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Siaribon 143, of West Bangel in view .

ot {he fact that there are about 158

people who have been tmﬂut"’f

mptomnt

. SHRL P. € SETHL A; have

gaid, hecause of the closurg of the
‘Barauni refinery ang shortfall in im-
ports last year, we could not meet
the requirements of the units which
Tequire sbout 3 lakhg tonnes of RPC
for their complete production. How-
ever, their productm capacity is
Jaw and it is 60 per cent and
therefore, we have assessed the re-
quirements at 240,000 tonnes and
there will be no shortfall this year
because we have made arrange-
ments for the import of one lakh ton-
neg of RPC.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: We
have a Yojana Bhavan and we talk
about Plan and planned economy
means mainly supply of raw mat-
erial and to make it a certainly, per-
sonnel, market and a cushion in
between in every sphere. I have
been writing to the Government
from 1977. The Minister has just
now said about the Barauni closure.
But is it not a recent phenomenon?
And ig it not also a fact that the
rival company in Haldia having a
powerful lobby in Delhi and greas-
ing the palms adequately, is getting
preferential treatment as compared
1o the India Carbon Ltd? I would
like to ask the hont. Minister to tell
us specifieally this,

‘He has stated in his reéply that in-
wtfuctions have been issueg to the
Indian Oil Corporation to import
-additional quantities of raw petroleum
eéke to meet the requirements. Would
‘B kindly give the exact date of
giving sueh instructions to the IOC?
And asiso would he kindly tell us
‘this. He gays that India Carbon
Tad., Budge Budge has been advised
o conuet the Indidn O} Corpora-
tim in thé mitter,

Will he a}ntheddou such
‘ldvimt How soon dosx . he . think
mmmz.td..audpm
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will be getting at least & mim
supply of this raw petroleum coke
t\ormthemmwhmhhuhkac&
150 workers ang 450 stomaches m-
ing on the sireets?

' SHRI P. C. SETHI: Sir, I 'do nod
have  the dates with me but I can
assure the hon. Member that imports
have been tied up for 1981-82 to the
tune of 1 lakh tonneg and Budge Budge
factory would be getting their full
quota of 22,000 tonnes and there would
be np difficulty. However, I would like
to add that while taking into accouat
the Budge Budge factory’s clsoure we
have taken into consideratin this
import question and apart from that
the other unit of this factory at Gau-
hati was getting its full supply from
Gauhati and Digboi. '

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Sir, he
hag not replieq to my question. I
know Mr. Sethi since 1962. Earlier
he was doing his homework. I do not
know about now. 8ir, he has said
instructions have been issued to the
Indian Oil Corporation to import addil-
tional quantities. I want to know the
exact date when the instructions were
issued. Secondly, Indian Carbon Ltd.
has been advised to contact IOC in
the matter. I would also like to know
the exact date when they were advised
to contact IOC.

SHI P. C. SETHI: Sir, I am net
having the dates. If the hion. Member
is interested in the dates I will write
to him.

Availability of Life Saving Drugs

%870. SHRI R. P. DAS: Will the
Minister of PETROLEUM, CHEMI-
SALS AND FERTILIZERS be piealed
o state:

(a) whether the supply of impartant
drugs through a national net work has
proved a flop;

(b) it not, why life saving drugs m

not avalhbh at the sheps; snd
(e) the actual sales miade so .ﬁr

during the current’ financial yéﬁ‘?
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" THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE

"MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM, CHEMI-
CALS AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI
DALBIR SINGH): (a) The supply of
canalised bulk drugs through State
Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals Cor-
poration of India Ltd. has generally
been quite satisfactory,

(b) Shortages of specific brands of a
few essential and life-saving drugs
bave been reported periodically from
different places. In several of these
cases, however, equivalents are re-
portedly available. There are various
reasons for - shortages, such as, indus-
trial unrest, power cuts, limited avail-
ability/non-availability of raw materials
in the intemational markets etc.

