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SHRI GHANI KHAN

CHOUDHURY :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have categorically
and clearly stated that there is no need
of doubling, because there is no cons-
traint,

A'BOA'

MR. SPEAKER : He is asking about
som: special trains or express trains to
be diverted.

SHRI A.B.A. GHANI KHAN
CHOUDHURY : Most of the trains
are diverted in this routc and tae
Shahdara-Tapri route, which was con-
verted from Narrow Gauge. Now we
normally usc this line for the goods
traffic and Ghaziabad-Saharanpur Tapnt
line is used for fast and passcoger trains.

Schemes for the welfare of old aged people

*¥356. SHRI K. PRADHANI . Will
the Minister of SOCIAL WELFARE be
plcased to state :

(a) whether a signmficaut demogra-
phic change in the country rocorded by
the 1981 ccnsus is the discovery that the
increase in thc population of the age
group of 60 and above has becn highest;

(b) whether this population of the
aged has not so far been a priority with
the country’s planncrs;

(c) whether Government have under
consideration or have formulsicd any
plan to look aftcr some of the main
problems like hcalth, incom:, isolation
and accommodation faced by the elderly;
and

(d) if so, the broad outlines thereof
and in what shape and manner it is
proposed to be implemcnted in the States
and Union Territories ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF
THE MINISTRIES OF EDUCATION
AND CULTURE AND SOCIAL
WELFARE (SHRIMATI  SHEILA
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KAUL : (a) Yes, Sir. The increase in
population in the age group 60 in the
period 1971 to 1981 is 34.879, as
compared to 24.69%, in the general
population.

(b) The elderly constitute about 6 per
cent of the total population and their
care has not been a major problem in
thc country.  Most familics take care
of their elder members, The elderly
population in the organised sector are
cligible for rctirement bencfits.  The
destitute cld are covered by Old Age
Pensions. The Cential and State Govern-
ments support voluntaiy organisations
working for the welfare of the aged.

(¢) and (d) : Progranmumes in all the
social service scctors like health, housing
income gencration, welfarc, aie meant
for the entire population including the
aged. No special programmes have
been formulated for the aged separately.

SHR1 K. PRADHANI : The Minister
in her reply has stated that old and
destitutle persons are taken care of by the
old age pensions scheme.  May | know
from the hon. Ministey whether all the
States and Union Territories of this
country arc implemcnting these schemes ?
1f not, what arc the States and Union
Territories implementing this old age
pension scheme, and what is the rate of
remuneration pet month ?

SHRIMATEF SHEILA KAUL : The
list of Statcs that give old age pensions,
and the number of beneficiaries is a
long one, but I am prepared to read it :

Andhra Pradesh @ 1,67,361  benefici-
aries getting a pension of Rs. 30/- p.m;
Assam : 15,000 beneficiaries—Rs. 60/-
p-m. ; Bihar ; 22,53,486—Rs, 30/- pm. ;
Gujarat 6,589—Rs.  30/- p.m. ;
Haryana 18.120— Rs. 60/- pm. ;
Himuchal Pradesh : 45,649 —Rs, 50/-

p-m. ; Jammu & Kashmir : 5640 —
Rs. 60/- p.m. ; Karnataka : 3,83,869—
Rs. 40/- p.m, ; Kcrala 57,838 —

Rs. 55/- p.m- ; Madhya Pradesh

Figures regarding the number of persons
getting the pension is not available, but
the pension amount is Rs. 60/- p.m. ;
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Maharashtra : 2,93,848—Rs. 60/- p.m. ;

Manipur 1123—Rs, 60/- p.m. ;
Meghalaya 1150—Rs. 60/- p.m. ;
Nagaland 1100—Rs. 60/- p.m. ;

Orissa : 96,326 —Rs, 40/- p.m. ; Punjab :
1,08,960—Rs. 50/- p.m.; Rajasthan :
75,000 —Rs. 40/- p.m. ; Sikkim : 297—
Rs. 50/. p.m. ; Tamil Nadu : 1,99,339—
Rs. 35/- p.m, ; Tripura : 59]4—Rs. 30/-
p.m. ; Uttar Pradesh : 55,363 —Rs. 60/-
p.m. and West Bengal—30,000—
Rs. 30/- p.m,

Should | continue, Sir ?

MR. SPEAKER : You can place it
on the Table of the House,

SHRI K. PRADHANI : The Minis-
t:r in her reply has also stated that the
Central and State Governments  are
supporting some voluntary organizations
working flor the old people, May 1
have the details of some organizations
which are working for the welfare of the
clderly pcople ?

