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CJiT CflrT irm 1 ~ ~)it 'f~ ~T I 
~Tit CflW fCl) an~ ctft lft~;;r if q~ +ft 
flfitIT GfT~r aT q~ lfl~T ~r ar~ 
fefl~ ~lflf it ~ ar;r~ it ~~ ? ~lit 
~{f fafl ~ ffiij;;r iiJiT ~i1T ~ aT q~ fCficA 
ij+f1f t oF~1: ~T ~rrr ? 

SHRI H.K.L. BHAGAT: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, 690/ 0 it elf is a very big jump which 
Gujarat will have during the Sixth Five .. Year 
Plan period. Our intantion finally IS that we 
would like to cover cent-per-cent population 
of the country. But a I said it depends on 
Ie ources. Other areas which remain 
uncovered, we shall have to consider them 
in the Seventh Plan period and I cannot say 
on it today. 

SHRI A VI RA V ANI: Sir, in the 
Reply the Minister has said Surat, Vadodara, 
Bbavnagar, Wavasari will be c vered. I 
would like to know what is the criteria for 
selecting these areas '1 Sir, the Central 
Government has already declared some 
distric as backward district like Amreli and 
Surendranagar. So will the Hon . Minister 
please provide TV relay station at Amreli 
and Surendranagar '1 

SHRI H. K. L. BHAGAT : Sir, the 
two districts which tbe Hon. Member bas 
mentioned I may inform him that they will 
be covered in the Sixth Plan period. 

The criteria for choosing the districts 
for according low .. power trausmitter is the 
population of one lakh or above in the 
censu. As far as Gujarat is concerned, 
except for one district, all other district will 
be covered during the Sixth Plan period. 

~ 9ltf fll{ mf~ : ~mr 'tiT ~Tm­
f~ ar1l: ~~~CIi ft~fu Cf1T ~lfR if ~~ 
~,,~ :;n~ ~~ fCfi~ ~~ ~-,,~"( 

~~TQ, ~RT ~, If't."lf ~"(To atT~ ~f~tJf 
!fiTua I ~ aif Gf~ ~mr CflT ij'qr~ 
~ ~ru ~T CliT 60 crWc ~T ·~ 

~f~'n ~ at~ 50 ~~e arranit' ~ atTf~ .. 
cmrr arTifT~ I ~~"{ ~~ ana- ~ I 
~'@" ~CfiT ~Cl) ~~ aTTWTf~ iflT~ ~ I 

~&TUT ~ra artt trm itl ~tf Gf ~ tt+r1 

ij- tr~o if ~Cf1 cT crT ~~'l Gf'lrif cpT ifTfI' 
Cfi~ ~~ ~ I ;f~ft \ifT GfcrrttiT fr.ti ~t eT crT 
~~;; Gf'lT'i ~r CflT'{ CfiTli~ ~? trf~ ~h 
aT \a'ij'~ an if ;(;f"'~:r ~it CfiT ~q-T Cf)~ I 

SHRI H. K. L. BHAGAT: Surat will 
be covered by the end of the Plan. 

~5Cf ~~if iftfif'fc<ir ~cn: ~) \ifT~~T 
aTT"{ ~"{Tcr ~ an-r~ artflf ~llf ~T CflCf"{ 

~r \ifr~' ~ I ~~ q-Q~ GfCfTlTT f r.ti ~iif~l Cf ~ 
fTtfj f\if~ 911" ~~ Cfl'{ ij1~ f\jf~ ~q'{ ~)iT 

atT"{ 69 q~~c qr~~;; CflCf"{ Q);fr I ~T;;-

;;Tlf BGt'r CfIT iifT'it:f;T"{l: ~ f~~ ~ ~ llf 

iSfCfT ~. I \;~T;; ~m;;~ ~T, ~ft:f;., if lJQ 
~r GrefT ~"T :q T~~fT ~ fCfi if ~t iflfT ~r 

aih: ~"{Tef ~ ~~lf tf~T ;:r ~~ arT~CfH:r;; 
f~lfT ~r fen Cf~ 5"0 Cfir:lff'lCT olf~' if ~cij" 

~ C"\ " 

~T ~lrrctlt f~~ij' triq ~ ~nlfl Cfi"y ~fqtTT 

~T ~~ I 

Effect of Power bortage OD 
Industrial ~roductioD 

*287. SHRI ATAL BIHARI 
VAJPAYEE: 

