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pe llt'tisation - plant but tbe evaluation 
part. Iron ore is now pilillJ UP. 

8HRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: I 
have already mentioned that we have 
invited tenders ana the last date is 
15th of Decemoer. After that we will 
be in a position to do that. 

Fan iii! ~ price of Marine Products 

*280. SHRI K. B. CHOUDHARI: 
Will the Minister of COMMERCE be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware 
of the steep fall in the price of marine 
produce in the last year; 

(b). whether Government have taken 
steps to counter this downward trend 
in prices, which will ruin the small 
fishing operator; 

(C) whether Government have pro-
po#)ed some measures of relief to the 
fishing traw ler owners and small 
operators so that they can sustain 
themselves during this depression; and 

(d) if not, what Government propose 
to dO in the case of the fishing indus-
try; since reliefs are usually given to 
other industries like tea, jute etc.? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE & 
STEEL AND MINES (SHRI PRANAB 
MUKHERJEE): (a) to (d). There was 
no fall in prices of marine products 
during the last year. However, there 
have been fluctuations in 'llle inter-
national prices for shrimps during the 
current financial year. The small fish-
ing operators are getting other varie-
ties of fish besides prawn. According 
1.0 the information received from the 
Ministry of Agriculture the local prices 
oi fish haVe registe;ed an upward 
1rend. Cash compensatory support and 
import replenishment are already 
available to certain exportable marine 
products other than shrimp. 

SHRI K. B. CHOUDHARI: Sir, there 
was no fall in the price of fish in 
gerleral, but tbe fall in price is in 
:respect of prawn. What measures the 

Government have taken in tbia-
respect? 

sHRI PRANAS MUKHERJEE: I 
have already explained the position 
that so far as the exPOrt compensation 
is concerned, I had eXplained that theY 
are already entitled to have it and it 
is not as if in one item the price 
falls, sometimes they make aood in 
other items. So far as fisheries are 
concerned, it is the Agriculture Min-
istry whicli is the administrative Min-
istry that is concerned. I am concern-
ed only with the exports. They have 
indicated that there is an upward 
trend, there is no downward trend. 

SHItl K. B. CHOtrDttAlU: I WQuld. 
IUw to Im9W whether the fIIIlaU L.o~t 
0W1l&PS have ~n iiven re~t. 

. paIU P~ANAB. MUKHERJEE: TJUs 
q'!,lePtion is tP p~ answere4 by the 
Agricijlturt! Ministry. 1 am not com-
petent to answer. 
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THE MINISTER OF. COMME,RCE,. 
STEEL AND MINES (SHRI PRANAB 
MUKHERJEE): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) A Study Group, which included 
officials of certain State Governments,. 