SHRIMATI SHEILA KAUL : There
arc 279 voluntary organizations working
for the bencfit of the aged people.

They run homes and offer assistance
to the aged in their own way.
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SHRI K. RAMAMURTHY
section constitutes 34 per cent  of the
total population. Fortunately, in our
Indian society, we are having a joint
family system and that is why
this has not bccome a big problem
to us, But, in future, we have to look
into it in view of the bu'k number of
people who are counstituting our popu-
lation, From the reply 1 find that
there is no uniform quantum of rate for
pension to these people. Will the
Central Government come forward to
specily or notify the uniform rate to
them and also the farming part of the
agricultural population which is out of
this 34 per cent but constitutes more
than 80 per cent 7 Will they introduce
the retirement benefit  for those agricul-
tural workers ?

This
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PROF. N.G. RANGA : Mr, Speaker,
Sir, 1 feel ashamed of myself and my
society that such is the plight of the
pensioners.

MR. SPEAKER : We
you.

arc proud of

PROF. N G, RANGA : Itis very
bad that the pension  should be as bad
as Rs, 30 tn Rs 406, that is being grant-
c¢d on pension. | do not know how my
hon, fiiend the Munister concerned feels
about it. | am glad that Mr. Rama-
murthy has drawn our attention to
agricultural  workers and their plight.
1 com= across very o'd people, widows
and widowers, who are completely help-
I+ss. They are rot able to help th-m-
selvas, they  are not able to beg also.
Such people th:y comz and ask for pen-
ston, to ask the State Government or
the Union Governments., But what is
the Union Government doing in order
to supnlement what little the State
Government is doing today ? [ would
like my hon, friend to persuade the
Planning Commission and the Govern-
mcnt as a whole to see that they supple-
mant whatever is doae by the State
Governments.  The Central Govern-
ment should share whatever the State
Governments are doing.

WY FATTH I G AT A LT
gTET WITEE T F T AT AT |

SHRIMAT!I SHEILA KAUL : The
hon, Mecmbar has asked what the
Central Government is doing. As |

said, we have requested the States to
increasc their pensions to the aged and
to bring them at per with others also.

PROF. N.G. RANGA : What about
ourselves 7 What about the Govern-
ment of India ?  What is it doing ?

SHRIMATI SHEILA KAUL : This
is the concern of the States.
PROF, N.G. RANGA : Why should

it be the concern of the State Govern-
ments alone 7 Why not of the Govern-
ment of India ? Why should not they™
not share 40 to 50 per cent of it with
the State Goverment or do something ?
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SHRIMATI SHEILA KAUL : If
thvy are employed in one place they get
thzir pension from that State only.

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER : Shri G.Y.
Krishnan. Absent, Shri Manohar Lal

Saini,

More Tar in Ingian Cigarcttes than
Forcign Cigr..ttes and Restric-
tion on their Advertisements

*¥358. SHRI MANOHAR LAL
SAINI . W:lf the Minister of HEALTH
AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to

sidle;

(a) whother it is a fact that Indian
cigarettes contain more tar as  against
that contained in foreign cigarcttes;

(b) if so, whither there is any pro-
posai before the Government 1o ask the
manufacturers to reduce the tar and
nicotine and to specify o the packet of
cigarctte an bold letters the contents of
tar ag\.d ni.otine; and

(¢) whether Government projfos¢ to
impose  restrictions on  the cigarette
advertisements and ask the manufacturers
1o give two counter advertisementis on
the harmful etfects of smoking ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE (KUMARI
KUMUDBEN M. JOSHI) : (a) Some
studies done in this field indicate that
the tar content of the Indian Cigarcttes
is fairly high,

(b) No such immediate proposal is
before the Government.

(¢) The mcdias under the Govern-
ment like All India Radio and Door-
darshan have stoppced accepting adver-
tisements for cigarettes, It has also
been decided to” stop accepting adver-
tisements for cigarettes in the Asiad
Stadia at Delbi. However there is no
immediate proposal to prohibit all
advertisements in general or to give two

counter-advertisements on the harmful
effects of smoking. The Government
proposes 10 coasider in detail the
manner in which all types of tobacco
use, including smoking, could be con-
trolled after taking all relevant factors
into consideration.

W HANGT T GHY ¢ qeOeT AP,
SFa1g 7 #rar g f& adfla fams § ax
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