SHRI SURAJ BHAN : 

Will the Mjnister of ENERGY be pleased to 
Jay a statement showing :-

(a) wheTher his attention has been drawn 
to a press report in the 'Hindustan Times' 
of September, 14, 1983 about FICCI's expert 
study claiming that a 10 per cent shortfall in 
power supply nl!eded by induitry, brings 
down industrial production by about 
Rs. 7,000 crores a year and raises the need 
for imports by over Rs. 1,000 CrOces and 
also that power shortage during 1983-84 
would be weJl over 10 per cent and the 
shortages facing the industry between 15-20 
per cent; 

(b) Government's specific estimates in 
this regard and figures of past experience in 
each of the last three years ; and 

(c) the position of power shortage in the 
first six months of 1983.84 ? 

1llB MINISTER, OF ENERGY (SHRI 
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P. SHrv SHANKAR): (a) Yes, Sir. 
Government's attention has been drawn to 
the said press report. 

(b) The overall energy shortage in the 
country in 1980-81. 1981-82 and 1982.83 was 
about 12.60/0' 10.8% and 9.2% respectively. 
Industrial production is dependent on several 
factors and it is difficult to qu nlify con-
clusively or on a reliable scientific basis the 
specific loss in production due to shortage 
of power alone. In monetary terms such 
losses have been estimated differentJ:y by 
different agencies and the figures mentioned 
in the said newspaper report appear to be 
much on the higher side. 

(c) The power shortage in the country 
during April to September, 1983 was 
12.50/0' 

~T 3\~ f~l.:T ;,n':j{thlT: oT'cl:("eT ~~, 

~ ~T lf~~ ~r~ ~ ~fCfi~ """~ ~ 
if +i~r ~r~ ~ ;:rrTlf .,~1 f'-fiIrT I ~~T~ 
lff; m lfRT ~ fcfl ~ if ~T Cfir cpqr , 
arR \3'~ CfllfT cpr q\if~ ij- ~TtT cpT +n~T 

~R ~T '"GfT ~. I ~fCfi., '1Cfim., ~ m 
f~ Cfi1 ~cp:fqi ~m f~~ rrcrT~ '1~ ~T 
~ \3'~ ~ ~~ ~~ CfiT ~lfT,{ ii~r ~ I 

it ~~iiT ~ R ~ ~,{GfiT 7 cpr OftRr 0f1-
lITii ~T ~? +i~T l1~G'-T ~ ~TGf "!iT 
~ eft ct1lf~?[ CfIT ~ I 

"Industrial production is dependent 
on several factors and it is difficult to . 
quantify conclusively or on a reliable 
scientific basis the specific loss in pro-
ductjon due to shortage of power 
alone." 

aretr&1 ~Glf, ~ it ~~T f.,lfT\ifti ~T 
~ ~ I ~~r ctT Cfl+rT «\3'WTifT it CflfT 

¥m;r ~ \~T ~. ~CfiT -sIT ~ a;~T;r 
~T ~m ~~ ~ 1 ~@ ap:~\jf ii~T ~ 
~ ~ m arrf~ f.;lfTiif., GfiT ar~ ro ~ I 

fq)~ lf~r lf~Glf ~ ~ I 

"In monetary terms such losses 
have been estimated differently by 
different agencies ... " 

What about the Government agencies? 
What about the Planning Commi sion ? 
What about the Ministry of Industry ? 

Then he goes on to sa • 

" ... the figures mentioned in the 
said newspaper r port appear to be mucli 
on the higher side. to 

it 9:~~ :q~T ~ ~~ fttnt 3l1T~ 
~T~ m~ , O'r ~Tlf~ ~~ cp;rr 1 ~ 
tn: \jru . at'T'1 SJClll~ ~T~ G~({? mer 
~T~ Cli1:1~ tfif \j~nm q;T ~fcr ~ ~~ ~­
ro ~ij"Cfir ~ ~T ~lfTt1T ~T ~ ? #"IT 
~~lf em- \ifCfTGf GT~-ltit~ <m1T ~ I 

It conceals more tban it reveals. 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR: The hon. 
Member had been himself the Foreign 
Minister. He knows much better the diplo-
matic answer , rather than me. 

att."lM ~: cH\if~r iifT, ~ OTftfifiT 
~m;;@m;;~~ I 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE : His 
question is perfectly all right. On the basis 
of tbat, he can become the Finance Minister. 

