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impression to Members that we are 
backing out. My statement in the 
Hou e does not indicate that we are 
backing out at this moment. 

DR. KARAN SINGH: A very luke-
warm statement. 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: The 
sta tement of the hon. Minister is not 
very clear. This commitment, as bas 
be n pointed out, dates from the days 
earlier th n 1976 when the Govern-
ment of India and the Representative 
of the Indian Delegation made a com-
mitment of this at Montreal Olympics. 
I r ally wonder whether there is time 
now to have any reconsideration. The 
Asian Gam s at the earliest has to 
tak place in 1982. In 1981 it was 
agreed that a full .. dress rehearsal 
would be made. I want to know whe .. 
her the stadia and the swimming 

pools, the stadium for the track events 
and other things have been construct-

, at what 'Stage of construction they 
are and whether they will be complet-

d by 1981. 

SHRr B. SHANKA\RANAND : To 
put the facts straight, I should say to 
tb bon. Member that we did not 
make any commitment at Montreal. 

MR. SPEAKER: Next question. 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO : What 
is th tage of construction of these 
thin s? 

MR. SPEAKER: I have called the 
e t question. 

uction 

·4. PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
ill the Minister 01 AGRICULTURE 
plea d to lay a statement showin : 

a the ood p oduction in the 
aunt in the ar 1977 -78 and 

1978-79; 

(b) whethe this production ha 
ho inerea over the food P oduc-
. on in th pr cedIng wo y ar ; and 

(~) if so, what were concret'e ae-
~ors responsible for this· increase?' 

THE MINISTBR OF AGRICUL-
'TURE A'ND ~UtRi\L RECONSTRUC-
TION (SHRI BIRENDRA SI 
RAO): (a) to (c). A statement i 1· 
on the Tab e of tl1e House. 

Statemftltt 

(a) The production of foodgrains a 
the all-India level has been 126.4 
million tonnes during 1977 -78 an 
131.37 million tonnes in 1978-7940 

(b) The production foodgrams 
during 1977 .. 78 marked an inCrease of 
5.38 million tonnes over the leVel 
1975-76 and 15.24 million tonnes over 
the level in 1976-77. Tne prod\Icti 
of foodgrains during 1978-79 mar e 
an increase of 20.20 million tOnD 
over the level in 1976 .. 77 and 4. 
million tannes over the level in 1977-
78. 

(c) Apart from the favourable 
ther conditions during 1977 .. 78 
1978-79, various development 
grammes which were intensified 
ing the y ar contributed to reafuf 
higher levels of foodgrain product-
Thes, among other things, includ 
extended coverage of high. yie1 
varieties, increased" and balanced 
of fertilisers, extensive adoption 
plant protection measures, infPn!t3Vip-i 

training of e tension workers and 
mers, identification of. suitable v 
ties for different situations tnrougbl 
mini-kit programmes ana tim 
planting of big yielding varietie 
rice. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVA : 
Before I come to my supplemen aa 
I 'Would like to suomi to you a1'JOU 
the procedure of framing the q 
tion. I never asked a statement to 
laid on Hie Table of the House. t 
not such a big statement. Ke 
have read it. If he had read 

m er would have kno 
ftgur . 
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MR. SPEAKER: Ask the supple-
entar_y. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
is for 'your consideration. You 

:y lease take note of it. 

SHRI B RENPRA SINGH BAO: 
.. , .............. _ 4s the question as it bas been re-

. ed by us. You will kindly read 

. :.lay a .statement. 

