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places of tourist interests and New 
Delh i  'l 

MR.  SPEAKER : This quest ion has 
been answered many t imes . There i s  
nothina more in  t h i s  quest ion . I t  wou ld 
be an unnecessa ry waste of t ime of 
the House . 

Nex t  quest ion . 

Meet in� of Jndo-Frtnch .Joint Buslntu 
Co,uncil in  Delhi . 

•390. DR.  KRUPASINDHU BHOI : 
DR.  VASANT KUMAR PANDIT : 

Wi l l  the Min i s ter of COMMERCE be 
pleased to sta t e  : 

(a) whet her [ndo-French Jo int  
Bus i ne�s Counc i l has met recen t l y  in  
De lh i ; 

(b) fr so, t he dcc is,t0ns taken a t  the 
mee t i ng ; and 

(c) effects t hereof on l ndo-Frcnch 
Trade ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE M INISTRY OF COM MERCE 
AND IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
SUPPLY ( SHR I  N I H A R  RANJAN 
LASKAR)  

( a )  Yes . S i r . 

(b)  and (c) The Jndo-French Joi n t  
Busi ness Counci l i s  composed .exclus i ve ly 
of the business reprcsen ta t i ves  of the 
two coun t ries .  Accord i ng to the Joint  
S ta tement adopted a fter the meet i ng 
held in Delhi on 30th January 1 984, 
there was considerable scope for en la rg
i ng the volume and d ivers i fyi ng the 
t he pa t tern of b i latera l  t rade, i ndustria l 
col l abora t ions involv ing technology as 
u lso i nvestmen t  and joint col labora t ion 
i n  t h i rd count ry projects . 

DR. KRUPASINDHU BHOI 
Sir my ques t ion was very specific, 

namely, whether Indo.French Joint  
Busi ness Counci l has  met  recently in  
Delhi ; i f  so, the  dec is ions taken a t  the 
mee t i ng ; and effects thereof on Indo
French Trade.  The quest ion is sma l l ,  
and  the i n format ion i s  a lso very sma l l .  

MR.  SPEAKER : Matching one  ? 

DR.  KR UPASJNDHU BHOI : Not 
ma tching ? 

J wanted detai led i nforma t ion,  
because our re lat ions with France are 
very good .  The Indo-French Joi nt  
Busi ness Counci l i s  composed exc lus ively 
of the busi ness represen ta t ives of t he 
two coun t r ies .  Wha t i s  the to ta l  quantum 
of lndo-French t rade a t  presen t 011 
Governmen t t o  Governmen t bas is  and 
on pr ivate bu s i ness managemen t  to 
pri vate bus i ness management basis ? As 
a resu l t  of t he meet i ng held i n  Ddhi on 
30th January, 1 984, there was a lndo. 
French Joi n t  Business Counci l  press 
report ,  Hi11d11sta11 Times quoted , and 
accord i ng to that they were goi ng to  
have a t rade of one  thousand mi l l ion, 
and t he i r represen ta t ives were suspec t i ng 
someth ing may be a bot t leneck: i n  our 
i ndus t r i a l  po l icy w i t h  rega rd to Jndo. 
Frecnch col labora t i on .  Based on th i s ,  
I wan t  to know the substances i n  which 
t h i s  Joi n t  Counci l has envisaged t rade 
b ; t ween priva te bus i ness a nd priva te 
cClnce rns ,  wh ich wi l l  be to  the ex ten t  of 
5 1 ,000 m i l l ion  ? 

S.:cond ly , wha t a re the detai led 
i t ems from India which th is  
Joi nt  Counci l has decided to export ,  and 
what a re the fk lds in wh ich French 
wi l l  export to 1 ndia ? 

SHRl  NI HAR RANJAN LASKAR: 
As I have a l ready stated, a 33 - member 
delegat ion from France . v i s i ted India 
between 29th January and 5th February. 
A m :c t i ng held on 30th January, 1 984. ·  
This Jo in t  Business Counci l a lso agreed 
thal efforts should be made to i ncrease 
the volume, as has been said by thl! 
Hon . Member, of trade between the two 
1,oun t ries i n  a way that the balance 
bctwi:en imports and exports is  also 
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mai ntained . They have also considered 
and agreed that arrangements can be 
worked out for large.scale industri a l  
col laboration i nvolving technology and 
i nvestment.  

