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SHRI P. K. THUNGON: The infor-
mation we received from the Uttar
Pradesh Government is that 5391 Urdu
Teachers have been appointed some
time ago.

SHRI VIRBHADRA SINGH: Even
though the Urdu speaking population
is very negligible in Himachal Pra-
desh, Himachal Pradesh has declared
Urdu as second language and it is
being taught in the State. But the
State is facing a great shortage of
Urdu teachers and many schools at
present are without Urdu Teachers. I
want to know whether there is any
scheme to assist the State Govern-
ment in the fraining of Urdu leachers
so that all the schools which have the
facilities for feaching Urdu will be in
a position to have Urdu Teachers,

SHRI P. K. THUNGON: There is a
scheme already existing.
'Ra.ilw'ay Lines in Orissa

*473. SHRI LAKSHMAN MALLICK:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS bhe
pleased to state:

(a) whetiier Government of Orissa
has requested his Ministry for the
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construction of some new railway lines
in Orissa on priority basis;

(b) if so, the names of Railway
so proposed; and

* (¢) the steps by Government for
the construction of those new rallway
lines in Orissa?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS AND IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF PARLIA-
MENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI MALLI-
KARJUN): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c). A statement is laid on
the Table of the House.

Statement

The Government of Orissa, in its
memorandum submitted to the Rail-
way Convention Tommitiee, requested
for construction of the following lines;:

(1) Dailari-Banspani  section of
Jakhapura-Banspani Project.

(ii} TalcHer-Sambalpur line.

(iii) Rayagada-Koraput line.
In addition, the State Government

also requested for taking up the fol-
lowing surveys:

(i) A line to connect Khurda Road-
Berhampur line on South with Bol-
langir-Rayagada line in the West,

(ii) Jeypore - Ambaguda-Kesinga
line,

(iti) Talcher-Bimiagarh line.

(iv) Gopalpur-Berbhampur line.

(.v) Jeypoere-Malkanagiri line.

The position in respect of these sug-
gestions is as under:—

(i) Jakhapura - Daitari - Banspani
is a composife new line project. In
phase I, section [rom Jakhapura to
Daitari has already been opened for
traffic. In the second phase, the pro-
gramme is to take up construction from
Daitari to Keonjargarh. Since, how-
ever, the Jakhapura-Daitari section,
which has aiready been opened to
traffic, is not being utilised by Orissa
Mining Corporation for the transporta-
tion of iron ore from Dazitari mines to
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Paradeep port, the 2nd phase pro-
gramme (Daitari to Keonjargarh) has
been témporarily frozen.

(ii) Sambalpur-Talcher Line:

Instructtons have been issued for
carrying out a fresh survey for a new
alignment avoiding the coal deposits
in Talcher area and also taking into
account the diverted {raffic {from
Northern ang Eastern parts of the
country via this voute to places South
of Bhubaneshwar. The survey is cur-
rently in progress. After the Projest
Report is recelved, it will be carefully
examined both with regard te the tech-
nical feasibility and economic viability.
The decision on constructic.a of new
railway lines is taken in consullation
with the Planning Comnission, dep-
ending on the awvailability of funds for
new lincs.

(iii) Koraput-Rayagada line;

This Js an approved Project and
work is being taken up in the field in
the section from Koraput to Mattala-
puttu in the first phase, a distance of
approx. 23 Kms.

{(iv) Surveys:

As regards new surveys requested
by Orissa State Government, u very
large number of :urveys are already
in hand and there is very little likeli-
hood of implementing all the projects
being currently surveved, due to acute
shortage of funds. Under the circums-
tances, it may be desirable to take up
only those surveys where there is a
possibility of implemeniing the pro-
jects in the near future.

SHRI TLAKSHMAN MALLICK: Sir,
Orissa State is lagging behind in the
Railway lines. The Government -of
Orissa has submitted a Memorandum
to the Railway Convention Committee
for the construction of new railway
lines in the Sfate. For the last so
many years, no <construction of new
railway lines has been taken up and
also no survey work has been done
for the construction of new railway
lines. Now that the Memorandum has

Oral Answers 16

already "been submitted by the Gov-
ernment of Orissa, may I know from
the hon. Minister when will the work
for the construction of new .railway
line 'be taken up? )

SHRI MALLIKARJUN: Various Gov-
ernments have submitted before the
Railway Convention Committee that
they are desirous of constructing new
railway lines. I.ikewise the Orissa
Government has also given a list of
lines to be constructed. This has been
given in the Statement also. Now, at
the moment, the vresent position is
that there are two approved lines. One
of them is from Jakhapura to Daitari
which hasg been completed and it has
been opened for traffic. In the com-
posite new line project of Jakhapura-
Daitari-Banspani, from Jakhapura to
Daitari has already been opened in the
interest of the transport of iron ore
to Paradip Port. But unfortunately
the Mining Corporation of Orissa has
not started lifting the iron ore. How-
ever, they wanted certain modifications
on the South-Eastern Railway section
and this is being attended to. Now,
recently, they have started the traffic
from Daitari to Jakhapura. After the
traffic picks up further, the question of
clearance of Phase-II wnrk will be
considered.