SHRI AT AL BIHARI VAJPA YEE : 
Not Energy Minister. I would not like to 
become the Energy Minister 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR: The fact 
of the matter is that the C. E. A. has been 
going into the losses that would occur be-
cause of tbe shortage of power. They have 
come to a certain stage ; but tbe final figures 
they have not been able to arrive at. 

~o §.~'f ffi'f): ~ ~ 
~~ +IT ~ ~ ;rllT ~, \3tlctIT ~ ...... . 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR: In fact, the 
studies by themselves are not complete. Por 
the previous years, where the studies were 
complete, I am prepared to give. OnJy for 
1980.81 they have been abJe to complete. 
For 1982-83 and 1983-84 their studies are not 
complete. But I was discussing with my 
of(icers. It is true; it might very rightly 
appear that I have tried to evade the answer. 
It mi,ght really appear to be so. There is 
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some truth in it. I would not like to deny 
it, because I am the author of this answer; 
but the fact of the matter is that we have 
not come to clear grips with the matter, i.e. 
as to what exactly are the 10 sese It is be-
cause of that. And when I di cuss with my 
officials, they categorically tell me that 
Rs. 7,000 crores is on the high side. I 
was trying to a k them to quantify it. They 
were saying that any quantificantion would 
b a quantifi.cation which wiJI not be 
correct. Therefore, they were not in a 
po ilion to do it. But th i part of it .. 

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYBB: 
Then how can you say that it is on the high 
ide? 

SHRIP. SHIV SHANKAR : That is on 
the basis of the discussions. On the basis 
of the discussions I had with them, they gave 
me that impression~ But I have asked them 
to complete it as earJy as pos ible. The 
moment it is complete, I will place it on the 
Table of the House. 

SHRI AT AL BIHARI VAJPA YEE : My 
econd supplementary: According to the 

statement, the overall energy shortage in the 
country in 1980-81 was about 12.6%; then 
it was reduced to some extent, and the figure 
was 10.8%, and then 9.2<J'o ; but again the 
shortage During April to September 1983 is 
to the tune of 12.5%. Does it mean that 
the performance is deteriorating, and all the 
fforts made by the Minister of Energy and 

.other agencies of the Government have been 
of no avail? And this relates to industry. 
What about agriculture ? 

If the overall position is to be taken, at the 
end of the year there is going to be a 
shortage of 8.9 per cent. This would be 
bringing down the shortage as compared to 
the last year when it was 9.2 per cent. I 
am aware that the generation during the last 
six months has not been according to our 
expectation for variegated reasons but it has 
started picking up, Actually, the perfor-
mance in the last month has not been quite 
good. So far as the agricultural sector is 
concerned, of course there are some States 
where there is no cut, but the overall position 
is that by and large seven to fourteen hours 
supply is now being given ... 

(Interruptions) 

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL What 
about Rajasthan? 

SHRI BHIKU RAM JAIN: Faridabad 
is not getting a single unit for the last one 
month. 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR: About 
Rajasthan the position is that fourteen hours 
supply per day to the agricultural consumers 

.. (Interruptions) •• 

SHRI KRISHNA KUMAR GOYAL: 
That is quite wrong information. 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR: I do not know 
in what sector it is but this is the information 
based on what I have received. If in any 
sector thi figure is not correct, then I will 
certainly take up with the State. Do yOu 
mean to say that for the whole of Rajasthan 
14 hours is wrong? 

SHRI KRISHNA KUMAR GOYAL: 
MR. SPBAKER: The demand is going As far as the agriculture is concerned, I 8m 

up. sure, they are not getting. 

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEB : But 
they are giving connections. Licences are 
being issued by Governm:-nt. If Government 
is not in a position to achieve the targets, 
why give more connections? 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR Sir, 
according to the target that has been fixed 
for 1983.84, we have to achieve 146 billion 
units of generation. Notwithstanding the 
fact that the first six months· performance 
has been what I have mentioned1 the position 
that is going to be at the end of the year 
would be 142.5 bjllion units of generation. 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR: Do you 
mean to say througout the State ? 

