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Availability of Essential Drug for 
Major Diseases 

+ 
*189. SHRI SANAT KUMAR 

MANDAL: 

SHRI NA W AL KISHORB 
SHARMA: 

Will the Minister of CHEMICALS 
AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether several of essential 
drugs required for treatment of major 
diseases like high blood pressure, heart 
alIments, typhoid, Bronchitis etc., are 
either not available or are in acute 
short supply throughout the countIy; 

(b) whether it is due to arratic 
supply of bulk drugs used for manufac-
ture of these medicines or some other 
reasons. 

(c) the steps Government propose 
to take in the mattcr and ensure pro-
duction and sale of these medicines to 
the general public all over the country; 

(d) whether there is a tussle going 
on between the manufacturers and 
retail chemists and the latter are either 
keeping these medicines underground or 
selling them at premium; and 

(e) if so, how Government propose 
to control these retailers and make it 
mandatory on them not 10 hold back 
any such medicines and sell them at 
prescribed prices? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS 
AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI R.C. 
RATH) : (a) to (e) A Statement is laid 
on tho Table of the House. 

Statement 

(a) to (c) The overall availability 
position of essential drugs is satis-
factory. However, brand hortages of 
drug formulations like Aldomat (for 
high blood pressure) of Merck Sharp 
and Dhome, lsordil (for heart ailment) 
of Oecffrcy Manners and Cbloromycetin 
(for typhoid) of Parke Davis were 
reported to the Ministry J which reviews 
the availability position of all essential 
drug formulation. No shortage of 
drugs for bronchitis was reported. In 
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all those reported cases of shorta-ges, 
equivalent formulations of other com-
panies are reportedly available. 

Shortage of Aldomat is due to 
industrial relations problem in the 
factory of Mis. Merck Sharp and 
Dhome since early August, 1983. On 
advice from my Ministry, Indian Drugs 
and Pharmaceuticals Ltd. and MIs. 
Dey's Medical Stores have substantially 
increased production of equivalent for-
mulations Emdopa and Meldopa and 
have rusbed supplies to reported areas 
of shortages. Indian Drugs and Phar-
maceuticals Ltd. and State Trading 
Corporation of lndi a Ltd. have also 
been advised to keep buffer stocks of 
Emdopa tablets and the bulk drug 
Methyl Dopa respectIvely. 

The shortage of Isordil and ChIo-
romycetin is of localised and temporary 
nature and their respective equivalents 
Sorbitrate of MIs. Nicholas and Entro-
mycetin of Dey's Medical Stores are 
available in the market. 

The availability position of the bulk 
drugs which go into the manufacture of 
tbe above mentioned formulations is 
satisfactory. 

(d) and (e) It has come to the notice 
of the Ministry that some Chemists 
and Druggists have been boycotting 
drugs manufactured by some companies. 
The matter was considered by the 
Monopolies and Restrictive Trade Prac-
ctices Commission. The Commission 
has directed such chemists and druggists 
to desist from boycotting the drugs of 
any producer. 

Some psychotropic Schedule 'X' 
drugs are reportedly not available with 
all retail chemists. However, these are 
available in Super Bazars, Cooperatives 
and other chemists who have complied 
with the requiroments of obtaining 
eperat licences under the Drugs and 

Cosmetics Rule. 

SHRI SANAT KUMAR MANDAL : 
May I know what were the medicines 
of day-to-day use which were taken off 
tbe controlled list sometime back, 
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apparently to appease the manufacturers 
and how did Govt. make sure that 
their ava ilability to the general public 
will not be affected by this action and 
there was no price rocketting ? 

SHRI R. C. RATH : There is no 
scope of shortage of medicines because 
as and when we get information about 
shortage of particular brand names, 
equivalent medicines are rushed to the 
area and the shortages are being moni-
tored by my Ministry on weekly basis. 

