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Production of Soda Ash

*541. SHRI SUSHIL BHATTA-
CHARYA : Will the Minister of
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be
pleased to state :

(a) thc present anuual demand of
soda ash in the country ; and

(b) wh:ther the domestic pro-
duction of soda ash is now sufficient
to meet the country’s demand ?

THE MINISTER OF CHEMI-
CALS AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI
VASANT SATHE) : (a) and (b) Based
on the reported capacity utilisation of
1029 with a production of 7.11 lakh
tonnes by the Soda Ash producing
units during the period April to
February, 1984, the total indigenous
production in 1983-84 is expected to
match the c¢stimated demand of 7.90
lakh tonnes.

Setting up of a Caupstic Soda
Plant in Andhra Pradesh

*542. SHRI A.R. MALLU : Will
the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fuct that Govern-
ment have approved a proposal to sct
up a caustic soda plant in Andhra,
Pradesh with the collaboration of a
leading Japuncse firm ;

(b) if so, the details of the terms
and conditions thereof ;

(c) the time when it is likely to
be set up ; and

(d) the estimated cost, production
capacity and proposcd location of this
plant ?

THE MINISTER OF CHEMI-
CALS AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI
VASANT SATHE) : (a) to (d) Yes, Sir.
Government have granted a Letter of
Intent to M/s. Andhra Pradesh
Industrial Development Corporation
Limitcd (APIDC), a State Government
Undertaking for setting up of a New
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Undertaking in Distt.  Srikakulam
in the State of Andhra Pradesh
for the manufacture of 33,000 Tonnes
Per Annum of Caustic Soda in
technicel collaboration with M/s. Asahi
Chemical Industries Company, Japan.
The collaboration which envisages
obtaining of thc necessary know-how
from Japanese company of a lump-sum
fee of 309.375 million Japanese Yen,
subject to taxes, has also been approv-
ed by the Government.

As per available inform .tion, the
estimated cost of the project is Rs.
35.85 crores and it is expected to be
commissioned by November, 1986,
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