SHRI KRISHNA KUMAR GOYAL: 
Yes, throughout the State. 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR: Very well, 
I will ... .. (Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. Suraj Bha.n. 

~T tfttl~ 3fV~ : &11 'Uiif~~'l ii 
f~~~ CR: «~~~, ip:r)=tUglf ~ ~ 
~ I arfC:r ~ ~ ~ ~) 3TfI:r lf~t ~ ~T 
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~ ~, If<a atftT cpT iiCfT ~ ~fcp;f ~ ~T 
fu~~ ~f~ I 

SHRI VIRDHI CHANDER JAIN; In qT 0 m ~ : ~ c;p)fu~ aT ~~ 
my area only eight hours they are getting. ~ ~ 

p;ft ~a'T~ at\tCfT : ~ ~ ~fufT If 
8lTO ~~ Cfl~ ~ ~ I ~ «it Cfi~ arrfrGfm 
liT q-rf(1"fC'Cftr ctt iflCf ~ ~ . ••••• 

ata{~ qgT~: arriiT ~T ~ tn: Cfin:f-

ttl"'«'i an W ~ I ~ ~T qm'\ ~~ 
~1 

SHRI RAM PYARE PANIKA: Sir, if 
everyone is interested, there should be a 
general discussion so that we may also 
participate. 

MR. SPEAKER : But there is no •• 
time ... 

(lnturupptions) 

SHRI RAM PY ARE PANIKA: We 
can sit late hours ... (Interruptions) 

w:tt~ ~){tt : 3TPT crT ~o ~~ g, . 
~f~ GT~q;:r@ ~ I itt q"Hr S:~T ~~ 

~Tiif if@ ~. ~4Tfu'it CfiTfun--&-;:~ Cfi\CfT 
~ ~ I arn-"( tfTcn: ~tt fJ:P-ir.ft ~ crT siT~ 
~ffi~, srTSCf~ ~a-T ~ crT tP:tf~f(fit;c 

~T~,~~ amrr~ I 

This is the main crux: that is why the 
Minister is taking case of it. 

PROF. N. G. RANOA : ... questions 
and answers in addition to Calling 
Attention. 

~, atz~ fil~r(T ~H,q.lfT : ~11 f~f~U'l 
CfiT l1ttr .,~ 'f)'\ \~ ~, f~pr~T CflT +rj"lr 'f)~ 

~ ~ I ~ l1Ttn ~ fCfi 8, 9 q""(~ mi\if 
~rrll lf~ ~ij' ~~ ~ a-r tTCU ;;@ ~ ~r, 
~ :qr~ f~Cf'fT ~;;r1 ~ ~ fC{~ni' I 

