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SHRI RATANSINH RAJDA: This is 
a very impOrtant question and this is 
a verY rele\1ant point. I would like to 
know from the hon. Minister, when the 
Janata Government was there, the 
Chavda Committee was appointed to 
go comprehensively into this whole 
subject. Now, tpat report has been 
submitted to the Government. How 
many recommendations of Cbavda 
Committee have been accepted by the 
Government and whether they are de-
termined to implement all those sug-
gestions made by the Chavda Com-
mittee on this? Whatever the hon. 
Minister says, life-saving drugs are not 
available to the common man. From 
that view point I would like to know 
from the lhon. Minister whether the 
recommendations 0 the Chavda Com-
mitt'ee~ have . been . accepted by the 
Government and whether the hon. 
Minister will be prepared to place the 
Chavda Committee report on tne Table 
of the HO\lse. 

, SRRI P. C. SETHI: This is a specifiC 
question about -shortage of drugs. If 
the hon .. Member wants to know about 
the ' Chavda Committee recommenda-
tions, that ' can be a separate ' question. 

~R. sPEAKER: You c~n .some up. 

SHRI RATANSINH RAIDA; This is 
a completely evasive reply. How many 
of the recommendations have been 
accepted and implemented? What are 
they?, Let us know. ' . 

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Mukunda Man .. 
da!. 

Aupn ntatlon Of aate of Coal MiBing 
in Mejhia 

·25, SHRI .MUKUNDA 'MANDAL: 
Will the Minister of ENERGY .be 
pleased to state the p'rogress ~ far 
efforts of Coal India Ltd. In augm-
ma~ by Government to steP up the 
enting the rate of mming of coal 
from Mejhia in support of a ' power 
mtion . . 

THE Ml'N'tSTER OF STATE IN THE 
I4nmn'RT 01' . Y - ~ 

VIKRAM MAHAJAN): Kalidaspur 
mmmi project in Mejhia block is 
expected to be sanctioned shortly. The 
project envisages an investment of 
Rs. 23.89 crores and on completion is. 
expected to yield 0.58 million tonnes 
of coal per annum. The initial pro-
duction is expected from 198i-84 and 
the Project is likely to achieve tar-
getted capacity on the 7th year i.e. 
in 1987-88. 

SHRI MUKUNDA MANUAL: Ac-
cording to C.M.P.D.I. and G.S.!. the 
coal reserves of BOijora region and 
particular from Mej hia are come ' 
to nearly 200 million tonnes 
Again, the quality of the coal in the 
Mejhia area is suitable for a thermal 
power project. I want to know from 
the Minister whether the Government 
propose to set up a thermal power 
plant at Mejhia in Bankura district. 

SHRI VIKRAM MAHAJAN: A pro-
posal was received from the DVe 
which was backed by W,est Bengal Go-
vernment for setting up a 600 and odd 
MW power house in this region. The 
coal reserves which have been identi-
fied ana which are min.eable at pre~ 
sent for the next ten years show that 
the mine which has been sanctioned 
would give about or a little mOre than . 
half a million tonne of coal per an-
num. Another mlne would give about 
a million tonnes. It is not enough for a 
coal-sed thermal power station of 600 
and odd MW capacity. But the main ' 
reason is that the coal that has been 
founci is of a superior grade quality 
which is meant for industries and so 
forth. For the power sector, we need 
coal of an inferior ~rade. As we are 
short of superiOr grade coal, this can-
not be used for that purpose. For the 
next 12 to 16 years, we can only mine 
the superior grade coal which is in the-
upper layers. Lower grade coal lies' in, 
the lower layers and so far the next 12 
to 16 years we cannot use these mines 
for the power sector. That Is the main 
reason. 



Oral Answe-r, AGRAHAYANA 3, 1903 (SAKA). Oral Answers 

SImI WUKUNDA MANDAI,.: -
think the Minister is misinformed be .. 
,cause .. '. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are you giving in-
formation or seekine- information? 

SHRt MUkUNDA MANDAL~ coal 
from the Bankura area is not ot a 
good quality; it is not of metallurgi-
cal quality. It is to be used for ther-
mal power project. The report of the 
Geological ~urvey of India says: 

"From the qualitative data of th~ 
coal in Mejhia area obtained in 
course of the regional investiga-
tion, it appeau that this can be 
utilisea for thermal P9w,er gene-
ration, othe'r steam-raiSing pur-
poses, brick-burning and for do-
mestic uses. ~ sizeable reaserve 
of coa.l obt~inable tram this area 
may make this a potential source 
for power-coal for the Santaldih 
Thermal Power Plant located 
about 64 km to the west or any 
other plant that may be set up 
nearby. The coal of this area may 
partly cater to' the need'S of Dur-
gapur-Raniganj-Asansol industr-
ial belt if bulk transport of coal 
accross the Damodar Riever can be 
arranged". 

so the argument advanced by the 
Minister is not true. tn view of trtis, 
may I know whether the Cabinet 
Minister Mr. Ghani K)lan Chauahuri 
assur.ed 'the pepole that this power 
plant will be set up at Mejrua? What 
is the reaction Of the Ministry to the 
GSI report from which I have just 
qUO'teQ? - . 

SHRI VlKRAM MAHAJAN: The 
Chelf Minister Of West Bengal met 
the Minister in July, 1981 and all 
these points were explained to .him. 
Thereaf~r~ the matter was not bro-
ught up again by West Benial "Gov-
ernment . S. far al the question of 
utilisation of superior grade coal for 
the power sector _ concerned, I have 
not said t~t\ tbi. superior grade coal 

cannot be uaed. Go~d quality coal can. 
also be used for power but the poi t 
I was making was that superior grade 
coal is Iiequired for industry and 'we 
are short of superior grade coal inte--
riol' quality coal of eo' to 70 per cent 
is lying underneath and for the nex 
12 to 1l' year-, w~ can only mine 
superior grade coal which is at the bi~
her level. Tbereafter~ inferior grade 
coal may com.e. r never said that su-
perier grade coal cannot be used" for 
power. What I said was. it 'Should not 
be used for that. 

