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SHRI A. p. SHARMA: I have said 
that the neces~ty is there. The site is 
also suitable. The only di1ftculty is 
paucity of funds. I assure the house 
that as soon as funds are available 
this question will be taken up. 

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: Not 
after ten years I suppose, but very 
soon. 

SHRI A. P. SHARMA. In the next 
Five Year Plan it should be possible 
to consider it. 
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SHR! HARINATHA MISRA: Is it a 
fact that the faciUties for carrying 
coal frafll. - Chotanagpur coalfields to 
North Bihar, iIlcluding the Nepal 
border have been vf1t'Y inadequate 
and this i.s one of the factors why an 

area inhabited by mo~ than 3 crores. 
of people has remained undeveloped? 

SHRI A. P. SHARMA: I ~ with 
the hon. Member. I have already 
stated tfha. there is necessity, and 
this necessi ty will be considered by 
the Government. 
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Bombay .. A.uraDPbad B&llway LIne 
·148. SHRI RAMKRISHNA MORE: 

, Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pLeased to state: 

(a) whether a surve;y baa been con .. 
ducted by the Railway authorities :to!' 
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the conatr\1ction of broad '&Uie raill. 
way line from Bombay to Auranga-
bad; 

(b) if so, whether any scheme has 
been formulated by Government; and 

(c) if so, when Government pro-
pose to commence work on the same? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF): (a) Bom-
bay and .Aurangabad are already con-
nected by a BG/MG railway line via 
Manmad. Work on the convertion of 
the MG line from Manmad to Auranga-
bad in the first phase is in progress. 
No survey has been conducted for 
construction of a shorter link connect-
ing these places. 

(b) and (c). Do not arise. 

SHRI RAMKRISHNA MORE: To the 
best of my knowledge,' a survey has 
been carried out by the Railway 
authorities in 1976 for the railway line 
passing through Aane Malshej Hills, 
Ahmednagar. This line will be ex-
tremely beneficial for the tribals and 
the people from under-developed 
areas. Wi!! the Government give 
jus1:ice to the tribals from backward 
areas by taking up this work? 

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SRARIEF: 
I have every sympathy for the tribals. 
~ have ueady said that Bombay-
Manmad is a broad gauge line and 
Manmad-Aurangabad is a metre 
gauge line. The total distance is 
about 350 kms. The first phase of the 
work covering about 112 kms. at a 
cost of Rs. 16 crores between Manmad 
and Aurangabad has been taken UP 
and Rs. 25 lakhs will be spent in the 
current year and abOut Rs. 50 lakbs 
have been earmarked in 1980-81. 'lb.e 
work is in progress. 

SHRI BALASAHEB VlKHE PATIL: 
I wOiuld like to know from the Minister 
whether the work ot conversion of the 

metre gauge line. betw~n Manmacf 
anc;l Auran,abad into bfOad guage,. 
which was started two years before,. 
has been stopped for some time. It is. 
a link between Bombay and Aurallla-
bad. Now it takes more time to 
reach Bombay from Aurangab~ than 
frem Bhusawal, although the di .. 
tance IS the same. The conversion 
work of Manmad-Aurangabad line 1JVaS 
stopped according to my information. 
and I would like to know whether It 
is being restarted again. 

SHRI C. K. JAFFER S:aARIEF: 
As I have already explained, the first 
phase of the work is already on hand 
and in the current year Rs. 25 lakhs 
are being spent and in 1980-81, an 
outlay of Rs. 50 lakhs has been pro--
vided. The work is in progress. The 
question of work being stopped does 
not arise. 

SHRI S. B. CHA VAN: Is the hon. 
Minister aware of the fact that there-
is a terrible pressure on the Ghat 
section between Manmad and Bombay 
and that is why an alternate Ghat 
section was investigated before for 
joining Parle Baijnath via Ahmed .. 
nagar-Ka!yan and. if so, what is 
the position? 

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SlIARIEF: 
I do not have those particulars. If a 
separate question is put, I will give 
the information. 
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