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under review. Construction of new
pipeline teiminals, such as those
at Bijwasan, Ambala and Jullundur;
augmentation of railway head depot
tankages and facilities; development
of the retail net work by puting up
more petrol and ESD retail outlets,
etc. are some of the measures
designed to further streamline the
distribution machinery. In regard
to LPG, domestic availability is
expected to increase substantially in
the coming mooths with the com-
missioning. of an LPG plant 1n
Duliajan (Assam) and of the catalytic
crackers under completion at
Mathura and Koyali (Gujarat).

Oil Struck near Ahmedabad

*173. SHRI MADHAVRAO
SCINDIJA : Wili the Minister of
PETROLEUM, CHEMICALS AND
FERIILIZERS be pleased to state :

(a) whethet it is afact that oil has
been struck in a new ficld near
Ahme abad in Gujarat ;

(b) if so, what is the estimated
reserve of oil and gas 1in the new
field ; and

(c) what steps are being taken
for fuller exploration and exploitation
of the reserves in the area 7
THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM,
CHEMICAS AND  FERTILI-

ERS (SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR):
(a) Qil has recently been found dur-
ing preliminary production testing in
Ognej well No. | on a small new
structure near Ahmedabad in
Gujarat.

(b) The production potential of
the a.ea will be known after detailed
testing of the well has been carried
out.

(¢) Further cxploration and ex-
ploitation strategy would depend on
the results of the detailed testing.
Telephone channels through insat-IA

*¥]176. SHRI CHINGWANG
KONYAK :

SHRI BALASAHEB
VIKHE PATIL :
Will the Minister of COMMUNI-
CATIONS be pleased to state :
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(a) whether itis a fact that the
Indian National Satellite IA would
help expansion of  Tlelephone
channels ;

(b) i so, the areasto be benefited
from the expansion of the telephone
channels and the time when the same
will become operational ; and

(¢) what steps are proposed to
reruce the congestion and other
problems arising out of the shorten-
ing of the INSAT-1A ?

THE MINISTER OF COMMU-
NICATIONS (SHRI C. M. SIE-
PHEN) : (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Twenty Eight earth station at
Calcutta, Delhi, Madras, Bombay,
Shtllung, Jaipur, Lucknow, Jullundur
Patna, Bhubaneshwar, Hyderabad,
Ahmedabad, Ernakulam, Srinagar,
Jodhpur, Bhvj, Panjim, Minicoy.
Gangtok, Itanagar, Kohima, Imphal
Agartala, Leh, Port RBlair, Aizwal,
Kavaratti and Car Nicobar are being
connected in the Satellite network.
Test operations have already started.

(¢) The on-orbit life of INSAT-
IA spacecraft is now expected to be
about 2.5 years. Sccond Sate'lite
INSAT-1B launch is scheduled for the
4th July, 83.
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