They have ident ified a number of 
areas a lso.  I can g ive some i nstances ,  
e .  g .  electronics and  components, o i l  
refin ing equ ipment ,  telecommunicat ions, 
h igh speed gear hobbing machines, r i pple 
con trol equ ipment , m icro meters , audio
magnet ic  tapes , g lass l in ted equ ipmen t 
mrteria l ,  handl i ng and conveying equ ip
ment etc. Food processing is a lso 
there .  These are the, mai n  i tems they 
have d i scussed and identified . 

0,1e more point my friend asked 
about, is  trade .between the two countries, 
L e .  Government to G ov.!rnment ,  a nd 
private trade . We do not have scp:1 ra te 
figures wi th us. I can say that  for 
1 980-8 1 ,  exports were for Rs. 146 ,  94 
crores , as aga i nst imports for Rs . 288 .30 
crores . S imi larly, i n  1 983-84, the e"ports 
were for Rs. 53 . 84 crores a nd imports 
were for Rs. 84.66 crores, upto Septem
ber. 

He had also asked abou t the 
number of projects that we have, i n  
col laborat ion with the French Govern
men t . This figure is  a lso wi th us .  I 
can g ive them la ter on ,  

DR,  KRUPASINDHU BHOJ : 
According to the informat ion of the 
Minister, the increase to the level of 
S 5 1 ,000 m i l lion is both in respect of 
t rade wi th Government , and with pri 
va te business managements, Now the 
figures which he has given are : exports 
Rs. 146 crores, and imports Rs. 220 
crores , So, the trade aap is much more, -

The leader of the team, Mr. Roser 
Chalyon Dmersey apprehended that due 
to this industria l policy, there is some 
bott leneck for i ndustrial  col laboration .  
What i s  the explanat ion of the  Govern
ment therefor ? 

Secondly, he has a lready elabora ted 
in his reply, 11):lout industrial collabora. 

t ion,  but he has not said what are the 
materials which India wants to export, 
to  double the exports from India,  and 
particularly the fields India a nd France 
have decided for collaboration, and the 
p rojects ta ken up during d icsussions i n  
the thi rd meet ing, 

SHRf NrHA R  RANJAN LASKAR : 
The first poin t  tha t the Hon . Member 
made was tha t  there were some difficul
t ies on our s ide,  which i s  not a fact . 
We have not rece ived any complai n ts 
from the French s ide.  I wi l l  g ive the 
facts which wi l l  bear this ou t .  In 1 983, 
we have cleared abou t 673 col laborat ions .  
Amongst them 40 a re with the French 
In one yea r, we have done this . Jf 
there had been some d ifficu l t ies , t hese 
figures could not have been achieved by 
now.  , So this i s  not a fac t .  Anyhow 
if there is  a l i t t le d ifficu l ty here a r.d 
there, we a re t ry ing to tak i i t  up and 
see tha t the th i ngs should move easier .  
The main expor t i tems to France 
gcn.: ra l ly a re c loth i ng, te" t i le ,  pu lses , 
prcciou1, a nd semi -precious s tones, 
leather and lea ther goods . We are a lso 
t ry ing to develop our furni t u re industry 
wi th the French people. 

Stoppage or Purchase or Cotton In 
Gujarat etc. by Cotton Corporation 

of India. 

"'39 1 , SHRI A MA R  
RATH AWAt : 

srNGH 

SHRI NA VIN RAVANI : 

Wi l l  the Minister of COMMERCE be 
pleased to s tate : 

(a) whether i t  ii; a fact that Cot ton 
Corporat ion of India has 1, topped 
purchase .of Cot ton in Gujarat and in  
other part, of the country ; 

(b) if so the reasons therefor ; 

(c) whe ther i t  is a lso a fact that the 
fa rmers of Gujara t arc facing great 
hardshi p t o  d i spose of their products : 
and 




