1S Oral Answeres

TG WALET TR Y : TF AT
wTReR St Jeew  wifaer arw Rew #Y gt
o, 'ga¥ To A o3 997 g @ R aa
w2z qadT &) Foy faar ® fF wet a%
Tz AT ¥ foym FurT A8 ¥, agi o 2w
ATy #) sy 3 arfee ot s
=t @zt ary F o arfae o= @rfee )

l‘ncréaaing the Number of Short Distance
Passenger Trains and Their Frequencies

*919, SHPT MOWAN T.AT, PATFL: Will
the Minister of RATLWAYS be pleased to
state:

{a) whether Government nronnse to in-
crease the numher of short distance paseen-
asr trains and their frequenciez on all link
lines of main lingc #n all zone= ©ar the hepefit
of rural ponu!ation: and

() if so, the details therenf and the <tens
taken by the Government in thia resnect dur-
ing the Sixth Plan and the provision being
made for the Seventh Plan

THE MINTSTER OF RATLWAYS (SHRY
A.B.A. GHANT KHAN CHOUDHURY) : (a)
and (b)Y A Statement is laid on the Table of
the Sabha.

STATEMFNTS

(a) The travel facilities bv rail for the
rural population in various <ections are cons-
tantly reviewad with a view to encure better
rail services taking into conscideration simult-
aneously the requirement of freight move-
ment, etc. on these routes. Wherever the
freight movement of essential commodities
would not be affected, if additional passenger
trains are needed. subject to availabilitv of
resources, it will be the cndeavour of the
Railways to put in some trains,

(b) Taking into consideration the above
factors. the Railways have introduced 86
number of passanger trains in the last one
year for the benefit of the rural passengers
especially and all others, in addition to the
suburban trains around the major cities.

Same consideration would continue to be
given in the Seventh Plan also.

SHRI MOHAN LAL PATEL : Sir, in the
Statement the hon. Minister has shown that
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last year R6 passenger trains have been intro-
duced in the rural areas. Thatis a good
thing. But I would like to draw the attention
of the hon. Minister towards the reverse
side. T would like to present some facts. Tn
Bhavanagar in Guijarat there is a Railway
DNivision. Tn the whole of the country the
traffic ie increasing dav bv day, but parti-
cularlv in this Division it is decreacing. Tn
this Parliament. to mv question on 1A.4 1081
tha answer given bv the hon. Minister was
that in 1971 the traffic in this particular
Division was 21.7 million passenegers,
whereae in 1981 it was reduced to 17.7
miltinne, That means. 40 lakhs passengers
were reduced in 10 years, and this & the
trend, And there are so many reasons why
in this particular Division the traffic is
reducirg,

At present the averape speed of the trains
in this narticular Division is 25 to 30 km. per
hour. So, this is the main reason why the
nassenger traffic is reducing. Due to this, in
the last six vears, 22 trains have been cance-
lled on permanent basis. A month ago
one super fast train between Porbander and
Ahmedabad has been cancelled. We repres-
ented. The hon, Minister has considered
that matter. That train is going to start
from 10th of this month. Can hon. Minister
give an assurance to pay much more
attention to the branch lines which are
serving the rural population specially the
RBhavnagar Division ?

Bhavnagar Division has been ignored. So,
will the Minister take concrete steps by

sending  special team for permanent
solution.

SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN‘
CHOUDHURY : Please the main

see
question : :

‘““(a) whether Government propose to in-
crease the number of short distance
passenger trains and their frequencies
.on all link liuves of main lines in all
zones for the benefit of rural populat-
ion; and

(b) if so, the details thereof and the

steps taken by the Government in this

respect during the Sixth Plan and the

provision being made for the Seventh
Plan ?








