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SHRI SATYASADHAN
. CHARKRABORTY When I*

said that the steel production was

going down, you denied it. Then -

you also stuck to your own point.
Then I referred to the mid-term
appraisal of the Planning Com-
mission. My sourc: of information
is your document, mid-term appraisal
of the Planning Commission. There
they have expressed their concern
for the production of textile and steel ;
and that has gone down what was
targetted in the 6th Plan. Will you
please find out the truth and let me
know  tomorrow ?

SHRI  NARAYAN DUTT
TIWARI : As far as my knowledge
goes, mid-term appraisal has not
yet been completely made out ;
we have not yet received any mid-
term appraisal report.

PATRONISING OF PRIVATE
DEALERS BY HMT FOR SALE
OF WATCHES

154. SHRI B.D. SINGH : Wil
the Minister of INDUSTRY be
pleased to state :

(a) Whether it is a fact that
Hindustan Machine Tools Ltd.
is patronising the private dealers
for sale of watches thereby hitting
the National Cooperative Consumers
Federation which looks after  the
interests of poor consumers ;

(b) whether private dealers
by manipulating the prices are able
to dispose of their stocks of HMT
watches where as NCCF confornted
with the task of disposing of unpapular
varieties of watches cannot resort
to such practices ; and

(c) If so, the remedial measures
taken by Government in the matter ?
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THE MINISTER,OF STATE
IN THE MINISTRYOF INDUSTRY
(SHRI VIRBHADRA SINGH) :
(a) No. Sir.

(b) and (c). The pre-
vailing sales tax structure varies
from State to State, both in regard
to rate and collection point. In
some States sales tax is collected at
the first point of sale, while in others,
it is levied at the last point of sale.
This may enable certain dealers
to manipulate prices of watches.
HMT has already  taken up the
matter with the State authorities
concerned.
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MR. SPEAKER : Do you mean
to say that you pampered them ?
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T¥o WWo Ho F THT N FAF
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MR. SPEAKER : Shri Narain
Choubey. Absent.

Shri Subhash Chandra Bose
Alluri. Absent.

Shri K.M. Madhukar. Absent.
Shri Balasaheb Vikhe Patil,

AN HON. MEMBER: So many
absentees.

MR. SPEAKER : After a week,
my Members go for rest.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY:
Everybody has got dengue fever.
Second Indian Expedition to

Antarctica

+

»160. SHRI BALASAHEB VIKHE
PATIL :

SHRI SUBHASH YADAV:

Will the PRIME MINISTER
be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that
arrangments for the second Indian
expedition to Antarctica have been
completed ;

(b) if so, what would be the
team and the objectives set out for
this expedition ;

(¢) whether Goverrment have
any research vessel made indiger.ous-
ly ;and

(d) if not, whether there is any
proposal to manufacture such ships
vessels so that the country’s dependence
on the foreign countries is elimmated ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE
IN THE DEPARTMENT OF
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY,
ELECTRONICS, OCEAN DEVE-
LOPMENT AND THE DEPART-
MENT OF NON-CONVENTION-
AL ENERGY SOURCES IN THE
MINISTRY OF  ENERGY
{SHRI C.P.N. SINGH):(a) Yes, Sir.
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(b) The team will consist qf
about 26 members including sci”
entists, engineers, techniciars, pilots,
doctors and a photographer. The ob-
jectives of the ition are to
conduct scientific investigations on
the contirnent of Antarctica, ard carry
out surveys for identifying a suitable
site for setting up a permane’it
research station on Antarctica.

(c) Goverrment do not have any
research vessel capable of navigation
in polar conditiors.

(d) The possibility of mar.ufactur-
ing ships capable of ravigaticr in
polar conditiors is being explored.

SHRI BALASAHEB VIKHE
PATIL : Has the Goverrmer.t appoi-
nted any task force ? If so, what are
its terms of refererce? When is the
report of this Task Force likely to
be submitted ? Is the Government
of India takingassistar.ce frcmforeign
countries in the matter of techrical
knowhow ard also wvessels to carry
out our mission in Antarctica ?
If so, which are the countries, which
have agreed to exterd such help
and details thercof ?

SHRI C.P.N. SINGH: Regarding
the first pert of the questicrn., the
Task Force has merely been set up to
cxplore the feasibility of beir.g either
to manufacture or have a ship menu-
factured from  out side which
would be an ice-breaker. This
Committee is still deliberating and
we have not got the firal report.
However, that willrot hold up our
secord expedition, which is scheduled
to take place by the erd of Novembe .

Regarding the Foreign assistan ce,
most of the equipment that had gor.e
on board, was indigenous. But the
vessel was foreign and was chartered.
Even this time, it is a chartered
foreign vessel. But 80 percent of
the communication and ravigation
equipment is indigenous. Only 20
per cent is to be imported. So, the





