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Expansion of Medical facilities in 
Delhi Hospitals

* 258. SHRI H. K. L. BHAGAT: Will 
the Minister of HEALTH AND FA-
MILY' WELFARE be pleased to lay a 
statement showing;

(a) whether Government have any 
pian for expansion of medical facilities

in the Hospitals of Delhi run l:y the 
Central Government, Delhi Adminis-
tration and Local Bodies; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND 
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI B. SHAN-
KARANAND): (a) and (b). Yes, Sir. 

Two 500 bedded hospitals, one each at 
Shahdara and Harinagar are under 
construction. Besides, three 100 bedded 
hospitals, one each at Mangolpuri, 
Khichripur and Jaffarpur are to be 
established during the Sixth Plan. 
These five hospitals have been planned 
to provide medical care to the peri-
pheral areas oI Delhi. Reinforcement 

medical facilities in existing hospitals 
is undertaken as necessary.

SHRI H. K. L. BHAGAT; Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I would request you to 
go through my question and the answer 
given by the hon. Minister. The hon. 
Minister is a very capable man and 
that is why I am making my grievance. 
My question is—whether Government 
have any plan for expansion of medi-
cal facilities in the hospitals of Delhi 
run by the Central Government, Delhi 
Administration and Local Bodies.
There are important hospitals at Delhi 
like the All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences, Pant Hospital, Dr. Ram

Manohar Lohia Hospital, J. P. hospital 
and so many others. The question 
hour provides us an opportunity to 
know about various things and also an 
oppurtunity to the Government to pro-
ject, its activities. I am very sure 
that the Government has plans to im-
prove medical facilities in all 'these 
hospitals and hospitals like Hindu Rao 

hospital and the Shahdara hospital. I 
am grateful to the hon. Minister that 
he has indicated about the hospitals 
being established in the Sixth Plan.

But my question is very very precise 
and definite. I will be grateful if the 
hon. Minister could give information 

at least in respect of some of *he major 
hospitals about the expansion of medi-
cal facilities, lik© additional beds, 
equipment etc. If he has information, 
let him give it, otherwise the question 
may be postponed.

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND; I have 
the information with me. As far as 
Safdurjung hospital is concerned, we 
are aiming to provide the following 
facilities:

(i) Construction of nurses hostel,

(ii) Construction of out-patient de-
partment in two phases.

(iii) Construction cf operation thea-
tre, adjacent to the casuality,

(iv) Construction of operation thea-
tre exclusively for orthopaedic patients,

(v) Construction of operation thea-
tre for maternity and gynae.

(vi) Establishment of rehabilitation 
centre including construction of the 
building,

(vii) Development of super-speciali-
ties in the bruns department.

We are also providing additional 
staff necessary for this expansion.

Then, for Dr. R. M. L. hospital, a 
provision of Rs. 330 lakhs has been 
made in the 6th Plan for the expansion. 
Out of this amount, Rs. 69.70 lakhs is 
meant for staff, machinery and equip-
ment, while Rs. 260.30 lakhs has been 

kept for construction work under the 
capital head. The capital works of 
the hospital include new construction 
or alterations of buildings of emer-
gency, laundry b ock operation 
theatres, nursing home, staff quar-
ters etc.
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SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: I am
giving this because the hon. Member 
wanted me to answer his question in 
detail. We are developing all the 
Delhi hospitals for the needy pa-
tients.

SHRI H. K. L. BHAGAT: Delhi
puffers in various ways because of 
the multiplicity o f authorities and 
agencies. These hospitals are one ex-
ample. I want to know if there is any 
agency or machinery for coordina-
tion among the various hospitals 
run by the Central Government. 
Delhi Administration and the local 
bodies in the use of equipment me-
dical facilities, expertise and so on. 
Does any such arrangement exist? 
If not, will the Government consi-
der making some such arrangement?

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND': Sir,
there is a Hospital Board for th-3 
management of the Delhi Hospitals. 
The Board has gone into these ques-
tions and has submitted the recom-
mendations and they are under the 
consideration of the Government.

