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PROF. MAOHU DANDAVATE : 
What is secret about it 1 That is the 
question. 

~~:!fq:J ifQ)t{ll ~-rr.r ~t:T cfr # ?rfr 
~Hf I 

• • . ( clfCf ~R) ... 

SHRI SAlYASADHAN CHAKRA-
DORTY If be is not aware of the 
pr ices, he should not remain as Minister. 
If knowing it, he is su;Jprcssing the fact, 
ht: should be dismissed. 

MR. SPEAKER : What a formula ! 

SHRI NI HAR RANJ \N LASKA R : 
We arc making contr::ic.;ts in di fferent 
places through agents in various pans of 
\he world and this is not the r ight time to 
d:sclose the prict:s . 

MR. S PEAKER 
lat er on. 

You wi ll tell them 

Crhis in Diamond Industry 

• 193. SHR1 CHINTAMANI JENA : 
Will the Minister of COMMERCE be 
pleased to state : 

(a) whether the diamond industry 1s 
facing a cris i , . 

(b) if so the reasons therefor ~ and 
' 

(c} the steps being taken to boost this 
industry ? 

THE MINISTE R OF STATE IN THE 
MJNISTRY O F COMMERCE AND IN 
THE DEPARTM ENT OF SUPPLY 
(SHRI NIH AR RAN JAN LASKAR) · : 
(a) No, Sir. 

(b) " Docs not arise. 

( ) Measures bav1 constantly been 
taken to increase the exports of pro-

- cessed diamonds ftom the country, parti-

cularly for the mod~r nisa ti on anjf diversi-
ficatioa of the industry and improve 
productivity. 

SHRI CHlNTAMAN[ JENA : The 
hon. Mini1tter in his reply has told 
that constant measures arc being taken 
to increase the exports of processed dia-
monds. ,Sir. may I know, what is the 
quantity of diamonds exported fr0m our 
country to the countries abroad for the 
last three years and the foreign exL:hange 
earned by us and the names of those 
countries which have imported our dia-

, moods ? And, Sir, one thing more. 
May I know the names 0f the places 
where such industries are located ? 
Aud is it a fact that due to lack of foreign 
post offices in those localities, the industry 
i facing problems in sending diamonds, 
o rnaments, etc. to other places ? If so, 
what ac tion has his Ministry taken to 
persua de the Communications Ministry 
to open such F oreign Post offices in 
those places ? 

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR : 
Diamonds account for about 90% of 
the total exports of gem and jewellery 
from India. Out of our total export of 
gem and jewe11ery which rues Rs. 1324 
crores, our diamon.ds account for a little 
more than Rs 1189 crores. So. this is 
about 90% of our export of gem a~d 
jewellery. 

The hon. Member asked which are 
the markets for our diamonds. The 
major markets for Indian diamonds are 
USA, Belgium, Hong Kong, Japan 
U .K., Switzerland, Singapore aad Wes~ 
Germany. These are the main countries 
where we are exporting diamonds. 

The next question is about export 
figures for the last tbrec years and also , 
the value we have realtzed. In 1981-i2 • 
the total diamond export was of 40.50 
Jakh carats, and the value was Rs. 727.76 
crores. In 1982-83 it was 46.56 lakh 
carats, and the value was Rs. 912.83 
crores. In 1983-84, it is 55.88 lakh carats • 
and the value was Rs. 1189.18 crores. 

SHRI CHINTAMANI JENA : It is 
revealed from the replies given by the 



17 Oral Answtrs SRA VANA 12, 1906 (SAKA) Oral Answer.r 18 

hon. Minister that there is a good demand 
for our diamonds in foreign countries. 
So, may I know from the hon. Minister 
wh t measures have been takeo to g ive 
incentives to those industries , so th a t 
th t:y may manufacture m ore diamonds ? 
What a re the demands of difTerent foreign 
countries, and what is our own home 
demand ? What is our production, to 
meet these demands ? 

I will not be allowed to put ano ther 
supplementary. So, may I know whether 
it is a fact that the diam onds manufactur-
ed in our country are suggested to foreign 
counlries on a large scale ? What action 
is the Ministry going to take in co -ordi-
nation with the Finance Mi nistry, to 
check th is smuggling ? (/ll' erruptions). 

SHRI NIHAR RANJA N LASKAR 
The fir s t point was : wh a t are the mea-
sures we are taking, for impro ving the 
quality of our diamond prod ucts . and 
what are the measures Govern ment has 
taken. Government has taken various 
measures in this regard. Eir tly, I would 
say 'tlrnt there is Lhe reduction in duty on 
tools and equipment ; then we have 
tra ining foci I ities for artisans. These 
act ions have already been taken. Among 
the olher facilities, incentive are also 
being given for the export of cut and 
polishl!d diamonds. There is a rnductloa 
in duty on some of th~ machines and 
equipment. Also, on sorr1e of the machi-
nery and equipment necessary for this 
sort of industries, the duty was reduced 
to 40% in the last budget presented by 
our Finance Minister. So, these are the 
va rious steps. There are certain institu-
tions. We are also asking foreign experts 
to come and give training to our 
people. 

PROF. N.G. RANGA 
smuggling ? 

What about 

SHRI NIHAR RANJ AN LASKAR 
Various steps arc taken to cht:ck smuggling. 
(J nterrupt ion.s ). 

~T ~ttr fu'! +t f~T : ~'ell"~ lf~TG~ 
~rt 'l1T ijf~t crc:n ~i:ar;:cr Q i ~ ~ sr?t~ 

' 
~ ij"~?r arf ~c:p frrc:p~crr ~ ~fcfi;:r ~l 

+rr~ q~ \jfr~r ;ft(1rq rt' ~r ~~, ~m 

~p:~"( 3fT~ f ~~T ~PH \1fT~T ~ aft~ 

cfr ~ it ~r CF~T er~ lfr:i.r;q ~l \j("faT ~ 1 
if" l'.f ~f ~) ~ \if T'f<TT :qr~r ~ Cfli"T ~ 

~r.nn: i=flT oi:rcr~~r c:n~·~ fCf1 rrr~Pfr il't~r 
~lfr~ err~ ~ q~ an~ an~ ~~{t ift.t 
rr~ QT"{T c:nr ;:ft~r~r ~) ? 

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR : 
Most of our diamonds we are impo.rting 
and then after finishing them here we arc 

0 

export ing. 

Proposal of FICCI to S tep up Annua l 
Sino-Indian Tratle 

*194 SHRI CHITTA BASU: Will 
the Minisler of COMMERCE be pleased 
to state : 

(a) Whether the Federation of 
of India n Chember of Commerce and 
Industry have recen tly made a p roposal 
f or stepping up the annual Sino-Ind ian 
trade to Rs. 1,000 crores from the current 
Rs.145 crores in the next three years ; 
and 

(b) if so. whether 
since cxamin\Jcl the 
proposal ? 

Government have 
feasibility of the 

TI-iE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI 
P.A. SANGMA) : la) and (b) Yes Sir. 
Steps are being taken · to promote Sino-
1 nd iaa trade. 

SHRI CHITTA BASU : As you 
know, the present Jevel of trade between 
India and China is practically insigni .. 
ficant. India's share in China's total 
trade is 0.4 per cent and China's share in 
India's total trade is 0.6 per cent. Now, 
FICCI want that the trade between our 
two countrle should be increased by 
about 700 per cent. In this context have • they examine~ the feasibilit y of the 
proposals givea by FICCI ? If it rs to 
be made a feasible proposition, then 




