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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND
IN THE DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY
(SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR) :
(a) A statement is laid on the Table of
the House.

(b) It would not be in our com=-
mercial interests to disclose any informa-
tion regarding export plans of sugar in
1984-85, :

———

Statement
(Qly. Lakh Mts,)
(Value Rs, Crores)
Country Year
7 loso-81 1982 198283 19834
Ql;——\;;l; a; —-—\Ta.ll_u_e —(—)t—; Value Qty. Value
China — —_ —_ — 0.859 17.45 0,11 2,60
Egypt 0.115 4,67 — — 0.269 520 3,06 76.89
Indoqesia 0.305 16.98 1.540 49,22 0.06 4358 — e
Maladive - - — — 0.01 0.27 0.03¢ 0,90
Nepal 0.015 1,09 - — — - — —_
Somalia — - - - _ — 011 2.58
Sri Lanka 0,140 7.86 — — 0.578 10.41 222 52.57
Sudan — — — — 0,132 249 046 1320
UK. 0.140 5.36 — — e - —e —
U.SA. — — e — 0,196 5.26 020 936
'Y AR, - e — — — — 0.85 21.59
Lebnon e o — Neg. (303 MT) 0,10 — —
Tunisia — — — — —_ — 035 3.1
Equador — — e — — — 010 216
Moroccol — — —_— e e — 064 17.17
B 0715 3596 1.540 4922 4107 8467 B.13 20753
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SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
The hon. Member’s question was very
specific and I have given a very _spemﬁc
answer, As 1 have understood him now,
there is no specific question that he has
put to me in the supplementary. How-

AUGUST 3, 1984

Oral Answers 12

ever, I would like to tell the hon, Mem-
ber that India is also a Member of the
International Sugar Organisation. Under
that arrangement, we have to give certain
specific quotas 10 certain countries and to
fulfil that quota, we have to export our
sugar, Sometimes, we have also to incur
some losses also in that process,
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SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR :
As 1 have already stated, we have to
fulfil our export quotas and to safeguard

the interest of our domestic market, some-
times we have to import sugar also.
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SHR' NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR -
The Department of Food had made an
assessment in  March-April, 1984 and
according to that the production would
be around 59 lakh tonnes, and the sugar
in stock is approximately 1425 lakh
tonnes  On the basis of this assessment,
further to our exports which we have al-
ready done, we have stopped our
exports. And as a matter of abundant
caution also, arrangements have been
made to import sugar to the tune of about
3 5 lakh tonnes for our domestic consum-
ption. We have sometimes to take this
abundant caution  As I have said earlier
we have to fulfil our agreement to export
sugar also,
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SHRI BIJU PATNAIK : At what
rate are you importing ?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR :
We cannot disclose the rate at the
momeant.

SHRI BIJU PATNAIK : Are you
satisfied with this Sir ? What is the
landed cost of the imported sugar ?

o TISRTT AVAFT TEsy ¢ §9 97
I HE AT g9 e NFR FT AT

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR :
Sir, we have made" certain contracts and
as T have said, it is not in our commercial
interest to disclose the price at the
moment,

SHRJ] BIJU PATNAIK : He has im-
ported 3.5 lakh tonnes of sugar and he
does not know the landed cost of
the sugar,

(Interruptions)

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA From
which country are they importing sugar
and what is the price ?

MR. SPEAKER : T'will find out
later on. May be for the time being, it

must be kept secret

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE
What is the price of imported sugar and
what is the price of exported sucar? Please
ask him, :

MR. SPEAKER @ I am trying ‘o

tell you.
(Interrupiions)

MR. SPEAKER : That is what I am
trying to tell you This cannot be a -~
lasting secret, It is going to be out. For
the time being, they are trying to save
something. This cannot be kept a secret

for a long time,
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PROF, MADHU DANDAVATE
What is secret about it ? That is the
question.

qened WAld - AT A ara ®U
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SHRI SATYASADHAN CHAKRA-
BORTY : If be is not aware of the
prices, he should not remain as Minister,
If knowing it, he is suppressing the fact,
lie should be dismissed,

MR, SPEAKER : Whata formula !

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR :
We are making contracts in different
places through agents in various parts of
the world and this is not the right time to
d:sclose the prices.

MR, SPEAKER : You will tell them
later on.

Crisis in Diamond Industry

*193, SHRI CHINTAMANI JENA :
Wwill the Minister of COMMERCE be

pleased 10 state :

(a) whether the diamond industry is
facing a crisis ;

(b) if so, the rcasons therefor ; and

(¢) the steps being taken to boost this
industry ?

1HE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY
(SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR) :

(a) No, Sir.
(b) ~Does not arise.

(c) Measures have constantly been
taken to increase the ecxports of pro-
" cessed diamonds ftom the country, part-
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cularly for the modernisation and diversi-
fication of the industry and improve
productivity.

SHRI CHINTAMANI JENA : The
hon, Minister in his reply has told
that constant measures are being taken
to increase the exports of processed dia-
monds. Sir. may I know, what is the
quantity of diamonds exported from our
country to the countries abroad for the
last three years and the foreign exchange
carned by us and the names of those
countries which have imported our dia-
And, Sir, one thing more.
May 1 koow thc names of the places
wherc such industries are located ?
And is it a fact that due to lack of foreign
post offices in those localities, the industry
is facing problems in sending diamonds,
ornaments, etc, to other places ? 1If so,
what action has his Ministry taken to
persuade the Communications Ministry
to open such Foreign Post offices in
those places ?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR :
Diamonds account for about 909, of
the total exports of gem and jewellery
from India, Out of our total export of
gem and jewellery which rupns Rs. 1324
crores, our diamonds account for a little
more than Rs, 1189 crores. So. this is
about 90% of our export of gem and
jewellery,

The hon, Member asked which are
the markets for our diamonds. The
major markets for Indian diamonds are
USA, Belgium, Hong Kong, Japan,
U.K,, Switzerland, Singapore and West
Germany. These are the main countries
where we are exporting diamonds.

The next question is about export
figures for the last threc years, and also
the value we have realtzed. In 1981-82,
the total diamond export was of 40.50
lakh carats, and the value was Rs. 727.76
crores. In 1982-83 it was 46.56 lakh
carats, and the value was Rs. 91283
crores, In 1983-84, it is 55.88 lakh carats,
and the value was Rs. 1189.18 crores.

SHRI CHINTAMANI JENA : 1t is
revealed from the replies given by the





