages are common in all divisions 
and other regional languages are 
assigned to this or that division only. 
I would U^z to know from the hon 
Minister whether according to the 
action taken, the Khasi and Garo- 
speaking people living in the Cachar 
Division are not eligible for employ
ment in that' Division, or Bengali. 
Manipuri and Mizo-speaking people 
residing permanently as natives or 
domiciles in Lower Assam Division 
are not entitled to stand as candi
dates for emplo3mnent in the Lower 
Assam Division? If that be the fact 
then the Cachar Division is greatly 
affected and it is surely an Injustice 
to the people of Cachar Division with 
a population of more than 25 lakhs. 
For instance, let me take the case of 
Bengali-speaking people in the State 
of Assam. The hon. Minister. I 
believe, knows well that a good num
ber of Bengali people live as natives 
or domiciles in all plain districts of 
Assam State. The number is great in 
Goalpara, Nowgong and Kamrup 
Districts. The displaced persons are 
scattered all over Assam. They are 
almost all East Bengal refugees and 

rally, they are Bengalis, to make 
it rhore clear, let me cite another 
example. If a Bengali lives perma
nently as a native or a domicile 
in the district of Goalpara in 
Assam Lower Division, according to 
this circular, he is not eligible to get 
an emplojmient in Goalpara district 
because Bengali is not accepted as a 
regional language in the Lower Assam 
Division. By doing so, I feel that 
he is deprived of his fundamental 
rights as provided in article 16 of the

Constitution. 1 ask if it is a fact or 
not. and I would like to draw the 
attention of the hon. Minister to this.

Shrl Jagjivan Ram: The funda
mental right is not a fact.

Shri Laskar: If a Bengali of Goal
para District wants to get a job in 
that region by suppressing his own 
language, let him do so. But, by the 
acceptance of Bengali language as his 
own, if he is thrust on the Cachar 
Division for an employment in the 
Posts and Telegraphs Department, 
only on the ground that Bengali 
language is accepted as a regional 
language in Cachar Division, then, I 
must protest against it. Because, 
thereby, lakhs of Bangalees how liv
ing in different districts of Assam 
other than those in the Cachar Divi
sion, will be thrust on the Cachar 
Division for employment in the Posts 
and Telegraphs Department. This will 
surely go against the interests of 
the people whether Bengalis, Hindus
tanis, Manipuris, Assamese and 
Mizos in the Cachar Division.

I welcome recruitment of staff on 
regional basis. I also welcome reser
vation for the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes in the recruitment. 
I also welcome that every one should 
be eligible for appointment without 
any discrimination of race or lan
guage, etc., in the Division. But, I 
oppose unnecessary imposition of 
lakhs of people on the Cachar Divi
sion for the purpose of getting em
ployment, people who naturally do 
not belong to this area. So far as I 
know, there are no restrictions or 
discriminations in the services under 
the State Government of Assam. 
Therefore, my humble submission to 
the hon. Minister is to look into this 
matter and do justice to the people 
living in the Cachar Division.
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ĵ N:t I  ifK ST A ^
«ft ftr ^  % w r f  ^  ’fmmf 

% 3ft "fts TT ^
Pro 3rni ^  IT JTT̂ JT 5nTT 1
<TT SJTT 'B’Bffl’ff t  %

TT 4' »n »̂T ?niT^*ft 

«T̂  JS i ^  I

flKltwft ftfifft ; 11̂  ?ft 
îq-ift wqjft ¥r<m ^  | 11  eft ji?

sRcft  ̂ 11 ?>Tr̂
^  *1̂  **^r«!>^^

I ffT JT̂  K<mdt ftr mar t  «fk 
M  'K  «r?r< JTflf ^  ^ I

T̂RT ^

ftr !pt̂ fjT%?R firfH^ TT ![3pr 
?T>T *r<TT I  ?ftT ??f »tT?l' 'fl'̂
sift 'T̂ 'K =5T5T T?t I  I

74Tcir«r

nrft I

!WTf 3r?T5r

W
It ^  Rnrnr ^  5tn  <ft

<tftr ^  5ftn ?R̂ rrft ftr*rpff % «nt

^ t̂tt f^m vx^  ^ ^

(ftr PniW TT 'd̂ l̂ <><i f?>JTr

i m  >T %  ^  ^  ^Rvnft

f^irnr t  'trk a r?  >r^  «rnr

«PT?n 5IT T?T  ̂ I <TTmr3r ^  irw tv

I  fsp ^  ^  W f  8i jW t!T  ?rr

«mr t  I X? >T̂  ^  W t  sf̂ Tf

I  I ?rrKĵ  11^ t  ftr T̂̂ sfTft ^  I;

^  ^ jft# 5IT t ‘ «ftT «im(r 

^  I  5 m  5T  ̂ I

T R  HWfr (fir?TT ?IT1|JT- 

»i^— ?r 1̂  i r i w —

«lTT^ft <i<1T '̂dT eft Jfft I  ?

•ftwfft WTCTiwO ftw^r : w T

^  «rr?r $ J irt  ^nw # >

v ih n fk iff ^  f>nr i # w  ^  
*Pt ?i #% 5 { r n T j  

*ft^  « ftr % v4-inF<q1[ % « to

f H  fipff er̂ r ^  sfTT wt r̂r ftra i

 ̂ if t r  ^ JT̂  ?ft T̂̂ Rft ftff
qf^iTT I , #fttiT JT?

^  % ?rn?r ^  j  ftr ^

^  ffrt?TT ^  v t fro  ^  
(n ftim tfiTirir

% ’j?  % JT^ sneT 5^  ^  5fl»ft ^
m ,  +HNif<iff % ffnr, 3ft ftrPr?^ 
m  t  ?r? ^  q? «rar I  I

Lala Aehlnt Bam (Hissar): Not very 
correct.

«ft*l?ft HT(i6lw<t ftp ff : 4  <flW> 
f t ir r S  ^»ft I 5<f̂  T

^.?r <ftT *nrt i^ - n *fr?r

fJp “f?  ;ti7  t< t «u tie " 1 ^  ^
r̂ Tfc ft j  IV  57' ^  5F1-

WT̂  v r  

^ 1  ^  t ’ F* 5 >TTt

^RT 4 ^  ^  v«ft 11 wpr ^  w
?riT +r*i ^  Ty  5>

7W ^  «l>t ^*ft ft I Hfv*T ^  ? ̂ '*■'5- 
YS. Ir  ^  h k r- k ?  % w^Fryf 
^  « rrr ^  1 «rprvt *n?i*r ^
P r «^ O T5 T5 !^  5 H T | fV fT O ^ ‘ 

"H t^  ^  5T ?f I
II»FI«T 5f5TT# % ^  ^<IT ’RT

^ T̂ ??HT '̂PIT 5?)T ^ I ^

V?, #  i f t  *rtlT5T <RT# % f t w  w q l y s
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finr »nTT <n ^  f  ̂ n’ |   ̂v  rrw

fstK , qin^«

^  ?arr t  «r? ? v  fsn r,

H K o -!(?  ^  aft f^jT t

^ mm fm r  ’m r  ^  fWT 

«rtt ^ *nrnr? #=?r ytrr

t  5rr  ̂ \s? fjriT 1

fw r I  I

Dr. Lanka Sundaram (Visakha- 
patnam): What percentages?

sfNrft ? n r# w ^  ftp?T : f*raj^

3T  ̂^  TT T f t  «ft 5ft 5»n t
f»rf5T?iT ?TTjf3r #  ?? 5ftT Ir  ^  ^
»TrT«ir ftiTT qr *fk P. & T .

m«t*r

rfk  % 55T1 «iT I ^  Ir ift ®n<T 
^  T^r T T m  ^  ^  ^PrJTT srwft ^  ^  
infsp f ¥ m  V T < i T 8 5  i f t m f r  
«pt % M  ^  w w  «TT I w  

3ft % rfR 3T  ^  im r «ft 
^  4  *r^t Vt^THT ^ I 
?I'T'ft «R? «?T :

“Now I will come to some other 
grievances. It is no use .blaming 
the department. There are cer* 
tain obvious difficulties. It is not
financial difficulty; but there are

" others as well. Money was provid
ed in the previous year’s Budget 
and it lapsed. I have been trying 
and I may succeed in seeing that 
the money provided for in the
Budget is utilised during the
course of the year and does not 
lapse. That is all I can say.”

snrrr rnp m  ^ *rr̂  

f t  ?ft f W C T  ? r r^  *Ft q w i f v  ^  
WVnf V^T TT ftr

f , ?ft 'TT^fTfsrat f
w rfsm W  f  ?»T ^  v n r  v t
*r  ̂ I TTT

^ran: t t v «  ^

^ T f r t ,  «̂rnT ??nTr ^  ?t n ji 

 ̂ Pbt ^  f t r f ir ^  ?TT(W s?r

WT5T WT?T 4>t

fl'pS', f>rr  ̂?rr*i  ̂ ityw irr^

»ftt ^ I 1TTT ^  ^  ijtw rt"

T t »flTT?r ?ft f«BT ?>ITT

T t#  *»rr WT «Fnr?r t  ’TO t  jt? ^i^rr 

^mpfr t  I

WRT 4  JT̂  V^nl WnpA ^ 

fijr gjw »m«T? 5»R f  fip ?fro <{Vo 

»»5^« rfto 5# ^  sr^

^  ^ «»rT # ^  f w  f% sirr 

ftrspft ^?TiT^^?r^lf

?ft ?ffJTr ? f  T «rnr w  ' f t e  

^  «pt qr<T wq#

t A P m  w t  51^ T?r ^  I f ^ ? r  

53ftf*T<rfr»T *»rr 1

M f f m  % 3ft ^?RT 

f ,  *nTT w ^ t  ^  TT# # f^r^r 

?>!ft t  fft *rrr iTT̂ ir gvinfjrart*? f^ r t -  

<it?r W I wnff v t  »nPRr 

^  I wnr %

WIT TT «FnT ^  5 , ?ft WT

w  '•ITT TT ^  ^

?ft V>ft *TTT ^  THT snft 

«nn: »tm ^  ^  si^

wn I 5 »at ^  f t  t t j t  ^

f s n w f t   ̂ |!TT, IT? ?ft 

Pp f n f t w  mw I  I

<W ^  fRT ^  vfsfr ^

^ ftnrr >ft i5t «ft I 

w  % frn € # s ?r wmre*r fttjn

imr ^  f*P JTf ^  3rrn*ft 1 ^ftrsr

f in r  «rfH»;>r % 5 ^  win r*ff>iwT ?mpr

^ f i m n ^ c f t ^ ’t^JT^WUTsnfr 

Iff TTcT  ̂ t^ftSRW Tf4i 5'# ^
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% *rr̂  ^ 1 <R 3ft ^  

ftrPT^ % ^ t , ^  5ft»r

% fS! fIT?5i«F t ,  ^t*rr5JIT  

f>iT f% «pwjf5#?Hr ^ T>is

«Kt

 ̂ fspT̂ rt Tt?e^

■3 H # 3ft Tf^r 5^  ?»

5 f7 ^ T  si>t |%*Rr 

% ^  3TRft t  I 5rnr? «trr ^  »trjit 
•fr^t f>rf5T^ ^  ?TT«B %
<TT ijf?T 3ftT fijiTT 3IT ^ ft>

^  ^  3mi I
'TRT % *»tr?

<n'T ^  ■TT ^i's?f ^

i ,  ^ttW ?t f

T(t«srr # 5(?m *r# f  1
fira ^nr % ^  ^ ^kush

<n  ̂ f%̂ rr, *nft snr ^lofl ^

^ eft Pb t trfevRW <Tt?z  ̂ ^
<Tt^ ^  ^  5|T I  ) ^
tft^^ 'Terr J lif w f ^^rrt ^  t  t
«r? sTT̂  ?T»m ^ 5T^ *n f I

5 P.M .

«ft w h v i TW  ; ^
?iTMt 1

WlTiiwO ^  «iina

§ Pfr ^ r^ fV  iT^Viff t  
4 4  R  % w^RTlf 'TT *rVr ftf*rr 3tt  ̂ 1

iT??r<rr ftnrr vTt^^ft>^»nT ^iT'irrd' 
n *1^  # *T5^ *ir?»ft ? rrf^  

f f  *t? W  3TPT I ipEft 1%̂  VvfW C T 
T>WT W  I  I ^  Ir ^  

H'W T’it  r̂ ^  % ^yt siW ftgf
if t  w r A\ ?»nt ^

^  iiT ^  ^t, ?r  ̂ ='rr|?ft

t  ftr  V P ftZ tf^  f t  I JTf
5rt i t   ̂ I wf%5T 5R cR t^
^  sfTT ^  d e p a rtm e n t sttt 
»Ji?{ftnTlf KTTeft ?̂T5Tr, ^  » r^
?TJ?3T # ^  !»Rft I  <fk ^
^fsprr ^r?5ft f  1 w t  f t r P i^  ?rr?^
# *F5f ftr  ^*T?i n  iTf ^^ r «rr

T̂Spt ^TfSR

Pp^ft ^  ?fTO #  JT? ^  «rr ? r ^
 ̂ >5 '̂»ilf^'isii if

«rr̂ r ?>pt sft s rH ft 'tt

5117 5TT ?r^, S t % T WT 2T3rf I  %
«mT ^  *r? i? = w #
«»5t Trte ^  t  I »flT *pff 5?rfft 

»H[r5ft f$ q i*T z  ^  ? r ^  ^r
5Tfi:̂  ^  I

^  t  ^  PHPrfdi. ^rr|jr 

V?# t  f t f  ?nnT ^  1 5 ft t  ?TT#
% ?rw  ^»?l^ g ft» ^  w  ^  
y» fv i w r  mpTT ^  * rrt
^  WT ^nUTTT t  I

IfV  * » W ^  « « w  : ?r»rF 5T^
t  I

w iw w c t  ftp ^  :

^  f v  *1^t ^  I
^?i»ft' ^  Jn?r ^  < ftr Ppt ^  'S'T'in

# 5T^ <rr^ ?ft ??r *iff
t  ft f !̂T% ?r^ I

#  3T5 M m  505 7]^

f  VffpF ^  5̂T% 9$ 11  <if
v iN r f t  t  f3P5»ft ^
^  ^  I *<*l< ^  •T73'

^  SHVt ^  I J|^
Vt’RT ?ft r*<(HW  ̂ ^TT^ ^  «fl^ ^
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^ -T 5IPT

1 1  t  ^  inrsiRfr fjff-

^  f<?r ^

P̂TOcft f  I wrarer 

# 5 »TR % j f i  5ft*ft

# ??r ^  Pp ^  w  % gpTOT

t ,  % # id ft  

r̂ ^  ^a' «ft aRT5y
'T *ftr 'fl’o

<̂ *To ^ o  ^ ?l|si«iK*i ft̂ TT

«rr ftFT w  ^  T t >fk f̂ JTT 3n#nr i 

w  w f  « m m  arr T?rr 

t  >ft *Tfrr tpt  *ii^*i

ft̂ TT I  I

ftra% # # U.V T̂?r ^  

v^ift  ̂fv sft 5+d^n Tfff 
t ,  y t  ? F  ^  ^

T^^ «TT3r?tT i

'TTftnift JT? «ft ft? ^  #  grrfW

?> ^  ♦'«?•>< 10  «rl?2?r

VT f?y  ̂arr4  ̂ i «niT )? % jb i  

€W ?ft ^  T̂RT Jf?r?T 5iT̂ «f ) 

f?t% ?rrt ^  »n?W T 3RT5T ^

t  A JT?f îTT ^

g  I *̂nc?T m p ' # '3-1-'^%

^  JT̂  fW T <11 :

“It is thought that those offl- 
cials who qualified in any of the 
Inspectors’ examination but were 
not selected for want of adequate 
vacancies are, by virtue of the 
fart that they studied for the 
examination and passed it, better 
suited academically for appoint
ment in short temporary vacan- 
ciies. It is decided, therefore 
that such men should be given 
preference over all others and de
cided that officiating appointment

should be tfiven to such officials
only.”

