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statement issueq at the end of the
visit ig placed on the Table of the
House,

The Deputy Chairman of the Coun-
cil of Ministers of USSR Mr. I. V. Ark-
hipov visited India from 22 February

to 1 March 1980. No press statement,

was issued at the conclusion of the
visit,
Statement

Sowiet-Indian Joint Statemment issued
on 14-2-1980

A4 the invitation of the Government
of India, A. A. Gromyko, Member ocf
the Political Bureau of the CPSU,
Central Committee and Minister for
Foreign Affair: of the USSR, paid an
official] visit to India from February
12 to 14, 1980.

During his stay in Delhi, A. A.
Gromyko was reccived by the Pre-
sident of India, Mr. N. Sanjiva Reddy
and the Vice President of India, Mr.
M. Hidayvatullah.

A. A. Gromyko called on the Prime
Minister of India. Mrs. Indira Gandhi,
and conveyed to her 3 message from
the General Secretary of the CPSU
Central Committee gnd President of
the Presidium of the USSR Supreme
Soviet, L. I. Brezhnev and had a de-
tailed exchange of views wilh bher.

He held official talks with the Minis-
ier of External Affair, of India, Mr.
P. V. Narasimha Rao.

During the talks, which weie held
in an almosphere of mutual trust and
cordiality, the internationa] situation,
including the developments in the
region and around ii, was reviewed.

They also reviewed bilateral rela-
tions in the perspective of their long
and traditional friendship and in the
spirit of the Indo-Soviet Trealy
of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation
of August 9, 1971.

Tie two sides reaffirmed their de-
termination not only to preserve but
also to develop further and streng-
then mutually-beneficial relations
between the {wo countries. -

Both sides expressed datisfaction

with the visit of the Member of the
Political Bureau of the CPSU Central
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Committee and Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the USSR, A. A. Gromyko,
to India.

They also poted that the talks and
discussions had helped the two sides
to strengthen mutual understanding.

The two sides expressed their agree-~
ment to maintain the exchange of
opiniong between the two countries
on issues of mutual interest on a con-
tinuing basis. '

On behalf of the Soviet leadership
and L. I. Brezhnev General Secretary
of the CPSU Centra] Committee and
President of the Presidium of the
USSR Supreme Soviet A, A. Gromy-
ko, extended an invitation to the Prime
Minister of India, Mrs. Indira Gandhi,
to pay an official visit to the Soviet
Union. He also extended an invitation
on behalf of the Soviei Government
to the Minister of Externa] Affairs
of India, Mr. P, V. Narasimha Rao, to
pay an official visit to the Soviet Un-
ion.

The invitationg were accepled with
pleasure. The +imings of the visits wjll
be agreed upon later,

A. A Gromyko expressed his thanks
to the Indian leaders for the warm re-
ception and hospitality accorded to
him during h)s stay in India,

Fast Direct Train from Bhubaneswar
to New Delhi

LAKSHMAN MAL-
RAIL-

*60. SHRI
LICK: Will the Minister of
WAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any proposal
under Government’s consideration to
introduce a fast direct train from
Bhubaneswar to New Delhi; and

(b) if so, the details thereof and
when it is likely to be started?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF): (a) Yes,
Sir.

(b) It has been decided to introduce
a pair of Tri-weekly Express trains
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nameg 175/176 Mahasagar Express
between Puri anq New Delhi via Bhu-
banewar, Tatanagar, Bokaro, Gaysa and
Varanasi with effect from 1-4-80,

Broag Gauge Link from Baroda to
Raipur

*61. SHRI AMARSINH V. RAT-
HAWA: Will the Minister of RAIL-
WAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any proposal
to construct a broad gauge railway
line from Bareda o Raipur via
Chhota Udaipur; and

(b) if so, whether any survey has
been done and when the work is
likely to be started?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF)
(a) and (b). A proposal has been re-
ceived, from the Government of
Gujarat or conversion of Pratapnagar-
Chhota Udaipur as well as Anklesh-
war-Rajpipla N, G. sections to B. G.
primarily to serve the Narmada Pro-
ject for transportation of materials.
The State Government had heen
advised that the survey for these lines
could be undertaken as a deposit work
chargeable to the State Government.
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Coal Crisis in Gujarat

292. SHRI D. P, JADEJA:

SHR1 CHHITUBHAI GAMIT:

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS
be pleased to state:

(a) the number of wagons engaged
for transporting coal to Gujarat State
at present;

(b) whether it ig a fact that
Gujarat is facing coal crisis in the
State; ang

(c) whether Government propose
to allot more wagons for transporting
coal to Gujarat State?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF RAILWYS
(SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF): (a)
In the Railway transport system, wag-
ons are not earmarked for transpor-
tation of coal or other commodities
to any particular State.

(b) Occasiona]l reports are received
regarding scarcity of coal from Guja-
rat as well as from other Stales.

(c) Action has beep taken to step
up coal loading for consumers in Gu-
jarat State ag well as for other States.
While in January ‘30 on an average
624 wagons per day were loaded for
Gujarat State, in February it improv-
ed to 662 wagons per day.

Meetings of Provident Fund Trustees
Board

293. SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE:
Will the Minister of LABOUR be
pleased to state:

(a) how many meetings of the

Provident Fund Trustees Board have
been held in 1979; and





