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Prawn Cultivation 

406. HRI 
GOwn Will 

GRICULTURE 
ate: 

IL N. NANJ E 
the . I Minister of 

b plea 'ed to 

(a) whether Government are 
aware that th coastal farmers during 
the la t three y ar have shown 
pre~ renc and are switching over 
from culti tion to lucrative prawn 
cultivation; 

(b) wheth r Gov rnment pend 
huge urn of m on y {; r the con truc-

r 
tion of bund for prev nting aline 
water to come in and the co t of 
maint nance is qually high and is 
n t omm nsuarate with crop gr wn 
<>n these lands; 

(c) wheth r in many coa tal 
tat, finding prawan cultivation 

mor profitable, the farm rs th m-
elves are cutting th bunds and are 

allowing the sea water to submerge 
their field so that prawn can be 
gown; 

(d) if so, whether Government 
would ch c.k bund cutting but 
encourage prawn cultivation if it is 
ucrative to the farmers; and 

(e) if s , wh th r an c ntral 
'Sch m . wilJ b formulat d to bring 
mor ar as under thi n w cultivation 
and the a sistanc that will be given 
o coa tal tates for thi purpose 

during th ixth Plan period ? 

MI I T R OF TATE 
IN THE MINI 'fRIES 0 AGRI-
CULTUR E A D RURAL DE-
VELOPMENT (SHRI R . V . 

WAMIN THAN) (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) No information is available 
about the money spent on the 
construction and maintenance of 
bunds. However, construction of 
bunds is being taken up under an 
F AO project in the underbans 
area of West Bengal. As regards 
the cost benefit ratio between the 
expenditure on bund contruction and 
maintenance and the income from 
the crops grown, no specific study 
has been conducted. 

(c) and (d). No report has be n 
received by this Ministry in this 
behalf. However, saline water is 
allowed to flood fields, wherever 
feasible, during off-season to take 
additional crop of prawn and fish. It 
is for the State Governments to pre-
vent illegal cutting of bunds. It is 
the policy of the Government 
to encourage prawn culture which is 
lucrative to the farmers. 

( e ) Yes, Sir. Gov rnment pro-
po to introduce a Centrally Spon-
sor d Scheme during the Sixth Plan 
to help coa tal tates for und rtaking 
prawn and brackishwater fish cul-
ture in areas suitable for brackish-
water aquaculture. A .project with 
UNDP ~sitance on coastal engi-
neering is being proposed during 
the ixth Plan for Developing 
bracki hwater acquauclture farms. 

Commercial Felling of Forest 
Trees 

*407. DR. VA ANT KUMAR 
P ANDIT : Will the Minister of 
AGRICUL TUE be pleased to lay 
a 5tatement hawing: 

(a) whether Government have 
warned the States against" om-
mercial :6 lling" of {; rest trees; 

(b) if so, their res onse and 
what 'machinery ha b ~en t u to 
keep vigilence in this reSpp.d; ~d 

(c) the approximate number of 
trees felled throughout the country 
during 1979, 1980 and Ig81, due to 




