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the number of problem villages has in-
creased. I would like to know from
the hon. Minister whether he will
grant more money for the drought
prone States, specially West Bengal,

MR, SPEAKER: This is a Plan al-
location which has been done, r.ct an
adhoc allotment,

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL-
DER: Will he increase the money for
drinking water in the cdrought prone
areas?

MR. SPEAKER: I do not think. this
question concerns you.

SHRI BUTA SINGH: It is done
through Plan allocation, and the Cen-
tral Government gives assistance, but
the major portion comes from the
State Government under the NMP Pro-
gramme, We have definitely given a
special thought and under the 20-Point
Programme_ we have highlighted this
problem to the State Governments, QOur
grant is on a matching basis. If the
State Governments come forward with
further proposals, and plans of veTy
very difficult areas. we are always pre-
pared to consider it.

DR, KRUPASINDHU BHOIL: Is the
hon. Minister aware of the fact that
there is lack of infrastructural facili-
ties and lack of technical expertise for
supply of protected drinking water to
all the villages of the country? Is
there any course in the engineering de-
partments of colleges for Ph. D., which
looks after the protected drinking
water supply in the country? 1 doubt,
because in engineering courses, there
is no such course: it is only a diploma
course. We have spent more than Rs.
150 crores on these schemes, but there
is lack of technical expertise and in-
frastructural facilities, Will the hon.
Minister look into this matter and ask
the different engineering collezes of
the country to introduce a course re-
garding primary basic knowledge of
this particular branch, that is, to sup-
ply protected drinking water through-
out the country.
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SHRI BUTA SINGH: This is a sug-
gestion for action,

Survey of Ground Water Potential in
. Bihar

105. SHRI RAMS WARUP RAM
Will the Minister of IRRIGATION
be pleaseq to state:

(a) whether a survey has been made
to explore the ground water potential
in Bihar, especially in Nowgang, Gaya,
Nawada and Aurangabad districts; and

(b) if so, with what results?

THE MINISTER OF STATE CF
THE MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION
(SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA) (a)
Yes, Sir. For exploration of ground
water potential in Bihar, hydrogeolugi-
cal surveys have been carried out by
the Central Ground Water Board inter-
alia in the districts of Gaya, Newada
and Aurangabad, There is however, no
Nowgang distriet in Bihar,

(b) Based on the ground waler sur-
veys carried out by the Central Ground
Water Board, the ground water poten-
tial available for further develcpment
is as under:

Gava: 357 million cubic meters

Nawada: 380 million cubic meters, and

Aurangabad: 665 million cubic meters

MR. SPEAKER: You start teaching
georpraphy also in the* Parliament
House,

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION (SHRI
RAM NIWAS MIRDHA): Geography
is part of politics, Sir.
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utilising the time,
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SHRI SUNIL MAITRA: The hon.
Member has levelled certain charges
regarding the survey itself. The Minis-
ter has not replied to the charges.

MR. SPEAKER: Yes, Mr. Amal
Datta.

SHRI AMAL DATTA: I have had
the occasion {p sit down with the offi-
cials of the Central Ground Water
Board, My constituency happens to
be a very difficult one, where saline
water is there in the upper layers and
one has to go below to a minimum of
600 ft, to get even drinking water. In
the course of my discussion, I fcund
that the survey was made in a casual
manner, so that the survey report can-
not be accurate; the reason lheing that
the resources available to the Centiral
Ground-water Board are not sufficient
and they cannot do the necessary in-
tensive survey till all the areas to
which they are to cater are covered, to
come to a proper finding, This has not
been done, o far as my constituency is
concerned. I am certain about it and
1 think the proper survey has not
probably been done anywhere in the
couniry with the meagre resources at
their disposal.

Secondly. the rigs about which the
Minister has spoken, for being rocks
the drill costs about Rs, 25 lakhs. And
in my area where one has to go 600
ft. or below, from the ground level it
costs about Rs. 45 lakhs, The State Go-
vernment do not have that kind of
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budget, The money which is doled
out by the Central Government to the
State Government is noil enough. I
want to know whether the Minister
Will take a note of this an. see that the
Central Grounq Water Board conducts
adequate investigation, not this kind
of casual investigation. And Secondly
here the water availability is so diffi=
cult, will he see that the State Go-
vernment’s resources are supplemented,
and that particularly, money is given
for the purpose of buying the bhoring
drills?

SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA: The
hon. Member has correctly stated that
the survey we had done is not ade-
quate because of the rigs. Well the
Central Ground Water organisation
has got only 59 rigs which I rightly
concede are not enough. we are for-
mulating a very big programme and
submitting it to the proper authcrilies
to augment the number of rigs  and
strengthening the organisation, We
propose to have a separate division to
cover West Bengal and Bihar this year
because of the potential there and
when this organisation is in a strong
position, some of the shortcomings
which the hon. Member has mention-
ed will, to some extent, vanish,

As regards strengthening the State
Governments’ organisations with deep
drill and all that. they have a way of
procuring rigs through their own plan
alocations. If they want any assistance
from the Central Government of a
technical nature, we will be prepared
to help them.

Famine Situation in Bibhar and
Adjoining States.

+106. SHRI BHOGINDRA JHA:
Will the Miniser of AGRICULTURE
be pleased {o state:

(ay whether most parts of Bihor
and adjoining States are facing
famine situation due to abnormally

severe drought resulting in failure of
Bhadai. Kharif and Rabl crops:





