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C llapse of Homes in Jbaria Town 
caused by subsidence of L nd 

due to Underground Fire 

*894. SHRI A . K. ROY : Will 
the M iniste1 o f EN ERGY be plea d 
to state : 

(a) whether he i a' are tbat a 
large number of houses co llapc;ed io 
Jharia town (Dhanbad , Oihar) in the 
morning of 22nd M arch, 1982 a 
the land subsided due to the fire in 
the underground mines ; 

(b) if so fact in detai I ; 

{c) whether any ar rangement wa 
made fo r rehabilitation r the p r-
sons whose house collapsed ; 

lC) if so, steps taken thereon ? 

HE MINISTE R OF S Al IN 
T HE INISl RY OF ENERGY 
(SHRI VlKR M M AJA 
(a) to (e). A statement is laid on 
the Table of the House . 

Statement 

(a) to (c). T here wa a sub idcncc 
near No . 2 pit of Bbalgora ection 
of Simlabahal Colliery of Ku tore 
Area on 22-3-1982 c vering an area 
of 140 Sq . Metre5. his subside-
nce was an extension of the old sub-
sidence in the adjoining area which 
was depillared by 194 7 by the erst-
while private Management. The 
above area '1as been known t be 
affected by the undergrou nd fi re in 
the old go aves . he part of the 
area, which was free from unauthoris-
etl construction , was blanketted 
with Matti but the area occu~ied 
by the unauthorised occupants, coul 
not be bl nketted . Bharat Coking 
Coal Lt . also made effor ts fo r get-
ting the unsafe area vacated through 
verbal and written notices and also 
through FIR' filed with the police 
again t unauthorised occupati n. 
lnspitc of this, the unauthorised 

occupant c ntiaued to live in hut-
meot . In a ll 26 familie were afTe -
t d from sub idence n 22-3-82 and 
th y were given immed iate h Ip by 
BC L, a on a they came to 
know about tbe accident. he 
affected p rso n were al evacuated 
in BCCL's vehicles . Official from 
BC L nd D fS hav inspe ted 
th ite tor funhcr inve ti-
gati n ·. 3 p r \)n wh uccupi d 
20 adjacent huu . ·s ha e :.1l b en 
sh1 tcd due to appr hen · i n of exten-
si n f sub iden s. 

(d) and (e}. 1 he afety of the 
Jharia town is threatened by oJd fi res 
all ar und fo r .vhich centra l mea u-
rc are b ing undertak n. BCC L 
h:.i v • fur"'llu lated projects for fighting 
fir ' in J hari Coa l field . aad 4 big 
fir fighting p rujccts at a n e timat d 
C( ~t of ab ut Rs. 38 crorc.·. are under 
impl mentati n. 

SHRl A.K . ROY: ir, this is a 
m t importdnt qu ti n. I t is con-
nected wi Lh th ex.i ten c of ne of 
t h )I le t c0al t wn io the country. 
Afler the ub idencc 1 p r onally 
'i1:;ited chc ari:a . lt is nt... t true th t 
the r which su b ided w w rned 
hcfore. 1 h.e ar a which was warned 
remaiuc intact but the ea which 
wcr nol warned ubsid d . It i lso 
true that all lhi.; occup nts-more 
than :! of them-are all unautho-
ri ·ed. • me of the occupants arc 
auth ri ed. f her Id bui ldings 
h· ve been f ad to b ve co ll psed . 

o rtuoately the incident happened 
in t he morning. Otherwi , there 
woulJ have been a d isaster causing 
the death of ma ny. 

I met the fficial t here o n the 
spot and they w re also taken by 
surpric1e. It m ansand thoy admitted 
al o, that they did not have a com-
plete idea of und rgroun fire and 
the undergrou nd g ography of t he 
area. I hat i most important and 
a most dangerous thing. The coal 
experts hould kn w before hand 
what i the underground fire, wh re 
is the fire, wher i the c vity nd 
where the most dangerou thing 
can take place. 1n view of this fac~ 
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I would like to ask the Minister 
whether he will undertake a compre-
hensive survey of the underground 
g ography in Dhanbad and Jharia 
coalfi 1ds givjng you the full 
knowledge and secondly whether you 
will see th.at those inhabitants who 
were not unauthorised but authorised 
by the State Government are 
rehabilitated at the cost of tho Coal 

dia Ltd. 

SHRI VIKRAM MAHAJAN : 
These fires aro all pre-nationalisation 
fires, I.e. before nationalisation there 

- &ad been 70 active fires in this region 
nd we h ve be n trying to contain 

them nd we have planned out pro-
jects co ting Rs. 38 crore to kill the 
fir at four places. At stated in 
my an er. thi sub "dence was an 
extension of the old ub idence in the 

dj inin rea which w· depillared 
before 1947 by the er twhilc private 
management. The above area has 
been known to be affected by the 
underground fire in the old goaves 
- .. (Interruptions) Let me complete. 
This is the main point. As I said, 
we have planned out a co plete re-

nstruction programme C r this area 
d it wilJ co t over R . 5000 crores 

including opening of mine • move-
ments of the town hip and o forth. 
We have pl nncd out various stages. 

Now. as the question of eompeo-
sation is concerned, the information 
given to us is that all the c unautho-
rised families were warned before. 
They were unauthorised families and 
26 ucb famili were affected. We 
are givin them though they have 
no right to it, ex-gratia relief of 
Rs. 1000 per family. 32 families 
where the subiidence ha not occur-
red so far have been removed and 
we are giving them R . 500 per 
f: mily. So far as the authorised 
fa.mili re con rned, the State 
Government and the Centre will 
jointly evaluate the land and tt:e 
price of the house and due market 
compensation will be given to them. 

. 
SHRI A. K. ROY : Though I 

have not got the answer. I would 
like to know at least one point. ls 
there any plan with the Government . 
to evacuate the Jharia township in 
the near future and if so, the details 
thereof. 

SHRI VIKRAM MAHAJAN : 
The plan is in different stages and 
for the next 25 years we do nut plan 
to evacuate the township. 

(Interruptions) 

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS 

Gap between Power Generated and 
actually consumed and paid for 

*881. SHRI RAJESH PILOT : 
Will the Minj ster of ENERGY be 
pleased to state: 

(a ' have G vernmen tnk n any 
study of wi le gap tween the power 
generated to power actua lly con-
umed, recor ed and paid for ; 

(b) are the e gaps everal times 
more in magnitude than they would 
have been if the tran mi sion l s e 
are abnormally heavy ; and 

( c) if so, steps taken to plug the 
gap? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF E RGY 
(SHRI VIKRAM MAHAJAN) :(a and 
(b). The system lose jn the country 
are e ... timated to be of the order of 
20 %. Studie have hown that the 
transmission los. e range from 4 to 
6 %, the rest of the lo s comprised 
technical losses in the sub-tran mis-
sion and distribution system and 
unaccounted lo .. s~s arising from billing 
errors, defective meters, pilferage etc. 




