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23, 1901 (Saka) 

TIle Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the 
Clock. 

[MR. SPEAKER ~n the Chair] 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

'Labour FOrce 

"41. SHR1 NIREN GHOSH: Will the 
'Minister of LABOUR be pleased to 
state: 

(a) the total labour force in the 
CDuntry as on 1st January, 1980; 

r('b) the -elassification thereof; and 

(C) the employment potential in 
;eomparhwn with the increase in the 
labour force! 

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM AND 
CIVIL AVIATION AND LABOUR 
(SHBl .J. :B. PATNAIK): (a) and (b). 
According to available projections the 
Labour forCe in the country as on 1_1-
1980 was 285.18 million of which 234.01 
million were in the rural areas. 

(c) The Government proposes to 
give the matter a detailed consideration 
in the background of formulating a new 
dan so as to maximise creation of em-
ployment potential keeping in view the 
iDcrease in the labour force. 

SHRI bUREN GHOSH: Will the hon. 
Minister be pleased to state ho\\" many 
of the urban labour force are employed 
and how many of them are unemployed? 
It may also kindly be stated whether 
teCiStered or unregistered, the rural 
labour force has increased over the 
3'ea1'.S and how many Of them are em'" 
played .and underemployed. How many 
day. in a year are they employed? I 
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would. .also like to know whether there 
are reports of unemployed starvation 
deaths because we think that there are 
starvation deaths. 

SHRI J. B. PATNAIK: Sir, as far as 
the rural labour forces go, in the rural 
areas there are 151.03 million males 
and 82.98 million females and as far 
as urban labour force is concerned, 
there are 41.37 million males and 9.80 
million fema.les. Now, regarding the 
unemployed labour, the Employment 
Exchange figures say that in 1979 lhetc 
were 14.3 million jobless people in the 
country. He has referred to the reports 
about the starvation deaths. Now, this 
is a point which the Opposition harps 
On that there are starvation deaths in 
the rural areas. But as far as Govern-
ment is concerned, there IS no report of 
starvation deaths from any part of the 
country. 

SHRr NIREN GHOSH: May I know 
.from the hone Minister whether unem-
ployment has been increasing through-
out all these yeals? And according to 
an estimate of the previous Govern-
ment, the urban unemployed exceeds 
2.2 crores and as far as rural unemploy-
ment is concerned, it is at least 4.0 
crores. ~ut if you include under-
employed also in this figure, it would 
work out to 10.0 crorL"S. Is it a fact or 
not that every year, starvation deaths 
are occurring because 70 per cent of 
OUr country's population are living be-
low the poverty line? What steps the 
Government are going to take to see 
that all are gainfully elnployed so that 
they do not die due to starvation? 

MR. SPEIAKER: Before- the bon. 
Minister answers this question, I "NOU!d 
request the hon. Members to ask point-
ed questions, and not make the time 
during Question Hour, so that the time 
of the House Is utilised usefully. The 
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questions should be relevant, the re-
plies should be relevant and I would 
see to that. 

SHRI J. B. PATNAIK: The hone 
Mem ber has referred to the question 
Of unemployment over the years. I do 
not know which particular period he 
means. If we take into consideration 
the years of. the ~ongress rule from 
1951 to 1977, according to the statistics 
that are with us, about 120 million jobs 
were created in the country. In 1972-
'13, the uemployment figures were 16.8 
mlllions and in 1977 .. 78 the figure of 
unemployed persons was 16.8 million 
which clearly shows that the increas~ 
of 33 million in labour force was 
absorbed by the jobs created during 
that period by the then Government. 

As far as the J anata Governm~nt is 
concerned, c!nring the last three years 
of their rule, they promised to create 11 
million jobs, but they were not able to 
do that. The growth rate in industry 
nas declined very much and the u n-
employment figures also show that the::,' 
have failed to honour their promise. 

Regarding the plans Of the Govern-
ment for removal of unemp.loyment in 
this country, it is very well known 
that tbis Government is committed to 
create employment on a large scale, byt 
at present, the economy is in a shatter-
_ ed positlon. First, the economy has to 
be put in order and after that is done. 
the various plans and projects of the 
Governm.ent would be implemented. 
Government believes in a new Five 
Year Plan .and that Five-Year Plan 
would be employment oriented. 

• 
SHRI A. T. PATIL: What steps floes 

the 'cJ.overnment propose to take to 
check the movement Of la bour force 
from ru ral flreas to urban areas and to 
see that the labour manpower is gain-
tully elF ployed in the rural areas itself? 

SHRl J. B. PATNAIK: The only way 
to ched' tile movement of labour force 

from rural areas to urban areas is t~ 
revitalise the 20-Point programme anc:Jl 
thIs Government haa promised to do. 
and by this new jobs would be created 
in the rural areas. Particularly, in the 
rural areas, it is the landless people .. 
the marginal farmers, small farmers, 
etc. who need to be taken care of. The 
entire 20-Point programme is meant for 
creating jobs for these classes of peo~ 
pIe, whiCh belong to the weaker sections. 
of the people. By revitalising thiS prO-
gramme and by various projects, the· 
Government wants to absorb the labour 
force in the rural areas itself so that 
they do not migrate to urban areas. 