(c) The number of essential and
life-saving formulations runs into
thousands. Their sales are not moni-
tored. It would, not, therefore bLe
possible to furnish information regard-
ing the actual sales of such formula-
tions.

SHRI R, P, DAS: Sir, the question
was whether life saving drugs are av-
ailable in the market and whether
Government had a national network
for distribution of the drugs all over
the country. The Minister has not
replied to that question. I would like
to know whether Government has any
network to distribute these life
saving drugs through any national
distribution system. This question
has two aspects—production as well
as distribution. Unless the Govern-
ment has a grip over the production
and procurement of drugs, I know,
it is useless to speak of any public
distribution. The Minister has re-
plied to the production aspect of
the question only which is alse incom-
plete.

I would also like to know whether
it is true that the multi-national
drug companies are producting less
life sa.vting h:umgs If so, what is the
ratio o present production to
their earher production?
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THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS-
(SHRI P. C. SETHI): The hon.,
Member has referred to the ques-
tion of national network. All we
know about the arrangement that has-
been made is that the bulk drugs are:
imported through the State Chemi-
cals and Pharmaceuticals Corporation.
of India Ltd. in a canalised manner
and then they are distributed. They
are being distributed. There is a dis-
tribution policy, according to which.
the small drug manufacturers get.
their full entitlement plus some 50
per cent more in some cases. Keep-
ing in view their growth rate, they
can get 50 per cent more than the
previous year’s allotment, This is what:
is being done. As far as the DGTD-
units are concerned, they are getting
the same according to their own li-
censed capacity. Therefore, these
requirements are met by imports. As
has already been pointed out, some of’
the internationl companies have not
been manufacturing bulk drugs but
now, whenever they come for any
expansion, it has been made compul-
sory for them to produce bulk drugs,
out of which 50 per cent they have to-
give for formulations,

SHRI R. P. DAS;: My question was
this; These multinational companies:
are not now producing the required
quantity of life-saving drugs in ac-
cordance with the increasing demand’
of such drugs in the country. They
are producing mainly vitamins and
so on of which 80 per cent of their
production ig ~ vitamin drugs, My
second question ig this: May f
know why some of these Ilife~
saving drugs have not been rhade
available in some of the States?”
Some of these life-saving drugs are-
not available in West Bengal, * for
instance. Quite a3 few days back it
had come to our notice that these-
were not available in Delhi also. They-
were not available in the Central Go--
vernment’s Health Scheme Hospitals..
So, I just want to know from the
hot Minister whether this 13 true.- m':
no
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SHRI P C. SETHI: Sir, itisa!ac
that on account of closure o:[ some two
or three imuvortant factories like
CIBA, FEIZER and one more com-
pany in Bombay, production of some
of the drugs had to suffer. But at
the same time, the hon. -Member
would appreciate- that we have been
trying to meet the ghortfall through
these jmports. As far as the short-
fall in these life-saving drugs is con-
cerned _they have been met by im-
ports. Of course there can be perio-
dical shortages in ‘certain markets.
Whenever we get any report from
the Drug Controller that there js any
shortage anywhere, we do rush suffi-
cient quantities of eguivalent druss
which are available, I have got here
with me the names of some 16 items
which were in short supply. I would
give only one ¢xample. ADELPHANE
ESIDREX tablets were produced b¥
CIBA. This factory was closed We
are supplying substitute tablets SAR-
PALZINE produced by GENO
PHARMA. Tis equivalent has to be
supplied because CIBA ig closed we
can’t help it. As I have already point-
ed out .the requirements of such drugy
which were in short supply have been
met through the equivalents which
have been available in the market.

st FEAT WIET I
WA, X WiweT ¥ 94T F  AgY
AT Frgar fe feadl garegi faadt
&« feaay aff fosay & &
FAT T AT4AT  FATEET F——FaT WIS
F1§ CEY AYfy farifes sy v
G ¢ NE & am sTar & wew
gfar wisr fas @f ?