~~ "~)<tlJ : ~ ij' ~ ~1 ffi' 
~~~T~I 

I do appreciate the anxiety of the hone 
Members Various States have beenfexperienc-
ing the power difficulty. I do not say that 
it is a rosy picture but what I was trying to 
bring to the notice of tbis hon. House ..• 
( Interruption). 

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE: It 
i a dismal picture. 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR: It is not 
that dismal. What I would like to put is 
that we will be achieving 142.5 billion units. 
That is what I submitted. Of course, upto 
September, the position was not very happy. 
In fact, I was myself distressed to find tbat 
last year while the plant load factor had 
gone upto 49.5 %, it has come down to 
45% now for various reasons, and we have 
been trying to find out how be t we can get 
over the problem. Inspite of that 142.5 
billion units would by achieved, but that 
would fatl short of the target by 3.S billion 
units. The demand stands at 155 billion 
units. From that point of view, we are not 
able to achieve 6.3%, and becau e of the 
shortage of generation, it is coming to 8.9%. 
This is because of various reasons, as I 
submitted. We are sorting out with the 
manufacturers of boilers, various State 
Electricity Boards, and looking into our own 
sh rtages. lam trying to contact ochand 
every State Electricity Boart for the purpose 
of better performance. Various difficulties 
are there, and over and above, the tran-
mission losses by themselve are more than 
15%. That means, it is not ooly a case of 
generation capacity being increased, it mu t 
a Iso be a case of plant load factor being 
increased, and the transmission Josses being 
checked. AU these factors have got to be 
taken care of. 

?~ '!'{ \lTPf: fGfij' ar~~ Cfi'T ~crTm 
~CJl"( ~ ~ CJ:~r mIT ~ or"'( ~ ~ 
GfffiT tfiT f;r fcn~ rrtrT ~, lim- q)~ ~ 
Cfi'T ~U ~ rr@ ~ tfT({ ~'I ~ ~ lit 
~l'iT ~ • Of181IT~r f~<itt il1 f~«raJ ~ ~ -
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f~ ~ if 28 ~n: ctiU~ lJ1J7t Cf;T 

"freT §3fT ~ ar"~ 4 ~ijff~ Cfi()~ ~qit CfiT 
~ ~ Cf;"T~ Cf;"VI'T ~ I lf~ a1 ~­
f~ ~'{ ~ ifft if ~ M qif ~ 
~~ ~ ~~ mm if m+f\'ur ~~ if ~ 
~ c?~~ if f~ ~T garr ~, ~ ~ 
ST~ ~t aFrf\ir 'FT i ifiVil ~ I ~ 
tfiT f~iI' \ifr~ ~rn:~, ar ~c:r if~ ~lfl~T 
~, 

~ +IT ~ ~ fCfi ~ ti~17.f ~\lfiiT 
if t:tiT~ ~q-fuc:T er~c: 19,666 trtt'fCflG 
CiiT '1T ~fCfiii' itm 'i~ an~n ~ fCfi 19,6" 6 
~ ctft iT'ifTlf 13 ~\jfn: ij' 14 ~n: i1m-
cne @ 3TT'T Cfi~ tf11iit I ~CflT CfiT~T ~T 

~ I ~ ~ffi crT iIlfw it ttCfi ~ ~ I CfllT 
cm~ Eft CfilfT ~ tIT ¢~ f6~~~ ~ 
~ a:rrq emc: tfii{l q if~l Cfi~ qyijit ? 
anftcn: s:~ ~~ CflfT ~, ~ arrer GfCfl~~ 

ar'~ cti(q:e ~i:re" OTPi GHH~t( .. Cft¥T",~ t( 

~~~'(I 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR: The target 
for generation for the 6th Plan fixed at 19666 
megawatt, as the hon. Member was pleased 
to ob erve, but the actual position at the 
end of the 6th Plan is likely to end up with 
14500 megawatts. 

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: Then, why 
have such an ambitious plan 1 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR: Notwith-
standing the observation made by the hon. 
Member, 1 wou1d not like to say that we have 
not been able to achieve much. We should be 
proud of our achievement, because at the 
end of 1979, the entire generating capacity in 
this country was only 28000 mega watts, and 
if we are achieving within these five years 
14500 megawatts, that means, that half of 
what existed in the country by the end of 
1979 is being expanded. That by itself is 
an achievement . It i true that we have not 
been able to achieve the target tbat we had 
fixed for variegated con traints. If you ask 
me, why we Planned that muchJ that, of 
Course, is a matter, Which has got to be gone 

into in the wider gamut. We will haVe to 
discuss it with the Planning Commission and 
so on and so forth . Various constraints 
come in the way, and because of that it has 
been reduced, but nonetheless, it is not a 
mean achievement. It is quite a good 
achievement in my submission, but I am 
still worried on two aspects. They are the 
plaut load factOr as well as the transmission 
losses. The country is going ahead with its 
development programmes. Both agricultural 
and industrial d velopment js taking place 
and it is difficult to keep pace, so far as 
generating capacity is concerned. We have 
lagged behind in our control; that is the sub-
mission I should like to make, so far as 
tbis part is concerned. So far as the 
loss on the agricultural side is 
concerned, I would be laying it on tbe 
Table of tbe House, because the estimate 
of losses bas not been clearly made, as I 
submitted earlier. 