SHRI lCRISHNA CHANDRA H.AL--
DER: The Geological Survey oj Indi~ 
in its report ha, categorically stated 
that there i3 a high grade quality 8Ild 
sutHcient quaatity of coal in Mejhia 
which can be used tor thermal pow ... 
You know, Sir, that the eastern region, 
particularly Bihar and West Bengal, 
i, ~tarviBg for power. The Minister 
Mr. Khan Chowdhury has categorically 
stateo, that a thermal power plant wfll 
be set up in Mejhia coalfields. He has 
alIo laid thai a thermal power plan 
of 600 mw would need sufficint quan-
tity ot coal. If enough coal is not 
available there, I what ia the d.i.mculty · 
in setting up a thermal power plant 
of 200mw in Mejhia so that both 
Bengal and Bihar can get power from 
there? I also want to know whether 
other coalfield. in Mejhia will allo be 
commissioned. 

SHRI V,IICRAM MAHAJAN: I have 
repeateldy atated in my earlier ans-
wers that this coal Is not enOUgh for 
600 mw thermal power station whicli ' 
has been recommended by the DVC. 
It is not a proposal ot West Bengal 
Govel'l1llleAt. They are oftly ,upport. 
ing the DVC proposal. 

The superior grade coal is in the 
upper layer. It has to be mined first. 
It cannot be used for power plants 
because we are short of superior gra 
coal. Therefore, for the next 
12 to 16 year, we cannot i 

.superior quality of coal. Ther.eafter 
inferio quality of 'Coal can be tnt 
which is in the lower layer. So, ~ 
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lle next 12 to 16 years nO power sta-
tion can use this coal. 

Regarding setting up a 200 mw 
wer station, no such proposal has 

been submitted by either of the Gov-
ernments. Therefore, this point has 
I\ot been considered so far. 

The Chief Minister of West Ben-
g 1 has met the Minister of Coal 
and Energy in July. He gave all the 
points in writing to the Government 
of West Bengal. Thereafter, tb~y 

-haVe not raised this issue because 
-th~y hn'e understood the propl m. 

If any alternativ~ propo~l is mad~, 
It wjll ~ examined. 

DR. ltRUPASINDmJ B}tOI: There 
ls a confusion between the .two han. 
;Member:; and the Minister. The 
GSt report has mentioned ~bout re-
gional proving. It means it 1, a pre-
liminary investigation o,f a big cPllnk. 
It cannot give a detailed answer. May 
I know whether after the l'egional 
proving, the GSl Or any other org~
nisation dealing with coal explora-
tjon ;progra~ ha" tak~n up detail-
ed study of the upper steam coal. If 
$0, what is the percentage of ash 10 

-that coal? Is it thermal grade or 
_metallurgical grild.e? 

SHRI VIKRAM MAHAJAN: So 
'-far as the Geological Survey of Im-
. dia is concerned, they have identift· 
~d three isolated coill deposn~. One 
is Kalikapur and Ka1iQaspur blo~'ks 

· covering 9 sq. k.m. They have es-
. ;.mated that .WtiJX),ately t}l~~e 1#1 .a VoJ-
sibUity of .7 mUllon tonnes of coal 
reserves. The next is MdbagrfltJl 
block covering an area of 9.4 sq. lon. 
It is under exploration yet. We have 
Il\ot finalized it. According to estima-

· te , it is likely to b about 80 million 
· toMes. 30 per cent of the quantity 
-of thes two re.eerves re superior 

de coat They re On the upper 
layers, as I haTe aIr ady mentioned. 

: One lnine w. ha~ already I8n~t-
. lit will produ~ half • mll. 
tOM Of coal The *colld 

t to .,-

ed, is on he ground. It Is bein, 
planned for one mlllion tonnel. Thia 
is the information from the Geolo-
gical Survey of India. 

SHRI ANANDA GOPAL MUK-
HOPADHYAY: Arising out of the 
anSwer given by the hon. Minister, 
would he please make clear what he 
means by "superior" Or "InferioT" 
when he refers to the terminology 
of the quality of coal? 

SHRI VIKRAM MAHAJAN: 
J'Superior" means a quality which 
has "a high volatile content." It ~ives 
more energy. It is used ill indUl-
tries. A quality which is higher than 
that is used for ateel plants. 

SHRI ANANDA GOPAL MUK· 
ROPADlIYAY; The technolo~ of 
coal has got different terminology for 
classifying "su!perlor" and "inf~rior" 
coal. Can the hon. Minister tell the 
House what is the exact quaUty of 
coal, which has been found at Kali-
daspur and Ardhagram, according to 
analysis? 

:MR. SPEAKER: It does not arise 
out of this. 

World Bank's Unwtllinpess to re. 
lease funds fOr Suner TbeJPmal 

Power Projects 

·27. PROF. AJIT KUMAR MEH-
TA: 

SHRI !t. N. NANJE GOWPA: 

Will the Minister of ENERGY 'be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether the World Bank ~ 
expressed its un-willingness to re1ea· 
se funds for the four Super Thermal 
Power Projects of the National Ther-
mal Power Corporation; 

. ' (b) 11 so, the reasons t'herefor; 

'(c) its likely impact On the pro-
jects; and 

(-d) the ep8 tontemplated by 
Govermntnt In tM tnlt" 




