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THE MINISTEFR OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI-
MATI RAM DULARI SINHA): (a)
The export policy for manufactures and
products. havine silver as an ingredient,
1s sufliciently liberal since 4-6-81 1o per-
mit export of dilver jewellery and other
silver articles.
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1 think, the hon. Member is now satisfied
with my reply.
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The matter has not come to me earlier.
That will be looked into. That much I
can say,

-

But smuggling is not my subject!

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE:
Smuggling is the subject of Shri Pranab
Mukherjee!

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERJEE): That is my
subject!
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SHRIMATI RAM DULARI SINHA:
I have already stated in my earlier reply
that exports of silver jewellery are still
being made and are being encouraged.

Exporters of Silver Jewellery were un-
der the obligation to import silver against
the export of jewellery or other articles of
silverr within  one month but this was
discontinued in June, 1981.

As regards illegal exports, I have already
clarified the position. That will be looked
into.
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Decline in Jute goods exports

+
*84. SHRI B. D. SINGH:

SHRI RAJESH KUMAR SINGH.:
Will the Minister of COMMERCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether there has been considerable
decline in the jute goods exports during
1982;

(b) if so, what is the extent of fall in
the export of jute goods during 1982 im
terms of quantity and value in foreign
exchange;

(¢) what are the main factors responsi
ble for the decline in the expor: of jute
goods; and

(d) what steps have been taken by
Government to step up its expots?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
SUPPLY (SHRI VISHWANATH PRA-
TAP SINGH): (a) to (d). A statement
is laig on rhe Table of the House,

Statement

Export of jute goods declined from a
level of 463.7 thousand tonnes valued at
Rs. 367.28 crores in the calendar year
1980 to 338.6 thousand tonnes valued at
Rs, 200  crores in the corresponding
period in 1982. Expor during the calen-
dar year 1981 was 451.6 thousand tonnes
valued at Rs. 278.29 crores.

O

2. Overseas demand for Indian jute
goods has shrunk on account of prolong-
ed recession in developed countrie; coupl-
ed with higher mortgage intrest rateg and
high cost of inventory build up. Besides
there ig also a trend in the developed
countries to attain self-sufficiency in pac-
kaging material by encouragement of
locally produced synthetic  substituters.
Besides acute competition from synthetic
substitutes there is also fierce under-selling
by major jute producing countries parti-
cularly Bangladesh which has been

increasing its share of exports at the cost
of India.