SHRI SANAT KUMAR MANDAL: 
Sir, may I know whether the Bombay-
based multina tions manufacturing some 
of the life-saving drugs (Who had even 
been resorting to excess production) are 
now seeking the re-endorsement thereof 
under t he excess production capacity 
replenishment scheme? If so, which are 
these drug companies and what coutrol 
Govt . is exercising over the production 
and proper distribution of these drugs 
for use in Government hospitals and 
their sale to the general public through 
the retailers who generally hold back 
their stocks and sell them at a high 
premium to the needy people? Further 
may I know whether the Military and 
Government hospitals are given prefe-
rence in the matter of direct supply by 
the manufacturers of such medicines? 
If not. why not ? 

SHRI R.C. RATH : Sir. the HOD. 
Member has put a very lengthy ques-
tion. I would Hke to inform him 
through you, Sir, and this House that 
as and when there is any report of non-
avail UHy of a particular brand of 
medicine, we immediately ensure that 
similar alternative drug is made avaiJa-
ble in that area. About the non .. availa-
bility of certain drugs, I may submit 
that because of the non-cooperation 
between the Druggists and Chemists 
Association and some of the manufac-
turers, the matter was refferred to the 
MRTP Commision and it has given its 
findings. I think this is a separate ques-
tion and I do not want to go into it. 
OtherwiseJ I may inform the Houso 
that there is no q'lestion of nOD-availa-
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bility of the medicine. The medicine 
referred to by him is available in ade-
quate quantity. But I may inform tb:l 
Hon. Memtier that there i a demand 
for particular brands of the med icine 
for which substitutes are being made 
available. 

SHRI NA WAL KisHORB SHAR-
MA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is a very 
important question. Certain drugs are 
not available. Tbe Hon. Minister in his 
statemen has said that though tbere is 
a shortage, we are trying to meet the 
shortage. That is what in a nut-shoJI the 
answer is. My submission in this re-
gard is that it is a fact that drugs arc 
not available. Even vitamin-C is not 
available in the C.G.H.S. Dispensary of 
North Avenue . not to speak of other 
dispensaries. Vitamin-C is in short 
supply to the M.Ps. We can very well 
imagine the plight of the general public . 
In view of this, I would like to know 
from the Hon. \1inister-I understand 
he was the Member of the Hathi Com-
mittee and as a Minister who is com-
petent to include the recommendations 
of the Hathi Committee in letter and 
spirit-what is it that is coming in the 
way of the Ministry to abolish this 
brand name? Why is it that the brand 
names are not abolished so that the 
multina tionals could be prevented from 
the supply of these medicines who 
thrive on the basis of their advertise-
ments and good name? Why is it being 
delayed? 

With regard to the non-availability 
of Aldomat .. I have a fear that Merck 
who arc the manufacturer of this parti-
cular drug with this particular brand 
name .. arc in Jeauge with the Chemists 
and Druggists and its artificial short-
supp]y is being created by them so that 
they can import bulk drug. This medi-
cine is available in this country. In my 
constituency there is one Mr. Sunil 
Sachim.. who is producing this bulk 
drug. But it is Dot being purchased 
from him. It is manufactured indigeno-
usly. But this bulk drug is being allo-
wed to be imported by tho paront or-
ganisation. May I know the reason for 
\his? 

Secondly, Sir, you would agree with 
me that the health of the country 
should be all right and the drug hould 
be available. Now, Sir, he say. that 
they have taken the matter with the 
MRTP Commission. I think there is a 
Drug Control Order and this Drug con-
trol order controls the suppliers, the 
commission agents and the traders. If it 
is a que tion of thcir negligence, why 
have you not tak e action against them? 

SHRI R.C. Rath : The H on . Mem-
ber has m entioned about the non-availa-
bility of vitamin C through the CGRS 
hospitals. I would like to mention that 
there is abundance of vitamiin C . but 

it is for the hospitals to procure and 
supply the same. If the hOdpitals, in 
turn, do not procure and upply, my 
Ministry is not reponsible. My Minis-
try is only responsible to thc extent of 
production ... (Interruptions). 

