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(ii) NEED TO PRESERVE FORESTS OF
WyNAD IN KERALA.

SHRI V.- S. VIJAYARAGHAVAN

(Palghat): Sir, I wish to raise a very
‘mportant issue concerning the large-
scale deforestation in Wynad in
Karala.

Wynad used to have a salubrious
climate owing mainly to the abun-
dance of ever-green forests, Mahatma
Gandhi had once described Wynad as
the Kashmir of Kerala. It is lying
adjacent to Mudumala in Tamilnadu
and Bandipur in Karnataka. In 1973,
the Government of Kerala declered it
a wild-life sanctuary. The fertile soil
and high rainfall in this area helped
the high rate of yield of plantation
crops like coffee, pepper, orange etc. .

But, loday the whole scenario has
changed. The salubrious climate of
Wynad has changed. It is becom'ng
hotter and hotter every year. The na-
tural streams and fountains = are
slowly becoming dry. At this rate, be-
fore long this place will become totally
inhospitable,

The main cause of this alarming
situation is the large-scale indiscrimi-
nate deforestation that has taken place
in Wynad, Today, the plantation crops
are dying out due to the attack of
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some pests caused by the change
in the climate pattern. Drink-
ing water is getting scarce  as
the perennial water source is drying
up. The Noolphuzha river, which used
to flood the entire region, is slowly
drying up. At this rate, the proposed
Noolphuzha Project, which is suppos-
ed to irrigate Noolpuzha, Nenmeni and
Sultan Battery Panchayats will have
to be abandoned.

The State Govermment is trying to
plant tesk and eucalyptus in these
areas. But these trees will aggravate
the problem as the existing water
source in their vicinity will also dry
up.

Wynad forests are a treasure house
of rare valuable herbs of great medi-
cinal value. Deforestation has des-
troyed most of these herbs,

In these circumstances, it is our
duty to protect these forests if we
want to survive. Therefore, I urge
upon the Central Government to issue
necessary instructions to the State Go-
vernment so that the deforestation is
put to an end and the precious forests
are preserved.

(iii) NEep FOR A RAILWAY LINE
BETWEEN PHALODI AND KoLrvar
TO ESTABLISH A LINK BETWEEN
JAISALMER AND DELHI.
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(iv) NEED FOR AN ADMITIONAL RAIL
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