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eratic, alow mnn)' but in an e:pe-
ditious manner because we depened so
much upon these people for gaining
the revenues for the  State and’ also
seeing to it that the tax-payers are
not harassed in any way?

MR. SPEAKER: What about the
Tural people?

SHRI SAWAI SINGH SISODIA:
Sir, the hon. Member is a senior
Member of the House and whatever
he has suggested will be taken into
account

‘Walk through system at international
rirports

*359, SHRI JANARDHANA POO-
JARY: Will the Minister of FINANCE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have in-
troduced “Walk Through Syjem” at
at the Country’s international air-
ports; and

(b) if so, what Isteps Government
propoge to take to check smuggling?

THE ‘MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE
(SHRI' SAWAI SINGH SISODIA):
(a) “Walk Through System" has been
introduced in the Green Channel for
the speedy clearance of tourists and
passengers who have no dutiable goods
or who have nothing to declare to
the customs.

(b) With a view to preventing the
abuse of the zrstem and to checking
smuggling there will be a selective
percentage check of the passengers.
Other measures, such as closer super-
vision, better intelligence and sur-
veillance arrangements have also
been adopted.

SHRI JANARDHANA POOQOJARY:
Sir, may I know from the hon, Minis-
ter the steps taken to strengthen the
Department’s machinery after the
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introduction of this ¢ ‘Walk
System” at the internatioial -
It s0, what are the deuils thereof?

SHRI SAWAI SINGH SISODIA: I
have just now  read the precautions
which ' the Department proposes - to
take and the details have also been
given.

SHRI JANARDHANA POOQOJARY:
What steps have been taken to up-
date the facilities at the air port and
may I also know....

MR, SPEAKER: That does not flow
from this questlon

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY:
Has the Government acceptéd the re-
commendationg of the Committee ap-
pointed in 1973 regarding the airport
facilities?

SHRI SAWAI SINGH SISODIA
There was no Committee appointed
in 1973. A Committee wag appointed
in 1978 and all the recommendations
of the Committee have been taken
care of.
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE
(SHR! KHURSHEED ALAM KHAN):
(a) Yes, Sir.
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(b) The main itemg discussed were
raising the production of tea to 1,400
M, Kgs. by 2000 A.D., arrangements
for raising finance for the investment
requirements of the tea industry, taxa-
tion on tea industry by the State and
Central Governments; prevention of
strikes and go slows at ports and
warehouses which are affecting tea
exporis, and making available ade-
quate land for extension of tea culti-
vation in both traditional and noa-
traditional areas.
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SHRI KHURSHEED ALAM KHAN:
The question is about the recommen-

dations of the seminar. The seminar

has made the recommendation that
the area should also be extended and
this matter will be taken into consi-
deration.
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SHRI KHURSHEED ALAM KHAN:
There is no general policy for natio-
nalisation of tea industry,

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL-
DER: What were the suggestions
made by the seminar regarding the
improvement of the quality and what
steps is the Government going to take
so far as gick tea gardens are con-
cerned?

SHRI KHURSHEED ALAM KHAN:
The discussions in this seminar weve
particularly confined to the improve-
ment of industry extension of produc-
tion and to add more areas for
production. Improvement in the qua-
lity of tea and production were also
considered during the discussion in
the seminar, (Interruptions) We
will take necessary steps on receipt
of the recommendations of the semi-
ner formally. We will certainly give
due consideration to them.
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SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL-~
DER: What about the sick tea gar-
dens?

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA:
Tea is facing an over supply situation.
It is, therefore, necessary for the tea
producing and exporting nations to
come to an understanding as to how
the excess supply could be controlled
and curtailed. Discussions have been
going on in this regard under the aus-
pices of FAO and UNCTAD and .in
regard to the supply management pro-
cedure which could be brought in.
Were gimilar discussiong held in the
International Tea Seminar at Cal-
cutta? What was the progress achiev.
ed fowardg understanding and forg-
ing a united organisation of tea pro-
ducing countries to enforce supply
management and quota restrictions so
as to eansure remunerative price for
the tea exporting industries,

THE MINISTER OF CQOMMERCE
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERJEE): The hon.
Member hag put two questions..