U H  ^  ’T? 'T T f^  «ft I 3IT % ^  
^  ^  ? r ft^  «IT T ftlflT

VTV?«Fi*fWCT?t »mT I 

t??»TPr 5f^ t  ftr ar̂  v s t o f t ^  ^  niTT > 

JiK fiTc w

»rm ft? fsRi^ n Owriff 

^  ^  <At

^  ^  ^  ^!T spr I w
% OT*r ST W  ^  ^  I

5T 5ft ift THT ^

^  ’m JT  JT5  t  ^

^ ^  <nr ^

I  i r̂rw iRnfnr 'nw

ftf<n *nr *T5 r îrsrr  ̂ f*P f̂t *t^

^ ^  % r̂nr

M s n r f t f C T i  3 t t ^ q f | ^

r̂ 35rt>t *1̂  fff ^ 1  ^

«rttwT # #3# ^  ^  t  ‘

Jrft?nniT# * 1̂ «nm »Tft«T

|  ^  wro ?rnH ft? ?»TTt 

TW ^?pft #ih!fhr ^  ^

wnift ^  sr̂ li ̂ 1  >T? f i ^ -

#5 ?pp?n ^  I <n: 5iWf v t
TdtffT ^  ftPTT t

*frc afjr ¥fr?ft TT

v t  Pf?: Pbt v r  wnPTT v f r i

T??rT t  I

g^oTST 5*r f m r

% ?ftn «ftr <TTT ift Tift frrfirir 

^  q f  ^  <riVt f»r «Rj^ iT ? ^  TT
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t  f r  iRP ^  WT fm?r ^

t  5riT JT? ^  5(T<rr trt

^  ^  ftW  5T<ft 1 1

^  fRniPT ^  f^ w i 1 1

wnnft v f r  5r<ir ftf ?*t

^  ^ WTT r̂ 'TR Ph s  

vnw rw  nij»fa : f in e  4'

’̂ TTT ^  »ftT ^  T^T f  I

ifN iA  : l̂ HT

^mptr VTvfttsH % »nt # ftw  n̂wr 

■fti w  fv rr  *WT *n, 3wr

% % #»?7: ^  ?w

fW e x  m i5» v r  ?rnr «it,
>̂! ?r»nT5T ftfJIT 'TT . . .

wi^ TriT»Tncm«T f« 5  ( fu rft-  

T̂»r tT ? ^ )  : f’pin' i

m rirsftft ftrf^ r: TC W<ft

^  fipr 5 ^ 's'p ’•nf

^  #3# f  ^  iOT f̂*n?r ftfsrr

^  n\ 5rBrm ^ ^irrt f W n :  

^ iRTnrr f¥  v r  ^mnrr 
■;̂ <.ŷ ;̂  xtTK

 ̂ *ftr »TPT f '̂TT fV VKMV

^  ^   ̂ ’TT 'Snjl^

^  ^  ^  ^rro ^

*ipj?ft ^  I  *fK ^  ^

■H ̂  t  3H|f ^  %PmiT5y

^  t  I fKpHfK KTf? 

^  ^  % tTcixnr |  ft?

t  PP t̂rt ^   ̂ w  srw

If t̂ sRnr  ̂^  inwr ^  ®spt vtr

v t f ^ 2T # « f t r 5 ! ^ ^ I «rrT»Pi 

jTT STH ?ft w i ^  5T?i  ̂ in r^  ^  r̂ ncT̂  

*IT *it{l «i(w 'ani'l ^  ^

^  w  ’rra %  ̂ I W®TO

>Tf !ift ^  t  Tft^rr 

i  ^  W  iiTrT ipt ?nft?r VT?rT |  «flr 

tft ?!^ ftpTT I  : 

“Mr. B. C. Mukerjee, Ex- 
Chairman of the Indian Airlines
ConporaHion, (handing over
charge to Mr. Shankar Prasad 
tomorrow, and is proceeding on 
two months* leave. He is not 
likely to return to the post and, 
acjcqrding to reports, is already 

being considered for a Secretary
ship in the Government of India.

According to lobby reports, the 
Chairman of the lA C  and the 
Ministry of Communications were 
not pulling on well together and 
Mr, Mukerjee was even contem
plating to resign the post. He had 
however, asked for leave on 
grounds of health,

It is understood that the diffe
rences between the lAC and the 
Ministry of Communications rela
ted mainly to certain high grade 
posts in the administrative set up 
of the Corporation. For instance, 
even though the Corporation has 
been in being since Octaber 1, the 
statutory appointment of a Gene
ral Manager has not been filled.

It is learnt that an informal 
offer for this post was made to Mr. 
K. J. Bhore, who is at present 
Director-General of Civil Aviation 
in Pakistan. It is understood that 
there has been opposition to Mr. 
Bhore’s appointment from highly 
Ixifluenclal non-official directors 
of the lAC:*

IT? fr ftJ  ^

# ^

^  srrrnr *rr % 3̂ 3̂̂  ?ft n̂#t
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iPT t ?r?r^ fnT«r

# «rTT^ ? m f  fHT^

M  f ,  ̂  Pnrra# *ftr: f«P?ft

^  «R# #  fiRTT W  t
«R!| I  f v  prnT «nH ^  *itT 

*rnT ^  f w  sr+T<

?n:? ^^rnrr ^mr 1 f«n^ 

W m r r  f  ftr ^  ^rcr ?fr
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&jri Joachim Alva (Kanara): May 
I ask from which paper this report is 
read out? I want to know whether 
this report emanates from a paper 
which constantly vilifles the Prime 
Minister of India.

Shrimati Tarkeshwari Shilia: This
is a report of the Indian Express and 
the Communications Ministry had 
not the guts to refute this report.
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^ ^ * F ^  v tr fv r t

% T̂TZT ^ I ll^

?ft JlTT ^  <1T VJT9T *IT 4

f r  ftrf?TOT: if

«ft?T ¥T ^  jfi’n' ^ r f^ ,

«rr I <̂!TT?»n ^  ^  ?tff

«fr I 4' ?ft )̂!mrsir *ft

ft* ^  *TfP' ^  f r  ?TT?f wra’ *PT

mzT 3ft f?:* 1 ^ ^  T?r ^ 

^ « i f t f f ^ 5 » f t | f t r « T f o f t ^ f t  

t  ̂  ^  f w r  5WTTT I ^

’’inpft j  fv fRR »nft w

®TnT.§ v f f fv  ^  ^W^ft-

^  fT  I  W»IT

^’̂ t <ftr ^T!T ijtffr 

y m x  ^  i^tr ^

9ft 5iff Tfift f r  «ftr ^  ^  *»tT 

•PTwnwft *pt ftfirr 1

K nT^ ^  fsp^rtrft ^

w fftr  Tnsflwrer % FTT i m p  

^  f  w m ft 9 w r r  *ftT »i«Vi?T?rT 

TT w  ^  % <i«̂ [t̂ nFT:nr w

i  I »frrtr IT? V ? ^  r̂ r 

T̂CT ?ft ^  i^ I  S ir  st?ft t  '
’ nrf^ ftr mJT wTf ?t r^r

I  <ft  ̂ g ^ vt JIT fSpjrT ^  T̂*PffT 

I  I WTT qT srft P»><Ĵ glO ^
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Shri Mutttowaiajr (Tindivanum); I 
would like to confine myself to the
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[Shri Muniswazny]
long-standing grievances of tlie P. & 
T. employees.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Now that an
hon. Member has started speaking, 
there should be more speeches in the 
benchesl

Shri Jfoachim Alva: I tender my
apology to the hon. Member, if I had 
made a  mistake.

S'hri Muniswamy: It is surprising to 
see how our hon. Minister, who has 
realised the difficulties of the postal 
employees and appreciated their suf
ferings, still keeps Quiet without any
thing to redress their grievances. That 
is really a surprise to me.

Speaking about the postmen and the 
class IV employees, I feel that it is.
proper that I quote what was said by 
a leading politician of our country. It 
runs as follows:

“The postmen are a set of hcmast
people. They treasure the letters 
as their own. I know from my 
younger days how honest the post
men are. Money is delivered safe
ly with receipts, and there has 

been no instance of losing it. In 
this respect, the postmen are better 
than postmasters. There may be 
some cases against postmasters

So said Shri Rajagopalacharl, the 
Chief Minister of Madras. Unfortun

ately, or fortunately he does not hap
pen to be the Minister of Communica
tions here. This is the tribute he has 
given to the postmen. I should like to 
bring it to the notice of the hon. Min
ister that such postmen ere treated 
like this.

Speaking about the scales of pay of 
postmen and class IV staff, I am asha
med to say that pay scales fixed for 
them are Rs. 35— 1— 50, and Hs. 30—  
1 /2— 35. Repeated representations have 
been made to the hon. Minister to raise 
these scales of pay. This is a very sim
ple demand that has been made by the 
All-India Postmen's Union. A post
man who joins service with a starting 
pay of Rs. 35 gets a pension of only 

Rs. 16— 8-—0 when he retires ftom ser
vice. On the other hand, in foreign

countries, the postmen and class IV 
staff get something like Rs. 800 or 900. 
1 am making a comparison with for
eign countries, because last year when 
I made a reference to the extra-depart
mental staff, in the course of Ihe 
budget debate, the hon. Ministtr was 
kind enough to make a reference to 
the foreign postal departments and 
said, no rent is paid to extra-depart- 

mental people in foreign countries. I 
snould like to draw the attention ol 

the hon. Minister to the fact that the 
pension which a class IV servant, and 
a postman get is of the order of 
Rs. 11— 8— 0 and Rs. 16— 8— 0 respec
tively.

I should like to make it clear in this 
connection that the postmen’s associa
tions have represented on many occa
sions that a postman could do the work 
of a postal clerk, but a clerk cannot 
do the work of a postman. Yet this 
point has been ignored always. A re
quest has been made that at least a 
time scale should be fixed, in view of 
the fact that many of the postmen are 
asked to do a good deal of work of the 
postal clerks on many occasions. I 
ask whether these things have been 
brought to* the notice of the hon. Minis
ters or not. Many of the minor diffi
culties which lead to the confusion and 
suffering of the postal employees could 
be very easily solved if only the hon. 
Ministers had the mind to do it.

As I have already pointed out on a 
previous occasion, at least in the case 
of people drawing below Rs. 100, the 
whole of the dearness allowance should 
be merged with pay, so that at the 
time of retirement, they will get a 
pension equal to their starting pay. A 
clerk who gets an initial pay ot Bs. 60 
at the time of entering service, gets 
also a pension of Rs. 60 at the time of 
retirement. But a class IV servant 
and a postpian get a pension of 
Rs. 11-8-0 and Rs. 16-8-0 only respecti
vely. How could they get on with this 
small amount? It is a very simple 
demand that they have made, and it 
could be very easily met by the hon. 
Ministers, if only they have a mind to 
do it.
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In the strike demand made in 1946, 
it was demanded that fifty per cent, of
the posts of clerks should be reserved 
for the postmen. Have the Depart
ment fulfilled this demand? Certainly 
not. When questions were asked, it 
was stated that qualified people from 
among the postmen were not available. 
Reservation means that fifty per cent, 
of the posts should be Riven to the 
people who. are comini? from the post
men staff. When it is said that a certain 
number of posts should be reserved 
for the Scheduled Castes, it means that 
those posts will be given for the Sche
duled Castes people. Likewise, if fifty 
per cent, of the posts are reserved for 
the postmen, those posts must be 
given to the postmen only. I do not 
know why this has not been done. 
When I put questions on the floor of 
this House, the hon. Minister stated 
that qualified, and educated i>€ople 
were not available from among post
men. As a matter of fact, many of 

the items of work done by a postal 
clerk, such as money order work, or 

window delivery work, could be easily 
done by postmen. And yet, only re
cently, many of the postmen who have 
acted as clerks for many years, nave 
been thrown out, while attempts have 
been made to bring in an outsider 
whenever there is a vacancy.

I am told there is a  proposal to 
recruit a s s i s t a n t  i n s p e c to r s  on the b a s is  

of an open competition, and thus throw 
open those posts to outsiders. I am 
afraid there will be a great agitation 
In the country, if this proposal is put 
Into effect. Why do you want to recruit 
a s s i s t a n t  in s p e c to r s  from among out
siders? Does i t  mean t h a t  y o u  do not 
get p e o p le  in  t h e  Department itself? 
If you a r e  g o in g  to do this, what will 
b e  the avenue o f  promotion f o r  a 
postal clork? You will only be invit
ing trouble to the C o m m u n ic a t io n s  

Ministry and the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department by putting this proposal 
into effect.

I would like to say a word about 
confirmation tests. Many of the oost- 
meik who have acted as clerks for

68 P.S.D.

more than five or six years have not 
been confirmed.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Not been con
firmed as clerks or as postmen?

Shri Muniswamy: They are perma
nent postmen, they have been promo
ted as clerks and they have worked as 
clerks for more than six or seven years, 
and yet they have not been confirmed 
and they are not getting their incre
ments, because they have not been 
able to pass the confirmation tests. 
While postmen who have acted as 
clerks have been confirmed in th« 
Travancore-Cochin and Hyderabad 
States, in the Madras State, however, 
this has not been done. 1 would re
quest the hon. Minister to give serious 
consideration to this. After all, these 
are all very simple demands made by 
the postal employees.

Now I come to Dutstation allowances. 
This matter has been repeatedly 
brought to the notice of the two hon. 
Ministers, on more than one occasion, 
on the floor of this House. But what 
is the use? Nothing has been done. 
There is a place called Satyamangalam 
in Coimbatore District. The postman 
there has to walk 120 miles in ten days, 
i.e., in the whole month, he has to walk 
360 miles, he has to climb up hills 
3600 feet high etc. This is how he 
lifts himself up. The hon. Minister 
has often stated, we are working for 
the lifting of the down-trodden. But 
this is how these postmen are lifting 
themselves up.

Sardar Hufcam Singh (Kapurthala- 
Bhatinda): He is high up in the ;iir,

Shri Muniswani>: These postmen who 
are away for more than twenty-seven 
days in a month get a monthly ou^sta- 
tion allowance of only Rs. 1-5-0,

Mr. Deputy-Spdiker: For the whole 
month?

