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Captive Power Plants for Fertilizer Units
..i_
*856. SHRIMATL JAYANTI PAT-

NAIK :
SHRI K. PRADHANI :

Will the Minister of CHEMICALS
AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state !

(a) how many gas-based ferlilizer units
have set up their own captive Power
Pants ;

(b) the names of those gas-based ferti-
liser units ;

(c) whether some more gas-based fer-
tiliser units have applied for permission
to set up their own captive power plants;

(d) if so, how many of them have
been allowed to set up captive power sets;
and

(e) the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF CHEMICALS
AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI VASANT
SATHE) : (a) One plant.

(b) Trombay.

(c) to (e) It is proposed to instal cap-
tive power facilities in all the ncw gas-
based fertilizer plants. Captive power
facilities are already being installed in the
three gas-based plants under construction
at Thal, Hazarika and Namrup.

SHRIMATI JAYANTlI PATNAIK :
Sir, are there any proposals to convert
the gas-based fertilizer Plants into coal-
based fertilizer plants? 1f so, what are the
details of the same ? How many of the
proposed new fertilizer plants are coal-
based plants ? Is it a fact that one pro-
posed coal based plant has not come up
according to schedule because of non-
availability of Plants and equipments and,
if so, what steps are being taken to get
such plants and equipments ?

SHRI VASANT SATHE : There is no
proposal to convert any coai-based fer-
tilizer plant into  gas-based and no
gas-based plant would be converted into

MAY 3, 1983

Oral Answers 16

coal-based. Secondly, as far as some of
the coal-based fertilizer plants, Particu-
larly, Ramgundam in Andhra Pradesh,
Talcher in Orissa and Korba in Madhya
Pradesh are concerned, our experience i$
that the power supply is far from satis-
factory. Here I would likc to refer to the
State from which the hon. Member
comes. In the Talchar plant there is 100
per cent power cul for the last so many
months and it is closed down., though
the State had assured us full power sup-
ply when the plant was being sct  up. As
it is, coal-based technology is not yet
fully developed and fully stabilised. 1f
they do not give power, which is the main
requirement for a fertilizer plant, then we
cannot make a success of the coal-based
plants. I am afraid, we would not be
able to take up even Korba, unless these
two plants in Ramgundam and Talcher
are working salisfactorily. Till then we
cannot go in for Korba. This is the
plight of the fertilicer plants. today. Even
for Ramgundam plant in Andhra Pradesh
we have the problem of power. Even
though the new thermal power plant,
which the hon. Member has mentioned,
is there, we do not get power from there.
Then they ask for captive power plants,
which 1s too costly. 1 really do not know
how the economics is going to be worked
out.

SHRIMATI JAYANTI PATNAIK :
Is it a fact that provision is made for a
phosphatic fertilizer plant at Paradip,
keeping in view the encouraging supply of
natural gas from the off shore of Paradip ?
If so, what are the details, like the blue-
print, the position of the land etc. ?

SHRI VASANT SATHE : The plant
al Paradip is a phosphatic plant ;: it is
not a gas-based plant. We are going to
get phosphate in  collaboration with
Nauru. The whole phosphatic is going
to be imported. I have already inaugurat-

ed and laid the foundation stone of thai
plant.
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SHRI M. SATYANARAY AN RAO : |
am really surpriscd to know from the
hon. Minister for (he first timc that in
Ramgundam they are facing somc shor-
tage of power, because my information
is that there is no shortage of powcer
there. Since it is a coal-based plant and
since coal, power and other things arc
easily available, I want to know whether
you are able to utilize the capacity which
has been slated there and what is the
progress.

SHRI VASANT SATHE : At present
the problem in Ramgundam is not shor-
tage of power per s¢, but il is fluctuation.
Those who know about fertilizer industry
know well that in this industry the
smooth, sustained supply of power is e¢s-
sential.  Any fluctuation not only affects
the port end but it also damages the
equipment. The main problem at Ram-
gundam is that the equipment is aflected
by the fluctuation. Yet, the plant is pro-
ducing Lo 40 per cent capacity.

SHRI BHIKU RAM JAIN : Arc you
referring to political power or clectric
power ?
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SHR1 VASANT SATHE : If you give
the political power to run the fertilizer
plant, I would not mind it.
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Peuding Applications for Telephone
Connections

*¥861. SHRI A. NEELALOHITHADA-
SAN NADAR : Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS be  pleascd to
state

(a) how many applications for tele-
phone connections arc pending throught-
out India ;

(b) how many of them are pending in
Kcrala; and

(¢) when those applications are
expected be cleared and the details there-
of ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTR IN SHE
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI VIJAY N. PATIL) : (a)
Applications to the tune of 6.81 lakhs
are pending for telephone connections
as on 1.3.83 in the country.

(b) About 31,300 applications for new
telephone connections arc pending in
Kclala as on 31.3.1983,





