LOK SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA

e e e

Thursday, March 15, 1984]Phalguna
25, 1905 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at three minutes
past Eleven of the Clock

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Pregnant Women Suffering from
Nutritional Anaemia

*264. SHRI A.R. MALLU : Will thg
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE bu pleascd to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that about
50 per cent of the pregnant women in
India suffer from nutritional anacmia in
the last three mouths of pregnancy ; and

(b) if so, the steps Government
‘proposc to take to remedy the situa-
tion ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE (SHRIMATI1 MOHSINA
KIDWAID : (a) No country-wide survey
has been conducted. However, a large
number of women in their last trimester
of pregnancy suffer from nutritional
anacmia.

(b) Besides disseminating nutrition
education in the community through
mass-mcdia and other channels, a
programmc for prevention of nutritional
anacmia through distribution of Iron and
Folic Acid tablets is being implemcnted.

SHRI A.R. MALLU : Sir, many a
time the hon. Primec Minister has stated

| 5]

that much importance has to be given to
the problem cf women. 1 am unable to
understand why thc survey has not been
conduct so far. I would like to know
from the hon. Minister whcther there is
any proposal before the Geveinment to
conduct the survey in the near future
and, if not, why do you not plan for it.

SHRIMATI MOHSINA KIDWAIL:
No countrywide survey has yet been
conducted. But I think the hon. Member
will appreciate that in his State there
was a survey conducted to find out the
percentage of pregnant women suffering
from anacmia. A recent survey carried
out by the National Institute of
Nutrition of the ICMR at Hyderabad
has revealed that the prevalence of
anaemia amongst rural population is as
much high as 60 per cent. We are also
concerned about thc hcalth problems
specially for the pregnant women and
new born children. We are doing our
best to prevent anaemia which is very
much prevalent in rural areas. Anacmia
is one of the major health problems
affecting women of child-bearing age
and children in the country.

The major cause of anaemia is iron
deficiency. Anaemia among thc rural
population appears to be due to inade-
quate intake or poor absorption of iron
owing to predominantly cercal-based
food. We are giving to the pregnant wo-
men Iron and Folic Acid tablcts. We are
giving them one tablet of Iron and Folic
Acid for hundred days through our ICDS
programme, through our primary hcalth
centres, through cur dispensaries and
through our health sub-centres. There is
a network of these programmces in the
rural areas.

SHRI A.R. MALLU : My question
was very specific but it was not answered.
Being a woman, the hon. Minister
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represents women. I do not think she
will neglect women. I hope, at least

this question of mine she will be
answering.
The hon. Minister, Mrs. Mohsina

Kidwai, sometime back, in reply to Mr.
Brajamohan Mohanty’s Unstarred Q. No.
4309, answered in this House that some
nutritional programme is suppose to
cover 600 lakh women in the Sixth
Plan. I want to know whether the target
fixed has been achicved and, if not, what
action is being taken to reach the target.

Sccondly, it is noticed that many of
the women who suffer from anaemia
come from the poor sectioms, that is,
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.
The programmes which arc being stacted
in the country are more confined to the
urban areas, rather than to the rural
areas. Sometime back, the hon. Minister
was also pleased to answer that the
1CDS programme is being cxtended all
over the country. It was stated that, in
the beginning, they have taken up 600
blocks and that they will gradually cover
1000 blocks. 1s it not necessary on the
part >f the Government to introducc this
programue all over thc country, in all
the blocks, in the intcrest and welfare
of women ?

SHRIMATI MOHSINA KIDWAI :
As regards the targets and achievements,
in 1980-81, our target was 12 miilion
and we achieved 11.1 million.

12 million was the target which was
achi¢ved during 1981-82.

12 million was the target which
excecded to 14.7 million in 1982-83.

11.4 million was the achievement up
to December, 1983.

About these ICDC Blocks, wemen
are given supplecmentary nutrition of
about 500 calories and 20 to 25 grams
of protcin at the rate of 50 paise per
beneficiary per day for 300 days a year.
Out of 820 sanctioned projccts, 511 are
fully opcrational, We arc trying our
best to cxpand this Programme all over
the country in course of time but, as you
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know, with the limited resources, it is
difficult to expand the Programme fully
m all the rural areas but we are
extending it gradually.

DR. KRUPASINDHU BHOI : I must
congratulate the Hon. Minister because
she has very categorically replied to the
question of my friecnd Mr. Anantha
Ramulu Maliu. But the¢ whole crux of
the problem is, the Dcpartment of
Family Planning does not dcal with the
problems of expectant mothers and of
neo-natal infant cases.

The Hon. Minister has introduced
last time the National Health Policy f»r
2,000 A.D. The Hon. Minister has also
just now informed the House that 60
of the cxpectant mothcers are suffering
from malnutrition, anaemia and other

ailments. It is for this reason the infant
mortality rate is much higher than
cxpected and by 2,000 A.D. there is
every possibility of this problem
assuming anmanageablce proportions.

I would like to ask thc Hon.
Minister  through you whether the

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
has made any concrete proposals to the
Prime Minister and to the Ministries of
Education and Social Welfare to solve
the problems of neo-natal deaths, infant
mortality and, at the samc time, mater-
nal mo.tality so that the Department of
Social Welfare will be an asset to the
Government instead of a liability ?

SHRIMATI MOHSINA KIDWAI :
The Ministry of Education and the
Ministry of Social Welfare are coordi-
nating their cfforts with thc Ministry of
Health and  Family Welfare. We
have taken up the project in the
rural areas through ICDC Blocks which
is managed by the Ministry of Social
Welfare and through these Blocks, we
are cxpanding our Mother and Child
Welfare Care Schcme in  coordination
with the Department of Health.

DR. KRUPASINDHU BHOI : Is
there any administrative problem ?

