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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF ENERGY (SHRI
VIKRAM MAHAJAN): (a) to (c). A
statement is laid on the Table of the
House,

Statement

(a) and (b). The total energy
generation in the country during the
period April to November, 1981 was
80993 MU as against 72427 MU during
the corresponding period last year
representing an increase of 11.8 per
cent., The capacity utilisation of hydel
power stations mainly depends on the
design potential and the water avail-
ability in the reservoirs. Since the
rainfall during the current year has
been comparatively good, the hydel
generation has increased by 5.2 per
cent as compareq to the correspond-
ing period last year. During the period
April 10 November, 1981 thermal
generation has increaseq by 18,1 per
cent as compared to the correspond-
ing period last year, The percentage
capacity utilisation of thermal power
plants in the country during the
period April to November, 1981 was
44.9 per cent as against 41.9 per cent
during the corresponding period last
year, It is expected that capacity utili-
sation of power plants will further
improve to achieve an average plant
load factor of 48 per cent during the
year 1981-82.

(c) Some of the reasons for poor
performance of thermal power sta-
tions are:

(i) deficiencies in lay out, plant
and equipment, system engineering
ete,

(ii) Unduly long time being taken
for plant maintenance as well On
forceq outages of the equipment;

(iii) Inadequate availability of
spare parts;
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(iv) Comparatively longer stabi-
lisation period of the newly com-
missioned units;

(v) non-availability of trained
Operation and Monitoring person-
nel;

(vi) Poor quality of coal sup-
plies etc.

The Ministry of Energy and Central
Electricity Authority have been tak-
ing up this matter with State Elec-
tricity Boards, coal companies and
suppliers of equipment for overcom-
ing the constraints with a view to
achieve a better capacity utilisation
of thermal power stations, A number
of measures have been taken and are
being taken to improve performance
of thermal power stations, These mea-
sures include;

(i) assistance to the State Elec-
tricity Boards/Power stations au-
thorities to identify the deficiencies
in the plant and equipment etc. and
to prepare and undertake plant
betterment programmes in a time-
bound manner;

(ii) adoption of preventive main-
tenance techniques for reducing the
outage periods;

(iii) arranging timely supply of
spare parts from the suppliers as
well as advising power stations to
place orders for spares well in time;

(iv) arrangements to ensure re-
quisite quality of coal;

(v) setting up of task force par-
ticularly for 200 MW units com-
prising representatives of CEA,
BHEL. ILK ang State Electricity
Boards to identify the deficiencies
and prepare a time bound pro-
gramme for achieving early stabilj-
sation and improving performance
of 200 MW units;

(vi) visits of roving teams of
operation gpecialits from CEA to

monitor the operation practices and
to render advice; and

(vii) training of engineers and
operation and maintenance person-
nel of the power stations,
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THE MINISTER OF ENERGY
(SHRI A. B. A GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI): This does not apply
to Bihar, In Bihar, the utilisation
capacity is very low,
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SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI; This is not correct
because we have already a Task Force
comprising of representatives from
BHEL, the Central Electricity Board
and the Energy Department, If any
State Electricity Board requires our
help, we send the Task Force to them;
the Task Force goes and they find out
the deficiencies and tell what mea-
sureg are to be taken,
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With regard to the Bihar State
Electricity Board, I would like to in-
form the House that in Bihar capa-
city utilisation is very low: jn 1978-79
it was 353, in 1979-80 it was 37.8 and
in 1980-81, 31.4, We have taken 5 lot
of measures there; arranging for an
experts team from Russia for identi-
fication of deficiencies in the Plant
which is of Russian make at Patrathu,
arranging for list of spare parts and
taking up the maintenance of the
Plant. A team of Russian experts is
already working and another team
will be reaching shortly. Foreign ex-
change for an amount of more than
Rs. 1 crore has already been cleared
for import of spare parts from Russia.
In the recent Protocol signed by the
Ministry of Energy with the USSR,
an agreement has been reached for
expeditious supply of spare parts.
This is with regard to Bihar capacity
utilisation.

With regard to what the hon. Mem-
ber said about the shifting of res-
ponsibility, that is not the case, There
was a time when coal shortage was
there, but now coal shortage is not
there; may be, there are hardly three
or four power stations where coal
shortage may be there. Otherwise,
there is no coal shortage.

With regard to the quality of coal,
whenever any complaint reaches us,
we arrange for a joint sampling, To-
day the arrangement is like this: the
Coal Company people, the Energy
people, the State Electricity Board
people and the Railways go together
and find out the difficulties,
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SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI. So far as Kahalgaon
is concerned, we have prepared a pro-
ject report and there we are thinking
of having a Super Thermal Power
Station, We have to talk to the World
Bank for this and as soon as we get
the clearance for Super Thermal
Power at Kahalgaon, we will go
ahead. I cannot gay exactly when.
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SHRI VIKRAM MAHAJAN: Let
him give notice of a separate ques-
tiom, ).
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SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV. The
capacity utilisation of power plants
in this country is 3 most shameful
affair. It is a national waste and a
national crime—I would say. If you
see the figures given by the Ministry,
the thermal power plant capacity
utilisation between April and Novem-
ber was 44.9 per cent Earlier years
it was 419 per cent. Even today the
total capacity utilisation ijg much be-
low 50 per cent which is a national
crime. Anywhere in the world it
should be 80 to 85 per cent minimum.
Then only it can work properly.

