LOK SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA

—

Thursday, October 7, 1982/Asvina 15,
1904 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]
‘ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
viral fever and Malaria in Delhi

* 62. SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY:

SHRI SANAT KUMAR
MANDAL.

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to
state:

¢a) whether it is a faet that Delhi
is facing serious problem from viral
fever anq malaria recently;

(b) if so, what are the reasons for
the same;

(c) whether it is alsp a fact that for
viral flu, there is no prescribeq medi-
cine either for its cure or its preven-
tion; and

(d) if so, what Government propose
to do to check the menace from viral
fever and malaria?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTF AND
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI B. SHAN-
KARANAND): (a) and (b). No, Sir.
There has, however been some in-
crease’ recently in the incidence of
dengue fever in the Capital which is
now on the decline.  Compared to last
year, malaria incidence this year has
gone down significantly.
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(c) Only symptomatic treatment of
the viral fever is possible.

(d) Anti-mosquito measures such as
fogging operationg and anti-larval
measures, which  are effective  both
against malaria vector and dengue
virug vector, have been intensified in
the Capital. The surveillance opera-
tiong for malaria under the National
Malarig Eradication Programme, such
as collection of bloog smear in fever
cases, their examination and the radi-
cal treatment in positive cases, have
been geareq up. Adequate stocks of
anti-malarial, analgesic and anti-pyre-
tic drugs have been provided to health
institutions run by Government and
Local Bodies.

Through the media of Television,
Radio, Press cinema slides, etc. inten-
sive health education measures have
been undertaken advising public what
they should do themselves for the
check of the. transmission of the
disease. :

MR. SPEAKER: Before I ask Shri
Choubey to put his supplementary......

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY: Mr.
Speaker, Sir. ...

MR. SPEAKER: All right, 1T will do
it afterwards.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY: Sir,
the answer clearly depicts the con-
tempt with which the Health Ministry
looks upon the common peOple of
Delhi. Thousandg and thousands of
people are suffering from malaria and
dengue fever. When even many of the
Hon. Members of Parliament like Shri
Rajan could not come and many sons
and daughters are still suffering, the
Minister has very kindly replied that
the same ig not a serious problem. So,
I would first like to understand with
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how many people being attacked in
Delhi with Dengue 'will pose a serious
problem. 1t is like, Sir, Nero, who had
been fiddling when Rome was burn-
ing. The Minister, 1 am sure, has only
repeated what some bureaucrats wrote
for him. A man elected by the people
cannot give such a reply. The Minister
only repliej what some bureaucrats
wrote for him, as if, he accepts the
problem as serious, the Government's
prestige woulq come down. Any how,
Sir, Dengue attack thig year has sur-
passeqg all records. Shri A. N. Rai
Chowdhury, Director of the National
Institute of Communicable Diseases
tolg the C.N.S. the other day that the
sample survey conducted by them in
Ansari Nagar and Kidwai Nagar on
3,100 inhabitants showed that 225 per-
sons iLe. 7.3 per cent persons of that
area were affecteq by Dengue?

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY: Sir,
he ig supplementing the Minister’s
work. The Minister hag not done his
home-work ang he has done his home
work.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBRY: 8ir,
I would ask through you bhow many
types of Dengue virus are there in the
country? What type of Dengue virus
has affecled this time? How many
persong in Delhi based on the figures
of hospitals, outdoor dispensaries and
private practitionerg have been attack-
ed with Dengue? And in your answer

you have stated that mosquito killing

operations have resulteq in giving you
certain gainful results. I would like
to know whether you have received
complaints or not that the mosquito
killing operations which are being con-
ducted by you are not heing conducted
very seriously and whether you 'want
to try to do something better on this
or not?

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY: How
come that no Minister has got this
fever so far?

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: Sir,
there is only one type of Dengue virus
and it is called ‘Dengue virus’.
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SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY: What
typg of Dengue?

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: Dengue
virug ig the only one type. .

SHRI CHITTA BASU: It has got ne
sub-caste, It hag only caste.