Sliri Mfaniswamy: Yes, for the whole 
month. Out of thirty days in a month, 
he remains only for three days in his 
house, and for twenty-seven dsiys, he 
remains away from his place, climbing
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the Nilgris Hills, and walking a dis
tance of about 360 miles in ail. He is 
given a monthly outstation allowance 
of only Rs. 1-5-0.

Shri Nambiar (Mayuram): One anna 
per day!

Shri-Muniswamy: They call it out-
station allowance. It has been repeat
ed by the hon. Minister on many occa
sions. This is the way how things are 
going on.

Another thing is about the hcfliday 
allowance for the postmen and class 
l y  staff. Postmen and class IV staff 
work during holidays. Only two 
categories of people, the packers and 
the postmen, are given holiday allow
ance, but not the other people. Why 
should there be this differentiation? 
When the class IV staff and postmen 
work in the post office on holidays, why 
should not they also be given this all
owance? These are some of the incon
sistencies, Sir, which I should like to 
bring to the notice of the Minister.

Then I come to the supply of uni
forms. The postmen were previously 
supplied with turbans. Now turbans 
have been taken away and they have 
been given caps. (Interruptions). Re
presentations were made many times 
that the caps could not protect their 
heads because they had to walk in the 
hot sun. We And that turban is suppli
ed to Sikh postmen. Why should you 
make this differentiation in the case of 
people in the South? Here in Delhi 
during winter you supply them clothes. 
It is not at all uniform. They cannot 
be called uniforms because they are 
not uniforms at all. What happens in 
Madras in the Corporation is this. I 
know it as a matter of fact. Ti)ey 
give them the clothes and Rs. 6 for sti
tching. Here what happens is that 
they supply the cloth and they put it on 
auction and the tailor comes and takes 
it on auction, at the rate of 6 pies per 
cap, six annas for suits and three 
annas for coat. You can imagine how 
he can stitch a cap for 6 pies and how 
it will fit on the head! (Interruptions.) 
I regret very much to say all these 
things. These are some of the very

ordinary simple things which could
be easily looked into and solved by 
the Ministry. The demands of the 
postmen and class IV staff are very 
simple and the matter can be easily 
solved by the Ministry if they have the 
mind to redress their grievances.

Then I come to the supply of um
brellas. I am told in Nagercoil, south 
of Tomilnad, they are Supplying one 
umbrella for five postmen! (Interrupt 
tions). I do not know how they invent 
such ideas.

Shri Sadhan Gupta (Calcutta South- 
East): Mahabharata come true*.

Shri Muniswamy: Umbrellas are
supplied at places where there is a rain 
of more than 30 inches. Perhaps, ac
cording to their idea, cards, covers 
and postal articles could be destroyed 
only by a rain of more than 30 inches 
and not less. I do not know how this 
anomaly has come about.

It is also my request as the Vice- 
President of the State Union that 
soma washing allowance at least should 
be given to the postal staff. Regard
ing uniforms, a representation was 
made by the mail motor service em
ployees. They have not been supplied 
uniforms at all. I do not know whe
ther this has come to the notice of 
the Minister. Many a time when 
irregularities and inconsistencies are 
brought to the notice of the Minister, 
whenever we put questions about them, 
the reply is that they are ‘under con
sideration*. Are we to take it that 

they are really under consideration of 
the Ministry or whether it was not 
brought to the notice of the Ministry at 
all? Because these are all very simple 
demands which could very easily be 
met.

The next point is about medical 
relief for the class IV oflRcials. I am 
glad I have leamt from the hon. Min
ister that they are going to give some 

medical relief to this staff.

Another thing is regarding the res* 
toration of the PTO concession. We
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have been repeatedly telling them 
about this. It is after all a matter of 
'adjustment’ and it can be restored.

I want to make a mention about the 
employment exchanges. The employ
ment exchange does not come into the 
picture in the case of postmen and also 
postal clerks because they have to pass 
a competitive examination. Only in 
the case of the class IV stall, they 
send up names. Why should it be? 

The employment exchanges do not help 
at all. It has been repeatedly said that 

^employment exchanges are of no use 
at all. A man registers himself and 

i even after five or six years he does 
not get any post at all. I am afraid 
some people will not be called even 
just before they reach the age of re
tirement, or after thirty years.

Shrl Sadhan Gupta: When they retir- 
<ed in the next world.

Shri Muniswamy: Another thing I
want to bring to the notice of the 
•Minister is about the Villupuram
Junction R.M.S. It is very very im
portant. It is the most important
junction of Tamilnad. I have been to 
that place many times. There is the 
R.M.S. office which has an accommoda
tion of 450 square feet and 14 to 20 
people are working there and hundreds 

o f  packages are lying on the platform. 
There is no space; there is no accom
modation. I have also represented the 
matter to the railway authorities. The 

Communication^ Ministry has not taken 
4iny steps at all. At the end of the 
platform, there is wide space. If the 
Ministry takes it up immediately and

* writes to the Railway Ministry, it can
construct a building there so that that 
office could be accommodated there 

 ̂ and the packages need not be lying on
the platform. According to their rules, 
if  there are 14 employees, the area of 
the office must be some SOU or 000 
square feet. But here there are 14 to
19 people working in the same n»om 
with a much less space with all the 
hundreds of packages lying outside 
On the platform. Therefore, I earnest
ly  request the hon. Minister to write 
to  the Railway Ministry immediately

and see that a building is erected at 
the end of the platform where there 
is enough space.

Then, Sir, 1 want to mention about 
the postal signallers attached to the 

P. & T. Department. They are doing 
signalling work. The postal stall are 

given 16 days’ holidays, but the tele
graph statl' are given only 12 days. 
These postal signallers are also attach
ed to the Postal Department. So 
what about the 4 days which they, are 
losing? Why not you pay compensa
tion to them. A committee was appo
inted. But nothing was done. It 
recommended Rs. 5. The only thirfg 
that we do is to appoint Tribunals, 
Committees and High-power Commis
sions. But nothing is done. Why 
should the postal signallers lose 4 

days. They must be paid compensa
tion for this loss.

Shri Raj Bahadur: From the trend
of the debate, it seems to be obvious 
that so far as the efficiency of the 
working of the P. & T. and other de
partments under the Ministry of Com
munications is concerned, very little 
has been said by way of criticism. 
More or less, we can divide the criti
cism and the discussion in the House so 
far into three categories.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker; Normally I ex
pect hon. Members who were anxious 
to take part in the debate and have 
spoken to continue to remain in the 
House. I do not know how to avoid 

their going out But if I had known in 
advance by telepathy that they were 
not going to stay on, I would not have 
called them.

Shri Jagjivan Ram; They speak and 
go out.

Mr. Depnty-Speaker: All right. I 
won’t call them in the next debate.

8hri VelayvdhM (Quilon cum 
MaveJikkara-^Reserved— Sch. Castes): 
Does it apply to Ministers also?

8I1H Raj Bahadnr: Something has 
been said about the dlfflculties that 
this Department faces on account of 
the financial system that prevails on
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account of the CPWD. Something has 
been said about the lack of extension 
of P. & T. facilities in certain areas. 
Much has been said about the grie
vances of workers. Sir, I must confess 
tc a feeling that while certain Mem
bers on the opposite side were speaking 
I felt as if I was facing some meeting 
with Union Workers. I was glad be
cause they had nothing to say so far 
as efficiency w a s  concerned. So far as 
efficiency is concerned, I think we are 
all agreed that our workers work

very well and in spite of the criticism 
here and there about laxity “the so- 
called laxity” in the efficiency of the 
working of the department we are all 
agreed that our workers have stood
by us and have done us well.

Now, Sir, I would take up one by 
one, within the limited time at my dis
posal, certain important points that 
have been made out. To begin with, 
I will take the question of the extra- 
departmental employees and the so- 
called meagre allowances given to
them. It is well known that we have
got to extend postal facilities more es
pecially in the rural areas and we can
not do it unless we find workers who 
can do this work part-time. It is not 

tuW time work for a wholetime post
master or a postman in the rural post 
offices. So, if we bear in mind the one 
principle which is so often advocated, 

namely that of *‘equal pay for oqual 
work*\ we shall have to admit that it 
will be very inequitable to pay an 
extra-departmental postmaster in the 
rural post offices the same tcale of 
salary or emoluments as to the post
master who works in a town or any 
other departmental office. While the 
former has to work merely for one or 
two hours a day on an average, the 
latter is occupied for eight hours. 
When it offends the principle of equal 
wages for equal work, then the de
mand that the scale should be brought 
on a par with the departmental scales 

becomes untenable. It a l^  puts a sort 
of brake on the speed and the prog
ress in the expansion of postal facilities 
U  rural areas.

Shri Sarangadhar Da« (Dhenkanal-
West Cuttack): But the postman has.
to work much more; he delivers mails  ̂
etc.

Shri Raj Bahadur: I am tolkin^
about extra-departmental people.

So, those Members of the House who 
have been advocating the principle of 
equal wages for equal work will rea
lise that there is a very feeble cas'i; so* 
far as this demand is concerned.

Something has been said by one of 
the Members opposite about the veri

fication of the character of candidates,, 
whether they are members, or asso
ciated with members, of thfe Commu
nist party or not. He has made a 
grievance of that. He said, ‘why 
should it be about the Communist 
party alone; why should it be limited 
to that party and why this enquiry" 
not be extended to other parties also?* 
In all humility and with all the force 
of emphasis I can command, I say,. 
Sir, that no other political party in the- 
country tries to meddle with the loyal
ties of the workers (Interruption). It 
is nec.essary that we should keep our 
workers in the department free fromi 
the stigma of having any associations 
with any political party whatsoever.

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: That
is why you want the Congress people 
to do this work?

Shri Raj Bahadur: I hope Members 
opposite will be patient. We have teenr 
listening patiently to whatever thejr 
have been saying.

Then, about the separation of finance. 
We definitely feel that the present 
financial system, in certain cases» 
causes delays. We work under a par
liamentary system, we work under a 
democratic system and, as such, we- 
have to take the greatest precaution: 
in regard to the checks and counter
checks for all financial expenditure, 
and proper scrutiny and sanction for 
this is always indi^>en8ible; other wise* 

the democratic structure will ultimate
ly fail. Some reference has been made?
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to the Railway finances and it is said 
that the Railway finances have been 
kept separate. We know the provi
sions of article 112 which lay down 
clearly that the finances and the ac
counting of the Railways are a part and 
parcel of the receipts a n d  expenditure 
of the Government of India. The 
whole revenues and expenditure of 
the accounting thereof are one and 
indivisible and thus whatever revenue 
^nd expenditure fall within the anr̂ bit 
of the Railway Budget, are shown to 
be included in the Central Budget 
«lso. As such, the term ‘separation of 
finances’ in the sense that the Railway 
finances are completely independent of 
the Central Budget, is a misnomer or 
a mis-description of the whole position. 
Even about the Railway finances, we 
know that they have got three Funds; 

one is the Depreciation Reserve Fund, 
the second is the Revenue Reserve 
Fund and the third is the Development 
Fund. In the P. & T. also, we have 
MOi the Depreciation Reserve Fund, 
tout we do not have the other two 
funds, namely, the Revenue Reserve 
Fund and the Development Fund. It 
may be said that whereas the Railway 
Ministry does enjoy some arnount of 
flexibility in this matter for the pur
pose of development, but then the 
question becomes very limited and 
restricted one, namely whether we 
should have in the P. & T. also a 
Development Fund and— I think no
body can deny the necessity that we 
should have a Development Fund and 
for that purpose, a proper consideration 
of the ^hole subject can be entered 
into. Another thing is whether they are 
completely autonomous or completely 
independent of the Central finances in 
the matter of arrangements and orga
nisation. In the case of the Railway 
Board, the Financial Commissioner is 
technically" speaking supposed to be 
under the control of the Railway Min
ister, but even so he enjoys certain 
powers and for certain purposes he 
is also under the control of the Fin
ance Minister. In the ultimate ana

lysis of things, the Financial Com
missioner has also got to see that 
any proposal, scheme or project which 
the Railways, as such, want to embark

upon are kept within the four -corners 
of the ways and means position of the 
entire Central Budget. I will not 
dilate upon this subject, but, I will 
say that while there is a case for the 
reconsideration of the whole thing, 
we cannot say that the separation of 
finances as such is a possibility in an 
absolute way.

I will take up certain other points 
which were raised by Mr, Joshi.

Shri S'. C. Samanta: May I put a
question about separation?

Slirl Raj Rabadur: There is no difT*
erence of opinion. I have simply ex
plained the position.

I will say something about the points 
raised by Shri Joshi. He said that in 
Bombay only 25 post offices have been 
proposed to be opened while in other 
circles there are more. But, in the 
previous years, Bombay has fared 
very well. In 1951-52, in Bombay Cir
cle, 3H1 post offices were opened and in 
1950-51, 156 post offices were opened. 
So, he should not be surprised if he 
finds a larger number of post offices to 
be opened in the following years in 
other circles; it might be due to the 
past history and background of certain 
underdeveloped areas, which were 
formerly known as Indian States. The 
postal facilities were not as wide there 
as were obtaining in the so-called Bri
tish Indian Provinces” . Even so. in 
regard to Ratnagiri District and other 
places to which he has Invited our 
attention, we shall bear in mind his 
suggestions and see where and in 
which villages or groups of villages 
post offices can be opened.

Shri M. D. Joshi: Thank you.

Shri Raj Bahadar: He seems to be 
under a misapprehension about ‘no- 
dak’ villages. Previously the postman 
never reached many of the villa«?es in 
each district or Taluks. The mails 
were never carried there but now there 
is not a single village in the country 
which is not served by a postman. 
Every village has been included in the 
beat of one postman or the other.
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Shri M. D. Joshi: Sometimes cr ĉe a 
week.

Shri lUJ Bahadur: That is all right, 
because for weeks and weeks there 
may be no letter for that village and 
it may not be necessary for us to keep 
a postman for a village for which there 
are no letters.

Then he said something about rain
coats and other things. I will refer to 
them later on. He also said something 
about the disparity in the number of 
supervisory staff of Delhi and Madras 
post offices. That is a specific matter 
which can be gone into and examined.

Mr. Raghubir Sahai spoke something 
about the rising number of frauds. I 
would ]ike to disabuse his mind and 
remove some misapprehensions so far 
as the actual figures are concerned. 

The total amount of losses involved in 
respect of frauds in savings banks, 
money orders and insured articles, all 
put together, in 1950-51 was Rs*
5,72,000 and in the year 1952-53 it went 
up to Rs. 6,65,000. In 1951-52 th« 
amount was 5,67,000 only. But, keeping 
in view the total turnover the percent
age Of frauds has risen from 0 007 per 
cent, in 1951-52 and to 0 008 per cent, 
in 1952-53. In 1950-51 it was 008 per 
cent. Of course, there was a tendency 
upward revealed last but there is no
thing to be alarmed about that.

Then Mr. Laskar said something 
about the necessity of opening tele
graph offices in Assam. I may inform 
him, and he will also be glad to hear 
that, that the Director-General and the 
Chief Minister of Assam have, between 
themselves, drawn up a plan for the 
extension of telegraph and postal 
facilities in Assam. He informs me 
that the Chief Minister was satisfied 
with the arrangements which are pro
posed now.

