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the on-going seheD\eS could not pr0-
duce the desired results. My ques-
tion in this context, was, what were 
the agencies who undertook the 
model studies, who prepared the on-
going schemes and what is the amount 
you have so tar spent on these 
schemes? I am not speaking of the 
future schemes to be taken up. I am 
speaking of the past schemes that 
have been already taken up. 

SHRI VEERENDRA PATIL: So 
far as the dredging of the shipping 
channel of Haldia POl't is concerned, 
this work is going on since 1963. 
Since 1973 every year dredging of the 
channel is being undertaken. So far, 
upto 1980, Government have spent-
the Calcutta Port has spent--on 
dredging Rs. 50 crores. This is on 

~ 1:!apital dredging. On maintenance 
dredging, every year, Calcutta Port is 
spending about Rs. 6 to 7 crores. But 
unfortunately, because of the erratrc 
behaviour of the estuary, we could 
not acbireve the expected results. 
Therefore, we asked for model studie!i 
to be co.lducted in Poona Research 
StatiOn and mathematical studies to 
be conduI!ted in Hamburg. The re-
ports from Hamburg have come and 
on the basis of the reports We have 
received from Hamburg, certain 
schemes are being formulated by the 
Calcutta Port. After receiving the 
schemes, we will see what best could 
be done in order to improve the 
drought and what is the estimated 
'Cost Of those schemes. That will be 
done and action will be taken only 
after we receive the scheme tram the 
Calcutta port. 

SHat D. P. YADAV: Dredging 
is useful both for taming the river 
and for maintenance of the pOrt. 
lias the Government provided any 
dredger for taming the river Gan,a 
trom Farrakka to Buxar? .. 

SHRI VEERENDBA PATIL: ~ 
is alto.ether a difterent queBtioD. I 
Would request the hOD. Kember to 
put • separate question for that. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: I 
-would not lUc:e 10 ask from :Mr. 
lleddy. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Would you aot 
oblige him? 

SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY: :l 
am ready to oblige him. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATB: 
Mr. Reddy was on his legs. 'l11e hoa. 
Member cannot be on four legs at 
the same tlme! 

MR. SPEAKER: He could be CD 
four arms only! 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVA'l'B: 
Part (d) of the original question 
refers to scientific methods. Our 
country is already committed to the 
peaceful use of atomic energy. III 
the light of that I would like to know 
whether exploration will be done to 
see if peacefUl use of ~  enerl7 
can be made very e1fectively for the 
dredging purposes of the port. as Jt 
bas been proved to be very effective 
lD those countries wich have been 
dredging with the help of the atomic 
energy. 

SHRI VEERENDRA PATIL: At 
the moment, we are concerned with 
the report that we have received from 
Hamburg. If after examination we 
fee] that the schemes that have been 
fwmulated, are not adequate, then 
the suggestion made by the hon.. 
Member will certainly be looked 
into. 

MR. SPEAKER: Next question. I 
want to make a correction here. 
When I called the next question ~ 

Question No. 838 I called the name of 
Shri Zainul Basher and not Shri 
Zainal Abedin. I am sorry for that. 
Now, Q. No. 838. 

Late aaD.D.lD. 01 TraJas betweea 
8ealdab aDd LaJ.pJa 

*S38. SHRI ZAINAL ABZDIM: 
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pleased to state: 

(a) the number of throu&b tI:aiDII 
running between Lalgola and Sealclalk 
and Sealdah aDd LalJola In tile 
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~  Ballwal' durm., ])ecember, 
1989 and January, 1981; 

(b) how many of them ran late 
during the said period; and 

(c) the main reasons for such late 
running? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS AND IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF PARLIA-
J4ENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRr MALLI-
KARAJUN) : (a) During December/ 
80 and January/8l. 703 passenger 
trains ran from Lalgola to Sealdah 
and yice versa. 

(b) 492 trains reached their destina-
tion late during the said period. 

(c) The main reasons for late 
running of these trains were Alarm 
Chain Pulling, agitations, failure of 
equipments, crossings and precedence 
etc. 

SHRI ZAINAL A13EDIN: The dis-
tance between Sealdah and LaLgola 
is about 235 kms. But the train 
usually takes 9 to 11 hours to run 
such a short distance. The trains run 
late by two to three hours. The main 
reasons as stated by the hon. Minister, 
are failure of equipment, crossing 
difficulties, etc. In view of this I 
want to know whether the Govern-
ment proposes to replace the very old 
and condemned HPS engi.nes by diesel 
engines Or any other engine of a 
better quality to avoid failure of 
equipments and also to avoid cros,>-
ing difficulties do the Government 
propose to ""tonvert the single track 
into a double one? 

SHR! MALLIKARJUN: At the 
moment, we do not have plan for 
doubling the track from Sealdah via 
Banaghat to Lalgola. So far as the 
failure of the equipment is' concerned. 
there were 12 incidents of the failure 
of signals and not the failure of ' oco-
moti\res. 