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: It is a 
collective responsibility. It is a common 
experience of all Members of Parlia-
ment that drugs are not available and 
substi tutes are given. How do you say 
that ? ... «(Interruptions). You ask any 
Member of Parliament. Everybody is 
shouting for that. 

~r flR:~T'(r ~T\1' ~{{ :' Cf. T~ ~cH{ 
ij'T 0 \iff 0 tJ::q' 0 tJ::q' 0 f~ij'q:tr\f\if if 3fq~Cini 
~~T ~ I 

SHRI SAT[SH AGARWAL : Shd 
Ramavatar Shastri is a heart patient. 
he is not getting the required medicine: 
you can ask him .. . (Interruptions) . 

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA: How can 
you shift the responsibility to the 
Health Ministry .. . (Interruptions). 

SHRI R.C. RATH : The Hon. Mem-
ber' question was that vitamin C is not 
available in the Government hospital 
and CGHS di~peDsaries. To that I ay 
that .my Ministry is looking to the pro-
ductIOD aspect and vitamin C is avaiJa-
ble in abundance. And if it is not avai-
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lable in the hospitals, I am not aware 
of that aspect I but from the production 
point of 'vjew I say that vitamin C is 
available whatsoever. The other part I 
am not aware of. 

PROF. N .G. RANGA That is oot 
the answer that you should give. 

MR. SPEAKER: You say that pro-
duction i not lacking and you have got 
abundance of supply. Now you have 
come to realise t he position and the 
vociferous sentiments of the House that 
it is not available. You should take it 
up with them and ask them what is the 
reason aod let us know. 

SARI R .C. RATH : 10 reply to the 
question of the Hon. Member, Shri 
Sharma , I said that vitamin C is availa-
ble in abundance, but if it is not avai-
lable in the CGHS dispensaries or other 
places, [ am not aw He of it; I will take 
care of it. 

As regards tbe question about the 
brand names, in five selected items, we 
have di pen. ed with the brand names, 
and the mattcr is sub judice now in the 
Supreme Court. Hon. Members have 
complained about not gctting some me-
dicines, and one is Aldomat. There was 
some industrial unrest and labour pro-
blem in the unit , and 0 we saw to it 
that IDPL which j a public sector 
unit rushed Emdopa which is a very 
good substitute for Aldomat and also 
Meldo~a which i manufactured by 
Dey's Medical Stores. And thus, imme-
diately, the requirement was met. I am 
going a step fur ther in giving the infor-
mation that there wa hortage of 
Chloromycetin of Parke Davis, and we 
saw to it that immediat Jy Entromyce-
tin of D ey's Medical Stores and Para-
xin of Messrs. Boehringer Knoll was 
made avail ble. Thus, as and when any 
es ential life aving drug i not availa-
ble, we ensure that similar drugs of 
other brand names arc made available 
in the re pective areas, and to en ure 
tbi my Mini try is baving a monitoring 
of the ituatioo every week. As and 
when information i receiv d at our end, 

we leave no efforts to see that· the 
people do not suffer. 

SHRI NAWAL KISHORE SHAR-
MA : It is an important ~nd national 
question. The import of bulk drugs is 
being allowed when such drugs ar~ 
available in the country. That is my 
question. It has not been answered. I 
had put that question. 

SHRI R.C. RATH: Some bulk 
drugs which are not available in the 
country, its actual users can directly 
import it. And in case of some bulk 
drugs where there is short supply, we 
clear the import through the ST~. And 
jf any such instance the Hon. Member 
brings to my notice .... 

SHRI NAWAL KISHORE SHAR- . 
MA : I have said it on the floor of the 
House. You take care of it. Why do 
you allow import ? 

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: Why 
actual users should be allowed to 
import when it is available in the coun· 
try? Why? 

(Interruptions) 

SHRI R.C. RATH : If it is availa-
ble in the country, normally we do not 
import because our policy has been not 
to spend away our ... 

