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SHRI B. V., DESA]I: These are all the
temedies of course, but we are seeing
floods and drought are our every-year fea-
tures. There are certain Plans and if our
Agriculture Minister would care to take
them out and ree that they are imple-
mented it will be very helpful, that is,
the flood control measures inter-related to
drought-prone areas, to see if the excess
water of the flood-effected areas could be
diverted to drought-prone areas so that
roth the situations can be brought under
control. And in that direction, there are
many plans and will the bon. Minister
assure us that he will take up at least a
portion of it or a start will be made in
this regard ?

PROF. N. G. RANGA : Rajasthan
Canal,

SHR1 M. RAM GOPAL REDDY:
Ganga-Kaveri link.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH : 1t is all

an inter-related one.

I made a mention in my statement
about inst;uctions being issued through
Irrigation Ministry in this regard. Meet-

ings are held from time to time with the
htate Governments concerned for taking
«<p extension of irrigation projects and for
carly implementation. The Rajasthan
Canal also only a few days back was dis-
cussed by the Chief Minister and other
Mini-ters of Rajasthan with the Fipance
Minister in my presence and we are try-
ing to help Rajasthan to find more funds
for early completion of the Rajasthan

Canal. That is all I can say.

PROF. N. G. RANGA : What about
Narmada project ?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: rose.

MR. SPEAKER: We have a discus

sion later on.

Shri Anantha Ramulu Mallu.

SHRI ANANTHA RAMULU MALLJ

Question No. 327.
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PROCUREMENT OF WHEAT

*327. SHRI ANANTHA RAMULU
MALLU : Will the Minister of AGRI-

CULTURE be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that the wheat
procurement has been very tardy and the
procurement of adequate quantity is not
likely to be achieved;

(b) if so, the details regarding the rea-
sons therefor and the names of the States
where procurement of wheat has not been
satisfactory; and

(c) the anticipated shortfall in the pro-
curement and its likely impact on the buf-
fer stock and the public distribution ys-
tem vis-a-vis its prices ?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND
CIVIL SUPPLIES (RAO BIRENDRA
SINGH) : (a) and (b) No, Sir. During
the current markcting season, as reported
upto 28th July, 1982, a quantity of 7.64
million tonnes of wheat has been procur-
ed as against 6.45 million tonnes in the
corresponding period of the last season.
However, in Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh the wheat procurement is
lower than thc last year.

(c) The higher level of wheat procure-
ment has resulted in the replenishment of
stocks. This will help in mantaining the
public distribution system, which has a
sobering effect on prices.

SHRI ANANTHA RAMULU MALLU:
f would like to kpoow from the hon.
Minister as to what are the reasons for
short procurement in Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. TIs it because
of shortfall in production or because of
the lazinesm in the procuremest agencies ?
Or has it something to do with the un-
remune ;ative prices given to the farmers ?
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RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: Prices
given to the farmers are the same all over
the country and there has been the second
best procurement of wheat this year.

We have alresdy procured 7.6 million
tonnes of wheat as against the previous
highest procurement achieved of 8 million
tonnes in 1978-79. But, the total pro-
curement of foodgrains this year both
rice and wheat put together has exceeded
even the previous highest figure of 1978-
79. Wheat and ricc put together so far
procured during this year is 14.8 million

tonnes as against 14.3 million tonnes in thr
full year 1978-79.

Our achicvement is a record achieve-
ment in spite of some damage to the
wheat crops due to untimely rains. Pun-
jab, Haryana and other States which have
been helping us in procurement have done
so well that it cannot be said that on
account of unremunerative prices in Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh and other places pro-
curement has been less than that of last
year.

1 can agree that there might have been
some shortfall in production on account
of deficient rainfall and drought conditions
in parts of these States which have not
procured well. But the main reason prob-
ably is the lack of interest on the part of
the State Governments in the procure-
ment drive.

MR. SPEAKER : Mr. G. Y. Krishnan.

SHRI ANANTHA RAMULU MALLU :
I have my second supp.ementary, Sir.

MR. SPEAKER : What is the second
one ? There will be a di-cus-ion today on
this very subject.

SHR1 ANANTHA RAMUIU MALLU :
My wecond supplementary is : is it also a
fact that the farmer are getling a better
price compand to the procurement price
and s there al:0 any target fixed for this
year for the procurement of wheat ?

If 0o what is the achievement ?

RAw+ BIRENDRA SINGH : No targets
were fixed Statewiwe. But, we have been
trying to maximise the procurement. If
the farmers get a higher price from the
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agencies other than Government agencitt,
they are allowed to xell it 10 anybody they
like. But it is mainly with a view to
-tabiliss the fom! prices and to help the

farnwis 10 uwet a remunerative return  for
their produce that this Policy has been
adopted by Government Farmer, appre-

ciated 1. Thal i= why so much wheat has
be=n sold to Govrrnment agencies.
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DEVELOPMENT 01 TRACTOR OPERATED
SUGAR-CANE HARVESTING MACHIME

329. DR. KRUPASINDHU BHOIL:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

plemsed to state :

(a) whather tractor operated wugarcane
harvesting machine has been designed and

developed by the engineers of the Institute

of Sugarcane Research. Lucknow;





