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and distribution of quality seedlings to
the growers. Besides, this State Govern-
ment is giving subsidy @ Re.1|—per kg.
of wet beans to the coco growers.

(iii) The Governments of Kerala and
Karnataka have been promoting the

procurement of coco beans by opening .

procurement centres in Cooperative
Sector.
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Crop Failure in Punjab

*626. SHRI H, N. BAHUGUNA

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state :

(a) whether Government's attention
has been drawn to the serious crop failure
in Punjab as reported in ‘Economic Times’
dated 8 March, 1984 ;

(b) whether this loss has occurred
despite development, identification and release
of disease-resistant varieties; and

(c) whether Government propose to
Jook into the causes of this serious failure
and take corrective steps?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
(RAO BIRENDRA SINGH) : (a) A news
article entitled ‘Cotton crop failure in Punjab’

appeared in ‘Economic Times’ of the 8th
March, 1984.

(b) Unfavourable weather conditions
caused by heavy and intermittent rains in
Kharif 1983 in Punjab resulted in huge vege-
tative growth of cotton crop and also created
environment conducive to the multiplication
and spread of pests, particularly, boll worms
which caused severe damage to cotton ¢rop in
the state. The weather conditions were such

that pest control measures could not be
effective,

(¢) Government have already looked
into the causes and corrective measures are

being taken to minimise the build up of pests
in future,





