17 Oril Ansuwers

and plans have been approved so that
the requirement at the end of the
Sixth Plan period, namely by 1984-85
would be of the order of 65 lakh ton-
nes and we will also have an estab-
lished capacity of 65 lakh tohnes.
Even then there will be shortfall be-
cause every plant is not expected ‘o
operate on 100 per cent capacity. So,
some imports are likely to be
there. '

Coal Production

*438. SHRI MANORANJAN BHAK-
TA: Will the Minister of ENERGY be
pleaseq to state:
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(a) what is the total coal produc-
tion in the country (zone-wise), for
the last two years; and

(b) details of anticipated loss in-
cluding that ascribable to fire burms?

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY (SHRI
A. B. A, GHANI KHAN CHAUDH-
URID: (a) Coal production in the coun-
try during 1979-80 and 1980-81 Thas
been 103.95 million tonnes and 114.1
million tonnes respectively. State-wise
and company-wise break up is given
in statement laia on the Table of the
House.

(b) It is not possible to estimate the
anticipategq loss of coal production in
the future.
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SHRI MANORANJAN BHAKTA:
Sir, from the statement supplied by
the hon. Minister it appears that
there is increase in coal production in
the country and this Government van
defin.tely deserve the appreciation for
that. But, Sir, I would like to know
of what grade the coal production has
increased. There are varioug grades
of coal, namely, cooking coal, non-
coking coal, slack coal, etc. In which

variety of coal the production has in- .

creased because every now and then
in spite of increase in coal production
we find that there is acute shortage
of coal in the country so that even
our steel factories have to import coal.

SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN CHAU-
DHURI: So far as coking coal is con-
cerned, there is a shortfall in the Coun-
try. Basically, the position is this. The
requirement  of coking coal during
1981-82 is estimated at 17 million
tonnes. The availability will be ap-
proximately 6 million tonnes. Now,
during the current year about 1 mil-
lion tonnes of coking coal is being im-
ported. Action is being taken for set-
ting up of new washeries and for op-
opening up of new mines for coking
coal, Except for this kind of coking
coal, there is no shortage of any other
variety of coal, although there are
complaints here and there, about the
quality of coal and so on, and we are
looking into these. But the shortage

is mainly with regard to the coking
coal.

SHRI MANORANJAN BHAKTA:
I wanted to know in respect of what
type of grade of coal the production
hag increased. That is what 1 wan-
ted to know.

SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN CHAU-
DHURI: All types of coal.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Second
Supplementary,

SHRI MANORANJAN BHAKTA:
What did he say?

BHADRA 24, 1908 (SAKA)

Oral Answers 1]

MR. DEPUTY-SPLAKER: All types

of eoal, Why shouwld he be partial to
any type of coal? He says, all types
of coal.

SHRI MANORANJAN BHAKTA!:
Sir, my second question ls this:
There is a huge quantity of coal which
is being lost year after year. In the
reply the hon. "Minister has stated
this. I asked him about details of
anticipateg loss including that ascri-
bable to fire burns and in his reply he
has stated that ‘it is not possible to
estimate the anticipated loss of coal
production in the future.' But what
about the past which is already over.
For that period I think he can defi-
nitely give the figure of the loss.
But even that he has not given. My
second point is this. A huge quan-
tity of coal is being engulfed by the
underground fire., I want to know
what is the area, and what is the
quantity involved. I ask for this in-
formation because there is a rough es-
timation of coal availability in parti-
cular collieries. They already know
what is the quantity of coal which
will be available. That being so, |
want to know  what is the quantity
which is lost in this way. What Iis
the quantity of coal which is lost due
to fire.,? What zre the specific mes-
sures which he has taken to control
such fire?

SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN CHAU-
DHURI: There are at present about
70 active fires in Jharia coalfields, some
big, otherg small. These fires are {he
result of wasteful and unscientific
mining practices prior to nationalisa-
tion. Projects involving large capi-
tal expense have been taken in hand
to contain these fires. These fires have
resulted in huge loss of valuable coking
coal. Till date an estimated 30
million tonnes of coal have been en-
gulfed in these fires in the Jharia
area. However, I may point out that
this phenomenon of fire in coalmines
is not something which is peculiar to
India alone. Other countries also
face similar problems Of course,
foreign countrieg are better equipped
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to deal with these fires, In our coun-
try also we have got the machinery
to combat them. We are also try-
Ing to get foreign consultancy to tackle
this problem. Various other basic
methods have also been tried by
Coal India to deal with fire like
blanketing of the fires by sand and
matti and compacting them by dozers.
There are various measures. If you
want, I will read out all these mea-
-gures, but il will take more time.

SHRI R. P. DAS: I would like to
know from the hon. Minister whether
he is aware of the fact that the efficien-
¢y of the power generating machines
of power stations, steel plants and rail
engines etc. have been seriously af-
fected due to short supply or non-avail-
ability of superior grade coal and in
view of the fact that there is 3 huge im-
port of coal as also production of low
grade quality coal, I would like to
know what steps have so far been
taken to ensure higher production of
superior grade coal as reguired in
the country.

SHRI A. B. A, GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI: I have said that we
are quite self-sufficient in respect of
-coal except coking coal. This year
we are importing about one million
tonnes of coking coal. With regard
to the power houses, there is no
dearth of coal except that there are
complaints about the quality of coal.
This matier has been looked into bet-
ween the Power Houseg and Coal
India Limited and accordingly we are
taking steps to improve the quality of
coal, Apart form that, there is a
‘plan for the installation of coal hand-
ling plant, coal crushing plant, etc
With the installation of these plants
and machinery, I have no doubt that
-these complaints will go. With re-
gard to the Railways, there is no
dearth of coal. It is the transportation
‘bottleneck which is creating scarcity of
coal.
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and in reality the Railways have im-
proved the position regarding the-—
transportation of coal to a great
extent. But the railways have not
been able to give us the required
number of wagons. At the moment,
they are giving about 9,000 wagons.
But we require more than 10,000
wagons daily and if we totally
eliminate the road transportation of
coal, in that event we would require
12,000 wagons daily.

SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD: May
I know from the hon. Minister whether
it is a fact that the investment on new
mines are being held up due to want
of clearances and whether it is a fact
that due to lack of investment on new
mines, coal production has been
seriously affected? What steps the
Government of India proposes to take
in order to encourage investment on
new mines?

SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI: So far as the ganc-
tioning of the new mines are con-
cerned, the resources are gllocated by
the Planning Commission, And as
per the direction of the Planning
Commission and coal organization, we
are going ahead with the expansion of
new mines, The bottleneck is the
acquisition of land. Lang acquisition
has been a problem to some of the
States like West Bengal and Bihar.
There is no problem s far as Madhya
Pradesh, U.P. and all other States are
concerned. “