Another line
Koraput to

approved is from
Rayagada and this has
also been surveyed. There are two
alignments  One alignment which
has been accepted and the work on
Phase-I has also been cleared, This
line js from Rayagada to Machil-
lipuda. In the current financial year,
that is, 1982-83, omé crore rupees have
been allocated. In the case of
Sambalpur-Talcher line, again re-
appraisal of survey is going on, There
are certain other surveys also but due
to large number of surveys already in
progress and due to paucity of funds,
it is not possible make any commit-
ment at this stage.

DR. KRUPASINDHU BHOI: Sir,
know for exploifation of mineral re-
sources and mobilisation of iaternal
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resources, infrastructure is a must and
the hon. Minister has just now replied
that the Jakhapura Bamspani railway
line has been opened for traffic. But
the Orissa Mining Corporation is not
lifting the iron ore because proper
siding and other facilities are not pro-
vided there. In regard to the con-
struction of Sambalpur-Talcher line,
there is a document of the Planning
Commission. According to the docu-
ment of the Planning Commission the
National Transport Policy Committee
was appointed and it was headeg by
Mr, Pandey. The Committee had fix-
ed up various criferia for connecting
the missing links. One of the criteria
ig for emotional integration the lines
should be constructed in the country
and they have mentioned this Sam-
balpur-Talcher Line as a priority No.
1 in the list for constructing new rail-
way lines throughout the country. For
the construction of a new railway line
between Sambalpur and Talcher, a
survey work was done and again they
resurveyed the region because accord-
ing to the Techno-economic survey
experts, the yearly recovery rate will
be less than 10 per ceni. But the
hon. Minister will agree with me that
the three railway lines which have
been constructed in Orissa previously
are giving a return of 10 per cent and
it is giving a return of more than 50
per cent on an average for the State.
‘So, on the basis of the Techno-Econo-
mic survey will the lion, Minister give
a categorica] reply as to whether this
missing link which will not only help
integrate the coastal region of Orissa
with the western region of Orissa but
also open up interland traffic in the
Chattisgarh region be completed on
priority basis? This will go a nng way
in the exploitation of mineral re-
sources and also facilitate export of
goods through Paradeep port. I want
a categorial reply from the hon.
Minister.

SHRI MALLIKARJUN: It is frue
that the National Transport Policy
Commitiee has mentioned in its re-
port about ' this missing link of 157
kilometer and that it should be taken
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up for construction. So, in 1978-80, a
preliminary engineering-cum-survey
had been conducted. After examina-
tion of the proposal, it was Lnown
that the internal rate of refurn was
less than 1 per cent which was quite
unremunerative.  But because of the
repeated representations as also in the
first prelimingxy engineering-cum-sur-
vey report the alignment-passed
through Talche coalfield, a reapprai-
sal survey is going to be conducted
keeping Talcher coal-field in view and
we are waiting for the surveyv reporti.

SHRI CHINTAMANI JENA: Sir,
may I know from the Hon. Minister
whether the alignment for Talcher
ang Sambhalpur Railway line fall
in the mineral area? How was if as
certained? “Whether the re-survey
will be conducted in that area or Iin
a separate area? If in this area, may
I know when will the re-survey be
compieted?  Was there any time Li-
mit for it? And by what time will
it be completed?

My second question is about  the
conversion of Rupsa-Bangriposi nar-
row-gauge railway line into broad-
gauge line for which the techno eco-
nomic survey has been completed and
the report has been submitted. May
I know from the Hon. Minister what
is the result of this techno-economic
survey? Whether the survey l1as been
found it viable? If so, whether this
work will be taken up in the Sixth
Five-Year Plan or not?

SHRI MALLIKARJUN: Sir, so far
as the first quesfion is concerned, I
have already given the answer.

As regards the conversion of Rupsa-
Bangriposi raillway line, the report
is under examination. Afier examina-
tion, as I earlier informed the House,
subject the clearance from the Plan-
ning Commission, it will be faken up.

MR. SPEAKER: Next guestion.
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SHR] CHINTAMANI JENA: Sir, the
has not answered the first part cate-
gorically about when the Survey was
completed and whether it will be tak-
en up in the Sixth Five-Year Plan.
There should be gorotection, Sir. He
has not answered it categorically.
This is a sorry state of affairs,
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