Then the 3ady Member, Shrimaii 
Sinha said something about the Assis
tant Inspectors and why this new 
cadre is going to be evolved. We very 
well know that the volume of traffic 
has increased enormously. We also 
know that the number of post offices 
has been more than doubled. But the

increase in the number of supervisory 
staff has not been commensurate with* 
the expansion and extension of P. and 
T. facilities, and so we have got to- 
create supervisory posts. We have tô  
import, as best as we can, fresh blood 
and also make our proper contribution 
in the nation’s efforts to solve the 
problem of unemployment. If we have 
suitable candidates, let them come 
through competitive examinations and 
there is no harm in that. Some anxie
ty was expressed about the chances or 
the prospects of the clerks who are 
there already working. I can safelv 
say that those who are eligible to 
appear at the competitive examinations 
are free to do so, and when we try to 
improve the service, we shall have ta 
see that proper supervision of their 
work is provided for in the system. 
So far, we have been working with 
a serious handicap in regard to this 
particular matter, and if we are going, 
to introduce this new category of ins
pectors. it is only in that background 
and with that objective.

Shri Muniswamy has raised ques
tions which are very frequently raised 
by union representatives at the union 
meetings. We have taken them up a 
number of times and he very well 
knows the difficulties that face the 
Ministry. He has said something about 
the scales of pay of postmen and about 
certain anomalies in pension rules etc. 
He very well knows that the scales of 
pay were prescribed by the Central 
Pay Commission and we cannot effect 
a change piecemeal for this particular 
category or class of employees of ih9 
Department and leave out the others. 
Again, he has said that 50 per cent, of 
posts in the clerical cadre are reserv
ed for postmen, but they are not given 
those posts. I may tell him that i f  
they pass the Matriculation examina
tion or if they come out successful in 
a very simple departmental test, they 
are always welcome and are given the 
posts. I do not think that he will ask 
us to appoint them even though they 
do not qualify and come out successful 
in the test and prove their efficiency to 
hold the posts. Even in the case of the
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Scheduled Castes and Tribes, they 
have to satisfy these conditions before 
being selected as clerks or for oth«r 
appointments. Mr. Muniswamy has 
also said that postmen, who have been 
continuing in service for five or six 
years, have not been confirmed. I 
would submit that, if a postman, hav
ing functioned as a clerk, is unable to 
pass the simple confirmation test with 
the help of books and the experience of 
his ordinary every-day work, it is sur
prising how he will be able to contri
bute to the efficiency of the service. 
On the one hand, we are sometimes 
criticised by these friends that the 
standard of efficiency is going down 
everywhere.

Shri Mimiswamy: The efficiency
does not depend upon the test alone. 
It depends upon his experience in the 
department. Having served for more 
than eight years, how can they now 
be considered as inefficient to be clerks?

Shri Raj Bahadur: The hon. Member 
should realise that their very continu
ance in service for eight years, was on 
account of certain considerations which 
should have weighed upon the officers 
concerned, who did not want to ter
minate the services of those people un
necessarily. The officers try to accom
modate them as best as they can. If 
you want us to be rigid with them and 
terminate their services if they fail in 
the test, we will do so, but we try and 
accommodate them as much as possi
ble and some of them have failed thrice 
or four times in the test and yet they 
are given more opportunities to ap
pear at the tests than they are entitl^ 
to, and even then if they do not pass 
then there is going to be no compro
mise in this matter and we have to be 
strict. Any postman who does not pass 
in the confirmation test should not be 
allowed to be confirmed in the interest 
of efficiency.

Mr. Muniswamy said something 
about the outstation allowances for 
certain postmen on duty in Nilgiri 
Hills. I have got a grievance with 
him there. He brought the matter 
officially to me only a couple of days

ago, and in fairness to me and to him, 
he should have allowed me some time 
to write and obtain a report from tnc 
Postmaster-General. Madras or other 
concerned officers. But now he has re
ferred to this matter here perhaps be
cause he wants to attract not only the 
gallery but some i>eople outside also 
and so he has thought it fit to play 
this game. In reply 1 can only say 
that he has tried to draw sweeping 
general conclusions from solitary or 
rare examples. There may be a case in 
Nilgiri Hills which has escaped atten
tion. but Rome was not built in a day. 
All that I can say is that any anomal
ies that come to our notice are dealt 
with and tackled by us as and when 
they come to our notice. Without 
anybody asking us, we take action 
ourselves. I can say that the new 
system or practice that we are follow
ing of having monthly meetings bet
ween union representatives and the 
heads of the respective circles has 
worked very well. Perhaps if these 
difficulties had been placed before the 
Postmaster-General, in any one of such 
meetings he would have removed 
them. Maybe that this particular 
beat to which he was referring is 120 
miles for ten days. It comes to 12 
miles per day. Six miles going and 
six miles coming in a day is not much  ̂
I wonder where he got the figure of 
Rs. 1-5-0 per month of outstation al
lowance. I was surprised at this figu
re. He has been wrongly briefed, I 
suppose.

Then he referred to the supply of 
caps and turbans. He has made it a 
point of grievance that while Sikhs 
are allowed turbans, others are not. 
He wants that turbans should be sup
plied to all our workers. It is a com
mon experience that many people in 
the South go bare-headed. We have 
ourselves seen in, the north also that 
turbans are more often than not plac
ed on their shoulders by the postmen 
and carried about. Apart from that 
these turbans were put to other uses...

Shri SyamnAndaii tehaya (Muzaffar- 
pur Central): Why go to Madras; we 
have Sardar Hukam Singh on one side 
and my hon. friend on the other.
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Shri BaJ Bahadur: Then he caid
something about congestion on plat- 
torms. We are at one with him about 
the necessity of improvement and ex
tension of platforms so that there may 
be more accommodation. But the fact 
remains that all these things shall take 
time to be achieved.

Shri Nambiar; What about umbre
lla?

Shri Raj Bahadur: The necessity of 
supply of umbrellas would depend 
upon the quantity of rainfall at a 
particular place. To say that all the 
thirty inches of rain falls in one .single 
day or one single hour is beyond my 
imagination. If it falls on the hon. 
Member that is all right. But in all my 
life I do not know of a single da.y when 
thirty inche.s of rain would have fallen 
in one day.

Shri Syamnandan Sahaya: He was
talking of Chirapunji.

Shri iRaJ Bahadur: I have done, Sir.

v t  «T (^JTT ar

TT»r;TT) : ®flf n

^ f  irfir

^ ^  '3̂  % fwi*

vtfwr 1 1  ’T? t

^  ?ft ^  ^  ark

fir̂ T?r % HflW «RTW

p5Rr % ^  ?r%, %PF?r

ftpc 3̂ V̂  F̂Tnrf ^  ^

% T w I

4  'ft?? t f w r v  % Tnif

'R v n r r  g  ^  jf ^

?r??JTlr ^ t  I

^  *rnff TT aft?!# 5^ t  # 

STTT % r̂nr  ̂ *it %

^ v t T « T T % f ^  

wr55T a r r o f ^  ^  3iTTwrerr| I ^

3jTm«PcTr % a r r ^ . T T  #  a r n r i i i  
«F?*TT 5 fv  ^  % * it ^  3fV^ 
t f fn m ; #  a ftr JTRTPTRf f^p rn r
5T 3fi ^  a ftr  ■3’S W T ^

JTfT % ŝr̂ nr ?Fr 

TH iftiTvxw  P3JW ^ ' T T  a n w r  ^  
t  ?ft ^  'T?# ^  «PR 
'T?^ t  TT (

t  ?JTlt tr̂ rtr̂ PT M P T  ^

t  ^  ?R!?ft t  
3f!n^ ^  ^  5*r f s w  %

i #  fl'F 'iT m g fv ^ ’T T tw pnftir 
»T?fr ^  ^  ^

anr 5>TTtr t .
irftr^^Fr ^  ^  ¥ 7 #

%  3Tir ? ft ? #  a r r m ^  7?  5ft ^  
?yr5^ arro  ^  #  a m

irrawRT f^ r̂nr % 5 ^  ^r^nff ^

^ ^  I

a rrr  rHP(W< ^
^  f  PP TPsftW T” ! >PT ’P rt’

I a n ft ^  JR*T 
TT irnT#r ^ ? t3K

M f% *1̂  ^
f«CT >ft ^

^  «nrr 5 I 4 ' ^ v t  
fip  ^  >tTT ?ft SrW *TT 1P6R  ^  
w ppfh r ip f t  #  3RT55m «n Pp w  5TT? 
^  ifa s fw r ??r# w  rrs^tJr 3vt> r ^
?rmrr»r ?ft ^  it • ’T?^TT'nrw

t  ^  ^  
?srrfTrfint> ^  a ftr fm r t t :  w r
4?T ’rCf t  f̂ F 1̂ %  !w  ??r%
^ ? T  an#' a ftr a m  ^  %

f t  * r r t  » T ^*r ^  ^  5 f r
4^ %  ^T*T 'TT 9t»rr$’ f t  9 r f^
!T»TV W 3 ? ft, ?ft 'T t 3 T R ^



3875  Demands for Grants 1 APRIL 1954 Demands for Grants 3876

a fk  5 :^ ^  t  I
^ «ft IT5  «P5T Pp ^ ’TPT’fhr %

'IT  5nr*F eft *TF

«pF̂  ^  ^  iTR arnnrr

%  T̂pft ’PTT <TT :
•nrV f® 5^i - *̂1̂ ' *f5TT

^  srrar  ̂ 1 

3?^T % ^  9TRî > 3yvri 

^ 1

4  >̂T«Rrr f  ftf> *r? ^  ^

^ %  ^ f r  >ft 1 1  3W

^  ’T 3ft̂  ^  ĴTrscr 
^<TT 1 1  ^  %r*r?y far*rT»T %

^  sra aftr a r ! f = ^ T f ? T T  ^ I 

!T? ^nTT»T 5ft anft sr? i^  srr t ?t t  
•:??r *Fnr n  ^  9 m n ra r  ^  arr ĴTVrTr

1 1  ajTir ?*r ^  t  ftf p r t  

■ q ^  T re  Ji%T«TT <TT ai5 ?r ^

T?P̂  ta"i îT 5 I 3T(T^

5̂r ?»TT  ̂ <11?t^ ^  'frfV ^ I’I  ^  ^o 
ITo sft ^

i ,  f ^  IT? ^  a rm w  i  f r  arr# 
ftrf^Tw f̂ T«mr it ' w  %

3ftr *^H f%

arr̂ rê np̂  'r t  ?ft ^  3r<T<r 
^  >Trarr*rRT ?4 tf irfn rf ^  

■ft^ #■ 55irr ^  4  i?r

TC 5ift?: ^if5TT ^ afhc *nft
T T  WTK W  aftt f<WHT ^nUTT

5 I ^  ?w <[»̂ w r»r T T  t ,

4  5  ^  ^   ̂^
% 3T# # V tf ^  ST̂ t J f  

 ̂ ^ ft? f^RWt % f*T JT? ftr
^  JJT ^

a m 'sw rr   ̂ i

[ P a n d i t  T h a k u r  D a s  B h a r g a v a  
in the Chair]

^  ? IT  4  "Tt̂ S *At  «̂iftWPfi %
# ^^*TT ifT^tTI f  I

f?r#' ^  ?r?^ PfT ^  ^

STO 3 T ^  ^  arrirrft 

TT » T P ^^W < T ^?^» T S F t 

<F ^  TO  TTT«T# ?ft^ t  JTT ?ft??^ 

«PT fipirr 3TT T?r t  I t  ^  #  

^ a r ^  ^  ^  f r  fV%inr^' T t^  

«nfs?r«’ ?ff55^ % f?y# 1 ? ^  JT ^ir *pt 

5T  ̂ ^  I #  ?ft ^ ¥ t  gw  1̂  

^ft^y fr?: W T R  ^  ftrff 

^  % 5 <c # Jf?y arniT +^<n i

^  fft |»r arnrNt ^  <ar^

11 ?*T^Tnr^ f  %  ^  )T 5T|?ft^

 ̂ *TT*T  ̂ artr ^1*1 ^  *i>̂^

t  I < fte  t^ f tm ;
feTO#? ^?rr s r ^  f r  w  «th % 

^  ^  )T5 <Tt?7 arrfTOT ^

•»>T ^iPT ^  ?ft it r r  w r? r t  ^
a m rrfft% ^^w a rr^ I f w r w ^ c f k ' K  

JTeJMI'IMI m  «TRT % I

\o ,  %o Jir vjo wt? 5?»# t  afVt 

^  ^  ?'S >rtT T f#  f ,  ^  ^ftf

«5ra> f r  ar»ft arrr^ <ft?? anfiB^ 

^ t ^  f  *>rr <F5*rr ^  f r  b r t

5 ? f t ! r f f w ^ « p ^ % T O  <ft?7 

anffiwlr ^  ([(g’RrlTCT ^

?? v  T tfj anftw ^  ? rw  f  

aftr ?»T ^  p tn rn r t ’ %

? t  t̂ «F >Tt?e anftRT % 3 1 ^  Wt95?, 

’r t?  T? aft^ *rtt ^nw  H 3̂BTT 

q f w  u  ? w m  *ft?y % arfw  Jiff

?*T5Ti^T’rtT^»3[’F 

pPT >T #?y ^ I i)Tr w i ^  5 Pp

anR ^  arrft >»f̂  ?ft ?*r ^

’TTT ^  fJpT itW ^

5  aftr 3TJT ^  JTf TT ?W afTT 

^  sF ?T srnrfTV aftr w

P̂TT T  ?T <!MW ^  % q rr

^  I w  *ft3r!rr «ifr ■*r55H ^  snjr
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KTnnRr itt arnrre] 

anf«rT jnK i ,  A

f s r ^  ^  ^  ark !T ^

ar^T« im  ^  ^  wtwt t  •
 ̂0, W

^  R̂̂ T9T 7fcft 5  '>1 1̂ ^  «l*it

«Fr5T ?̂  ̂ t  ^o,
JTT \ ? ^'TT ^  5IJKT ^  *T??rT
^  3ftr ^rnr '<i>t a rn w v y r ^  ^hth^  

?r?3r »t' ^  ^

t  I t  ^RMT I  ft? ^  *1̂  ^

#■ ^  f^RTT anf^^T 

«ni  ̂ WRft t .  W  ^  STTOpft

%■ T P r f f^  ^  f  I

^  ^  t  ^  ^  sirnr

^  M 'T  SRjft «Ft aflT fiT55m 

f  I ir?  sn?T ^RiT t  3TTî  >it*ff 
i|ft *Frat ^  5riTr?r M r  t  

siY?: t p r r ^  ^  f  aftr

v ? r  t  f v  t  f r  ipp «n^

#  aftr ^  s iR W  

arrsr ^  IT? WR 3(1t t ^ > r 

^  ?T^ >Tf^ 71^ f  I Tff

r« A n  fiffTT r̂ f̂«nw 4 HI ^  5n̂ K

WTPT fesH T =<n^ f  ^  ftf 

^FTT t  I ’f l ^  A' anfiiw t

^  ftr ftrt ’TT, «5^ <n: 

t  aflr fj^nr f̂t w d  w t .  