SHRI P. C. SETHI: As I have al-
-ready pointed out, all possible efforts
are being made to see that the pro-
duction of life-saving drugs in the
country improves and some of our
public sector companies gre also pro-
ducing thege life-saving drugs. What-
-ever may be the shortfall, we are aisv
tryius to meet these by meorts

- VMSAm 1, 1908 (SAKA)
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«t tefawie qrewm oS #
g dwre Wi g — wE -
Taregt &1 W\, wg< Ar fosar
efiwe g mr § I{#\'Wﬂ‘ﬁ'_!ﬂ
¥ wH TAAT AT ATAT CHF TATLAT
& qry F waf F@r Y 1 W ATHEE
ik fafrew weqaraY & wid av agr
ZATEAY & aTX A gL, SE-GEAY

‘gareat WY Sodew FEF § 1 AW &t

IR 74 7Y X AT ¥ ITW qA
1 I197 a1 fF OF aTh dAT TWR
oy & 77 @to aAv o s Weay
¥ wu1T FFET & 7 . oifaay
®1 &7 AL FATdI @1 TSl w7
Srar @ax & 9T asar &, afeT
gEY aTE 9% AFT ITAsy AT )
wa wrA fEar svar & a0 wgr w@r
& i aeaf §afkaw & fadwar &

4 ag f43zT s<ar sgar g—
sifqar &7 gars g4 & FO21 a=5t

&T StAA @I H 9T T, o Yo

N UFAT THAAT AT ¥ A1 qfg
TET RAWE ARG G H ARG AT
QAT 9 FTFGIAT AT @A FAFAA
T AGE HATT N T, THC TG
¥ afe arre g FrEar §, Sqw
afe gotema-Tv g SATHAT 7 9EH
TFNA FT HGT ﬁ‘g’f TG 3q7-
zaf faas s ST oy Frave
¥ qEAT 93 @I -0 6 Taria}
F IqAH FIN & fab g F4r
FIH IOAT AT & | g wfagy
& &L AT § 7 HAT [AIEX TN
¥ & {agare fgada fis wirsy
# 7 zarsqi A FAY TG @GN0

ST SFW WA @It §geEaa
JuTensy WEIEA, STEHr T F@l, qF
WX FAAT K ogIara qA4y ¥

FRAN IB T X IWEA T wAY

w & 91T § 437 W ;@ wyprr



wgwt fw g g 4wy gomw fay
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“wifrw wEqr)

Y AW AWM | I
AT, 7 AN F ABAT ¥ a5 FgN
AT (F 99359 WX FTH &
FEX F Y Ty X ¥, 9T F
wfusiwr wEt ¥ gud iy e
a7 f 2 & 7 wE@E e 9%
*€ WY w3 g9 AN ik g
® LY 4 I4T AN aF  ITAH
TE N T4y B, forad o aia ¥
& WY FE wEarAT & agay-oguy
FTA AL A qT qIA1 A FEAR
oo § Y o ag wrFAr Jgar
g fe a0 garaard qTe Y Ard
gt AYw & fir o®) waraw feafa
wr qEfEar &7 & fag aay §
sArE T I FH IrE¥ WYT A9
W & FATSAT [EAT Y AT |
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oY yrnqrer Yoy c M ¥ o
& faody weqamer & fosr A€ € 1
THlay §6 IR N 1A w@i 0F
F F1§ garer & AEY & )

(vaxam)

ot STETN wex @5Y 0 wgt ogr
ge9 @few ¥vex §, «@f X 3g
TRAATH WTEA 4 §, AE @ &G
g | WS gT ey § Oy ged fafaeey
@t w@fw sk sfaa w37 S
asar & 1

SHR] RATANSINH RAJDA: It
appears that the hon. Minister is liv-
ing in an ivory tower, The actual fact
ic that no life drugs are available in
any of the major cities, not to talk
about towns_districts gnd rural areas.
The poor people are not getting them.
I would like to know from the hon.
Minister whether this Government
has at all any comprehensive drug
policy for production and distribution
of drugs. Now, the previous regime
hag appointed a Committee known as
the Chavdg Committee. They made
certain specific recommendations as
to how these drugs should be distri-
buted on a scientific basis. They have
also pointed out how profiteering is
going on as far as the distribution of
these drugs is concerned .how under
hand gealings are being carried out by
certain vested interests jn this busi-
ness. I would like to know whether
the Chavda Committee report would
be placed on the Table of the House.
How many recommendations of the
Chavda Commiitee have been accept-
ed by the Goyernment?