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL Why 
abnormally? Why abnormally? 

Unterruptiolls) 

SHRI R .C. RATH: We do not 
allow import. There is no question of 
normalJy not allowing the imports. If 
an Hon. Member can give me a specifio 
instance~ I will look into it. 

(Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER : He will look into 
it. 

(Interruptions) 
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MR. SPEAKER: There is no pro-
blem he can solve it. Now look herc, 
Mr. Minister. 

(Interruptions) 

SHRI R.C. RATH: There is no 
import plan of the medicine which 
you have mentioned in 1983-84. 

(Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: rhe Minister will 
look into the matter and settle it. 

DR. A. KALANJDHI: Sir, I would 
like to know whether the Hon. Minister 
is aware of the fact that drugs like 
Garboyn and Gardi nal are still not 
available to the common man 1 These 
drugs are used for epilepsy and till this 
date these drugs are not available in 
the market. I would like to know from 
the Hon. Minister whether it is a fact 
that because the drugs are cheaper and 
the manufacturers are not getting 
enough profit, they are not producing 
it ? 

SHRI R.C. RATH : We have varie-
ties of essential and lifesaving drugs. 
And in the case of any essential drugs 
not being available, through our moni-
toring process we are trying to make it 
available. We do our monitoring based 
on the information that we get from 
the State Drug Control Authorities and 
also from the institutions and indivi-
duals as well. If the Hon. Member has 
any specific information and if he in-
forms me, I will enquire and will see 
tha t the medicine which is not available 
or is in short upply could be adequa-
tely met. But there are varieties of 
medicines; and if the Hon. Members go 
on asking every individual mediCine, it 
may be difficult off-hand to tell him 
without referring to the records., 

SHRI HARIKBSH BAHADUR 
Sir, many drug are not available in the 
market. It is true a the Hon. Member 
has said it is because the indigenous 
production of drugs is not being enco-
uraged properly. I would like to know 
from the Hon. Minister what i the 

pOlicy of the Government 7 Whether it 
is to encourage th multinationals or 
indigenous product ion and whether Go-
vernment is going to set up more indus: 
tries like the IDPL in ord r to produce 
these drugs in the country ,itself or the 
Government has got some plann ing to 
import these from outside 7 Whatever 
production of the IDP.L is there it is 
insufficient and is also sub·~tandard. 
Therofor e, I would also like to know 
whether the Government is going to 
improve th e qualiTY al 0 ? 

SHRI R.C. RATH: About IDPL 
Products, I would say it is neither insu-
fficient nor sub-standard. Qual itywise 
'the public sector production could be 
compared with any international drug. 

And coming to the Government 
policy, which the H n. Member has 
enquired, I would say always our effort 
has been to see th'l t indigenous pro-
duction improves and the public sector 
improves to compete with the interna-
tional drug market. The Hon. Member 
would be happy to know-and I would 
also like to inform the Hou e-that so 
far as our indigenous drugs production 
is concerned it can be equated with 
any of the standard product of any 
multinational company in any part of 
the world. 
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SHRI R .C. R TH: I need a sepa-
rate notice for it. 

SHRI SONTOSH MOHAN DEY: 
It is a fact that no vitamin tablets are 
aVailable in the North and South 
Avenue. To look into that you have 
given your instruction to the Minister. 
But seeing the Zero Hour rhythm from 
the Hon. Members, will you kindly 
withdraw your order or in truction '/ 
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Otherwise there will be more trouble in 
the Zero Hour J because there is enough 
vitamin with the Members. No Member 
hould be supplied with the Vitamins. 

Will you kindly reconsider it ? 

SHRI SATYA SAD HAN CHAKRA-
BORTY: What are the tablets which 
he is taking ? 

MR. SPEAKER: You ask him. 

SHRI KRISHN.:\ CHANDRA 
HALDER: He is taking vitamins A 
to Z. 
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