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Rise in Price of Essential Articles

*86. SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE:
SHRI G, M. BANATWALLA :

Will the Minister of COMMERCE
AND CIVIL, SUPPLIES be pleased to
lay a statement showing:

(a) whether the attention of Gov-
ernment has beepn drawn to the spiral
of prices of all essential articles in the
country;

(b) if so, the details thereof for the
past two years month-wise and com.
modity-wise; .and

(c) the steps taken by Government
to reduce the prices thereof?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEEL AND MINES AND CIVIL
SUPPLIES (SHRI PRANAB
MUKHERJEE): (a) to (c¢). A State-
ment is laid on the Table of the House.
[Placed in Library. See No. LT-242/
80].

Rate of Imnflation

*87. SHRI D. L., BAITHA: Will the
Minister of FINANCE be pleased to
state :

(a) whether it is a fact that the rate
of inflation touched all-time high dur-
ing the yearg 1977-78 and 1978.79;
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(b) if so, what are the details, year-
wise; and

(¢) what steps do the present Gov-
ernment propose to take to bring back
the economy in order?

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE AND
INDUSTRY (SHRI R. VENKATARA-
MAN): (a) and (b), No, Sir. The re-
quisite details are given in the attach-
ed Statement.

(c) As already stated in the Presi-
dent’s Address the Government pro-
poses to tackle the price situation by:

(i) increasing supplies;
»
(iiy controlling and regulating dis-
tributior};

(iii) taking stringent action against
hoarders and black-marke-
teers; and

(iv) other measureg to he spelt out
in the budget.

Statement

WHOLESALE AND. CONSUMER
PRICE INDICES, 1977-78—1979-80

(averages)
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1977-728 . . 1858 92
1978-79 - : 185 8 331
1979-80
April : : 1953 337
May : ‘ 197-9 339
June . : 201 345
Iuh' ) d 2119 253
August 218 -1 360
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October - . 220 -1 365
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