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Conference of Revenue Ministers of States

%116. SHRI K. T. KOSALRAM:
SHRI RAMAVATAR SHASTRI:

Will the Minister of RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT be pleased to state:

(a) the decisions taken at the rtecent
Conference of State Revenue Ministers held
in New Delhi for speedy, implementation
of land reforms and distribution of sur-
plus lands; and

(b) the action proposed to be taken
thereon?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRIES OF AGRICULTURE AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT {SHRI
BALESHWAR RAM): (a) State Govern-
ments have been reguested to expedite dis-
tribution of ceiling surplus land and to this
end, take steps to secure quicker disposal of
cases pending in courts. They have also
been requested to adopt various measures
for updating land records.

{b) Implementation of land reforms is
the responsibility of the State Governments
who are taking appropriate steps on the
lines of the suggestions made at the Con-~
ference,

Steps to Imcrease Food Produciion

*117. SHRT H. N. NANJE GOWDA;
SHRI K. LAKAPPA:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE he
Pleased to state:

(a) whether according to a study conduct-
ed by the International Food Policy Re-
search Imstitute (IFPRI), India’s foodgrain
production is unstable despite impressive
increases in foodgrains;

(b) whether it is also a fact that due to
unprecedented floods and drought -in the
country, the fooq output remains nnstable
despite increases; and

(c) if so, steps taken/proposed to be
taken to stabilise the increased food output
in the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRIES OF AGRICULTURE AND
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT (SHRI R. V.
SWAMINATHAN): (a) Yes, Sir. A
study entitled “Instability in Indian Food-
grains Production” by Peter B. R. Hazell
at the Interpational Food Policy Research
Institute, has pointed to the unstable nature
of foodgrain production in the country
despite impressive increases. The  Stody
however clearly underlines that “A large
pary of the increase in production instabi-
lity probably has to be accepted as a
necesary consequence of successful agricul-
tural growth”,

(b} Due (o cffects of droughts and floods

from. time to time food production is
affected.

.{c) It has been the constant endeavour
of the Government 10 increase and stabilise
the production of foodgrains. The various
measures taken in this direction are as fol-
lows:—

(i) Extending irrigation facilities 10
unirrigated areas and eflicient utilization
of the available water resources;

(ii) Introduction of high-yieldinz and
shory duration varieties of crops;

(iii) Adaption of improved technology
including water harvesting and moisture
conservation, for cultivation of crops in
drylands and under rain-fed condilions;

(iv) Timely availability of various
farm inputs to the farmers;

(v) Increased and balanced nse of
fertilizers;

(vi) Regular monitoring of diesel and
eleciric power supplies for irrigation
purposes;

(vii) Intensive ecxtension cfforts to
bring about transfer of technology at
the farm level;

(viii) Extension of credit facilities 10
the farmers; and

(ix) Implementation of contingency
production plans to mitigate the adverse
effects of drought ang floods;
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