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Seed Farms in North Easteran Region

"682'. SHRI AJOY BISWAS : '\{Vill the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to
state :

(a) the number of seed farms established
or proposed to be established in the North
Eastern region to meet the requircment of
seeds of various food crops like paddy, wheat,
oilseeds ctc, and the location thereof ;

~ (b) what will the total production of
foundation seed and certified seed in those
farms ; and

(c¢) whether the production from these

farms will be sufficient to meet the require-
ment of the whole of the North Eastern

region ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI

YOGENDRA MAKWANA) : (a) Pro-
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duction of seeds within the State is the
function of the State Government. It is for
them to take steps, including setting up of
farms, for production of seeds. According
to the information furnished by the State
Governments/Union Territorics in North
Eastern Region, Mizoram and Arunachal
Pradesh had not set up any seed farm. Out
of 97 seed farms set up by Assam, Tripura,
Meghalaya and Manipur, 88 are functioning
today. The information regarding Nagaland
and Sikkim is awaited. In ordcr to supple-
ment the production of seeds in this region,

-the Government of India, through the State

Farms Corporation of India, set up three
farms in North Eastern region, one at
Kokilabari in Assam and the other two in
Mizoram at Lokicherra and Lushaicherra.

(b) During 1983-84, the total pro-
duction of secds at the Farms of the State
Governments/Union Territories is likely tc
be of the order of 22,648 quintals. Besides,
76,4%0 gquintals of seeds werc produced by
the Assam State Seed Corporation and the
Progressive farmers of Assam, Manipur,
Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh. The likely
production at the'three farms of the Stiate

' Farms Corporation of India during 1983-84

is 25,887 quintals.

(¢) According to the State Governments/
Union Territorics of this Region, the
requirements of seeds during 1984-85 of
this Region are 3.73 lakh quintals, against
which internal production in 1583-84 at State
farms ~nd farms of Assam State Seced Cor-
poration/Progressive farmers was only (.99
lakh quintals, which will be available in
1984 85. The balance will be met by suppliers
from outside the Region.

SHRI AJOY BISWAS : Sir, North
Eastern Council in its report has said that
the North Eastern Council will establish
some seed farms and also that these sced
farms will meet the requirements of the
north-eastern region. Now, thc Minister
has said that the farms that will be establish-
ed in the North Eastern region will not meet
the requirements. So, I do not know why th:s
type of information has come in the Report
of the North Eastern Council. Good
varieties of seeds are to be produced out of
good qualities of foundation seeds. With-
out proper foundation seeds good quality
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seeds will not be produced. There are 90
farms in the North eastern region according
to your statement. My question is this.
What is the total requircment of foundation
sceds 1n those farms ? What is the percen-
tage of the total requirement which is being
supplicd by Government ? From where is
the Government procuring these foundation
seeds becausc foundation seed is available
only in agricultural university or agricultural
rescarch stations and there is no agricultural
university in the North eastern region ?

SHRI YOGENDRA MAKWANA
Foundation seed is generally produced by
the Scientist in the Laboratory in the Uni-
versity and the ICAR centres. These are
being supplicd to State farms and Central
farms. So far as the requircment of the
foundation seed is concerned, 1 don’t have
the information with me just now. It is not

availuble with mec at present. However 1
will get it and send it to the hon. Member.

SHRI AJOY BISWAS : Is there any

proposa) to supply seed to farmers at a
sutsidised rate ?

SHRT YOGENDRA MAKWANA : Sub.-
sidy is involved in supply of certified seed.
Also to the small and marginal farmers we
give free of charge through mini kits Foun-
dation seeds are also supplied by the
National Sceds Corporation and the Agri-
cultural Universitics.

Intensive Training Scheme for Rural
Iield Functionaries

+
*683 SHRI K. PRADHANI ;

SHRI SANAT KUMAR MAN-
DAL

- Will the Minister of RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT be pleased to state ;

(i) whether Government are planning to
launch a Centrally sponsored intensive trajn-
ing scheme for rural field functionaries ;

(b) if so, its broad outlines, the capital
outlay 1nvolved and the agency through
which this programme will be conducted ;

(¢) how the expenditure between the
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Centre and States will be shared ;

(d) whether this scheme will be extended
to West Bengal during the current year and
cover the backward district of Sunderbans ;

(e¢) if so, whether necessary action in the
matter has becn or is being initiated ; and

(f) whether any such centres will be
located during the current year in Orissa,
particularly in the tribal belt of Koraput
district and if not, the reasons therefor ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(SHRI HARINATHA MISRA) : (a) to (f).
The question of strengthening the training of
rura! field functionaries during the Seventh
Plan period is under consideration. Various
details have yet to be finalised.

SHRI K. PRADHANI : The target of
achievement under this Rural Development
Programme is much behind in backward
districts like Koraput than in respect of
other forward districts.

May I know from the Minister whether
fall in achievement target is due to lack of
training of field functionaries like officers
and non-officials who are concerned with
the implementation of this programme ? If
so, why -there is delay in the starting of the
State-level training centres ? May I know
when these are likely to come up ?

SHRI HARINATHA MISRA : The hon.
Member has enquired about the schemes
that are to be brought into play for streng-
thening the training of the rural develop-
ment field functionarjies. Well, it is a plan
for the future. Obviously, we interpret it as
a plan for the future, thatis, the Seventh
Plan. And on this, I may say, nothing has
been settled. We are open to conviction

and whatever the suggestions th¢ hon.
Member would like to give, may be sent to

me and I will get them examined.

SHRI K.PRADHANI : 1 would like to
know from the hon. Minister whether the
Government will take care to see that the
trainces are given proper training to imple-
ment the schemes, not only quantitatively
but also see that it is done qualitatively.