SHRI P. C. Sm: 8ir, on the
Chavds Committee, thdre is a sepa-
rate question. Hewever, I would Nke
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to point out that the Chavde Com—
‘fnittée wag the Sub-Comrnittee of the
Consultative Committee of the Minis-
try and 35 such whatever they have
given is not a report but a recommen.
.dation only. However, we have gone
through those recommendations and
they had suggested that the drugs
should be imported in a canalised
manner and the previous Government
also adopted this policy and since
‘then the drugs are being importeg in
a canalised manner. That brings down
the prices because we go to the for-
eign markets for purchase of bulk
drugs in g bulk manner. I can quote
statistics whereby the imports have
reduced the prices of these imported
:drugs. Similarly, the Chavda Committee
hag made certain suggestions in res-
pect of the Canalised drugs. The cana-
lised drugs were being charged service
charges, voyage charges and sales-tax.
As regards sales-tax, the calalised jetms
are sold to the third party, and there-
fore, avoidance of sales tax is not pos-
sible and to that extent, sales tax is
there. Afler the Chavda Committee
report, the other charges, voyage char-
ges and service charges were reduced.
Whatever was being charged previous-
ly is not being charged now.

Secondly, the imports were done
through the IDPL. The Conimittee had
suggested that the imports should not
be done through the IDPL. That has
new been stopped and the IDPL are
not getting any margin or profit out
-of it.

(Interruptions)

SHRI RATANSINH RAJDA: The
‘hon. Minister bhas not replied fo my
question whether the regommendations
-af the Chavda Committee will be plac-
-ed on the Table of the House.

SHR] P. C. SETHI: According to my
information as also para 13(5) of Chap-
ter 13 of the Mamual for handling of
parliamentary work in the Ministries
ihe deliberations of the Consultative
Committee are considered informal aud
purely advisory and no.  reference to
them can be made on the floor of the
Houge either hy the Minister or by the
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SHRIMATI GEETA MUKHMJEE
Tn answer to the main question, the
Mimister has stated that there may be
short supply of these drugs here and
there, but that is not the overall posi-
tion. In this context, I would like to
know what the machinery of the Minis-
ter’s knowledge is because that is con-
trary to the knowledge of the whole
House, According to  our knowledge,
these drugs are mot available, hut for
him, these are available.

Secondly, is the Minister aware that
as soon as there is a short supply of
any drug, even if after some time a
substitute is introduced, the prices sre
raised. How does it happen? The price
of tetracycline capsule which used to be
39 paise is now 75 paise in the market,
Similarly, resticlin is selling at Rs. 3-00
per capsule. Al] this hike is because
they take advantage of the short sup-
ply of drugs. What has the Minister
got to say in this respect and how is
he going to ensure proper prices of
these drugs?. '

SHRI P. C, SETHI: As far as the
question of information is concerned,
we receive the information of shortage
of drugs through the state Drug Con-
trollers and Zonal officers of the Cen-
tral Drugs standard control organisa
tion appointed by the Health Ministry
and the State Governments throughout
India. However, I would not only de-
pend on the reports of the durg con-
trollers, I would rather like to depend
on the hon. Members of the House who
are complaining about the shortage of
these medicines and about the prices.
I will take cognizance of this and
wherever shortfall are noticed, we will
try to take corrective measures.

Request for World Bank Loan for
*871. SHR] M. RAM GOPAL REDDY:
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM,

CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be
Pleased to state:

(a) whether Ofl India has approach-
ed the World Bank for a loan for the
Mahanadi exploration programme; and

(b) it so, the amount asked for smd
tiie refponse from the World Bank?