How are we going to reduce the
price of tea so that it becomes com-
petitive in the intemnational merket?
What measures are we going to take
to have some sort of wunderstanding
among the producing countries?

In reply to the seconq part of the
question I may state that the hoa.
Member is well aware of the action
initiated by us. Some meetings have
taken place under UNCTAD formula-
tion and it may be possible for us to
have some sort of an arrangement
among the various producing coun-
tries. 1 would not like to mention the
names of the countries, for obvious
reasons, which have some reservation,.
but we are trying to persuade them.

In regard to the price mechanism, I
may state, I am afraid the distortions
in the fiscal measures resorted 1o by
some of the State Governments where
tea is being produced, for instance re-
cently a levy was imposed -5y the
Bengal Government on the sale of ex~
tea garden cell are creating a prablem
for ys and making our tea costlier.

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL-
DER: What about the price increase
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of steel and coal? You are talking of
tea in West Bengal. '

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: *qu
are not drinking steel or coal put you
are drinking tea.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY: In
the international seminar that took
place you discussed certain obstruc-
tions that you are facing in the matter
of production. You discussed certain
obstructions you are facing in the
matter of extension. What are the
obstructions and hinderances you are
facing? How are you going to alle-
viate them?

SHRI KHURSHEED ALAM ¥KHAN:
The main obstructions were the topic
of the seminar. Seminar discussed the
difficulties experienced at the port at
Calcutta and the Warehouses located
in that area. The difficulty is that due
to this uncertainty some of the huyers
feel that it will not be possible for the
Indian suppliers to keep up their com-
mitment of suppiies and, therefore, we
fear that if things continue in this
{ashion, they might divert their buy-
ing to some other countries,

SHRI AMAR ROY PRADHAN: Se-
rious threat is not from taxatinon but
seriousness of the threat to the tea
gardens is from the natural calamily
and flnance. I would like to know
Irom the hon. Minister what steps
have been taken to save the plantations
from natural calamities, particularly
from drought. Is the Government set-
ting up a separate Finance Corporation
for tea? What are the special steps
that have been taken to extend tea cul-
tivation, particularly in the Darjelling
area because it is the best tea in the
world market?

SHRI KHURSHEED ALAM KHAN:
‘There is no proposal for a separate tea
<orporation or finance corporation. Re-
cently a decision has been taken that
the Committee appointed by the Ra-
serve Bank will look into all aspects
of the tea industry including the fin-
ances.
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So far as. natural calamities are
concerned, I think we can betler pray
to God so that there should be no natu-
ral calamity.

Philippines Inferest in Setting ..up
Joint Ventures

*363. SHRI CHINTAMANI PANI-
GRAHI: Will the Minister of COM-
MERCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Philippines has shown
interest on setting up joint ventures
for manufacture of engineering pro-
ducts; and

(b) if so, what are the details there-
of and Government’s reaction on it?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERJEE): (a) and
(b). A statement is laid on the Table
of the House.

Statement

No firm proposals have been re-
ceived recently to set up Joint Ven-
tures in Philippines. However. a
Study-Cum Trade delegation spon-
sored by the Government of Philip-
pineg visited India during October-
November, 1980. This delegalion sho-
wed interest in setting up Joint Ven-
tures in collaboration with Indian
parties in Philippines in areas such
as Diesel engine for small fishing
boats, handmade papers, umbrella,
lapidary and jewellery, leather, hand-
tools, bicycles, foundry for small
metal parts. electronic components
and medical equipments, cfice-equip-
ment and textile mill. Philippines is
also negotiating for setting up Joint
Venture in cultivation of cashewnut.
The report of the Philippines dele-
gation is yet to he received by the
Government of India,

SHRI CHINTAMANI PANIGRAHI;
I would like to know from the hon,
Minister if the exploratory talks have
been started. What wijl be the iofal
investment in the joint  ventures?
What will be our share and what will
be the ghare of the Phillippines?