SHR] B. SHANKARANAND: It has
its own caste. I should say that Den-
gue Virug is a self-limiting fever. The
fever lastg for five to seven days irres-
pective of the fact whether you give
or don't give medicine. And there are
no deaths due to Dengue fever.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE. No
deaths_, but due to pain one may com-
mit suicide.

MR. SPEAKER: It is a purifying
fever.

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: I have
not received a report of such a suicide.

Sir, S$hri Choubey hag asked about
the numbers. When there was a spurt
of fever of unknown origin, the Na-
tional Institute of Communicable Di-
seaes conducteg a survey in August;
and they have found the numbers due
to fever of unknown origin. In may
1982 they have found 626; in June,
1982—720. in July, 1982—675.

SHR] NARAYAN CHOUBEY: Quoie
numbers.

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: [ am
giving you the numbers. And these
are figureg of fever of unknown erigin.
He asked about the figures of private
medical practitioners and out-door pa-
tients. I don’t have the figures of pri-
vate medical practitioners and outdoor
patients.

Mr. Choubey has said that fhig is a
note given by the bureaucrats, and
that if the Minister is a representative
of the people, he would not have done
it. Mr. Choubey should know that
when I speak, I give the facts to the
House, and I have no intention to mis-
leag the House. 1 have now been in-
formeq that though there is only one

e



5 ¢ Ovel Aidwiers

type of dengue fever, it has itg differ-
ences, viz. D-1, D-2, D-3 and D-4.
Thege are technical terms, about
which I do not know anything. I do
not know.

THE MINISTER OF SHIPPING
AND TRANSPORT (SHRI C. M.
STEPHEN): But all cause the same
fever.

L 4
SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: But all
these cause the same fever, and there
ig no treatment and there is no drug
directly to treat the dengue fever.

SHRI C. M. STEPHEN: Better not
waste money on drugs.

MR. SPEAKER: Is it so only in allo-
pathy or in homoeopathy and ayurveda
also? 1 understand that in homoeo-
pathy there is g treatment.

SHR1 B. SHANKARANAND:. I zm
coming to that. Homoeopaths and
ayurvedic scholars have claimed that
they have medicines to treat these fe-
vers; and they gay they are treating
them. But the allopaths, i.e. modern
system of medicine people say that
they do not have any effective drug
for this.

SHR1 NARAYAN CHOUBEY: My
seconqg question: I am very glad that
ultimately, the Minister agrees. I have
a Press report with me which says
that there are four types of dengue
virus. Anyhow, he has accepted them,
viz. A, B, C, D etc. And he has not
answered which type is there in Delhi;
A, B, Cor D. And he says very nice-
ly that whatever type of dengue fever
it may be, they get fever, pain etc,
So, in every disease, however painful
it may be—wor not painful—that ig the

- only remedy. I do not know.

I have got another question. The
Press report ig with me: and I would
like the hon. Minister to see it. I will
forward it to him. It says that there
ig a mosquito research centre at Lahore
run by Pentagon, carrying on experi-
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mentg with Aedes Aegypli mosquito,
which ig the exclusive carrier of them.
(Interruptions) I do not know. Aedes
Aegypti mosquito is the exclusive
carrier of them.

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: That is
the name of the vector.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY: No:
it ig the name of the mosquito, not the
name of the virus.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE:
He should run a mosquito research
training institute.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY: This
is a part of the experiment with bac-
teriological warfare agents, including
mosquito*?® a so-calleg expert on the
mosquito research, was in charge of
the Lahore Centre. = After the whole
story came out in the Press, he left
Pakistan anq came to India.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE:
Bringing the mosquitos.

SHRI NARAYAN  CHOUBEY :
One** formerly of the All India Ins-
titute of Medical Sciences *had been
his patron. Government of India,
however, did not allow** to stay in
India. He left for Dacca, and now is
at Kathmandu.

Here also there ig a Press report
which says that in mid-1981, the CIA
introduceq this mosquitp in Cuba; and
2,73,040 persons were attacked.

SHR] B. SHANKARANAND. This
should not go on record. This should
not go on record.

