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are doing our best at our end within
the limited resources. Therefore, it is
a question of amalgam of the efforts
that this study group is making and
also independently what the Central
Government is doing so that in the
ultimate analysis we hope to arrest

this wastage of gas, which is now tak-

ing place.

Akashvani Appu Sports Club

+778. SHRI M. RAM GOPAL
REDDY: Will the Minister of INFOR-
MATION AND TROADTASTING be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that All
India Radio  proposes to organise
Akashvani Annu “narts Club to gene-
rate interest in appreciation of various
sporfs araong its listeners; and

(b) if so. what are the details in

this regard?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING (SHRI
MOHAMMAD KHAN): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Apbu Sports Clubs are volun-
tary and people’s clubs. The idea is
that such clubs which will be regis-
tered by the concerned AIR Stations
on a minimum  strength of 10 mem-
bers per club will be commemorative
of the Asian Games; these clubs will
generate interest and appreciation for
various sports among the lis'eners and

also encoura~~ indicenous and tradi- -

tional sports. They  are expected to
Start functioning from May, 1982,

SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY:
There is very good publicity done for
Asian Games, I want to know how
many Clubs have heen formed so far,
and whether any gssistance or any
financial help is peing given by Gov-
ernment, or at least any guidance by
their officers to constitute such Clubs.
‘How many club have come about so
‘far?

]
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THE MINISTER OF INFORMA-
TION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI
VASANT SATHE): The decision was
taken very recently. We have given
them time {o foin the clubs upto May.-

WX WEIY ¢ gea< of WY A
SEE TEAd E

SHR] VASANT SATHE: There is
no scheme of giving any financial
assistance or anything. These are
voluntary people's clubs, AIR only
wants to encourage a sort of move-
ment in the country in the form of
sports clubs—of those who listen to
AIR or watch television. There are
television clubs. We want to create a
sports atmosphere in the country. AIR
has the largest reach in the whole
country for spreading sports gpirit,
taking the help of the Asian ‘Games.
We are in close cooperation with the
Asian Gameg people. We want to do
our maximum to encourage the sports
spirit.
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SHRI VASANT SATHE: I am glad
that the hon. Member is so sporfs-
minded. [ know many Members in
our Parliament are excellent sports-
men themselves. Everyone can ‘be g
good gportsman, Age is no bar, as
far as sportsmanship 1is concerned.
Therefore we will be very happy if
the hon. Members of Parliament also
form their Appu Clubg and take part
in all the gactivities that we want to
generate. There js a game which
every one can play.

SHR1 KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL-
DER: The Minister, in his original re-
ply and after this supplementary, has
said that these Appu Sports Clubs will
be organized, and their gectivities trans-
mitted through All India Radio during
the Asian Games, He said something
in the Vigyan Bhavan earlier at the
time of the prize-giving ceremony of
AIR’s competition. I want to know
whether after the Asian Gameg are
over, this system will be continued, not
only in Delhj but in all the important
radio centres like Bombay, Madras and
Calcutta.

He spoke about the traditional
games. [ want to know whether
kabaddi, khokho, and gulli dundg will
be included in this, as he mentioned at
Vigyan Bhavan,

SHRI VASANT SATHE: The Appu
Sports Clubs will not remain restricted
only upto the Asian Games. They are
not restricted only to Delhi. These
sports clubs are being fcrmed all over
the country by all the radio stations.
We have abolt 85 radio stations,
and about 10 Doordarshan centres.
But this will continue. We want to
encourage it. There also T am Te-
minded that for our indigenous games,
we have a great tradition in gymnas-
tics, in sports and very m expensive
sports like kabadi, atta batta, kho co
co kho and all that.. About malkham,
Incidentally I may inform my hon,
colleague through you that soon teams
are coming from Pune and also from
Amravati to demonstrate to you the
malkham  gymnastics in which our
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country has great expertise. I hope
you will all wateh it and will be bene-
fited thereby. (An Hon. Member: Omn
TV?) (Interruptions) No, no, for per-
sonal demonstration, they are coming.
We will also show it on the TV. But
you would love to watch them In per-
son. You must have seen it before,
We want to encourage them. We
games. Guli danda,
of course you said I always consider
guli danda could be more popular than
golf, because golf is a western  luxur-
ious game, we like to take it. We
must popularise our own mnational
sports, I ggree.

SHRI SONTHOSH MOHAN DEV:
One of the main reasong of in-
discipline in sports today in the
lack of knowledge of rules
about various games by our
spectators, players and even empires
and judges, Even in one of the cric-
ket matches in  which you had also
played one of the Members of Parlia-
ment asked me, where is the goal
post of the cricket match. This Is the
position.

MR. SPEAKER: Please be mindful.
Which judges are you referring to, let
me know?

SHRI SONTOSH MOHAN DEV: In
view of this, may I know from the
hon. Minister whether special guide--
lines wili be given to All India Radio
that emphasis on the education of
rules about games will be given so
that people may have more know-
ledge about the rules, and we ex-
pect that there will be less crowd
violence during the Asian Games? ¢

SHRI VASANT SATHE: This is a
very important suggestion. We have
already started on the TV and the
radio programmes about informing
people about the rules of the games.
Once you start playing a game, you
automatically come to know also the
rules, because you are ignorance of
the game itself, you do not know the
rules, Therefore, the flrst thing is that
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you must start playing games, sports
That is one of the important things
that T want to tell the House.

" PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: You
cannot discuss the conduct of Umpires
in the House because they are judges.

MR. SPEAKER: That is what I
want to tell him.
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF COAL AND IN
THE MINISTRY OF ENERGY (SHRI
GARGI SHANKAR MISHRA): (a) and
(b). Coal production was a record
12492 million tonnes in 1981-82, ex-
ceeding the original target by 392
million fonnes, There are adequate
coal stocks at the pitheads, of over 21.1
million tonnes, to meet the demand in
full. The despatch of coal in 1981-82
to consumers was also a record 118
million tonnes. AIl necessary steps
are being taken tg meet the consu-
mers requirement in  full which include
inler alia monitoring the movement of
coal by rail by the Cabinet Committee
on Industrial Infrastructure, release of
coal py road against shortfull in rail
movement, release of coal without any
restrictions from certain identified
mines and opening coal dumps at cer-
tain important consumption centres,
and liberalising the procedure for

release of superior grades of coal to
actual consumers.
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