SHRI CHITTA BASU: May I know 
from the hon. Minister whether he is: 
aware of the fact that there has been 
dece1eration of employment in the 
organised industry nnd in the pubUe 
seC'to~ industries and v,·hether he is" 
also aware of the fact that this dece-
lerati'O~ has been caused by large 
scale retrenchment closure ratio1l8-
l]coation. automatio~ etc. I~ view ~ 
thl"i, the general employn1ent hus 
gon - d ')wn in organised industry and 
puhlic sector in OUr country. What 
n~:p''''l('ular and specific steps does the 
Government proPOSe to take with a. 
ve\v to providing employment iOt 
organized and pu hlic sectors? 

MR. SPEAKER: He has already ans-
wered that question. 

SHRI CHITTA BAS·I]: No, My ques-
tion is whether he is aware of the fact" 
that this deceleration ot employment .. 

MR. SPEAKER: He has answered.· 
Now Mrs, Dandavate. 

SHRIMATI 
VATE: 

PRAMlLA DANDA-

ar~'lf ~, at C1 ({1Xt ~ 1({J5 ~ tfPf 
1f- ~f~cl(atl ctii ~ fCfid;ft (, ~ Cfit 
~ q<~"';:e\iI ( ? 1951 Cfl ~ ti ar;r-
Q)"H1.lIit';:e 1f" st{\i1tatl ~ ~ ~ 
~ (--~ q: " (? f 977 $ ~ 
~~m;t~tr~, ~~ 
lIfitt1181" if m ~ ~ ~ fCII .. \'i-
tiI"t(¥iH:tI¥i\:e ?fiT ~ ~ .. nr lfRif $ 
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~~'1l1 ~~~1f 
~q;<Ai( ( ~ ,o.~''3l R, ar.t3l11,\; (\'Ie 
{j ~, at 141 '" .,,,'5 ~ , ~ fti@'l~ tf-
i~:-trm ~ ~ ~-~ cH ~ "If-
F ~ ~·fl4""'( ~ ~ tmr ~ 
~ ~r dl; 'lf1: ~ ~" Pen II f~i11 arl ~ 
~ <fliil'll( ~ ~ ~ t ~ cf 
~~ ~ ft:4'61I(I~ ( lfT ~--'('i 
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SHRI J. B. PATNAIK: 1 have alteady 
given the figures regarding the labour. 
force-male.wise and female-wise. As 
regards her claim that during the 
J anata and Lok Dal regime, jobs were 
created for women, I don't have figures 
with me. She has referred to the 
Adult Education Progran1n~le. Every-
body knows about that programme, 
how tha l programme was run by the 
RSS elernents. and how that programme 
has beell discredited. 

SHRI J. B. PATNAIK: This is a sug-
gestion for the consideration of the 
Governnlent. 

MR. SPEAKEJR: Now Question 42. 

Report for Wage BOard for Journalists 

+ 
*42. SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE: 

S:HRI NIHAL Sl,.l'l'GH: 
Will the Minister of LABOUR be 

pleased to lay a statement showing: 

(a) whether Government have re-
ceived the Wage Board report for Non-
Working Journalists and Working 
Journalists; 

(b) if so. the main recommendations 
thereof; and 

(C) if not, when the report il Ukely 
to be submitted'? · 

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM AN» 
ClVIL AVIATION AND LABOUR 
(SHRI J. B. PATNAIK): (a) and (b). 

The Wage Boards for Working Journa. 
lists and Non-Journalists Newspaper 
employees had SUbmitted interim re-
ports in 1977 recommending interim 
wage rates. They did not submit thew 
tinal reports. The Wage Boards were 
replaced by Tribunals for Workinll 
Journalists and Non-Journalists News': 
paper employees on 1-2-1979. The re-
ports of the Tribunals have not beeD 
received yet. 

(c) The recommendation of the 'fn-
bunals are expected shortly. 

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE: Al-
ready, it IS in the newspapers that tne 
recommendatlons Of the Tribunal have 
excluded the employees of the newS 
agencies. Is the Minister aware of 
this? They have protested against this 
exclusion, and are ~oing to take a one-
day protest action throughout the 
country on the 18th March. Has the 
Government received the representa-
tions of the employees of the news 
agencies regarding this protest? Is the 
Minister in favour of reconsidering the 
Tribunal's award. and recommending 
to the Tribunal to include the cases of 
thE' employees of news agencies, so that 
their discontent is removed, 

SHRI J. B. PATNAIK: Let me tell 
the House that there are no recommen-
dations by the Tribunal; they are only 
proposals. / The recommendations of 
the Tribunal would only be available 
to the 'Government after the proposals 
have been duly circulated, opinions 
received, consultations made among the 
various parties with tbe Tribunal and 
Trionnal gives its flnal recommenda. 
tions to the Government. Only after 
that we will be in a position to consider 
the recommendations of the Tribunal. 
It is a fact that the JournalistsY Asso-
ciations are very much perturbed over 
nOD-incluslon, ·u they say. of their 




