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SHRI SATYASADHAN 
CHARKRABORTY : When I 
said that the steel production was 
going  down,  you denied it. Then · ' 
you  also tuck to your own point. 
Then I  referred t::> the mid-term 
apprai al of the Planning Com-
mis ion. M y s urc ... of information 
is your document, mid-term appraisal 
of the  Planning Commission. There 
they have expre 5ed their con cern 
for the pr duct ion of textile and steel ; 
and tha t has gone down what was 
targetted in the 6th Plan. Will you 
plea e find out the truth and  let me 
know  tomorrow ? 

SH R I NARAYAN DUTT 
TIWARI : As far ac; my knowledge 
goes, mid-term appraisal h a<J no t 
y t been completely made out  ; 
we have not  yet received aT'ly mid-
term appraisal report. 

PATRON ISING O F PRIVATE 
D E LERS BY HMT FOR SALE 

OF WATCHES 

154. SHRI B.D. SINGH : Will 
the  Minister of INDUSTRY be 
pleaqed to state 

(a) Whether it is a fact tha t 
Hindustan Machi\le Tools Ltd. 
is patronising the private d alers 
for sale of watches thereby hitting 
the National Co'.)perative Consumers 
Federation which looks after the 
interests of po'.)r comumers ; 

(b) whether private dealer.;; 
by manipulating the prices al"e able 
to dispose of their stocks of HMT 
watches where a"I NCCF confornted 
with the task of disposing of unpopular 
varieties of watches cannot resort 
to such practices ; and 

(c) If so, the reillediaJ ~  

taken by Government in the matter ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE 
IN THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY 
(SHRI VIRBHADRA SINGH) : 
(a) No. Sir. 

(b) and ( c) . The pre-
vailing sales tax structure varies 
from State to State, both in regard 
to r ate and  collection point. In 
some Sta t s sales tax is collected at 
the first p oint of sale, while in others, 
it is levied at the 1 o;t p oin t of sale. 
This m y enable c rtain deal rs 
to manipulate ~ of watches. 
H M T ha-;. already taken up the 
matter with the State auth'>rities 
concerned. 
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to say that you pampered them ? 
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:WR. SPEAKER : Shri Narain 
Gboube7. Absent. 

ShYi Subhash Chandra Bose 
Alluwi. Absent. 

Shri K.M. Madhukar. Absent. 

Smi Balasaheb Vikhe Patil. 

AN HON. MEMBER: So many 
abientees. 

MR. SPEAKER : After a week, 
my Members go for rest . 

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY: 
Everybody has got dengue fever. 

See?Ond Indian Expedit-Won to 
Antarctica 

+ 
~ 160. SHRI BALASAHEB VIKHE 

PATIL: 

SHRI SUB.HASH YADAV: 

Will th PRIME MINISTER 
be pleased to sta tc : 

(a) whether it is a fact that 
arrangments for the secon d Indian 
expedition to Antarctica have been 
completed ; 

(b) if so, what would be the 
team and th e objectives set out for 
this expedition ; 

(c) whether Goverl".mcnt have 
any research vessel made indigenous-
ly; and 

(d) i( not,  wh ether  there is any 
proposal  to manufactui e such ships 
vesseli so tha t  the COUP. try's dependence 
on the for ign countries is eEminated? 

THE M ll\'ISTER OF STATE 
IN THE DEPART!vt:ENT OF 
SCI •NCE AND TECHNOLOGY, 
ELECTRONICS, OCEAN DEVE-
LOPMENT AND THE DEPART-
MENT OF NON-CONVENTION-
AL ENERGY SOUROES IN THE 
MINISTRY OF ENERGY 
(SHRI C.P.N. SINGH) :(a) Yes, Sir. 

f 
(b) The team will cor.sist o 

about 26 members fo.cludin.g sci 
en tis ts, engineers, techniciacs, pilots, 
doctors and a photographer. The ob-
jectives of the expeditioP.. . are to 
conduct scientific investigat1or.s on 
the contir..ent of Antarctica, ar.d carry 
out surveys for identif) ing a suitable 
site for setting up a perrnane: lt 
relilearch station oc AP.tarctica. 

(c) Govem.ment do not have any 
res ear ch vessel capable of na viga ti on 
in polar conditior>.s. 

(d) The possibilityofmar.ufactur-
ing sbjps ca pable of r.aviga ticr in 
polar conditior.s is befog explor d. 

SHRI BALASAHEB VIK.HE 
PATIL : H a s the Govern.m er. t a ppoi .. 
nted any task fo c ? If so, what are 
its terms of reference? WheP. is the 
report  of this T ask For ce lik ly to 
be submitted ? Is tJ1e Governmen t 

• 

of Ir.dia ta kir.g assistar.ce fr cm foreign 
countri s in the matter of tecbnjcal ..... 
kDowhow ap d also v  ssels to carry 
out  our mission ]n Antarctica ? 
If so, which are the countries, which 
h a ve agre d  to exter.d such  help 
and details the1 cof ? 

SHRI C.P.N . SI NGH: Regarding 
the first part of th qu sti r. th e 
Task Force has me1ely be n  s t up to 
cxp1ore th fea jbjljty oi' lx<r.g it.h r 
to manufa ctur or h ave a "'h ip mc>nu-
factured from out side which 
would be an ice-breaker. This 
Committee is still delib ratir.g and 
we h a ve not got the fir.al report. 
However, ~ t will :not hold up our 
secoP.d expeditioP., which is scheduled 
to take plac by the er.d of Nov mbe  . 

Regarding the Foreigt1 assjs n ce, 
most of the equipmer.t that had gone 
on board, wa s incligenous. But the 
vessel wa foreign and was chartered. 
Even this time,  .i t is a chartered 
foreign vessel. Rut 80 per cent  of 
the commun ication and I".a:vig ti on 
equipment is indigenous. O nly 20 
per cent is to be imported. "80, the 
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