^  «n: M hrnfi anft;^ t .

#■ T t f  ?̂fhrTS) ^  s T T ^  

?T̂ f t .  ^  1  ^
»n# t  *iV̂  *i^<inTT T«n?iT*rf ?nr?: 

«T?^t, ^  *i1»r t  Pp arrr t^fhjro snrfw  

q i i T W  w n^«mnr ^ rtM ,

^  aftt ^  ?n:? %

f n M  M w n i; wnpT ^  3mnft

^  « F ^  ^  ?  I aPTT a m

w  ?n:? «PT m  5ft ^  ’f*rn r v r
arra^fr anWT PRT ^<IT t

3r55RT %TT *RT t  f'̂ T̂T 

»T 3 ft« T t^  fg# g^  t  <J5T: 

f w  3rnr i Nj<i^<«i % f ^  ^  fe  
*l»t t̂ *F a rn ft 4T*fWI 5 I *R
a rfkv  ^ h r 5TWTT ^  I i R^i
t  %  a ftr fw 5 rm r
i>:t  3 m  fW h R  I ^  5TTsr
^f«nw <R»RT ^  a m  M hP T  
4|^?A a rk  |» iT r T % q 't

^*tT r̂ ^  *)^' WHiH ^ î<»<i

t ,  anK ?% ftivsH r 5 5ft *i pi^^<  #■
fW lT ^  I ar'IT ?f«TT  ̂<R*T'i l TT f e f t ^  

»I1̂  fw?!' ?RT3T 5  ^  %■

tTT?5T ,̂ M\*\<A<H  #■ i ^ [ i -< q r

arsr ainr #■ 4  afk  arfer̂ fr jt ^

^  5TB? 3TT# f^I^K % <fto 3ft» 

T^T % frt<( «rr®T fi I ^  *t>h 

ftRT 3T5 i l ’Ad 5T^*^ *FT 5 '«^T>I ^
r̂r 'd«it5<«i ^  I ’ iw  ?f̂ T? #■ w

«i»t ^ ft ^  ^  fiT
m  » T ^  ^  t  ^ ^  ^  ^
qci'wi ^  ?r*nT ^  T^r  ̂ i t

f% % TIFFS’ anftw vr

ti ’Tt̂  3F3rt
f', m'WVh *rt*r 3̂̂ 1% ar?^ t? #  i | aflr 

tin# ^  ^  f T t R ^ T

a ftr aft ftfr <FnT ^
5^ fsvv® «nvnA aftr 

<Ttw arrfifiy IT ^  ^  i^ ? r v n r ^  P rrc r 
iff ir  g v ^ , w #  TT? v fb T rt arrT% f W i f ^  
% ?rm  W TTsft aft  ̂^

HT ^  f5RT%

^  IT? ŝnrnr :
“It will be considered, very welU 

all right, thank you.”



3879 Demands for Grants 1 APRIL 1954 Demands for Grants ^S8<l'

^  ^  ftfTC ^

^  tr̂ To ^

^  ^  fiWT :

“It is being considered. Thank 
you very much for drawing my 
personal attention to this matter.’’

w  SR5T % % an# % ^

f% ^  ?nr?JT Tt arrT
% <fto irjTo 5Tto % % ^rm

t ,  TT5T » T ^  ^  3n# % STR

âr̂ m ^  ^  ? 4  jt?

f% 3H7 3TT  ̂ ^

^ 1% ^, %PfT«f STTT ?ft %  JT? 
M  r̂«T  ̂ 1 1  snRam r

l i f t t  rft «rrnr^  
i  ? amr arrr ^

^  f , ST| ^  «Ff!Tr t  •

^ # 3irT  ̂ »R?t, s ra i^ , 
fewft-^fhTRyc, ^ im rr, swcnr 
anfir ^  =517?: arrf'iwf t t  ^

*rr, M is t  ^  srn' ^ t o

5T̂  fv>TT I ’Tfi’ *1T arRfV t»
arrr ^  ^ sftr ^  srr^

#Pp?T ftrc lift ^  ^  to
PpiTT 'Trar 1 1  ^  'ft'® »̂To 'Jfto

^  ^  smnnrft
tfV sftRr Ir ?rf5T gspft qf?fV ^

^  ark t  am «irT WTR 3{Wf<Rr VtsiT 
'T ip r  f  I t  '«n?m f  f% irm^ # 

arrr^^fR ^nf5ftsj^  t?nmm  
^ ft? am ?»Tr(t ŴSPTT ^
1̂ f̂ wi* ^ 5̂ prr ^

^  •til'fll jft’TT ?

^ ftR  <i>F? arrfrof vr ?n̂  
fwn t , ^  T tf ffWPrO’ *T̂ f

f f ,  #■ 5T fsTfr ftTTPff 5|ft 3fk  3TTT

«pr STPT fir̂ yRTT, ^  % f?RT t o  n̂flf 

§^‘l I *T ^ W  ^  JTR' %*IT

» it^ % 5 T t#  i 3 r r r % > n f t * j^ ^  
^  <rr f% iT f ^>nT »t*it 5, %Rvt
^ » f t ^  ^  ^  grrOT ^ I arnr 
i f t  !T ft Jrw 5>fr qT: !T ^
1 1  ?̂ r jjw

fiWT *1^ f<P 'TT îPT €hl>

% ?TT«r ^nj’TT 7®?!! 5  fV  q r  ar^r

it?9 !T^  '̂ =T t  I

ar  ̂ 4  a n w r arf ŝp ^nnr 

aiVr ^  ^  a m r « rm  ) in n ^
WiX̂ fT ^  I

5 1 ^  ijnw f¥5ftr ft«i (^apm^T: 

g ^ -q fr * n r )  : 9 v rr%  a r^
pMrHW< *1̂  # 3ft TO am  % ^ rm  

atW < i^ i ^  ^  *JF "Tl^ ja jT  • ■ 
an ft t jv  iTFFfhT ?r

<ift % ?rrar?sr i?' aft 
f%nT *rr, 'i^' *(>7 T̂fTC ^

ift jarr 1 t o  Apt

^  f ii^ ix  i^ v  ATT fW rirT P fr^ fy H T T  
^  *l>t 3TT T i^  f , 5>T^n

aft 5TR
q w  "FT ^  #5 f t r  f  ^  ?r«i? ST^ ^  
an?ft I *tTT i^tSIT 8Tf ^
f t f  3w «R»ft q?tf ?n:? ^  fw n m ’
arRft ^  ?ft t  ^  arro f t  r«qi<f«i»5

'TRT j ,  a ftif W?f I t  aft ^TTT 
f i j w  ^  q r  ?RfW  v rm  f  t ^  
!? W  fw iR T  ^  ^ to  ^ o  % qnr • r̂r, 
^  ^  wsrr a n f %  ^iTTR  #  a n fttft 

v T  f^*ii 1̂ ^  ^  *n^
I ^  ^  !? ir? iTRvrtt

pR r®  VTSf qft V r fw  q»t (^ fn tc ^
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% 'sT^T wTf *Pt 3Tt  ̂ ^  1 1

'̂«T«rr r̂rsr sift t  arVt ^

iTR fifrflrr ?  i iTRfftjr

WTt 3ft- i f  5. ^  ^  ’T
«t*r 'Tsr: fsTT f̂ <rr ark ^ f’ST ^  

^  # if ^  ^ 5R T

[»|ft ^ H ^<r<TT ftr  3ft ^
Pp*rr ft< n , * ft^  f t  ftr^rr ^t'TT i 

^f n '  T r̂rr t .

^ t |  t ,  ’Trrr i ,  ^  %

5mr<P t  , ^  ^  ^

flTR^ f  I f«n: ^  ^

4 ‘ ^  f% ^  ^  % STFrft %,
^  % TFsff T̂I ^  ^

^  ?jt»r TTff srr t |  I  I 
"VRf »̂T*T % VR 1J5T 53(1 f*P
JT? f«r?fT 'JX 5 t 5T|f i ,  fET<K

r̂r«T ?̂rr 3r«rnr farr f

<T̂  I f̂ r-T 5yt<ff «T JT5 T?r 'TT, ^  
f*rT «T arVr if 5T n̂rffr f% fipRrr 

^  > n ^ r  # > ?  ??r m»r# ^

JK ?wr !T ^ ^  3Tr-1T I ??f|- M
^  'V̂  ^  »rw«fV«T *f^ft
% ir$ ^ f v  ^  #'

-??r % f ^  s fk  3r<r#?ft<T w t*r t  •
<ir̂  ^  STTT ^  ^ ^

sr̂ TT ^  f , ?rv arrr vr

^?RT ^
^TR^nrff *rrw*r i *15 

WRT '^ T T it’ r^  ?in>

 ̂ I STTT ^
■ar^ I 31TT ar<TtpT«yw#f?

v r  ^*11  ̂15̂  v x ^  ^1 sH t ^

•iftrsr  ̂ I aTflTcrt79yriT̂ ?j ^  ^

TO ^  w^rar 5 , ^Pp t̂ f̂t

JiJ 5 ^  «Pt 3TTT 3PT? ittX
*rft 3r<rt 3ft ^  t t

^  I ??r % 3T<tĉ tt-

s r w f '?  ^  ^  55Tfiat 5 >

3TTT % <mr sp*T f , ?ft amr a m
?2TO # ^  # f3 R  arrr 
?sri) ^  3Tf:T?r ?ft ^
^ ^  ^  gr> I %w

T ^  4  ^^TT =^nfarr I  f% arrr iT 
^ fs i^  it ' ^  ?[55t5y jf t  t  ^  
i  3tTt
A iT R ifh r’T’ f t  ^r amr? ^ p ^ it 
f*F ^  1? T iN r fW f^  A, SR^T 
# , iTFTiftJr #  3f t
T̂T«r t  , ^  ^  ^  ?T?r

'TK f^RTT ^  I IT n̂TBRIT f  %  W
% w riN rft 5if?T 5»rreT ^ > f f^nr
% f5 f^ ^  r?TPT fiT '?  ^  ̂ r^T fr T f if t  I

6 P.M.

#' ?»rr^ TT3T 3ft iT a r ^  «p?r t  f% 
^  9 iK  C ^w  <(+”  ifTT f^ 4 W

5 I *Mja 5 f% w t*ft ^  IJH>'
^  ®ic vn r •f»t.*ii Mctii ^

^  ?ftT %■ V ^ T  ^  ft»
f«'«ii*J*-dw ll>ii»-<: % *T

3n»fKt %■ ^  I *1̂

W  ^  W  RTW ^ ^ r i 1̂̂  VT*r ^̂*11
t  • ^  i r f  «ft I

^  ITT ^  ^  ?n?T fs r? ^  »T5J?r 1 1
«ft TWJ l^T ^T  : ?W TT

WT3T i  :
STiJt WlW f w t r  : f t ,  *Tt^

*f^  ?R> ( 3 (^  <Tf̂  i f t  ^  f>5l
3fim  t ,  ^  *T? fir fW T  ^  t  • ^  
O T% ‘T t^ « ft? H r’ % iT R ^ < T I gvflhT 

ft> ^  ^r ^  'T i^ I ^  'TtM' ^  I 
am r w?sr jt? f tr  «ft?T ?rr
iPHT % STK 3T«rfq; ^  ^
* in ^  % s fn t^  5fln A ^ n r  ^
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t  ^  ^ ^  ^  îT*T ^  sfFTI

f  I ^ 9W T t  %fti5T ^n*T ?n*r 
<Tt?r arrfe^r

^  ^  VPT TT 5 I ^  f f t 't
3JK»ft jfW  »T' 5!^ r*f^T ^  

?t\t  t t  ^  ^nnr f v  ^  ^  »itrt

^TV *m H Ms îi I
fr^ lf  % M  ̂  sp̂ T am  ?̂TT w s m r

ftr 31^ arrr fo  ^to t̂ o

^  ^  <f̂ r f  %  rnPTW

^  ^  M if^' 1 ?mT

5371  ̂ jf‘ <T rft

f^ s ij; ^  ^r »̂ ?r?yT v rv m  «rr ftr «p*t 

It ^  ftrPnT^ >Ft f r̂r f«<«'ii 

• ^ r f ^ l VT ^ y  WTT
'3Cf*ll ^ I

?T?r 3fr t o  f t o  TTO «p JT‘ 

t  r̂r??rT ft i v

f W W  f  n  ^  #■ Tfr <TT 

5ft *TO ?5Wr #  ?r?«P 55TTR ^  n  

j p r ^ r T ^ f ^ a r r r ? ^  % f ^  

f»ff ^  I ’T # ^  5f^ ?*r
5iT t ’, *nR?m#a »t w  # ^  

*T^5 , ^ f* rr^ 9 T y T  

i to  ^ o  3TR srtr ft? a m ^

^  wWf 5Tt ĥ Ow t  ^Vtt, 

p r f l ’ «TRT arrr «r?f 3TT ^  f r ^ n r  i

^ 1 Hi* ^ WT VT HV̂ TT

i  I if 5T sTR^re’T «rr i ^P p 

5 *n^’TH f̂hi i f ^  ̂ pt^Rh'TTV 5V fs vnr 

n  f l w m  I  fv  

[̂̂ fx f*T̂ *M' I 'T^ $̂̂ rr,

%Pp!T 4  s? ^  fv  ?FI JT t[*F 

■JSTT, ? '̂*’  ̂ *T f*FT

<l̂ t̂Mi »raT, w  H jRTwnrf >nrr ? ft> 
f o  ^ o  1^0 if irPTTT^ wi# v*nn^ciifv t 

tN  ? R  ^  ^  «rtan*f^

% rnp ir^p ^tn rr f»i#TT sfVr ar? ?K 
^  5W ?>TT, f^Pnnr ? <>

'̂ riFT ^»rr I ^  JTT a-<r ?»r ?re 5T  ̂ ^  

Vt 9PT ^  ̂  #  afF^N ’T fv v r V9" % f ^ r
>IK ^  f»rf5T»T»T I o f^ l̂T-

?nr «TT ^  ftiTT >raT i %Pf5T Ttarnns 
^r a rj^ n r #5th ^  3f» 'ft, 

anr rw  ^  ^  5rnrr
w  I ^ ^nnnrr  ̂ %  ??r ^ ^

q #  ^  sr^'T^r frt’fr, ^irPT arrr #
“TTTT ffT’TT iT̂ rr ^  ^

îT5y T?^ «rr t .  ^  i

«rtf ^  «ifV P^nrr ?r ^ ftf^  i

to  ^o ^  TTT ^ 1̂  ^

q ^ jfiT  *̂)’ 'r f tw  n  5nf*rs jrt̂ r ^  ^  

srnr 7 , t̂ wr «PfT >tjtt 'tt, ^  

mw5 fa n  ? ftp arsr f  o 0̂ >t o qrwlt 
^  TfttfTT ^ 5nfW?y ^  ftWF 

*r*Tr I ^  W l ^  *T  ̂ I arnr
w vT 5*T st*fV i h ' ' i ' f  ^r 

?ftfgpf afhr 'T ftw r #  
?nf>rw « i> )f^ I arrr f^w  sfVfir ^  «rtv>»T 

f ,  apiT TPT ^f' 5T ^ 5
?ft «rtT«rr *r : i % 'iinT^T ^  w r  |  ?