SHRr CHANDRAJIT YADAV:. While 
appreciating- the truthfulness of the con-
fession of the hon. Minister that he has 
realised the shortfall, 'it is a very sad CO~ 
ment on the functioning of not only the ~ 
Ministry but the entire planning. We are 
not asking why you planned, but why you 
misplanned, really speaking. Tn the whole 
country today there is shortage of power 
from 10 to 12 per cent, which is not a small 
shortage. Now it bas been diSClosed that 
neither the Ministry, nOr the Planning Com-
mission, took the trouble of undertaking a 
really meaningful and serious study of the 
requirement and generation of power, which 
is the most important input of industrial, 
agricultural and all other kinds of pro-
duction jn th e country. It is not that you 
have gone much ahead, so far as generation 
of power is concerned, when you COmpare it 
with OUf rate of growth, which is much 
higber. Really speaking, we must match the 
higher rate of growth in other sectors ; it is 
not enough to say that in the past we had so 
much of generation and now · our efforts are 
increase it to a higher level. This type of 
arithmetical calculation does not lead us 
anywhere While F1CCI has been able to 
make a study of this shortage, neither the 
Ministry, nor the Planning Commission I has 
been able to do it. Therefore, in order to 
en ure that there will be no power shortage 
and that we wil1 be abJe to meet tho entitt 
requirements of the agricultural, industrial 
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and other sectors, will )OU set up a com-
mittee to make a proper study, in co. 
operation with the Planning Commis jon, so 
that the future planning wilJ be on right 
lines and there will be no shortage '1 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR : My hon. 
friend is asking a question with respect to 
the future. Before the Planning Commission 
comes to grip with the whole matter, it 
discusses the issue with my department, 
the Central and State Electricity Board 
as also the difficulties that we have 
been facing with reference to the generating 
capacity in the various States. Actually, 
my Ministry and myself had been trying to 
get in touch with each State Electricity 
Board that in many cases their performance 
has not been upto expectations. We have 
been trying to belp them out in different ways 
for the purpose of increasing their g~neration 
by taking up projects and proceeding with 
them. Still, there has been a lot of difficul-
ties. I am particularly finding difficulty 
with reference to the national grids and I 
do not know how to solve them. I have 
been entering into negotiations with the 
States in each region for that purpose, be-
cause in many States what is happening is 
that, wherever the Central super thermal 
power station is located, the State in which 
it is located would like to grab the entire 
power, not allowing it to go to the other 
States. These are my problems. The 
recommendation of the Rajadhyaksha Com-
mittee is that all 220 KY and 400 KY trans· 
mission lines should be totally under the 
management of the Central Government. We 
are engaged in discussions on this question 
but so far I have not met with any 
succeses. We are a huge country and our 
problems are many. With each State Elec-
tricity Board we have a different problem. 
When we suggest certain things, they say 
that their priority is different from what we 
suggest. Some of the State Electricity Boards 
are also raising the question about their 
power. So it is a very complex question. I 
am not trying to magnify this issue. But 
the f~ct remains that within the resources 
constraint, within the parameters that we 
have, we are doing our best and as I 
submitted if we are achieving 14,500, his 
achievement also is with the co· operation of 
the Electrioity Boards and this is by itself 
on mean an achievement as I submit. 

MR. SPEAKER : Shri R. L. P. Verma. 
Absent. 

Shri Lakshman Mallick. 

Closing down of Iron ore Mine in Bib r 
and ori 

*288. SHRI LAKSHMAN 
MALLICKt 
SHRI R.L.P. VERMA: 

Will the Minister of LABOUR AND 
REHABILITATION be pleased to lay a 
statement showing: 

(a) whether it is a fact that many iron 
ore mines have clo ed down in Bihar and 
Orissa and many may close down soon as 
the ore produced will not be exported as 
per requirement of buyers from Paradip 
port thus laying off about one lakh people; 

(b) if so, the steps being taken to 
forestall the layoff of about ODe Jakh 
people; and 

(c) the details regarding the steps Go ~ 
vernment are taking in respect of the large 
number of Adivasi workers who have been 
rendered jobless as well as the plan of 
Government to improve the conditions in 
those mines ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND REHA-
BILITATION (SHRI DHARMA VIR) : 
(a) to (c) A statement is laid on the 
Table of the House. 

Iron ore industry is faced with a- crisis 
because of the reduced pr()Curement of iron 
ore by the M.M.T.C. from the Eastern 
region mainly due to world.-wide recession 
in steel industry, heavy reduction of demand 
from foreign buyers and non·increase of 
demand from indigenous steel plants. How-
ever, de5!pite those constraints and huge inven-
tories of iron ore already with MMTC, 
MMTC is presently continuing procurement 
of iron ore from this region for some more 
time. 

The following major steps have been 
taken by the Government to avert closure 
of iron ore mines and consequent unemploy-
ment of workers :-

(i) MMTC have been asked to explore 