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: Sir,
the Hon. Minister has just spoken of 
what he is going to do for Delhi Hos-
pitals. But I wou.d like the Hon. 
Minister first of all to visit all the 
hospital5 existing in Delhi. There he 
will find that 90 per cent of the hospi-
tals are in a very very bad condition, 
I had mentioned this previously also 
under Rule 377 that some of the 
equipment, which have been obtain-
ed from foreign countries, still lie 
unused and they have practically 
ruste.1. Secondly, the sanitary con-
dition in some of the hospitals is 
horrible.

So, I would like to ask first of all, 
when will the Minister visit these 
hospitals and secondly what is-h e 
•going t° do to see that the hospitals

are basically clean first? The treat-
ment part comes second.

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: 
Sir, the House is aware about the in-
crease in population in Delhi in the 
last decade. A Part from that every 
patient is accompanied by, if not a 
dozen at least half a dozen mem-
bers attending on the patient. All 
these people go to the hospitals. But 
I d-o not want to say that we are not 
co3iccrned with the cleanliness 
the hospitals. But I do not agree with 
the Hon. Member what he has said. 
He presumed that I have not visi-
ted the hospitals. He presumes that 
my colleague Kumari Kumud Joshi 
has not visited the hospitals. We have 
taken care to see that hospitals are 
clean; and wherever there are diffi-
culties, we have tried to solve them.

SHRi JAGDISH TYTLER: Sir, the
hon. Minister muS[ have visited 
hospitals run by the Central Govern-
ment But my question * pertains to 
hospitals run by ;oral bodies. So, jf 
he visits some of the hospitals run by 
the Delhi Corporation and Delhi Ad-
ministration. he is bound to dismiss 
all the heads of those hospitals.

MR. SPEAKER: I support Shri
Tytler that you must have surprise 
visits.

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: Sir,
I have paid surprise visits to the 
hospitals.

MR. SPEAKER: Then take me
along with you.

SHRI SATISII AGARWAL: You
don't ask him. He will get you ad-
mitted in the hospital.

SHRI ATAL BIHAR I VAJPAYEE: 
Sir, he has been a patient of All India 
Medical Institute and he knows that 
the Institute is not being run properly. 
But I am not referring to that side.

Sir, unless we develop a concept ot 
neighbourhood hospital, patients (*oing 
to the hospital...
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MR. SPEAKER: Why don’t we
think about Ayurvedic and Homoeo-
pathic hospitals also?

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
I am very much interested in Ayur-
vedic, but you don’t allow me to put 
a supplementary.

MR. SPEAKER: I have already
allowed you, Sir. I was just putting 
this thing to you.

SHRi ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE: 
What is happening in Delhi is that the 
patients go from hospital to hospital. 
They destroy the record or discard 
the record of their previous examina. 
tion done in some different hospital 
and kedp on visiting all hospitals 
creating problems. That leads to 
overcrowding and patients do not get 
treatment that they desire to have. 
Therefore, Sir, I would like to know 
whether the Government will consider 
the proposal that the patients should 
be attached to their neighbourhood 
hospital and that they should be asked - 
to go to that hospital first. On a pre-
vious occasion the Hon. Minister had 
given an assurance that he will consi-
der the question of making the All 
India Institute of Medicial Sciences a 
referal institute. Even that has not 
been adopted. So, how can you reduce 
overcrowding in hospitals, unless you 
insist that in every area, pat'ents 
shouM visit their hospital first, and 
then only on a reference, they should 
be allowed to 30 to a bigger hospital 
or a well-equipped hospital?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: He 
may be given incentive to go to these 
hospitals.

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: Sir,
if the Hon. Member had seen my reply 
to this question, he would have ap-
preciated that. The very fact that we 
have been establishing five hospitals 
that are being constructed in the 
periphery of Delhi, they are ?oing to 
reduce the pressure of patients that 
is existing in the hospitals. And

for the benefit of the hon. Mem-
ber, I would say that the All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences is a ref-
erral hospital; but, unfortunately, 
because of pressure of general pati-
ents, it is also looking to the care of 
general patients.

MR. SPEAKER: The Question
Hour js over.
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