MADHU DANDAVATE: 
yway that is not the question, 
'cb I have submitted. Hon. Minis-

r gets the question irom the Secre-
riat, not fram me direct. Sir, thougb 

there have been vague talks of failure 
o the pi~rformance in 1977-78, coming 

I to the bl:ass-tacks, I am glad you had 
o admit that in 1977.78 and 1978 .. 79, 

e increase in the food production 
:was 15 million tonnes and 20 million 

Various factors 
a e been mentioned. I would like 

to ask a "oncrete question. Is it not 
a fact tbat because the prices of ferti-
. er in the very first year of the 
anata C~overnment were reduced by 

Rs. 100 per tonne and as a result of 
that the increase in the consump-t.ion 
of fertiliser compared to earlier year 

as 28 per cent and that was one of 
the important factors that was res" 
ponsible for the increase in food pro-
duction to the level of 126.6 million 
onnes1 

saRI ]3IRENDRA SINGH RAO: The 
increase in ood production during 

e e years was due to various factors 
wbich have been mentioned in mY 
rep y. The most important factor was 

favourable weather conditions at 
e time of raising the crop. There is 

o doubt that th consumption of 
r ·Users also increased. That was 
o due partly to the reduction in 

price given to the armers and also to 
he . sdom of the farmers. If the 

er wants to increase production, 
ignore that factor alto .. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
re I ask the next question, I 

ould 'ke to point out tha the reply 

given by the hone Minister is not clear. 
I sked one thing and he talks abou 
the . favourable climatic conditions in 
1975-76. Identical rainfall level wa 
therein earlier y ars. In spite of that, 

. actually the production w s Ie 
Firstly, let me get a clear reply to m 
ftr$t question. Then I will put my 
second question . 

SHRI B~RENDRA SINGH RAO: 
I do not know what has been left ou 
of yOUr question. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
I will repeat my first questIon. MY 
first question was that in additiOn to 
the factors that you have mentioned, 
is it not a fact that because the ferti-
liser prices were reduced by Rs. 100 
per tonne, there was 28 per cent in .. 
crease in the consumption of ferti-
lisers and as a result of that the pro-
duction in the food grains had increas-
ed? 

SHRI BI:RENDRA SINGH RAC: 
I have already mentiOned that that 
was also one of the factors. What 
more the hon. Members wants to 
know? 

PROF. MADHU DANDA V ATE: 
My second question is: Is it not a 
fact that in 1977-78, the irrigation 
capaCity in the country was increased 
by 2.7 million hectares which was the 
record not only for India but fOr the 
whole world and that was an addi-
tional factor-1he most dominant fac-
tor- as a result of wh ch we w re able 
to increase the food production? 

(b) As a result of this increase in 
production, is it not a fact that in the 
very first year and the second year 
that is, 1977-78 and 1978-79, we were 
able to return a con iderable portion 
of the food loan in kind that we had . . 
taken from RUSSia and we were al 
able to export food .. grains to Vi -
nam? As compared to 1974-75 and 
1 75-76, when we had import d ·8.7 

, million tonnes of food grain at a 0 t 
o Rs. 2503 cror s, don't you think 
that this pa ticular rformance wa 
mor pronounced a compared to the 

arlier r cord? 
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SHRI Bl.RENDRA SINGH RAO: 
This is a question of opinion. The bon. 
Memb r i welcome to have his own 
opinions about it. He has not sought 
any in ormation from me in his ques-
tior\. He is making a statement eulo ... 
gisi ng the performance of his Govern-
ment and it needs no answer. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
It bas been the convention of this 
House if the hone Minister does not 

ive the information the Hon. Speaker 
protects the hone Members. My con-
crete question was ....... . 

MR. gFlEAKER: The Minister gives 
the answer. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE~ 
He bas not given the answer. 

SHRI BI!RENDRA SINGH RAO: 
The han. Member must have more 
information than I have. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: My 
categorical question is: Is it not a fact 
that in the very first year 1977-78, the 
irrigation ,capacity was increased by 
2.7 million hectares and that was a 
record .... (interruptions) 

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAD: He 
is not seeking any information; he has 
all the infor aton with him. 

