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going through the World Bank report and
others which he could have easily got by
just turning the pages of the ECONOMIC
SURVEY....

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA : It is not there,.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : What
are you talking ? If you have just asked me
the question, I would have given you those

figures.

All these out standings and loans are
there—in the Appendix, if you kindly look
into it.

SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY : 15

minutes are over,

MR. SPEAKER : Next question— Mr.
Mohd, Asrar Ahmad... Then Mr. Zainul
Basher,
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY (SHRI
NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR): (a) to (d)
A statement is Jaid on the Table of the

House.
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Statement

(a) and (b) The change in the prices of
yarn used in the production of janata fabrics
is constantly being mcnitored. The percen-
tage of increase in the prices of yarn since
July 1981 works out to between 129 and

18°/ in different counts.

(c) The State Government have been
requested to pool the hank yarn produced
by mills belonging to the National Textile
Corporation, State Textile Corporation and
Cooperative Spinning Mills for captive use by
the Cooperative Societies and Corporations.
Besides, at times of crisis Government have
been arrangine, through negotiations, for the
supply of yarn at concessional rates to the
handloom industry particularly for meeting
the necds of janata producton.

(d) Change in the prices and subsidy of
janata cloth based on cost of inputs is
already inbuilt into the system. This is
intended to ensure reasonable prices to the
weavers,
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ge9H & WfRg & SURT F9aIFT A1 §
FSIYH FIAT AR ¢ !

SHRI NJHAR RANJAN LASKAR : I
bave already stated in my main statement.
Itis a fact that on account of price rise of
cotton yarn the maximum consumer price
of Janata cloth was increased by 209 in
1977 and also thereafter again in 1981 this
was further iucreased.
fact that no increase has been done on this
janata cloth.

We are i.e, the Govt is responsive to
the situation and I can assure my friend that
the whole thing is under consideration and
we are looking into it. But this entire
subsidy question has also to be seen in the
light of overall our resources, That also
should be borne in mind.
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SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR :
This janata cloth scheme did not include
shirtings and long cloth till the announce-
ment of the textile policy in April 1981,
The inclusion of shirtings 1s now under con-
sideration. The inclusion of certain other
items in the hill areas, especially in the
North-Eastern areas, also some woollen items
and Maklachadar which is prevalent in thosc
areas, is under consideration and we are try-
ing 10 include them also.
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SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR :
Sir, the Government is fully seized of this
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After that, itis a-
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problem and, rightly, I think, my hon, friend
has said it. We are taking steps to see
that this is available to the weavers at the

cost price and also regularly. And then,
the Corporation itself is given this
chance.

sl FAGIE AT . AEAEF HEIAA,

ST AT AT gTAW H JATT gdv 2
A ot fasw F FAC FTOAFT 2, IAH
w qfFaidr gara Frfeew &1 AT |
TAF A12 A7T HgH A AqleHE T
ATAT & | ATTHR AFT 59" g fw
FET AT FT ETAR 97 JATT &1 SATAT
g a1 ¥ TYAT QT-EAATAT @IET AT
qfexsr &1 F1dT g, FafF @AIHAT fam |

Fare ;1dr g AT Er w0 gfemwdr &
Srar 2 1 2= &1 frarag 3 F aw;m

gzaw &1 7 Aferst #q &1 A1 8
9T qgA7 @ara ag 2 oga Framw
i ¥wgdl & AW OFT FA@A U
wrfezn agr wifze, 1 af agdr 2,
AT 91 F1AT £ 7 gAY §TAN &1 uAdrHT
F g¥tae saar qfeadr famdr =ifao,
gz #471 AZt fgaAr 2 7 T F|0 aar
F1 FATE AFAIT FAT ST FIE-AF 7

f'ﬁ,d‘ﬁc}/’u:' -;/Ua’ai-g/aq/;u/
"‘"--""O"U’ £ Gbg/(/fo.«’};z-&f o~
2 W”/f"/’”ﬂ-”f-—w *E:E-Of‘b-”“"'/lf’
ke B e i
-Juzfz’ébcfa‘_;}/w(;/}tj;/” ":".J—zf_‘:-
aﬁj 2 &ébj)&y&#:)p)ii&/,&f/jxj
2 _.;(?;9{4&3’44’4”3?{ 2L VTS 190
cﬁ"}g@)/ﬁz;é _;/A%,;/V,d"/
*ﬁ‘-’“’w"”’@a”ﬂf/‘ﬂ d;"ts"/v*/"

Ui



17 Oral Answers

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
1 think I have already said that the whole
thing is under examination and we are look-
ing into it to see whether it my be possible
So, I think, there is some constraint and the
4 vhole matter is under consideration.

SHRI M M. LAWRENCE : Sir, due to
the high price, lakhs and lakhs of rupees
worth of handloom fabrics, handloom dho-
ties etc, are accumulating in the stores of the
cooperative socicties in Kerala State  And
thousands and thousands of workers are
unemployed due to the non-avaibllity of the
varn as well as the high cost of yarn,  So
many times on behalf of the handloom
workers of Kerala as well as on behalf of
Government itself, a request was made to
the Government of India to give this yarn
at the reduc=d price and more and more
availability of the same may be done so as
to ameliorate the conditions of the handloom
weavers, to give them employment as also to
dispose of their stocks which they have in
their hands. What do the Government
propose to do in this regard as soon as
possible ?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR :
Sir, Government have no report about any
crisis being faced by the Kerala Handloom
industry as a whole. This report is not
with us

However, Sir, the Government have taken a
number of measures to improve the lot of the
weavers and to stimulate the handloom
industry in general. These schemes include
share capital assistance to the primary hand-
loom cooperative societies and State Socie-
ties. These schemes are applicable to all
State including the State of Kerala, During
the years 1980-81, 1981-82 and 1982-83, the
apex society has been given the share capital
assistance to the extent of Rs 700 lakhs
each year which has been matched by an
equal amount by the State Governments for
promoting the sales of handloom cloth at
the reduced rate of 20%/ on the retail salcs
for the handloom production from coopera-
tive and corporate sectors. These are all
measures which we have taken.

Growth Rate for Current Financial Year

*185. SHRI UTTAM RATHOD : Will
the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to
state :
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(a) what is the growth rate targetted
for the current financial year;

(b) whethere that rate js likely to be
achieved; and

(¢) if not. the reasons for thc same ?

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE
(SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE) : (a) to (c)
A statement is laid on the Table of the
House.

Statement

(a) to (c) No target of growth rate of
Gross National Product was fixed for the
current financial year. The Sixth Five Year
Plan 1980-85 contemplated an annual average
growth rate of 52 per cent over the Plan
period. It is estimated that the growth
rate of GNP in real terms would be 6 to 7
per cent in the current year. With this,
the average annual growth rate in the first
four years of the Sixth Plan would come to
about 5.4 per cent.

SHRI UTTAM RATHOD :1 would
like to know how our growth raie of GNP
compares with other developing countries.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : |
would require notice for that, But the
average of some of the developing countries
comes to 6 to 7 per cent. But if he wants to
know of any particular developing country,
I would require notice for that.
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