Mr. Chairman: The hon. Member
has two minutes ttf̂ re.

Th. Juiral K ‘sh»re Sinha: How many -
minutes for an hon. Member, Sir? 
i0

Mr. Chairman: I am not to be vrosg- 
examined here. The time allotted i» 
two minutes more.

Th. Juiral Kishore SinCia: May 1 say
Sir, that we were given to understand 
that 15 minutes is the time. I want 
to know whether the time has been 
shortened 

Mr. Chairman: There is no question 
of shortening the time. The hon. 
Minister desires to speak at 6*15, and 
Shrimati Renu Chakravartty alno- 
wants to speak. Therefrore, I am  ̂
anxious that the hen. Member shouldi*
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[Mr. Chairman]
.finish by about 8 minutes after 

He is getting 13 or 14 minutes. It is 
» only a question of one minute. I do 

not understand how the hon. Member 
. can insist that full 15 minutog should 

be given. After all, only the first bell 
has been rung. Why should he feel 
sorry about it. The second bell has 
not yet been rung. By the time I 
ring the second .bell, I think he would 

vtiave taken full 15 minutes.

CTFT fw ftr  ‘ ^  ^

3rrqr% % ^4-

vi ^ i ^

3TT# ^  f^TT %

I ar>ft

w(\  ̂ ^  ^  ^  ^

arr̂ RT̂ T «fi Pp s r ^

arr^

^  ^  3fr?: ^  |3rr I
% f  %  

srrtt I âR*̂  ^ tR  ftr^'ar t  %  ^

^ ^  % v4^rrfkiff % fe#

ftrq'r t  <̂h\x qr

irr^ t  ^

^  ftf«rpT ^ «ftf v 4 ^ R t ^ 3rtr 

^TT) %

5^  ^  I 3T̂ r«rr ^

^ n r  ^ ifVr ^ ftr r̂nft

mj 5t?t 3Rrr f  i

^Vfi ^  ^  ^PT 5  T̂PT

5Tt̂  »R t  I ^  ^
XT̂  ^  I 3rnr

’̂ TT  ̂ f  ?riff

^ r  I M  rr^^i 
ftrcpft ^rrf^ i ^

t  Pp  ̂ ^  frrt?

|  i ^ ^  ^  3Tnr#

^  t  ’ /A arift

3TPT# ^  ?T  ̂^  1 1  M

t  3TTT T ;̂  ̂ I

ijfTsff # ppqr en*

f% t  ?rr

t  arm  Pp

9R^ ^  %

^  siyai-̂ rT: ^  ^  ^

I % v<T^rf77ft ^  ^

jm  t  f^ %   ̂ aPT̂ ft
^  ?Fl»T 5f.TT̂  I  %  ^

’TFT

‘̂<ĉ  5 ^  *PT
^  T̂̂ r I 3TTT

^pjfT ^  ^

%  3flr t  I â TT ?ft
lYPT^RT f  aft?: arrr^ ^

3TT̂  ̂̂ rrf^ i arnr â r# irpq^rfv
% ^  ^  ^  5 I am

^  Tpyrf̂  ^  'TT #§ t ‘ I ^
^ a n ^  Iff?

^rrf^ ^  *TT ^  I

5 ^  ftTR' t3[V ^T F̂fPrr

«rr i apprr ^
ailt 4fi=rT i

'̂ FĴ  f W t ^  2frr VT l̂ do

^ aftr F̂ib'll frfhrr ^
o ift I w  ^

ĉ o ^oo ftftrr w

arVr ^ ^  firaft-

^  ^  mx fw r  w r  i

f t f t ^  »frr arjqrRT <̂o aflr ;̂ o 
^  inr, «rT w  % a p j^
<î o aftr w a f t r ^  '



3887 Demands for Grants 1 APRIL 1984 Demands for Grants 3888

^  SPITS'  ̂ TW ftrflT wr aftr
5T*Twrir

"*fr 'sWVl V*r firWiT w ft I <HTV cW fj!^-

•FTH ^  3̂ h! srrgT >ft Jiyr ?f 

3iT  ̂ ?fT Pp#t ^ *T  ̂ ftrtfr f% 3ft

^  ^  ^  #T n  ?yr ftr<rr arnr

■aflr !rqTTr ^

■ ^  *P*r WK I »f SWPTT "^njnT ^  f%

5|ft 5iTRrff ^  % 3 m  ^

11 ’T? mn?sT xft? ^  arr^ jfr «rr 1 1  

f r ^  ’pt »rnT^  ̂ f*P

I «■ f  I IT? w  ^ ^

^rfvT

. I IT? ^r fSTra-1 ft: ar?

eft wTRrr ar<5fnf^ «pr aftr ar*i-

-^r? !f|-% ^  3rr  ̂ I ^

?ft arra' cT̂ r fr<ft '̂3T # ®rr # 

fr^T 5 , % JW R  ’T T̂T pRft 

3TtT ^  # I 4  ^TfWr f  ft; ?»Tf̂

f*if5T??T 3fr f% ^  ^

3iT# ^  f  JTf «rt ^  «ifl' ?ra t  i

«T«wfi! t w  (%arr ^ftiryc- 

orr%<iT) : %3R- 

^  tN ' fipTi vr ?nT<T fiPiT 

^nr I ^ rrw  rrsnctftir % ^nwra % 

ariwlr ^  'tN' ?rrar r^ f®

^ I f  3m% ?rw# ^  'f ??)!

 ̂ I

WfWfif H^hW : t N ’ f>T*TJ t̂*PT

% aft arrr t w  ftrn e t̂ Tr

f  I 4' a m v t flWflT ^

* r x f ^ ^ f f J T J T 1 1

?rrfr v t  h ?ft «rr(t ^  ^  w rf 

^  arwfff .1 5wf?r4 t  •

Shri R. K. Chaudhuri: On a point
of....

Mr. CCiairman: Yes, what is the
point of order?

Shri R. K, Chaudhuri: It is not a
point cf order. I am making a 
respectful submission.

Mr. Chairman: Order, order. 1 am 
nailing upon Shrimati Renu Chakra- 
vartty.

Shri R. K. Chaudhuri: I am onlj
making a respectful submission. The 
other day, I was cut short in my 
speech...

Mr. Chairman: Order, order. I do 
not want to hear the hon. Member 
on this point at all. When I have 
called another hon. Member, he is 
not within his right to address the 
Chair and say that he has not been 
called, or that he has not been given 
enough time on some other occasion, 
or that he has not been called by me 
now.

SCiri R. K. Chaudhuri: I do not see
why you should object to my speak
ing, I have already sent in my chit 
for being called.

Mr. Chairman: Simply because an
other hon. Member has been called.

Sliliri R. K. Chaudhuri: Every time I 
want tc speak, this is what happens.

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: 1
would just say a few words about the 
Indian Airlines Corporation and the 
Civil Aviation Department, because 1 
am afraid that during the whole de
bate, the entire emphasis has been on 
the Posts and Telegraphs Department 
only.

The House has befen perturbed to 
hear that the Indian Airlines Corpora
tion has been incurring such a huge 
loss. I am afraid .the reason for this 
is the very germs injected into the 
type of nationalisation that has been 
effected. Even at the time the Air 
Corporations Bill was being passed, 
we tried to show that this type of 
nationalisation was only going to do
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injustice to the very word ‘nationa
lisation*. The main reason fcr it was 
that we pandered to the biR business 
interests in aviation in the country. 
First and foremost, against the 
general sentiments expressed in the 
House, we had two Corporations. I 
remember what I said on that orra- 
fiion. I said as follows:

‘‘Probably the domestic lines 
might be incurrinK a good deal of 
loss. It might, be substantial; that 
will depend upon the policy that 
is going ic be pursued by Govern
ment in running them. But in 
rase there will .be loss, the inter
national line will be running at a 
good profit. It is only when we 
are able to get the two together 
and balance the one with the 

other, that the maximum benefit 
will go to the majority of our 
people, and that is a thing that 
should have weighed with Gov
ernment.*'

This is exactly what has happened. 
Even though we have fought occasion 
after occasion on these issues as my 
hon. friend Shrimati Tarkeshwari 
Sinha has already placed U before the 
House a little earlier— certain 
decisions which were absolute
ly essential for the good 
running of the Indian Airlines 
Corporation could not be taken, be-' 
cause it went against the interests of 
Mr. Tata. To justify it, we find that 
an unholy haste ha  ̂ been made about 
zpaking public the losses of the Cor
poration. Not a year has passed by, 
and yet we are told that such big 
losses have been incurred, i have a 

. sneaking idea that this has .been made 
in order to justify the removal of the 
Chairman— who was cf the making 
of Government and not of ourselves. 
The real reason for the loss In the 
Corporation is that there has been 
no integraticn. and no nationalisation. 
I agree with Shri Jaipal Singh that 
there has been no nationalisation. 
How is it that even today we are 
keeping almost every one of the 
Managers and the Deputy Managers

who existed in the various airlines iik 
Delhi? I think that some of them 
are now called Regional Representa* 
lives, some are called Deputy RetJion- 
al Representatives, and some Resi
dent Representatives. A whole cate
gory has been set up in order to hnd 
places for these people. Thousands, 
and thousands of rupees are o^ing 
spent on them. Not only that, they are 
people who are also having their own , 
business interests in aviation itself. 
There is the case of Mr. Sodani, who is 
one of the Deputy Resident Represerita- 
tives of the former Indian National 
Airways, and who in also the director 
of Dalmif. Jain Aviation Company. 
There is Mr. K. K. Rcy, another Re
presentative who has some interest in: 
another non-scheduied airline— I 
think it is called Air Survey. During, 
the debate on the Air Corporations 
Bill we had repeatedly said that the 
Chairman also should not be allowed 
to have any individual cr personal 
interests. But what we find is that a 
new category of representatives,^ 
under various names, has come into 
existence, just because we had to 
pander to the big bosses. That is 
why these losses have occurred. The- 
big business interests have continued 
to play a large part within the Cor
poration. That is one of the reasons 
why Mr. Mukerji had to leave,— not 
because he was sick. If he were ' 
he could have been given sick le^ve.
But he had to leave .because he c o u ld  

not put the two- together, namely the 
question of integration on the one 
side, and the pandering to the various  ̂ , 
interests that were wrangling for b ig  
posts within the Corporation on the' 
other.

I am in a great hurry; otherwise 1 
would have gone into details. But I do 
feel that there should be an inquiry 
into this to find out why it is that 
there is no integration even seven or 
eight months after nationalisation o f 
the airways. We still have duplica
tion of workshops. We have four 
workshops here in Delhi and yet in 
Bombay we had one workshop— over
hand workshop— ŵhich was dealing
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with both the Air India International 
and the Air India Corporation. Now, 
as soon as nationalisation has taken 
place, Air India International has 
been separated from the Indian Air
lines Corporation. Mr. Tata has said 
that he will have nothing to do with 
the Airlines. He says: ‘You go away\ 
Why have they gone against the de
cisions of the Technical Committee? 
That is why I ask the Minister that 
he should publish the first report of 
their Technical Committee. Let us 
see where it î  that the mistake lies, 
where it is that the shoe pinches, why 
it is that all these things are going on.

Sir, then I would also ask the Minis
ter: what is this question about
the General Manager? Why is it that- 
we find that a person like Mr. Bhore, 
who is well known as a brilliant man 
in aviation, the man who really 
built up the Air India International in 
the initial stages, had to go away? 
Today it is known as a credit to Mr. 
Tata, but originally it was Mr. Bhore 
who built it. When we could have 
secured him. why is it that we could 
not get him? Because he was 
persona non grata with Mr. Tata. 
That is why we have not .been able to 
get him and that is one of the reasons 
why a man of the status of Mr. Bhore 
could not be available.

Then there is the question of non
scheduled airlines. We have allowed 
ft in the Bengal-Assam sector, one of 

most paying lines. Instead of see- 
iiilghow our lines, our Indian Airlines 
Corporation, could take up this freight 
-service and utilise it to the full, we 
have allowed nen^scheduled lines to 
take 9ver. More and more aircraft are 
grounded on many occasions and we 
find that freight has been taken over
more and more by the non-sche-

'duJed airlines.

The biggest item— this is where the 
'flaw comes— in computing the total 
loss is the question of aviation fuel. 
Now here comes the Air Transport
Tnqulry Report. The Air Transport
Inquiry Committee have said:

“We cannot find out why it is
that the price in Itidia ^ould be
so much higher ihUN in Australia 

68 P .K ih

which is farther away from the 
source of production. We 
suggest that Government might 
like to examine whether there is 
not any possibility of bringing 
down the price in India to a level 
nearer to that obtaining in Aus
tralia.’*

Sir. I remember I had also said that 
now that the Government were going 
to undertake nationalisation* wt 
hoped it would be possible to put the 
screw on those companies who were 
given so many facilities about refi
neries and about taking away their 
profits without any condition. We
should at least have a fair deal and 
they should give us fuel at a lower cost. 
Even according to the figures given 
by the Ministers themselves, we find 
that the prices have gone up. The 
latest figure of the price for
fuel given by Mr. Raj 
Bahadur was as. 43-9/- per gallon, 
That was the calculation given to us 
only about two or three days ago. 
Now, unless we can put the screw on 
the oil companies, we will not be able 
to make up this loss. This is the
biggest item of expenditure. As a
matter of fact, only recently Egypt had 
a trade agreement with Roumania and 
they secured all petroleum products at 
16 per cent, cheaper than the world 
price. For the Indian Airlines thi.s can 
mean lakhs of rupees of saving. This Is 
one of the biggest items and in 1947. 
there was a loss of Rs. 37*76 lakh^ on 
account of fuel alone. These are the 
reasons why the Indian Airlines Cor
poration still remains such a big loss. 
It is not that there is any individual 
to blame but the entire policy of the 
Government, the policy which allows 
big business interests still to have a 
say. I am afraid, Sir, that the Minis
ter has not been able I0 solve this 
problem: rather, in many cases, it 
has been complicated.

Another point I would like to make 
is the workers* participation in the 
successful iworking of the nationali
sation. What do we mean by 
nationalisation? Last year I think 
Mr. Jagjivan Ram aflked, 'does she
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understand what is nationalisation?* 
As far as we are concerned, one of 
the biggest aspects of nationalisation 
is this, that the workers, as a body» 
are co-sharers in the affairs of the 
nationalised concern. They have as 
much right and voice in the working 
as others have. As a matter of fact, 
organised labour must be the most 
Important one and which must be 
heeded if we really want to make 
yiattonall^atiton successful, »especi«dllir 

in a highly technical organisation.

Sim Syamanandan Sahaya: That
may be *Uabourisation^\ not nationa
lisation.