What gre the reasons? The Minister
is saying that he is going to import
machines from Russia. What will those
machineg do? The reasons they have
given are: deficiencies jn lay out,
plant and equipment. system engi-
neering, etc., unduly long time being
taken for plant maintenance as well
as forced outages of the equfpment,
inadequate availability of gpare parts,
comparatively longer stabijlisation
period of the newly commissioned
units and pocr quality of coal sup-
plies, etc, These are the reasons and
so long as these reasons remain that
you cannot give a proper maintenance,
that you cannot supply good quality
and that you cannot have a proper
lay out of the plant, how will the
capecity utilisation increase?

Today there is an extreme shartage
of electricity supply in every sector
whether it is industry, agriculture or
for private utilisation. How long will
the Government take to meet the
requirements of the country? And
what concrete steps are being taken
to meet.the requirement? Will he
assure the House?
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SHRI A. B. A, GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI: At present 10 per cent
shortage ig there all over India, I quite
appreciate the hon. Member’s con-
cern....

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: In
Rajasthan it is 50 per cent.

SHRI A. B. A, GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI. ....that if the capa-
city utilisation had been in the range
ot 55 per cent during 1976-77, today
in India there would have been no
paucity of power and there would
have beén no power crisis, But the
difficulties I have told you. Many of
the difficulties we have been able to
solve—like spare parts, There was
nothing like spare parts earlier. Now,
spare parts are available But, unfor-
tunately, all the State Electricity
Boards are not run the way they
should be run....

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV:
Scrap them, if they are not running.

SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI: That I do not know.
But what we are trying is that we
are trying to persuade them to think
on our line. Only if they had accept-
ed the Rajadhyaksha Committee re-
commendations, today the composition
and functioning of the State Electri-
city Boards will be most effective.
But not a single State has accepted
the Rajadhyaksha Committee recom-
mendations, We cannot impose on
them these things, We are trying to
persuade them.....

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV:
Something must be done, The coun-
try is suffering.

MR. SPEAKER: I know the power
question is very important. I think
the economic ills of the country will
be mitigated to a great, great extent
if they can put them in order, I
think some dialogue should take place
between the Stateg and the Centre.

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: He is
speaking of a 10 per cent cut, But
there is a 50 per cent cut in Rajas-

2990 L.S—2

PAUSA 1, 1903 (SAKA)

Oral Answers 34

than. Industries are crippled and con-
sumers are suffering,

MR, SPEAKER. I know it.

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: Parti-
cularly, in the background of severe
drought and floods in Rajasthan. Fifty
per cent cut is something astonishing.

MR. SPEAKER: We must try to put
up with that. Shri sanjeevi Rao.

SHRI M, s. SANJEEV]I RAO: Quite
a few countries have adopted washing
of coal. It is not a sophisticated coal
washery used for the steel plants buf
a primary washery. Is the Govern-
ment thinking of having 3 gimilar type
of washery for washing of coal to
improve the quality of coal for the
thermal plants?

SHRI A. B. A, GHAN] KHAN
CHAUDHURI: So far as thermal
plant is concerned, if the situation
arises, we  shall certainly adopt
this method, But, you know this is a
very costly one. We do not know
whether the State Electricity Board
will be prepared to bear this,
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It neeas overhauling the working of
the system.

SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI: Sir, for the agricul-
tural sector, I think, the State Elec-
tricity Board should do something.
Minimum six hours' power should be
given to the agriculturists.

SHRI RAM PYARE PANIKA rose.

MR, SPEAKER: Everybody i3 con-
cerned: even myself is concerned.
Please sit down. Shri A K. Roy.

SHR! A. K. ROY: In view of the
statement from the Minister that the
rate of expansion of the capacity for
generation ig lagging behind each year
by 50 per cent because of the non-
supply of the correct type of gene-
rating machines, I want to know one
thing, We read the statement of the
Minister contemplating to import
those generating machines from
abroad. The BHEL ig also exporting
machines. But, in view of the Minis-
ter’s statement, it seems coordina-
tion has been established between the
Ministry of Power and BHEL. I want
to know whether he has taken up this
question with BHEL to see that the
problem 6f non-supply of the correct
type of generating machines on time
is solved.

SHRI A. B, A, GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI: Well, Sir, this ques-
tion does not arise. I have already
answered that i any deficiency is
there, the Task Force is there. They
will go and point out those deficien-
cies,

MR, SPEAKER: Question No. 443.
Not here.
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Q. No, 444 Shri Ram Awadh. Not
here.

SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY:
May I put the question?

MR, SPEAKER: We are going to
Play the hat trick. Daily we are
having the hat trick in Parliament—
absentee hat trick.

Next Question-—Q No. 446, Shri
Horo,

Thank you, Mr. Horo.

Committees appointed by Govern-
ment on Restructuring of Power
Industry

*446. SHRI N. E HORO: Will the
Minister of ENERGY be pleased to
state:

(a) whether any Committee had
been set up by Government on re-
ctructuring of power industry with
special reference to supply of power
to the industrial sector;

(by whether it is also 5 fact that
several other Committees set up by
Government earlier have sent their
reports to Government:

(c) if so, the details regarding the
earlier Committees appointed by Gov-
ernment, and

(d) the details regarding the latest
Committee constituted by Govern-
ment and the time likely to be taken
regarding the submission of its report?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF ENERGY (SHRI
VIKRAM MAHAJAN): (a) to (d).
The Ministry of Energy have not set
up any Committee recently on re-
structuring of power industry. The
only major Committee get up by the
Government of India to study the
power industry in all jt; aspects and
give recommendations for improve-
ments in its working including mea-
sures for restructuring the industry
was the Committee on Power set up
in 1978 under the Chairmanship of
Shri Rajadhyaksha, This Committee
gave jts report in 1980.





