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ove nment pr pared to rt-Qrganise 
the Central Fi 'heries corporation 
be se the price of fish is a e,rious 
probl m parti ularly in West Bengal. 
Th R ommendations of the Public 

nd takings Committee ~re there .. 
,This is my fir t question. 

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAO: The 
commendation of the Committee to 

r viv t e Corpor:ation wa~ turned 
own by the J anata Government, it 

wa$ ot accepted. Later cn during 
th Lok Dal regime, orders to tay the 
windi g up of this corporation were 
issu d. The Government is now con-
id ring the matter. 

S RI SAMAR MUKHERJEE: If it 
is revived the question of 8.bsorption 
I wh r does not aris.... We want 

th t it should oe revived. In case it 
i3 not revived 'at least the employees 
should not be t rown out of their jobs. 

ill t yare finally absorbed this 
hould not be wound up. Can I ex-

p ct the Minister to consider this 
oint? 

HRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAO: As 
many as 71 of the employees have 
81 ady been absorbed. Government 
ar thi in of finding places for the 
mploye s also. In the meantime the 

and when a decision is taken, every 
car will be taken to see that fh .se 
mploy s get mployment somewhere 

in th ov rnment undertakings. 

11 t of R· ce to !terala 

• 7. SHRIMATI SUSEELA OOPALAN: 
Will h Mi "ster of A RlCULTURE 

1 d to 1 y a statement showing: 

(a) quantity of rice a1.1otted to 
Kerala durlng the last one year, 
month-wi ; and 

ro 
ma d therefor received 
during the same period? 

fl . 

lfhft. trl ~m~~ IT 
JrnfT if"( lf~r 

1 2 3 

1,35,000 1,35,000 
, 

1,35000 1,35,000 

1 35,000 1,35,000 

1,35,000 1,35,000 

1,35/000 1,35,000 

1,35,000 1,35/000 

1,35,000 1,35,000 

1,35,000 1,35,000 

1,35/000 1 35,000 

1,35, 00 1,35 000 

~ . . 1,35, 00 1,35,000 

f~ 1,35,000 1,35, 00 

SHRIMATI SUSEELA GOPALAN: I 
should like to know from the hon. 
Minister whether it has come to his 
noHce that rice supplied to Kerala is 
damaged and decayed and if so wbat 
steps he has taken to see that good 
rice is supplied to Kerala . 

R! BIRENDRA SINGH RAO: It 
has not come to our notice that rice 
supplied to Kerala was damaged. 

S RIMATI USEELA GOPALAN: 
as any complaint been r ceived from 

Keral that the rice supplied is 
dama ed? Will he m e enquiries? 

SHRI BI ENDRA SINGH RAO: 
T er was a complaint about the par ... 
boiled ric supplied to Ke la taking 

10 tim in cooking. We stopped 
he u ly 0 hat quality of rice. If 
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th people 0 Kerala do not like that 
quality of -par-boiled rice, we will not 
force this upon Kerala~ 

SHRI K. A. RAJAN: May I know 
wh her the Government of Kerala 
have s}ftlWn any preference for any 
quali y of nee? 

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAD: The 
Kerala Government has shown prefe-
rence fo par boiled rice to be issued to 
p ople but the quality of rice supplied 
in the past was not found satisfactory. 
We have agreed to improve the quality 
of the rice. We have stopped millers 
from producing t~at quality of Tice. 
W will improveilie quality of rice 
and supply rice to Kerala to. their 
satisfaction. 

Shortage of Diesel 

*8. SHRI AMAR ROYPRADHAN: 
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM 
AND CHEMICALS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that diesel 
shortage is prevailing in the ~ountry; 

(b) if so, the extent thereof indicat-
ing the annual requirement and avail-
ability for the current year; and 

(C) the reasons therefor and steps 
,taken by Government to remove their 
shortage? 

THE MINISTER OF WORKS AND 
HOUSING AND PETROLEUM AND 
CHEMICALS (SHRI P. C. SETHI): 
(a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) and (c). It is not possible to 
indicate the exact shortage of diesel, as 
it has been caused by a number of 
factors which are difficult to quantify 
with precision. These factors include a 
growth in its demand arising out of 
steep increase in the movement of 
good by road, power shortages and 
the drought conditions in certain parts 
o the country. Again, on account 0 
th2 disturbed conditions in saaIn, the 
thl'ee refinerIes in that tate and the 
Barauni refinery in Bihar have been 
hut-down, entailing a los in produc-
ion cf diesel to the extent 0 about 

:) 000 tonnes per day. Thl develop-

m n has seriously a ected the a vail-
ability of HSD in the areas fed by these 
refln ries and which cannot be asily 
f d from other sources. Arran 
rnents are being made to me t the 
demand for diesel, to the extent pos .. 
sible by imports, subject to certain un .. · 
avoidable restraints in movement by 
road and rail to areas t aditi ally 
served by the North-Eastern reliner·e 
and pipelines in As am, Bihar and U.P. 

SHRI AMAH Rb PRADHAN: It is, 
c1 ar from the statem nt 0 Mini ter 
that there is acute shortag of die 1. 
The hon . Minlst r did not reply to IllY' 
questions r garding the quantum ot 
diesel n c sary for production a d 
distribution. But it is a f ct that 70 
oer cent of the diesel transport ha 
stopped plying on the roads, particu-, 
larly in North Bengal, North Bihar and 
Eastern U.P . It is a fact that agri-
culturists who had diesel for th ir Dump 
sets and tractors, they are not get-
tin£!' dies 1 now. It is also a fact th t 
in the t a .!larden areas in th orth 
BenJlal and North Eastern Area. the 
tea .earden factories are going to be 
clos d down. It is a1 0 a fact that the 
entire area-North Eastern Region, 
West Bengal, Bihar and uttar Prad sh 
have been ' threaten d due to, shortage· 
of dies 1. So, in the ci rCllmstance , I 
would like to know from the hon. Min-
jster very categorically whether he 
will re-allot 25 per cent of the die el 
quota which was curtailed during the 
time 0 the preVIOUS Government i.e. 
on 5th January, 1980 in the cas of" 
W st Bengal, -Bihar and uttar Prad sh? 
Will the on. Minister arrange spec" al 
quota for West Ben aI, Bihar and ut· 
tar Pradesh to. meet the pr s nt c iSi 
of th diesel ther 1. 

SH ET I: As far as thi 

we took ov r. ow it i 
th p sen Governm n 
cut, which is abso utel 
ganda. 

25 p r cen cu 
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