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: It is
very essential that we should j?ive 
some weight to the views of organised 
labour and talk with them across the 
table and come to decisions, looking 
to their grievances, looking to the 
information they are giving and there 
Only we shall be able to make the 
Indian Airlines Employees* Union or 
the people. What is happening here? 
Mr. Tata has given recognition to a 
small union cf 100 people whereas 
there are 500 who are within the 
Indian Airlines Emnloyees’ Union or 
whatever it is called; they have *been 
kept out. I feel the same thing has 
happened in the case of the nomina
tion of Michael John as representative 
of labour. I dc not think the 
workers have even seen him.

Shri Jagjivan Ram: It is quite unfair 
tb S i m  Itfm.

Sbrfoialf Renu OCiakravartty: You
eiin havii your say in your reply. I 
wbuld î lso like to voice the griev
ances of the Civil' Aviation Depart
ment workers— t̂he question of 
education of their children, the ques
tion of transport facilities and other 
things which the Minister promised 
to redress still remains. I am afraid 
that at the pace at which we go, the 
five years will go and many of the 
things to which we are looking for
ward will not be there and the people 
will not be there to enjoy anj^ing 
which may come in the future.

I would like to jcin with my other 
friends and say that the Civil Avia
tion Department has expanded and 
it has become a fine department. Its 
branches have expanded throughout 
the count but this has been possible 
because of the goodwill, the initiative 
and the efficiency of the workers, 
even in the most difficult circum
stances. They have to work in the 
areas of Assam, in the far jungles 
they have to work. When the Pay 
Commission came into existence, this 
small department was hardly more 
than a fledgling. They could net put 
their views before the Pay Commis
sion. It is essential that the entire 
question of the Civil Aviation Depart
ment should be gone into thoroughly 
because this is a department in  
whom rests a great responsibility, the 
safety of hundreds of lives, and it is 
essential that they should be willing 
people, they should be healthy people 
and they should not live in conditions 
in which they dc live.

I would again like to add my voice 
to that of Mrs. Sinha who said that 
they live in terrible conditions end 
the funds lapse. Every year provision 
for building is made and still there 
is no accommodation. There is no 
budget provision for accommodation 
even this year for far away areas like 
Mohanbari, Tezpur, Agartala and 
other areas. There are only a 
places for the officers being built in 
Agartala. We would like to know 
what about others. Something has 
been done in Dum Dum and Santa 
Cruz. Something should be done for 
the class IV people also. I would 
certainly say that they are the people 
who require provident fund, they are 
the people who reouire medical facili
ties. Shri Jagjivan Ram should not 
bring into being another Harijan dass 
by not allowing those class IV 
servants the same facilities as ether 
officers, who can get electricity, whd 
can get better accommodation etc. 
Let us have an eaual deal. a. fair ieai. 
if we really want to make this Dc« 
partment worthy of the great trust
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and responsibility which is reposed on

Jafi Ĵivan Ram: Sir, I must cxr 
ss my gratefulness to the Members 
the House for the warm tributes 

they have paid today to my Ministry 
and to the officers and stall engaged 
therein. I join my voice aionj? with 
theirs in pacing my tributes to the 
officers and staff of the Postal Depart
ment, the Civil Aviation Department 
and the various other wings of my 
Ministry.

I will start with my friend Mr. 
-Jaipal Singh, whom I do not find in 
his seat at present.

Shrl Bansal (Jhajjar-Rewarf): That 
is always the case.

SCirl Jagjivan Ram: He stated very 
vehgUtt^)^ that during the last few 
^ R R ^ C iv il Aviation has suffered.
I wish he were here. The whole 
Department of Civil AvLation has 
had a life of only a few years, and 
he said that, during the past few years, 
Civil Aviation has gone down. 1 could 
not follow what he meant, but if he 
would care to go through how Civil 
Aviation has expanded in this country 
during the last few years, especially 
after the war, he will see for himself 
that no one will hesitate in paying tri
butes to the Directorate of Civil Avia
tion for the expansion of civil air trans
port in the country. The 
ment has been jttemArka|plQ.

'"Tte said 1 HaT‘"{liere is no discipline.
T "do not agree with that im D u tatlo n ^ . 
even for a moment. Our pilots and 
our engineers, whether engaged in 
the previous companies or in the Air
lines Corporations or in the Directorate 
of Civil Aviation, have shown a 
sense of discipline which can hardly 
be Mr. Jaipal Singh is
awafe more than I am that many 
of the pilots today engaged in Civil 
Aviation are ex-army personnel and 
they came to Civil Aviation with a 
sense of discipline that they had 
acquired in the army. It was very 
imfair to our boys in Civil Aviation 
when he said that there is no disci
pline in them. 1 regijSiftte the

charge with all the at jo j

Then, Mr. Jaipal Singh came for
ward, with a suggestion— that is his 
pet suggestion— and that is an obses
sion, which 1 am afraid he will not 
be able to shake off. That obsessiua 
is that Civil Aviation should be 
handed over to Defence. That was 
the point he raised last year, but 1 
do not propose, ^  repeat 
that I g a v e  w ip K S w t o
develop civu aviation and we have 
to develop it as a strong second line 
of defence, and that can be better 
done if civil aviation develops as an 
independent line apart from the 
Defence Ministry. There should be ihm 
closest possible co-operation between 
the two and we have it. When
ever occasion arises, discussioh at 
the highest level among the Secre
taries of the two Ministries, the Air 
Vice-Marshal or the Ministers, where 
necessary, takes place and we have the 
closest possible co-ordination bet
ween the Ministry ofl Communica
tions and the Defence Ministry. H« 
said that it was due perhaps to tha 
fact that civil aviation was not in 
the Defence Ministry that a very 
large number of pilots were produced 
by the flying clubs and today wehava 
to face an army of unemployed pilots. 
There is no doubt that there is 
a Jarge number of unemployed pilots 
in the country, nearly a hundred or 
so. Mr. Jaipal Singh happens to A>e the 
President of the Delhi Flying Club. 
Recently, the Silver Jubilee of the 
Flying Club was celebrated with 
great eclats and high tributes were 

paid to the achievement of the 
Flying Club. Today, what is the 
position of the Delhi Flying Club? 
Their main activity remains to be 
social entertainments.

Sardar Hukam SUtgh: That is to
keep in harmony with the advance 
in social activities in Delhi!

Shri Jagiiyaa Ram: Yes, to keep In 
harmony with the life of Delhi. Was 
only the Directorate of Civil Aviation 
responsible for ihls over-production
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[Shri Jagjivan Rilm]
of pilots or were the flyinjj clubs also 
responsible for it? The whole idea 
of the encouragement of the fiying 
clubs was to create air-mindedness 
among our young people and not 
necessarily that they will make fly
ing as their career. If every person 
that joins a flying club as a trainee 
looks forward to making flying as a 
career, then it will become Impossible 
to run the flying clubs. The whole 
conception of the flying clubs was to 
create air-mindedmess among 
people, only a certain percentage of 
whom will make flying their career. 
But the flyiiig clubs in order to get 
subsidy from the Government went 
on recruiting trainees indiscriminate
ly even without looking into their 
educational aualiflcaticns. Last year 
1 went into the Question as to how 
best to absorb these unemployed 
pilots. ^I^jvas surprised to find that â  
fair p r o p o r t i T i f r " ' o f u n e m p l o y e d  
^notfi diibs Ho"" inSt
even possess the mihinllimlEg^

fa ir "  propor
tion of them are not even Matricul
ates! All these things were done by 
the flying clubs only with a view to 
getting larger subsidies from the 
Directorate-General of Civil Aviation. 
So, he cannot now very conveniently 
throw all the blame at the ^oor of 
the Directorate-General of Civil Avia
tion. He will have to share a portion 
of that. I think the flying clubs will 
have to bear the major portion of the 
blame than the Directorate.

Sir. 1 have been for the last one 
year making efforts to find avenues^ 
for the absorption of these unemploy
ed pilots. We took up with the Indian 
Air Force the Question as to whether 
they will be able to absorb some of 
these pilots in the Air Force. Today 
I am in a position tc announce that 
during the next one or two months 
the Indian Airlines Corporation will be 
able to absorb all the pilots who have

Then I have taken a second step. 
Of the nearly one hundred unemploy
ed pUots, about 34 to 87 have got

/ y

Dakota endorsements; the rest hold 
‘B* licences. I have a scheme to train 
the remaining pilots to give them 
Dakota endorsement, and after they 
have received their Dakota endorse
ment to absorb them during the next 
15 Or 18 months at the most, as soon 
as vacancies are created in the Indian 
Airlines Corporation. By staggering 
the period, I hcoe to absorb all of 
them.

We will however have to think for 
the future. Today Mr. Jaipal Singh 
said that the Defence Ministry again 
is coming to the rescue of the flying 
clubs, because t h e y  will be sending 
N.C.C. boys to the flying clubs for 
training and the flying clubs will be 
able to run because they will be 
getting these N.C.C. boys. Now if 
the flying clubs have to depend 
entirely on the subsidy which they 
get from the Government— either 
from the Ministry of Defence or from 
the Ministry of Communications— and 
they are not to exert themselves, or 
if they are to exert themselves only 
for activities other than flying, the 
future of these flying clubs is regHy.,

I have gone through the Report of 
the Master Committee. We have 
generally accepted most of the recom
mendations of that Committee. They 
made certain recommendations re
garding the flying clubs and their 
future. We have examined them. 
With certain suitable modifications we 
have acceptcd the recommendations 
of the Master (^ Q m m jfte e . We have 
to relate the training of .young boys 
in the flying clubs to the requirement 
of pilots in the country. Unless we 
do that the flying clubs will be always 
in jeopardy. Our requirements will 
be 25 to 30 pilots a year who can be 
absorbed in the Indian Airlines Cor
poration or the Air India International.

If we produce more than 25 or 30 
people in a year—-people who want to 
make flying their career— again the 
question o{ unemployment will arise^^
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We will have to so relate the activiti
es of the flyinir clubs that we will be 
producing not more than 25 or 30 
people for absorption in the air trans
port line. The rest of them who come 
to the flying clubs will be either 
N.C.C. boys or others who do not 
want to make this as their career. 
Only on that basis we should be run
ning them. We are examining a 
scheme of subsidy by which we will 
be in a position to assure a minimum 
amount of subsidy by which a flying 
club can meet all its legitimate and 
y 9^ss^ry expenditure.

One can understand the bitterness 
of Mr. Jaipal Singh. The Delhi 
Flying Club is in a very bad financial 
condition.

Shri Sinhasan Singh (Gorakhpur 
Distt.— South): Has the subsidy gone 
down?

Shri Jagjivan Ram! The subsidy 
has not gene down. We have been 
giving subsidy but their expenditure 
bears no relationship to the subsidy 
that they can draw and every year 
and every quarter they want some 
extra funds over and above the 
subsidy from the Government....

Shri SittCiasan Singh: Because of
cocktail partiesl

Shri Gadgil (Poena Central): They 
are flying too fasti

Shri Jagjivan Ram: Perhaps it is
his idea that if civil aviation goes to 
the Ministry of Defence— ŷou know 
everyone in the country has sympathy 
for Defence— Defence Ministry may 
spend any amcunt. We do not agree 
with that. Perhaos that is the one 
thing why he is so insistent about 
the transfer of the civil aviation to 
the Defence Ministry.

While dealing with civil aviation,
I may deal with a few points that 
have been raised here before I pass 
on to the Indian Airlines Corporation. 
As regards the employees and their 
demands, I have every sympathy for 
all their legitimate demands. As 
everybody In me Houw isN i^ re  the

service conditions of all the Central 
Government employees are govern
ed by the recommendations of the 
Central Pay Conmiission and the
employees in the Civil Aviation De
partment are as good civil servants 
as employees in the Central Secre
tariat; they are also governed by 
the scales of salaries laid down for
different categories of employees of 
the Central Government. Therefore  ̂
when this demand was made that 
a special enquiry, committee should 
be set up to look into the service 
conditions of the employees in the 
Civil Aviation Deipartmient  ̂ I said 
there was no occasion for that, no 
necessity for that. If there are cases 
of anomalieSj we are always prepared 
to look into them. If there are
other questions, I am always pre
pared to examine them and try to 
meet them as far as possible.

The question of education of their 
children was raised. I myelf felt 
when I visited some of the alr-j^rts 
that their grievance was a genuine 
Dne and we will have to find some 
solution for that. It is difficult to
lind some solution in case of young 
.•hildren because at most of the air
ports their number is very small and 
we cannot think of starting schools 
for them. Where the number is slza- 
able efforts have been made to get 
primary schools started. I think after I 
took up the question, Finance Ministry 
has agreed that the staff cars or other 
conveyances that we have got at the 
airport may be used by the children 
of the employees for going to the 
schools Or colleges and coming back. 
And we charge them at a very reduc
ed and concessional rate.

So far as medical facilities to class 
IV employees are concerned, we have 
extended them to dll class IV em
ployees. These have been extended 
from today, the 1st of April.

So far as other facilities are con
cerned. I do not think there is any 
discrimination between the class IV 
employees of the Communicatjons 
Ministry or of the Civil Aviation De
partment and class IV employees o f ^
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other Ministries. All the clas  ̂ IV em
ployees of the Central Government 
are treated uniformly. But I must 
admit that many things have come 
to my notice which did not come to 
my notice even when I was Labour 
Minister, and I am sometimes sur* 
prised as to how much discrimination 
is maintained even today between 
class IV employees and other cate
gories of employees. It is there. But 
that discriminaticn is not applicable 
bnly in the case of the Civil Aviation 
Department employees but is there 
uniformly to all class IV employees. 
I find some questions have been rais
ed a.bout electricity connection in the 
quarters cf class IV employees. Well, 
that is uniform for all class IV em
ployees, and not only for the Civil 
Aviation Department employees. I 
wish we could remove this distinction.

I have just said about medical facili
ties. Up till now class IV employees 
were not getting any mcdical facilities. 
They will be entitled to them from to
day. So, there are certain discrimina
tions which we have prfldi^ally to elimi- 
^ate, and, as I said, sometimes some 
of "ihem come to my notice as a sur  ̂
prise. Only today I was looking into 
the question of pensions to class IV 
employees and other officers. The 
o^ers qualify after ten years* service 
for pension, whereas class IV em
ployees qualify for pension after 
twenty years of service. As soon as 
some oil these discriminations come to 
my notice I take them up. Legiti
mately it should be the duty of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs to take up 
all those questions. But whenever they 
come to my notice I take up these 
questions in respect of my employees; 
and by that way sometimes I succeed 
in getting those facilities for all class 
IV employees.

So. as I have said, I have every 
sympathy with all the Iggitimnte de
mands of the employees of the C ivil 
A^ation' Department, and I assure 
that I will consider them and try to 
meet them as far as possible. But 
1 do not see any necessity for setting^

up a Commission like the Pay Commis
sion to go into the question of the 
employees of the Civil Aviation De
partment.