SHRIMATI MOHSINA KIDWAI :
There is no administrative problem. The
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objectives of the Ministries of Educa-

tion and Social Welfare and of Health and -

Family Welfarc arc the same.

it Tfaene qraE ;. 98 AT &
AgeAqA W § |

sreaer Agay : UG AEEAT &, gE
fag ar za wrw & fag @ F& fafaee
Tt 7§ E

Wt Iwfasw q@aw 0 FETN
FiFel & garfas zg 3w d s Fqs
AT G E ) FHETH wT FrIq 12 ¥ R
miaat afgarst w1 qifezs argre g
fa=tar | oY oF SrEET dio MgTAA 7
uF wifesa #§ wagr g foo19g3 # S
=Y 431 g &, 9% A 50 g AL
& afrass 1 fawm agf & adar
Fqarrar a7 fRdE F w1 7
fazaim a7 qrdd ) & q=AY w A ¥
qear argar g 5 +fs 3w &1 wgas
gar g fawz g, safac 391 @ d
wigdl afgaed #1 afede o
zaTgar T geq qifezs argre 3 F
fog s & #1% fadrg Arstar g g
IAT FTT BIT AT &7 N AT FATAT
g ag &Y QU a@ 17 At g
5000 ¥ Y F@ Far a1 ggF fqw
fairg ®1a%7 FE @ ar ag s IT
Tt #T F4T avir faaar wfeqew fas-
fag agi g ?

st wigfaar frgad : zad #id
uF A & 5 ag aga agw e T
W N A mw 9l § fF gede
qrefadY 1 gAR PoF ¥ FIHT FAT
9TEIA 2 | AIFTAT I T A GAH
IITAT 4 THAT ATATA AT EATX Yoa
# gafog adi & v =6 frar a1 54

oo & R gER I Y qeg

PHALGUNA 25, 1905 (SAKA)

Ora l Answers [

¥ agT v Iw § mifaai & st
£ 1 ag wefraf gz afsaar A )
fora a=% 937 @17 §, S+ 98 @ 9av
agrar & 5 og =Ty Woartar
ay #a1 s@T =ifgy, Far foar qrdy
gy, FIRW TAFWT FY FHI T 798 §
< gax ag fF I AR AP AT ATAI-
fas qxmifagi § 37 =) awg §, o
IHH ol FT A, FAT AT FO 99T
e, qury gufeeq Ay AT A § a1 1T
fad fraag & 5 graa @ on-
aifas o #1 a9g ¥ faa& F1aor
sTRr &t foqr feest  arfge, o0
sr@l argr< fasar aifgn & sreer
w1gkw famar wifgy, ag aa 7& faaar
T g aagl ¥ ag Ffzars g Ay A
7 gATQr aady afgare’ 4 aa @ 4v
ST AFATT FS 4T A & 9T AT 419
g1, 9g ard q1aaw gF gax ¥ g4 g
§, eAF FUT INA-UAN A FIW QN
FT FHI | AT T wvwrAr fF AW
o AT Far § ? @t AT @1 9h
adY & fF o ga-deeg § AT grgEd
eq Jrzd §, W1 AR 9IS IFY §,
T AT ¥ uF 1€ g0, OF T AISS
grar o 7Y oSN 3§, T qqw
g ggd  fag @ifon w79 § st s
qifsz® strgre #Y arg g A A
e Fanas fafaegt $3 @ ) o
Yo o Hlo s6ATH TV TTE TTHY
i fear & & wifas ofas s
JrA TIAEH 1 AV 0T § I@F A
# guR el St garar fv S ogEd
ZTAE @1 § 9§ =19 W1 frar et
T@ g waEre o fwar g Se @
f& zad gw Tgy & srgy 1 gEi Sy
gl &1 AT AT § 9w fag e
qrEoree F1 AT oe frar war g oy
1990 §%F T30 g AT I IFHIF |
iy &1 avadr afgad S SEF
fag otz fezam & & =% s wgaq



7 Oral Answers
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SHRI AMAL DATTA : It has been
claimed that the target which was set at
12 million has been achicved in two
successive years. [ think, the number of
women who need coverage in this fashion
through iron tablets and other nutri-
tional food should be around 2S5 million

MARCH 15, 1984

Oral A.nswers 8

in India. Why has the target been set at
12 million which is what the hon. Mini-
ster has statcd ? Number two, what is the
total amount being spent in this fashion
so that wecan have an understanding of
what is the concern of thc Government
in this regard ?

SHRIMATI MOHSINA KIDWALI : The
budget estimates for the scheme against
nutritional anaemia for mothers and
children in 1983-84 were Rs. 199.10 .
lakhs and the rcvised estimates Rs.
149.37 lakhs. In 1984-85 it is about
Rs. 220 lakhs.

Me tro Railway and Electric
T rains in Madras

*268. SHRI
Will the Minister
pleased to state :

ERA ANBARASU
of RAILWAYS be

(a) the steps being taken to imple-
ment the metro railway project in Madras
after its inauguration ;

(b) when the proposed Madras Port
to Luz electric train project will be taken
up for implementation; and

(¢) the steps being taken to run
additional electric trains from Madras
Beach to Tambaram on account of
increasing traffic ?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI A.B.A. GHANI KHAN CHOU-
DHURY) : (a) to (c). A statement is
laid on the Table of the Sabha.

Statement

(a) Detailed designing, soil explo-
ration work along the alignment, acquisi-
tion of land and preliminary works have
been taken in hand for Madras Beach—
Luz Rapid Transit System.

(b) The completion date of the Mddras
Beach—Luz Project won_.lld depend upon
annual availability of funds.

(c) At present 260 EMU trains and
one conventional fast train are being run
as against 256 train run in 1982, This has
cased the overcrowding. For lack of





