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tion in the telecasts of news and views mld ' 
cited details of functions organised by DYFI 
and SFI alleged to have not been covered 
by Doordarshan Kendra, Calcutta. It also 
alJeged that dur ing the last Panchayat Ele-
ctions in West Bengal, Doordarshan Kendra, 
Calcutta had given wider coverage to the 
activities of Congress-I in its news bu1l4tins. 
In addition, demands like giving due cover-
age t mass organisations while catering for 
news and views; stopping critici~m of tbe 
policies of the State Government of West 
Bengal; associating State Government with 
policy making relating to as well as func-
tioning of TV; tarting a second channel 
for National Programme of Doordarshan 
and pending that, reducing its duration to 
one hour; careful selection of feature films 
to be telecast on TV and encouraging local 
talcnt for making programmes for Doordar-
shan were al 0 included in the memoran-
dum. 

News casts from all Doordarsban Kendras 
is governed by the Guidelines laid down by 
the Government to e.nsure accuracy, objec-
tivity, impartiality and balanced repre enta-
tion to the activities of all parties, groups as 
well as events. Doordarshan Kendra, Cal-
cutta originates and telecasts only one daHy 
news bulletins in Bengali ~ the duration of 
which is J 0 minutes. Within this limited 
time, a balance is maintained, on fhe one 
hand, between major national and inter-
national news and local and regional news 
and, on the other, between political news 
and ocial, cultural and developmentai news. 
Thus, at any given point of time, events" 
whether political or otherwise, are included 
in the news bulletins depending on their 
relative news-worthiness vis-a-vis other con-
temporary events. As regards the activities 
of the West Bengal Committees of Democra-
tic Youth Federation of India and Student 
Federation of India, some important func-
tions organised by them were covered by 
Doordarshan Kendra, Calcutta. During the 
last Panchayat Elections in West Bengal due 
representation was given to the activities of 
all recognised political partie~ including the 
parties in tbe Left Front as well as Congress-
I. During the tbree weeks preceding the 
Elections, the Chief Minister of West Bengal 
State, his Cabinet colleagues and other 
leaders of Left Front figured five times i~ the 

n w telecasts of Doord'arshan Kendra, 
Calcutta while Central and State Congre$s-l 
leaders figured two times. Regarding educa-
tional policy of the Government of West 
Bengal, Doordarshan Kend ,Calcutta had 
organised a discussion in which a spokes-
man of the Sta'te Goyernment also partici-
pated to put forth the Government's point 
of view. There was no criticism by Doo'r .. 
darshan of the educational policy of the 
State Government. State Governments are 
always- consulted always consulted on various 
policy issues relating to media units, in-
cluding TV, through annual conferences as 
well as di cussion, exchange:of letters, etc. In 
addition, Doordarshan Kendra, Calcutta, 
as well as other Doordarsban Kendras; have 
Programme Advisory Committees in which 
representatives of State Governments are 
included Regarding the dem od for a second 
channel for National Programme, the ques-
tion of starting a second channel is being 
looked into by a' Working €Jroup of experts 
set up by the Government. The report of the 
Working Group is awaited. Keeping in view 
the suggestions- received from various State 
Governments in this regard, steps are being 
taken to improve the quality of the National 
Programme and widen its - acceptabiJity. 
Duly constituted Committees of officials of 
Doordarshan take necessary care to see that 
fe(lture films of good quality are selected 
for telecast by Doordarshan. All possible 
efforts are made to encourage 10ca11 talents 
for production of programmes for Door-
darshan. 

*'31. J!Il1' f~Cf mOT Cfqi : 

&11' +t~('" ",itt' : 
CflfT ~~) ~~ Gf~;:r tflr ilqJ tflm 

fif;: 

( tfl) ~lfr tr{ctll1: ctlT 6ltT'f f~'ft~ 2 8 ~if, 
1 9 ~ 3 ~ H~~" if ~t$o 3 q~' tI qrortma-, 
~. q"r. if ~r\ifz;r fCf~Tan mr '1rft f'fmcra-" 
~Cfl« STCflTrncr «qT~ CflT arR R~ 
'fllT ~ ; 

(Q") ~~, ef) i"~~ it ~¥t '~(;f iii\' 



Written Answers JUt Y 26, 1983 Written Answers 68 
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Production of LoP.G. and Shortage of 
Cylinders 

* 32. SHRI BALASAHEB VIKHE 
PATIL: Will the Minister of ENERGY be 
pleased to state : 

(a) whether the production of LPG in the 
country during the current financial year is 
expected to be substantia lly more than that 
was achieved during the last year; 

(b) whether despite this favourable situa-
tion, Government may not be able to give 
new LPG connections to a very large number 
of pending applicants because of shortage 
of cylinders as the present procurement is 

' only 1.9 million cylinders against the 2.4 
millions in the previous year; 

(c) if so, whether Government propose 
to encourage new manufacturing units to 
come up or to have these cylinders manufac-
tured in the public sector ; and 

(d) if not, whether Government would 
resort to imports and what is the total pend· 
ing requirement for LPG connections and 
how much of it will be adversely affected as 
a result of the cylinders shortages ? 

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY (SHRI 
P. SHIV SHANKAR): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The release of new LPG connections 
depends on several factors such as the 
availability of bottling plants, storage facili-
ties, transport systems, dealership network 
etc. and not only just availability of cylin-