SHaI ZAINAL ABEDIN: 301 UP 
and 302 Down passencer trains. which 
.. calleQ taft passenger trains. are 

not at all fast. They are verY much. 
slow. Nobody knoWs when theae 
trains Wll1 arrive at their destination. 
Therefore, may I know whether the. 
hon. Minister has "'any proposal under 
consideration to introduce one set of 
express trains? 

SHRI MALLIKARJUN: At pre .... 
sent there is no proposal to introduce 
an express train in that line. As to 
his statement that nobody knows when 
the train will arrive at a particular 
stabon in this route, I may inform this 
august House that there are a lot of 
agitatIons and chain pullings, which 
are continuing. The moment the 
indisciplined activIties are reduced, we 
will be able to see the arrival of the 
trains on time. 

SHRI SATYASADHAN CHAKRA-
BORTY: The MInIster was very kind 
enough to indicate the reason. He 
said It was due to agitations. Some-
times the agitations take place 

~  because the trains were 
running late. 

arur'f( ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ am ? 

SHRI SATYASADHAN CHAKRA-
BORTY: I can tell the hon. Minister 
from my own experience that I W::lS 
travellIng in this route one day. r 
was ac;tonished to see that the whole 
engine almost collapsed, the reason 
being that the engine which has been 
engaged should have got retired a. 
pretty long tilne ago. Since the poor 
mofussil people use this train and 
they cannot put pressure to gear up ... 

MR. SPEAKER: Put the question .. 

SRR! SATYASADHAN CHAKRA-
BORTY: My specific question is, ~ 

stead of trying to find excuses, whe-
ther 'the Minister will take firm actiQn,. 
and also quick action to replace the 
old engines by newer ones so that the 
trains may run on time. 

SHRI l4ALt.IKARJUN: We bave 
got 7,000 steam locomotives and some 
01 them are DO doubt over-apd. W. 
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are not going to produce any more 
steam locomotives. We want to re-
place thm completely so that we can 
go in fOr dieselisation and electrifica-
tion. We are very alert in the matter 
and firm action has been taken. I 
may inform my friend tbat I was 
referring to agitations all oVerand 
not here alone. 

SHRI TRIDIB CHAUDHURI: Out 
of the six pairs of trains running 
between Sealdah and Lalgola, I would 
like to know how many steam engines 
are over-aged. We all know that 
India is a vast country and there may 
be some over-aged engines. But, in 
this particular line, how many are 
over-aged? Will he try to find it 
out and also try to improve the 
situation? 

SHRI MALLIKARJUN: We always 
try to improve the situation and we 
are doing it day in and day out. So 
far as the six pairs of steam engines 
running between Ranaghat and Lal-
gola are concerned, they are not 
over-aged. They are tested perfectly 
in the sheds before they are taken 
out for hauling the train. 

MR. SPEAKER: Next question. 
Shri Harinath Misra. 

PROF. N. G. RANGA: Mr. 
Speaker, I want .... 

MR. SPEAKER: I have already 
called the next question. 

PROF. N. G. RANGA: This is in 
order to avoid another Half-an-Hour 
Discussion. I would like to expand 
the question that has already been 
put. Would an eft'ort be made to see 
that better engines are introduced in 
tlhis area instead of allowing these ...• 

MR. SPEAKER: It Is a sugges-
tion. 

Pl'tOF. N. G. RANOA: No doubt. 
It II a suggestion' for action. But 
I want the Minister to eoas1der it. 

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(S1tRI KEDAR PANDEY): I &hall 
consider it. 

Natioaal strategy for control 01 Bh"-
matte fever and Rheumatic lleart 

Disease 

·840. SHRI HARINATH MISRA: 
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND 
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether Government are aware 
that according to Director of Indian 
Council of Medical Research more 
than one-third of all the heart ail-
ments being attended to in Indian 
hospitals are chronic valvular heart 
diseases which is an advance stage 
of rheumatic fever; 

(b) whether he has presented a 
blue print for a national strategy lor 
the control of rheumatic fever and 
theumatic heart disease and if so, the 
details thereof; and 

(c) Government's reaction to the 
suggestions of Prof. Ramalingaswami 
and the action taken or proposed to 
be taken by Government thereon? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND 
fAMILY WELFARE: (SHRI NIHAR 
RANJAN LASKAR: (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The Council has prepared a 
paper in regard to the control of Rhe-
umatic Heart Diseases. A copy of the 
paper is laid on the Table of thf: 
Sabha. 

(c) The suggestions made by the 

Council have been taken up with the 
Planning Commission. 

Statement 

STRATEGY FOR CONTROL OF 
RHEUMATIC HEART DISEASE 

Rheumatic heart disease poses a 
serious public health problem in the 
countrY With prevalence figures ratl-
ling from 2 to 11 per thousand. Delfli 
. is one of the high risk areas with a 
. PI'e¥a1ence of 11 per tbtnuaDd. fte 