I think I have dealt with the Civil 
Aviation Department. There are 
genuine grievances of the worker^. 
Our airports are situated at distant 
places from the cities and towns, and 
the employees have genuine difficulti
es in getting medical facilities or edu
cational facilities for their children. 
The position of quarters also is not 
very satisfactory. I will not try to 
explain away things. The position is 
far ^rom satisfactory. The number 
of quarters that are required is a large 
figure. But we-are trying to do our 
best. Shrimati Renu Chakravartty 
remarked that *̂ somethiTig is being 
done at Dum Dum”. I wish she would 
have admitted that a 
thing is being done at Dum Dum, not 
“something*’. At Dum Dum we are 
developing a very huge colony for the 
employees of the Civil Aviation 
Department and I think Civil Aviation 
Department deserves congratulation 
for developing that colony. It is not 
'something*, it is a big thing and 
i^ually we want to take up and pro^ 
vide quarters for employees infarcflf, 
distant airports. We have done this in 
Bombay, we have taken it ud at Dum 
Dum, but I am more concerned with 
far oiT places like Bagdogra, Agaxlala 
or places like that where it is really 
very hard upon the employees. We 
have some sort o£ phased p r o g r a m m e  

to do this work. The real difficulty is 
that sometimes our Budget allotments 
have lapsed and for the last few years 
I have got the figures, Hon. Members 
have asked for this information and I 
have myself supplied the figures as to 
what was our Budget allotment, what 
amount has lapsed and in what year: 
but the fact is that it has lapsed. Last 
year 1 knew that and I took up the 
question with the Centiol P.W.D. 
They suggested an experiment. They 
gave an officer to be attached to my 
Ministry who works as a liaison officer.
If this experiment succeeds, if the 
construction programme of the Mini
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try makes a progress, then we will 
work with that liaison officer, and if it 
does not. we will have to think of some 
other solution by which we will be in 
a position to expedite our construction 
programme. So. 1 will not say at this 
stage anything more than that. This 
Is engaging my constant attention 
and I will try to expedite that.

Then. Sir, before I come to the 
postal side. I would like, .briefly, to 
come to the Air Corporations. When 
the lady Member qver there started 
speaking she tried tc create an 
atmosphere in the House as though 
Lady Nightingale had 
S*iouW I"^iBUjhid Hn? House as to 
what is the embl gn ^ ^ p X ,, 
I think the la3yE iow s it SettST'ttiatT" 
I.

An Hon. Member: Please tell us.

Shri GadgU: Let us have the
advantage of knowing it.

Shri Jagjivan Ram: Perhaps she
may tell you in confidence. She did 
not disappoint, me, but she disappoint
ed the House. She proved to be 
neither the nor
nightingalfiu She was 

"^produced some 
some papers. I wish she had read the 
newpapers of the dates previous and 
subsequent tc the date of which the 
clipping has been produced by her. I 
wish she at least reads them when 
she returns from here and perhaps 
she will get the pnsyrer ±0 the nUMr 
tion that she haŝ

'wfisl, apply V  intelll|en^. trjr^
to follow" that.

Sir, when the question of BCfsoim-
litaufiOT65^ ̂  i t . b̂ «pn?ej|.̂  v ^ ^ S -  
6ult to discuss matters fnd the more 
^  ^ e n  Tf. Ij?'th^QiicTtfon of our own 
officers; we do not want to discuss 
that. The wcrk of inte^raUon hft^ 
made any^ progriSs?" ‘ 1̂' a o n o t  blame 
anySb^y ftr  t1ia f,''^ t it is a fact that 
the progress that has been made dur
ing the last six or seven months has 
not been satisfactory. I myself wish 
ther#» had been some more 4jQŝ  
tegratlcn, though it is a very difficult

work. Where it is a question of em-- 
ployees to the tune of 7,000 or 8,000, 
where the questions of seniority and 
juniority are involved, where the 
question cf pay scales are involved, 
it is not so easy to integrate.

[Mr. Deputy-Speakir in the Chair ]

We have to take all Dossible precgy-- 
j^gfj^to avlod any possible discontent 
■agiong the employees. That is why I 
advised the CorpofalJSn to set up a 
Committee with a retired High Court 
Judge, who also happens to be a« 
retired Member of the Union Public 
Service Commission, as Chairman. 
This Services Committee ig going into 
all the questions, salary scales, 
seniority, juniority etc. I had anti
cipated that this work will be over 
within six months. It has taken more 
time. I did nnt, ?♦ But, I
may assure the House that Pam  my
self not satisfied with these six or 
seven lines running even after eight 
months of our taking over.

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty was 
net correct when she said that there 
are four Regional Representative® In 
Calcutta and two in Delhi. This 
whole pattern of Regional Repre
sentatives has not appeared to be 
very satisfactory. But, as we took 
over these various companies ai going 
concerns, we carried all the staff as 
they were and I had expected when 
I was piloting that Bill that we will 
integrate within t|ie next six montlb 

T rh ad  anticipated that the work will 
be finished. But. it has not been 
done. Still we are running all these 
lines O'A the basis of different 
managers, different staff, all the staff 
treating themselves as employees of 
the different lines. This state of 
affairs î  not very satisfactory. I 
think that during the course of this 
month. some integration is 
foing to take place. I am confident 
that this regional and zonal thina will 
give place to something else during 
the course of this month.
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It W&S said that many of these 
people have got interest in air trans
port. I am not aware of that. If 
specific instances are given...

Shrimatl Renu Chakravartty: I
have given two instances.

Shrl Jagjiran Ram: Two inaJigyf^^
were quoted. The Dalmia Jain Air  ̂
ways went into JjpinrfAtinn Anna 

before we nationaliSjgA. There ig no 
work...

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: That
is a non-schedule line.

Shri Jagjivan Ram: It is not opera
ting. As a matter of fact, none of 
their aircraft is air-worthy. They 
went into liquidation sometime 
before we nationalised. There is no 
non-schedule operation of Dalmia 
Jain Airways. As regards Mr. K. K. 
Roy, I understand, very' recently, 
maybe a month back or so, he ha* 
acquired seme interest in the Air 
Survey of India.

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty:
has left Air Corporation?

He

Shri Jagjivan Ram: He has not left 
Air India. Air Survey of India, as 
you are perhaps aware, mostly 
engages itself in survey work. not 
much of any non-schedule operation. 
This is a very recent thing. I am told 
that Mr. K. K. Roy— I have not check
ed it; I have heard some news— has 
acquired some interest in Air Survey 
of India. I do not know to what 
extent. If any other infcrmation is 
given to me that the employees or the 
staff of the Air Corporations have in
terests in non-schedule operations, I 
will go into the matter and Icok into 
that, but so far as my information 
goes, I do not think anybody has got 
any Interest in any of the non
schedule operations.

But. as I said all this staff we are 
carrying because we have not been 
able to soon as
we integraW/ perhaps we will find that 
some of the non-technical staff that we 
are carrying at present may be surplus

to OUT requirements and we may dis
pense with them

She spoke about the report of the 
Technical Committee as ifso^ji^. secrets 
are contained TFKe Corpora-
i'lmr'h'tfSi' not yet received the final 
report of the Technical Committee, and 
when the final report of the Technical 
Committee is received, the Corporation 
will consider that and they will consir 
der the question whether to publish 
that, and if they find that it is to be 
published they will publish it. Govern
ment as such is not much concerned 
with that directly. You know the set
up under the Air Corporations Act.

About the General Manager and 
again the personalities of Mr. Bhore 
and Mr. Tata, I will only say that .she 
nas based her remarks on some hear
say. and whenever we are briefed by 
persons who also base their statements 
on something that they heard from herp 
or there, we are usually likely to make 
such statements. It sometimes may 
become unfair to one person or an
other. The facts are far from what she 
has stated, but as the question of 
personalities is involved jn this, I do 
not want to go into details. At present 
Mr. Bhore is the Director-General of 
Civil Aviation of the Government of 
Pakistan. It will be unfair to say any
thing in this matter.

Again to bring in Mr. Tata and say 
that Tata has tried to resist, is not all 
fair. I may say that where I am con
vinced that I have to de a particular 
thing I will do that in spite nf any 
obstruction that may be eraated ky 
anybody.

Then about prices of fuel and avia
tion spirit. This matter is dealt with 
by my colleague the Minister of Works, 
Housing and Supply. But it is a fact 
that petrol seills cheaper in London 
than in Rangoon. There is no doubt 
about that. It sells cheaper in New 
York than in Iran.

Shrl SInhasan Singh: Why so?

Shri Jagjivan Ram; That is a big 
question, but it is a fact. Because they
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pool the prices, they have a cartel and 
thing!! i& e that—^hat 1$ the very 
simple explanation of that:, because 
w t do not produce aviatioo ^ êL But 
we have been trying to net fuel at a 
i:«MUonable rate. So, wt will make 
t n m  if we can, ana I will ask my 
OpUeague the Miniater of Works 
Hoitsing and Supply to take up that 
question.

I have said about these things. I 
will say only a word about...

Shrl Slagli: M o re  the
hon. Minister finishes, may I know 
whether the Government has got any 
programme for further extension of 
airways?

Mr. 0epiity-^ aker: There is no
time fcr the hon. Minister to reply.

Shrl Jaglhran Ram: We have got
some programme of Unking all the
caf^itals of all the States, bringing 
them on the ait map, and apart from 
that also important towns. In the 
second phase of our programme, I 
may assure my friend Mr. Sinhasan 
Slagh that
pur also will be conp» t̂r<t ^

^  word about Inspectors.
The vSim eiice

‘ ltiiport<  ̂ Ink) the debate was totally 
uncalled for. Perhaps the lady Mem
ber is not aware that this question of 
passed but unselected Inspectors 
which has been hanging flre for the 
last ten or t^ W e  years Was solved 
and the passed but u n seized  Ins
pectors—
are those*̂  who compete ’ fmLTrtF 
marks are below the number required. 
They are tre a ts  as passed. Every
body who secures 45 per cent, is treat
ed as passed, but only such number 
are selected as there are vacancies, 
and the remaining are unselected. The 
Department sympJithiaaL jath  these 
unsetecteST'persons and ordered that 
in case of temporary vacancies these 

people should be made tc officiate. 
And when they offtciated. they said: 
*̂ We are passed but unselected, 
but we have officiated**,
and I gave them some concession. I

said: “All right. 1 will try to absorb 
you.** Then comes the question, why 
do ycu create a new cadre of Assis
tant Inspectors?

7 P JM.

Bir. HeMt^4(pealMr: i  am afraid
there can be no more questions now.
because the guill&tine has to be appli
ed.

Shrl Debeawitf tttmah (Golagat- 
Jprhat): I have to make one submis
sion. ' .......

mt, De»«ty-SpeakeR No. I am 
going to apply the guillotine now.

. lUiri Debeswar Sarmali: The hon.
Minister hag not touched the im
portant matter of Posts and Tele
graphs at all.

Mr. Deputy^peaker: Hon. Members 
cannot get up like this and start talk  ̂
ing, when I am standing. It is now 
seven o'clock, and I am bound to 
apply the guilJ^tine, I am not going 
to budge* an Wliinl 1 am going to put 
the Demands to the vote of the House 
now.

Mr. Debeewar Sarmah: The House
has a right to hear from the hon. 
Minist^ what the policy of the De
partment is.

O ^ d ty-A ^ k er: Order, order.
I shall now put to the vote the cut 
motixams relating to the Communica

tions Ministry.

Th^ cut moiiom w tft nepotiued.

it;
Mr. DefNity-Speete; The question

“That the respective sums not 
exceeding the amounts shows in 
the third column qf the Order 
Paper in respect of Demands Nos. 
S, 6, 7. a .  9. 10, 111» 112 and 113 
be granted to the President to 
complete the turns necessary to 
defray the ckantes wiUoh will 
come in course o f s>ayment dur
ing the year ending th<» 31st day 
of March, 1^5, ifs respect of the 
corrsaponding heads of Demand*
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[Mr. Deputy-Speaker]
entered .in the second coluixm
thereof.”

The motion was adopted.

[The motions for Demands lor 
Grants which were adopted by the 
House are reproduced below ^Ed. oi 
P P .]

D e m a n d  N o . 5— M i n i s t r y  o f  C ommttnx*

C4TION0

**That a sum not exceeding Rs.
10.43.000 be wanted to the Presi
dent to complete the sum neces
sary to defray the charges which 
will come in course of payment 
during the year ending the 31st 
day of March. 1955, in respect of 
'Ministry of Communications’ ."

D e m a n d  No. d—I n d ia n  P o s t s  a n d  

T e l e g r a p h s  D e p a r t m e n t  ( I n c l u d in g  

W o r k in g  E x p e n s e s )

"That a sum not exceeding Rf. 
42»64,26,000 be granted to the Presi
dent to complete the sum necossary 
to defray the charges which will 
come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of 
March, 1955» in respect of *lndian 
Posts and Telegraphs Department 
(Including Working Escpenaes)*.**

D e m a n d  No. 7 — M e t e o r o l o g y

“That a sum not exceeding Ri.
1.05.01.000 be granted to the Presi
dent to complete the sum neces
sary to defray the charges which 
will come in course of payment 
during the year ending the 31st day 
of March. 1955, in respect of 
‘Meteorology*.”

D e m a n d  N o . 8 — O v e r s e a s  C o M M im iC A - 

TiONS S e r v ic e

‘That a sum not exceeding Rs.
86.37.000 be granted to the Presi
dent to complete the s\mi necessary 
to defray the charges which will 
come in course of payment diixing 
the year ending the 31st day of 
March. 1955. in respect of ‘Over-

Communication* Service*.**

D e m a n d  No, 9— A v u t i o n

*‘That a sum not exceeding Rs.
2.32.04.000 be granted to the Presi
dent to complete the sum necessary 
to defray the charges which wlU 
come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of 
March, 1955, in respect of *Avia- 
tionV*

D e m a n d  No. 10— M is c e l l a n e o u s  D e 

p a r t m e n t s  AND E x p e n d it u r e  u n d e r  t h e :
M i n i s t r y  o f  C o m m u n ic a t io n s

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.
23.23.000 be granted to the Presi
dent to complete the sum necessary 
to defray the charges which will 
cx>me in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of 
March. 1955, in respect of ‘Mis
cellaneous Departments and Ex
penditure under the Ministry of 
Commimications’.'*

D e m a n d  No. I l l — C a p it a l  O u t l a y  oh  
I n d ia n  P o s t s  and  T e l e g r a p h s  (N o t  

MET FROM R e v e n u e )

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.
14.97.59.000 be granted to the 
President to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charges 
which will come in course of pay
ment during the year ending the 
31st day of March, 1955, in respect 
of ‘Capital Outlay on Indian Posts 
and Telegraphs (Not met from 
Revenue)’.̂

D em a n d  No. 112— C a p it a l  O u tl a y  o n  

C iv il  A v ia t i o n .

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.
3,11,67,000 be granted to the Pre
sident to comolete the sum neces
sary to defray the chargees which 
will come in course of payment 
during the year ending the 31st 
day of March, 1955, in respect of 
‘Capital Outlay on Civil Avia
tion*.*’
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Dkmakd No. 113—Ot b iii CAmAL
O utlay  or the Mxnibtry or Com-
MUNICAnOlf8

'That a sum tiot exceeding Rs.
6,77,96,000 be granted to the Pre
sident to complete the sum neces
sary to defraj the charges which 
will come in course of payment

during the year ending the 31st 
day of March, 1955, in respect of 
*Other Capital Outlay of the 
Ministry of Communications’.*’

The House then adjourned till two 
of the Clock on Friday, the 2nd April,
1954.




