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wooden sleepers and then when the
track is fit for transportation, it will
materialise. I am not aware of what
opposition there is in Bangladesh.

Impending Influenza epidemic in India

*47. SHRI DHARAM BIR SINHA:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to
state: ’

(a) whether Government are aware
of the menace of the impending great
influenza epidemic, as predicted by
scientists of the World Health Orga-
nisation;

(b) if so, whether the country is fully
equipped to combat the virus disease;
and

(c) the measures proposed by Gov-
ernment to meet such a serious situa-
tion?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH & FAMILY
WELFARE (SHRI NIHAR RANJAN
LASKAR): (a) to (c). A statement is
laid on the table of the Sabha.

Statement

Government have seen the Article
entitled “The World on Flu Watch”
published in the November 1980 issue
of the World Health Organisation
(W.H.O.) magazine “World Health”,
where the focus is on the global moni-
toring arrangements made by the
W.H.O. so as to reinforce world wide
preparedness to combat any pandemic
influenza outbreak. The Article, which
is by a Medical Journalist, speaks
speculatively of the possibility of an
influenza pandemic to underline the
importance of W.H.O.’s early warning
systems, but there is no scientific evi-
dence to support the conjecture.

As the Article itself statks, the cur-
rent influenza strains, which are cir-
culating in India as in the rest of the
World, have lost their lethal power in
view of the immunity acquired by the
Population. Our health system is orga-
nised to cope with any isolated out-
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breaks produced by these exhausted
strains. India is actively participating
in W.H.O.’s global monitoring effort to
combat any new influenza pandemic
should one occur through four National
Monitoring Centres. This number will
be increased as necessary through the

Indian Council of Medical Research,
which is the focal organisation co-
ordinating the monitoring activities

and liaissing with the W.H.O,

SHRI DHARAM BIR SINHA: I am
glad that the statement says:

“India is actively participating in
W.H.O.'s global monitoring effort to
combat any new influenza pandemic”

I understand also that the Community
Service under that Ministry has pre-
pared a list of priority groups who
would be protected against the possible
influenza pandemic. In the list of
priority groups, I do not find the
members of the Cabinet included. I
do not want all Cabinet Ministers to
be laid in bed together all at one time.
Will the Minister consider including
the members of the Cabinet in the list
of priority groups?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI B. SHAN-
KARANAND): The hon. Member is
referring particularly to the members
of the Cabinet. I do not know why
he has forgotten the Opposition leaders
because the present position is not
actually the danger of influenza as
such but political influenza.

W afawt dvad : qeret qEEy,
FE W TdEfaw o7 @ & @Y s
§ S qFE TET A F Fh oy
g 8, @ @ gm Am  faw e
TR faw & foaed agd &
avn FY 37 qhEfad ¥ a9 g § )

TR w2 % qgwm Afaw gart am
¥ T W qgT FA | I g
& foag w7 @t & W § Py e w
¥ HAT 91X gy W@ 9.7 g6y WT
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9T &Y # TF TAEGT  FTH F W
T e AT & o ?

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: The
hon. Member should know that influ-
enza is no sympathiser either of the
rich or of the poor; it does not make
any such distinction. ... (Interrup-
tions)

qywat wfasrdead © TEa AR
¥ Ages g @ g wifE TRy
afzfea w2z @ faq qar } &t
T AW H<BT G @IT § W 39
w10 A A maw g § )

I had influenza but I survived.

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: The
hon. Member should know that influ-
enza is a communicable disease, and
naturally every human-being, whoever
comes into the zone of communication
is affected. It has hardly any relev-
ance to nutrition.

MR. SPEAKER: You can say that
she ‘ought to know’; you cannot say
that she ‘should know’.
{Interruptions).

! fara wee &g W) S A foe
T ¥ T @ #1 fam @
maE A+ fawr § ag T qw @ @
fr gk fagre sk Sdan el ¥ s
T w8 {5 2,000 § 39X &y
¥zd @1 g, orfea aveafagan G 78
g, safea & Sy wvgan g, fF S
I 9gTSt & q9 Oy aGT AW F Forg
THNT & wfafad gafmar mis 9
Wt @ famifat § sadr Uwaim
& faq wr awyfea Frdangdr g e )
a1 T G ¥ g 7O § qUq * 7 I
fear st ?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
This particular question is regarding
the article published in a WHO maga-
zine which does say that there is a
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possibility of an influenza pandemic in
the world. This is just a conjecture. It
may come.to be true or may not. But
we are fully prepared to advise the
people if it happens to come any day.

SHRI SATYASADHAN CHAKRA-
BORTY: The specific question is, what
are the measures the Government has
already adopted or contemplate to
adopt. Maybe, it is a ‘conjecture; we
know that. But when it happens, are
You, since you are forewarned, fore-
armed?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR: It
cannot be fully immunised against.
But we are fully prepared to advise
our population if it happens to come
to India. There is no such indication
uptill now.

MR. SPEAKER: Next question.—
Shri S. M. Krishna-—not here.

Shri Kishore Chandra S. Deo—also
absent.

SHRIMATI PRAMILA DANDAVATE:
This is an important question but,
unfortunately, the mewmbers are absent.

MR. SPEAKER: Question No. 49—

Shri Amarsinh V. Ralhawa—absent.

AN HON. MEMBER: The Minister is
also not here,

MR. SPEAKER: He is away.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY: Dur-
ing the Parliament session, it should
generally be discouraged—the Minis-
ters leaving Parliament. When the
Janata Party was in power, this was
raiseq all the time.

SHRI BIJU PATNAIK: If the Minis-
ter is absent, another Minister should
answer.

MR. SPEAKER: | have got prior inti-
mation. Mr. D. P. Jadeja.





