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The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of 
the Clock.

*[Mr. Speaker in the Chair]

DEAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

Seminar on Adult Education 
+ .

•166. SHRI MOHAN LAL PATEL: 
SHRI NAVIN RAVANI;

Will the Minister of .EDUCATION 
be pleased t° state;

(a) whether a Seminar was or-
ganised by the International Council 
for Adult Education recently;

(b) if so, the names of the coun-
tries which took part in the Seminar;

(c) the suggestions made for Adult 
Education Programme; and

(d) steps taken by Government in
that regard? .

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTERIES OF EDUCATION 
AND CULTURE AND SOCIAL WEL-
FARE (SHRIMATI SHEILA KAXJL):
(a) Yes, Sir. The German Founda-
tion for International Development, 
Bonm; the International Council for 
Adult Education, Toronto and the 
Seva Mandir, Udaipur, three inter-
nationally known voluntary bodies
working in the field of Adult Educa-
tion, jointly organised an Inter-
national Seminar on “Campaigning 
for Literacy” at Udaipur from 4-11 
January, 1982.
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(b) Burma, Bangladesh, Botswana,
Cuba, Ethiopia, Federal Republic of 
Germany, India, Iraq, .Kenya, Nigeria, 
Nicaragua, Somali, Sierra Leone, 
Sudan, Tanzania, Thailand, Vietnam 
and Zambia. -

(c) The Government of India has 
not so far received any report from  
the organisers of the Seminar.

(d) Does not arise.

SHRI MOHAN LAL PATEL: The
number of uneducated is increasing

* every year. In 1951 the number of 
uneducated above 10 years was 20.65 
crores. In 1961 it came to 21.53 crores. 
In 1971 it came to 24.56 crore, while 
in 1981 it became more than 30 crores. 
In this way, it is increasing every 
year. Naturally when new genera-
tions remain uneducated, the number 
o f uneducated adults is increasing. 
According to our programme, only 10 
lakh people are becoming educated 
every year. The Directive Principles 
provide for free and compulsory pri-
mary education. In view of this, I 
would like to ask a specific question. 
Whether the Government have any 
concrete programme or plfln to  give 
education t0 all the adults in the 
country; if so details thereof? Is 
the Government thinking o f enforc-
ing compulsory primary education; if  
so, from  when?

SHRIMATI SHI EL A KAUL: The
hon. Member has enquired about the
adult education programme. The
adult education forms part of the
minimum needs prgoramme for which 
Rs. 128 crores—Rs. 60 crores under 
the Central Plan and Rs. 68 crores 
under the State Plan—have been 
earmarked in the Sixth Five Year 
Plan. There is a programme by the 
Government for eradication o f adult
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illiteracy in the age group of 15 to 35 
years. v

Regarding enforcement o f compul-
sory primary education, the Govern-

ment has in its programme umver- 
salisation of elementary education 
right from the very beginning till the 
age of 14 years.

SHRI MOHAN LAL PATEL; Has 
any complaint been received by the 
Ministry regarding non-attendance of 
adult education centres by adults and 
utilisation o f grants?—Nevertheless 
i f  so, what is the number of Such 
centres and the amount of grants 
•drawn by them?

SHRIMATI SHEILA KAUL; I 
would be able to furnish the informa-
tion if the hon. Member mentions any 
particular centre. There are over one , 
lakh centres and drop-outs are -there 
in a number of centres. So, it is not 
very easy to give the number where 
■drop-outs are there.

SHRI NAVlN RAVANI; I would 
like to know from the hon. Minister 
whether it is a fact that extreme 
poverty of the people is the main hind-
rance in making the adult education 
programme a success. in view of this, 
will the Government think of adding 
vocational training in this adult edu-
cation scheme, if so, details thereof?

. It ,is a- fact that 70 per cent of the 
world illiterate p^ople belong to H 
developing countries. Our eoun1*ry is 
one o f them. If that is a fact, what 
■was the suggestion given by our hon. 
Minister to the Adult Education 
Seminar? In what way and to what 
extent does the International Adult 
Education Council hejp us in imple-
menting the adult! education 
scheme? How much Government 
funds have been utilised by voluntary 
agencies .on this scheme in the last 
five years? Was there any complaint 
^regarding >mis-utilisatioh of funds in 
Gujarat? If so, has th« Government 
enquired into the matter or not?

SHRIMATI .SHEILA KAUL; In 
’Gujarat there are '111 centres that

are functioning. Earlier there were 
reports of a general nature and some 
screening took place. After that, this 
programme o f adult education was 
stopped for some time. It has again 
been introduced. Voluntary agencies 
are welcome to ask for this pro-
gramme provided they are sponsored 
by the respective State Governments.

SHRI NAVIN RAVANI: My ques-
tion has not been answered. My 
specific question was: How much
fund has been utilised in Gujarat 
through voluntary agencies? Were 
there any complaints about utilisation 
of funds? If so, whether the Govern-
ment has enquired into the matter or 
not. What was the suggestion given 
by the hon. Minister to the Adult 
Education Seminar? '

SHRIMATI SHEILA KAUL; The 
Seminar that wag arranged in Udai-
pur was attended by me as a guest.
I have explained to them how the 
Government of India is interested in 
adult education and how tMa pro-
gramme should be carried out by 
different voluntary agencies ga well.  
While the Government is carrying out 
some programme, we would like the 
voluntary agencies also t° take part 
in it. This was my suggestion,

a

As to how much money has been 
spent right from the beginning, j  
would only be too glad to give the 
information provided notice is given.

SHRI NAVIN RAVANI; My 
specific question about vocational 
training has not been answered.

. SHRIMATI SHEILA KAUL: They
are going on all over India, not only 
in Gujarat; I require specific notice 
for giving information, ;
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