SHRI C. M. STEPHEN: Very de-
famatory.

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND; The
main question relates to dengue fever
in Delhi. The supplementary guestion
has no relevance at all with dengue
fever in Delhi. He is unnecessarily
referring to a person who is not here
to defend him. (Interruption) I

— -

** Not recorded.
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- protest, Sir. Thig should not go on
record, (Interruptions) Let him ask a
question regarding this. I wil] reply
to him. ;

SHR; NARAYAN CHOUBEY: Whe-
ther Government will enquire.... (in-
terruptions)

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: And I
know ‘why he is asking thig question.
I will tell that also. Let him ask a
separate question. I will tell him.

MR. SPEAKER: It is a supplemen-
tary question.

SHR] NARAYAN CHOUBEY: gSir.
what shall go on record, and what
shall not go on record, is your desire;
and not hisg desire.

MR. SPEAKER: I only want you to
put the supplementary question.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY: I want
to know whether Government will en-
quire whether this Mosquito Centre at
Lahore is in any way responsible for
such virulent dengue attack in. oqur
Capital or not.

(Interruptions)

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: I can
only say that thig question is not re-
levant ang does not deserve any ans-
wer, (Interruptions)

-SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY: Who
will decide? I want to know and re-
quest you to please let me know who
will decide whether it is relevant or
not—you or he? (Interruptions) Can
he abbrogate the right of the Speaker?

W W wgEd ;- zaay WeaAn w
& fod foerer o & & ww sare 2
AT =& a1 sz ffST 5 zmar
fE aFarg TE 3 :

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: What
is the question?

(Interruptions)
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MR. SPEAKER: Why are you inter-
fering? This is my job.
(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Has Lahore virus
fever got anything to do with this?

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: I only
said that the question referred to
Delhi Dengue fever it has nofing to
do with this question.

SHRy SONTOSH MOHAN DEV: I
have in my family six members and
all of them have dengue fever. One of
the after-effects of dengue is that the
man loses his temper. I think many
of the Members have the same. In
the coming Asian Games, the effect of
dengue is so much in Delhi that there
is a fear complex among the foreigners
and others about coming over here. In
view of that what steps the Govern-
ment is taking to see what are the
symptomg for it ang what steps Gov-
ernment is taking? The Parliament
House Annexue is meant for giving
facilities to the Members of Parlia-
ment and their families. I was re-
quired by the Willingdon Hospital to
take X-ray of the skull of my wife.
The expert is there but he refuses to
take it; and the doctors are saying that
in spite of the repeated requests to
the Ministry, they have not given a
replacement. Wil] the Minister kindly
look into it and see that it is being
done? He should not get annoyed by
this simple question.

(Interruptions)

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: 1 should
be allowed to put a question on Delhi.
What I am going to ask is out of prac-
tical experience.

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: First
of all, let me inform the House that
the hon. members should not harbour
any fear in their minds that this fever
is going to persist till the Asian Games
come. Thig spurt of fever of unknown
origin which is Dengue was due main-
Iy to seasonal conditions and early
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withdrawal of monsoon ang compara- -

tively high day temperature.
(Interruptions)

sl Tw fasire wewd@ 2 ommoay
foad &wex aar wvn ? A aS
ararr ¢ g€ & ard feeet damw
g wrt fafrex 71 39 w0 "
g
(sa¥grmA)

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: My ques-
tion doeg not relate to a criticism. I
am going to say something about it.
(Interruption) .

MR. SPEAKER: Wil] you not allow
me to conduct the proceedings?

(Interruptions)

WEAA WEEA AT THTIE |
(svena)

WIR RO 43 wEd AR
WA FT FTH T94 &fSwF | AqQ
g9 4T feowow A &ead o

(sa¥gTw)

MR. SPEAKER: I have not allowed
anybody.

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Shri MotiFhai R,
Choudhary.

SHRI SONTOSH MOHAN DEV: %%,
my question has not been answered.

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: I will
write to you. (Interruptions)

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY:
Since it deals with foreign mosquitoes
the External Affairg Minister should
say something. . ,
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