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Sir, the 
American lobby has been dominating 
th planning in the field of agricul-
ture in the leAR and they wanted to 
cr ate serious imbalances in the mat-
t r of production of foodgrains and 
th result has been that while in one 
sphere, namely cereals we had sur-
plus, there was serious shortage in oil-
se ds and pulses. In 1957-58, the per 
apita production of pulses was 31.2 

. and it cam down to 16.7 kg. jn 
1974-75. Will th hon. Minister take 
not 0 thi and th compound growth 
ra e 0 sleeted crop food and non-
food. r cent per annum which was 
rom 1949-50 to 1959·60, production 0 

puis 3 0, area 3.00 R d yield 0.10 
r c n' .•.. 

MR. SPEAKER' I want.. Y.{)U , to fr 
your question •. 

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: I 
framing the question. I want to 
this to the hon, Minister before as -
the question In view of the fact 
there are serious shortages ot P 
and oilseeds, and we have b n im 
ing edible oN worth about Rs. 
crores, will the hone Minister kin 
tell us what specific steps they h 
taken since theyt have taken 
charge to remove this, anomaly and 
see that proper planning is done in 
matter of production of foodgr . 
pulses and aHseeds. 

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAC-
hon. Member seems to have l~ 
figures. Some of the questions th 

f he has asked do ITot arise out of 
main question. The questiOIl' of • 
port of edible oils concerns the Mini 
try of C~mmerce and he can pu 
separate question about tFl'af 

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Wh 
a bout shorfage of oil~eeds and' ptruleS:'!-' 

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH MQ; 
are taking steps to increase the pI'O-
duction. 

SHRI JYOTIKM"OY BOSU; But I 
corning down every year, ... (Tnterrup-
tions) . 

MR. SPEAKER: prease bear in 
that this is a specifi'c question a 
production. You can put a sepa 
question asking abo.ut oiIseeds. 

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: 
grains include onseeds and pulse ; 
you kindly see the ICAR"l'eport y 
will find ffils. Let the hone MinP~ •• .od' ... _ 

tell us why has the per capItal a 
ability of pulses gone down and 
steps have been taken in this re 
since they have taken over to' imp 
the situation? 

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAO: 
are attending seriously to the qu . 
of shcrtfall in the production of 
seeds. We are taking certain measures 
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One of the measures may also be to 
ive better incentive prices to farmers 

and concessions 'ffl the price of inputs. 
We are also thinking of reducing im-
ports of edible oil from abroad so that 
the farmer in the home market gets 
better price {or his oilseeds produc ... 
tion. 

SHRI C. P. N. SINGH: Will the han. 
Minister inform the House whether the 
shortage of oilseeds was primarily 
because of hoarding and blackmarket-
ing in the country? 

MR. SPE.A!{ER: This que~ion does 
not arise. 

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY: I 
would request you, Sir, to see that the 
Minister, in his oral reply ..........•.. 
(Interruptions) remains consistent 
with what he says in his written 
reply. In reply to Mr. Dandavate's 
remark, he said that the increased 
food production was primarily due, to 
fawurable whether conditions; but in 
the written reply, he says: 

"Apart from the favourable 
weather conditions during 1977-78 
and 1~78-79, various development 
programmes which were intensified 
during the years contributed to real-
iSing hfgher levels of foodgrains pro-
duction. " 

That is an entirely different state-
ment. 

MR. SPEAKER: No; it is one of the 
factors. No, Dr. Swamy. 

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY: I 
would put my question, now. I only 
want a clarification. In view of the 
vastly increa !oodgra 'DS production, 
what is the present level of foodgrains 
tocks in me warehouses in the coun-

try? (Inte1'i1'ption) 

SHRI BlRENDRA 81 GH RAO: I 
require eparate no lee to an er this 
question. 

SHRI CHANDRAJEET YADAV: I 
would like to know from the hon. 
Minister whether the Government is 
considering the announcement of the 
wh at prlc in advance, because th 
hon. . nisf r knQWS that the pric an-
nouncement at a particular time go s 
a long way to help increa e produc-
tion and encourag the farmers. The , 
earlier Government did announce the 
price of paddy and sugarcane which 
really helped tne farmers to a very 
great extent. Will the Minister give 
serious thought to announce the pric 
of important focdgrains much artier, 
almost at the sowing season, so that th 
farmers may be ncouraged; and 
s condly, will the Miniiter also give 
serious thought to price parity? Price-
of industrial good, have been going 
higher and higher, and the peasant 
have a very genuine and legitimate 
grievance that their production do i 
not get Hie right prices. Will the 
l\1inister think of price parity also? 

SHRI BlRENDRA SINGH RAO: I 
agree with the hone Member that an 
announcement of prices for agricul-
tural produce in advance of the sowing 
seasons helps the farmer to undertake 
a better survey of his lands and be 
able to decide what are the crop that 
he can sow~or a better profit; but e 
sowing season is . till far oft 9 month 
more for wheat to be aown d we " 1 
certainly taKe a decision uch in ad-
vance of the proper time. 

SHRI VISHWA NATH PRATAP 
SINGH: I want to know from the hon. 
Minister whether, durin th 1& t 3 
years, the Janata Government fa'led 
to handle the exc production 0 
potatoes a a su ar-cane, r ulti in 
unduly depressed price for th 
modi ties and a gre t 10 
farmers. 

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAO: It 
is very true that the sug .. cane a e 
has decreased on account ot th pr vi 
ous Government's failure to pro d 
remunerati ve pric to the f er for 
sugarcane during the pa year . It 1 
also a fact fhat ton and tons 0 t 
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rotted ih the mar ets, and the prices 
crashed to a level-.after which the far-
mers could not think of owi potatoes 
any Ion r.. But because of their faith 
in th pent Government, the prices 
of potato being maintained in the 
market; and we will pee that those 
conditions dOt not recur. 

S R1 GANBHAI BAROT: The 
Minister has aamitted the fact that 
there was iner a in production, Is it 
tru that th producers got less, and 
th consumers paid mor and the mar-
gin went to hoarders and black-mar-
keteers during mat period? 

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAO: Yes; 
that is true. We will see that the 
mid e-m n do not get undue benefits, 
and that tli farmer gets fair and re-
munerativ prices for his produce with-
out being fleeced in the market, 

ama to CfO due to drought 

*5. SHRI C ITTA BASU: Will the 
Minist r of AGRICULTURE be pleased 
to lay a statement showing: 

(a) wheth r Government are aware 
of the large scale damages of crops 

due to long spell of drought in different 
parts of the coun'ry in the recent past; 

(b) i so, the extent of damages 
(State-wise) ; 

(c) the assistance provided fOlr by 
the Centre to the States to meet the 
situation (State--wise); and 

(d) what short-term and long-term 
programme the Government propose to 
take for drought prone areas? 

THE MINIS R OF AGRICULTURE 
& RURAL RECONSTRUCTION (SIlRI 
BIRENIJR..A SINGH RAO): (a) to (d). 
A statement is laid on the Table of the 
House, 

Sta.tement 

(a) Yes, Sir. During the last kharif 
season, 11 States were affected by long 
spell of drought. 

(b and (c) . 

(b) (c) 

Total C iling f 
foodgrains additi nal 

Population Cropped allocated xp nditure 
und r ood approv d t te affi cted ara 

(lakhs) affected for Work & y Go tf 
(lakh haf) pI. Food of India 

for Work for purposes 
Pr gramm of C ntral 

(including a 'i tance 
alanc (Rs. in 

last year' cror s) 
al nc 

Lakh Mt. 

ndhr rad h 1~5 ' 00 4° ' 00 ~'33 ~2 ' 05 

473 ' 00 3°'00 3'36 II ' B~ 

3°'00 17 ' 00 0,64 4'50 

h ~7 ' oO 4 ' 90 '20 3' 70 

279 ' 00 88 ' 00 3' I 22,80 

53' 14 10 ' 23 l ' 4' 8·54 




